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WISHFUL THINKING IN CONGRESS

AT the Richmond Times-Dispatch has
JWY “aptly described as  “handtomouth
thinking” appears to be the current Con-
gressional approach to an extension of the
Defense Production Act's many controls over
the civilian economy.

Congress seems to be caught between the
fear of inflation and the fear of voter re-
prisal for unpopular controls. In its quan-
dary, Congress is leaning on the slender
thread of wishful thought—maybe, after all,
this is just a bad dream and nothing very
bad will happen if the control program is
permitted to slide.

‘This newspaper did not join the hue and
cry for full controls immediately after the
outbreak of hostilities in Korea. We did not
do so for a reason that does not rest com-
fortably on our mind or conscience—a rather
cynieal conviction that the American people
are not politically mature enough to disci-

NEHRU NODS

ARE convinced that a triumvirate of
| Sam Spade, Sherlock Holmes and The
Shadow could trail India’s Jawaharlal Nehru
for & decade without catching that admirable
disciple of Gandhi in an important unethical
action. He has served as Prime Minister of
India for the past four years and kept his
honor—no small accomplishment in this day
of backroom statesmanship.

But we fear now that the Pandit
bumbled into a situation from which
can only emerge with scars—unless he back-
tracks quickly. He has asked his Parliament
for a constitutional amendment that would
place limits on the existing freedom of
speech and the press in India.

Objective observers agree that India's
press is often irresponsible, if not down-
right inflammatory at times. Robert Trum-
bull of The New York Times says:

“In certain instances where papers have
aroused religious feeling to l dmmul

STREETS AND POLITICS

Tlll proposed methed for getting four
main thoroughfares widened and paved,
adopted by the City Council this
week, makes a good deal more sense than
some of the schemes advanced previously.
The new proposal makes a clear distine-
tion between street work that is the legal
responsibility of the State Highway Com-
mlnlax and projects that fall into the class
of city business,

Plaza Road and Central Avenue (from the
Plaza to the City Limits) are parts of the
State Highway System, iicerding to the In-
terpretation of Planning Noard Consultant J.
B. Marshall as relayed to the Council by
Basil Boyd. Under the provisions of the
Powell bill adopted by the 1951 General As-
sembly, it is the responsibility of the State
to maintain city streets that are a part of
the State highway network. Hence, it was
decided to make a preliminary survey of the
traffic volume on these two streets, estimate
the probable engineering cost, and then pe-
tition the Highway Commission to do the
work as soon as possible.

The other two projects — 36th Strest from
Plaza Road to North Tryon, and Selwyn Ave-
nue from Westfield Road to Park Road —
are not a part of the State Highway system,
and it thus becomes the responsibility of the
City to find local revenue to pay for them.
1t is the hope of the Council to use funds
from the Powell bill's allocation to city gov-
ernments for this work.

The Council's decision to proceed with
traffic counts and engineering estimates
was clearly a tentative one, pending publi-
cation of the Planning Board's new report
now in the hands of the printers. Even so,
it is not too early to express these reserva-
tions:

1. Will not the 36th Street project in-
clude plans for a railroad underpass® Or

pline themselves and forego the “butter” of
thelr existence short of a full scale world war
that would force full concentration on
“guns”. We anticipated that the control pro-
gram would soon become the target of at-
tack by every group in the economy affected
adversely thereby. That expectation has been
borne qut.

The developing world situation, however,
has made some kind of control program
utterly imperative. We must, as the Times
Dispatch points out, arm against Communism
and inflation. And it is the sheerest sort of
folly to think that we can handle a $70 bil-
lion budget on a pay-aswe-go basis without
the most rigid self-denial and sacrifice.

No one likes controls, but the Congress
has no choice at the moment except to ex-
tend the Defense Production Act and make
it as rigid and as equitable as is humanly
possible.

degree, it can be asserted validly that the
publications in question have blood on
their hands,  Certain newspapers nurture

trains, several times resulting
in the deaths of literally scores of inno-
cent persons.”

Yet they are only a portion of the Indian
press. While it is probable that Gandhi would
use the new amendment only for the pur-
pose of silencing these dangerous papers,
all other newspapers would live under a sort
of Damocletian sword so long as the amend-
ment stood.

And since Nehru cannot live forever, what
guarantee have the newspapers of India
that his successor will not use the powers
of restriction to silence any opposition to
the government?

Nehru must learn that there Is no such
thing as a little bit of censorship.

will the present dangerous grade crossing
be perpetuated, and made worse?

2. What has happened to the old plan to
widen Caldwell Street, extend it through the
general North Charlotte area, and connect
it by an underpass or overpass with North
Tryon extension?

3. Admittedly these four projects are all
desirable. But are they more desirable than,
say, widening Providence Road or Thrift
Road or the Mount Holly Road from the
five-point intersection on West Trade
through Chadwick-Hoskins?

There has been strong agitation from
politically-conscious North Charlotte for the
Pl Road and 36th Street projects, and
members of the Council who got strong sup-
port in that section are understandably in-
terested in completing them. However, the
needs of the whole community rather than
the political claims of any one section should
be the guiding rule for spending Powell bill
money. The people will expect the Council
to abide by traffic count and good engi-
neering standards in spending these or any
other street funds.

WOMEN

LEARN from an Australian source

that some bug about research compiled
statistics on the women in that far away
land. Here is what he found:

The average Australian woman marries at
24 years of age; has a baby weighing 6
pounds, 4 ounces; quarrels with her husband
at least twice a month: wishes occasionally
she's married to someone else; stands 5
feet, 3 inches tall; weighs 128 pounds: and in
her lifetime buys 350 hats and 450 dresses.

Small world, isn't it?

HARMONY ON THE COUNCIL

FTER the fighting and feuding at last

week's City Council session, this week's
gathering had the harmonious overtones of
a family reunion.

Helped along by a gracious opening state-
ment by Mayor Shaw, in which he apologized
for his statements in last Wednesday's intra-
Council squabble over the appointment of a
new City Recorder, the Council session
ticked along smoothly, with smiles and affa-
bility measured out in generous helpings.

Although we do not anticipate that all fu-

From The Kingsport (Tenn.) News

ture Council sessions will be quite so order-
ly. we note with pleasure the temporary
burying of political hatchets and the appar-
ent Council resolve to go about the City's
business with a minimum of bickering.

As we have said before, the agenda for the
next two years is chock-full of issues of far
greater importance than any possible con-
flict of personalities. The new Council is
now displaying the kind of co-operation that
will be productive of tangible results if it is
maintained during the coming months.

CHESS PIE

F NATURAL concern to the masses is
the good the great eat.

Time and space factors prevented us from
reporting  General Douglas MacArthur's
menu at the Stone's River Country Club near
Murfreesboro.

But newspapers with larger staffs and
more space did let its readers in on the
General's dinner. .

h.lmlly the Northern press described

such delicacies as Tennessee country ham.
And for dessert, these newspapers said, the
General ate cheese pie—and they let it go
at that

jow, gentle readers, as you-all must know,

A

it wasn't cheese pie the five-s surrtd hero ate,
but good old Southern CHESS pi

Chess pie, for the benefit o( lhole poor
souls who have never tasted it, is made of
sifted sugar, beaten butter, eggs, vanilla,
cream and walnut meat (of pecans, as you-all
prefer).

And son, it's mighty good. Good, that is!

T hadn't thought much about the idea of
18.yearolds being given the right to vote
until last week when one brighteyed lad
: “After all T'd like a chance to
pick the guy who's going to send me off to

Joseph Alsop

The Kremlin’s New Gambit

LONDON
ALTHOUGH the American and British  policy
makers are plainly a bit vague about it, the
evidence is overwhelming that the Kremlin is now
using a most promising new gambit in its gigantic
program of world conquest.
In brief, the Iranian oil dispute is to serve
the fuse which will blow up the whole explo-
Sive Middle East. When and if the explosion oc.
curs, Britain will be fearfully weakened. Britain
and America will be angrily divided. The
ern alliance will be demoralized. And the worst
danger to the Soviet Union, the vital strategic air-
bases in the eastern Mediterranean, will be partly
or wholly neutralized.
Then will be the time for the Kremlin to
in the world bal-

o rrtanee to a wellplangbd new aggression,
against Yugoslavia for example, will thus be re-
duced almost to the vanishing point. This is the
glittering opportunity for which the Kremlin is
now waiting.

T should be understood, moreover, that the mar

ters of the Kremlin have labared with unusual
astuteness to create this opportunity. For a year
and a half, they have done all in their power to
make the more irresponsible Iranian nationalists
forget the Russian danger to the north, and to
drive_them onward in their wild career.

For example, after the murder of Gen. Raz-
mara and the first nationalization vote, the order
was given for the Communist Tudeh party to lexd
a wave of “anti-British" strikes all over Iran
strikes precipitated an internal crisis. Thc crml
brought to power the totally irrational extremist,

. Mohammed Mossadegh. Mossadegh’s triumph
ended all hope of reasonable settlement of the oil
dispute by negotiation. Whereat the Soviet Am-
bassador Sadchikoy went to Mossadegh, to promise
that the Russians would mot move into northern
Inan, even if the British landed troops in the

it

is was the subtle final touch, here disclosed
for the first time. uch discussed 1921 treaty
theoretically gives Moscow the right to send forces
into Iran when any other power does so. The fear
of a Russian invasion, touched off by a British
landing, formerly haunted even Mossadegh. Sad-
chikov's extraordinary assurance was precisely
what was needed to make Mossadegh throw cau-
tion to the winds. And thus was produced the
present desperate situation.
As these words are written, there is only one
ray of light. Some signs in Teheran suggest that
the effort to replace the Mossadegh government

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

with a more reasonable administration is not qulll
5o hopeless as it appeared a few days ago, Wl
ﬂu Shah was n(usml to tackle the problem. A

un be carried on in a reasonable way is the only
cheap way out. It is to be hoped American in-
fluence has been joined with British influence to
attain this end.
.
HERE is nolhml cheap at all about the other
supposedly cheap way out that some person-
alities in both the State Department and the For-
eign Office are now mumbling about. This is the
plan to “bring the Persians to their senses” by cut-
ting off the Iranian government's oil revenues.
Anyone has met the leading personalities
and smelled !hu peculiar air of Teheran knows that
this plan will almost certainly . With
the oil revenues cut off, the army and eivil service
will no longer be paid. Dr. Mossadegh may seek to
meet the emergency by making Kerensky - like
speeches, until the authority of the government
nm;;ly dissolves and the Tudeh party takes over.
more probably, he will go to Moscow for the
loln Sadchikov has already hinted about;
will get it on terms that will open the way for the
Tudeh. In short, the betting is nine to one that this
supposedly easy way will end with the Tudeh party
in power in all of Iran, and with the vital oil re-
murte lhlu under Soviet control at last.
there is grave danger that the Foreign
Olhce And the State Department will flabbily d.rtﬂ
into this foolish course. State Department
said to have delusions on the subject. Here in lm
don, the precedent is set, since the Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company has already l\upended revenue pny
ments to Iranian treasury. British
hardly fail to retaliate if the eiaian expmpn
their oil. They can hardly consider a landing with-
out American moral support. And so, the more you
examine the situation, the bigger, the heavier, the
more grave the American responsibility appears.

Goodbye, Rusticity!
(Pageland Journal)
Attention is called to a new policy among the
and dime stores. These stores agreed
o wheek o close a1 12100 grlock noon on Wednes:
days in order to give clerks a much needed half-
holiday. Since then it was decided to close these
places of business at 8:30 each Saturday night,
thereby giving time to check up and get home and
take a bath before midnight. Thus Pageland is
growing out of the country town class and getting
up to city ways.

to date.
ed by other evidence that shows Mr.

Evidence relating directly to this matter is sup-
‘Wheeler's ac-

Horse Trading With Crooks
Poor Way To Enforce Laws

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
I'NTE! CONDUCT of our crim-
inal courts there always has
been a tendency to make a horse

The heat is taken and
nunurimn tions are pb
geon-h - 28

led. Business
B e the laws paltry pound
of flesh sl eaves plenty meat o

amounts almost

in the dock pleads a mon vult,
tantamount to a guilty plea, after
his attorneys have been:assured
that be'll draw down a minimum
rap with a chance for parole —
or, in some instances, a fine.
Thn the crook is slapped on
the wrist, marches off to the
clink, and is out and doing busi-
ness again before you know it. In
the days of Johnny Spanish and
Gyp the Blood, a sentence of this
sort) was called “standing on the
h That's about what this airy
rimand of Joe Adonis and his
ur bc-m amounts to. Adonis is
ferred t ‘murder boss” and
ket chieftain, but for his sins
can be sentenced to as little
4s 18 months, with a third off for
good behmor. This he can wear
on his e
LOST orrol‘ruNm
As a result of Joey A's deal
with the Bergen County Superior
Court, any possible opportunity
to trap him into more seriously
implicating testimony is lost.
They have just shot an elephant
with a rabbit gun, and with the
elephant’s written pcmiuiun

A couple of years in the good,
warm jail is no serious deterrent
to a_wellorganized hood. He can

usiness from the inside.
You do not reform his ‘morals or
teach him piety. All you do is pay
for his meals and relieve the cur-
rent court structure and the lo-
cal politicos of his painful public
presence.

n a way, deal or no deal. the
indictment of high-shot hoodlums
on a gambling conspiracy does the
hood a favor. The penalty is low.

Only Feathers

but was
even to push his fingers into gov-
ernmental pies. True punishment

inflict_even
when a dedic: tor and
2 tough judge work out on the

boys.

MEALY D

This is why 1 dullke thes
mealy “deals,” where the bum

question sits down to settle nis
own fate as if he were 3 m
guided businessman instead of a
murderous thug

the honor of the legal system it-
self when the powers are willing
to talk turkey with the oblect ot
their wrath. It th the dig-
nity of ehablished Taw o

bum.

In past I have seen police hang
a whole flock of murders on one
likely suspect, just to clear the

nsolved crime list. Get 'em off
the ‘books is the motto—get ‘em
out of the hair. One fries, and
six guilties go free, with the insol

uble corpses legally attached o
the dead fall guy.

There is a smidge of that sort
of thing in trying bigshot erimi
nals on small charges and thea
making a business deal with them
to save the state trouble and keep.

e D. A.'s conviction record high.

ling today. Even if they get hit
with the book it is not apt to
bruise 'em much.

Are Unchanged

In The Chicken Of Tomorrow

By HAL

NEW YORK
JUR TOWN GETS all kinds of

ambassadors.
o The prettiest that showed tp this
k was “Miss Chicken-of-Tomor-

" She is Joan Walters, an
Durk lass from Rogers, Ark., and
she is lovely enough to pose as
“Miss Chick-of-Today.

She is 18 years old, lhndl llve
feet four inches, weighs
pounds_and—to emvluy a poulu'y
term has a 34-inc!

I went to call on ber l( her ho-
tel. She said frankly that her main
queenly task was to drumstick up
interest in the National Chicken-
of - Tomorrow Weel ing held at
the University of Arkansas June
11 to 16. This annual festival is
part of a long-range program to
get hen's eggs to grow into fatter
chickens quicker than they used
to.

Miss Walters opened a paper

ucl and pulled out a wax model

a dressed chicken. It was a

lmwny thing, and she looked at
it with hazel-eyed disdain.

“That is the chicken of six years

" she said. “It doesn't have

Two members of her retinue
immediately whipped out two oth-
er sacks cor
of two frozen kens-of-tomor-
m- Miss Walters mmuy selected

“See it is almost square. It has
a bigger drumstick. The meat
around the keel bone i3 ‘rounder
and there's more of

She pointed at ‘be chicken's
frozen chest and spelled:

“K-E—E-L. Keel!"
LIKE AUTOS

A faraway Xoak came into the
queen's eyes as she went on:

's like the difference between
the automobile of today and the
automobile of yesterday. A chick-

BOYLE

en twelve weeks old — it used to
weigh only two or lhree pounds
and all you could do

But ‘3 T2weekold chickenofto-
morrow weighs up to four or five
pounds and you can cook it any
way — fry it, broil it, bake it —
just any way. It looks like a small
turkey. Everything's better but the
feathers.

“Most people think 2 chicken
has to be small to be tend:
isn't so. It bas to be youn

The queen lowered her lashes
modestly and added a sweeping
generalization:

“Age determines the tenderness
of anything.”

Miss Walters wore a new dia-
mond engagement ring. And all
interest in poultry fied out of her
eyes as she talked of her romance.
Her fiance is a home town boy,
3 20-yearold Alr Force private
now stationed in Texas.

HE'S RESPECTED

“Everybody in town knows

hxm. said the young queen. “He's

respected. He played foot-
hlll basketball and track at the
high school and was president of
the mldenl body. .nu the senior
class. He was quite

“I've had my.rin ; luﬂ 20 days.
1 got it by remof
aunt, his mother and my aunt
helped me pick it out.

“He called me from Texas and
said to pick it out. I don't think
it was right for a girl to pick out
her own ring, but in wartime you
have to do things that aren’t right
sometimes —

She wanted him to come and es-
cort her to lh: ball next month at
whlch formally

'lllu Chicken-of-Tomor-
rw " But his duty prevented.

“I thought it would give some
advertising to the Air Force,” said
the young queen sadly.

Wheeler Case Shows How Reds Worked

‘WASHINGTON tion of the United States lnd much to Redding's disgust,

they were seated as a member of the union.

UST a year ago, an American citizen. George S. Wheeler,

issued a blast inst the United States and announced
his intention to live in Czechosiovakia. He and his wife
are still there, reportedly teaching school

Interesting jnside fact about Wheeler is- that, five
years before, the U. S. Civil Service Commission had sus-
pected his disloyalty and ordered him fired. But thanks
to the intervention of well-meaning friends, he was re.
instated and permitted to occupy a key job in Germany.

The man who chiefly went to bat for Wheeler was
David A. Morse, former counsel of the National Labor
Relations Board. former Undersecretary of Labor, now
with the international labor office at Geneva.

To a lesser extent. Wheeler also was supported by
Gen. Frank J. McSherry, director of the manpower divi-
sion of the allied control council in Germany, and by
Gen. Philip Fleming, then chief of the Public Works
Administration, later chairman of the Maritime Commis-
sion.

This was back in 1945. of course, when Americans
were considerably more trusting than they are now.
incident presents an interesting case history illustrating
how unsuspecting Americans can get sucked into sup-
porting Communists.

Worked With KPD
HE Civil Service Commission first acted to fire Wheeler
when he was chief of the denazification control branch
of the control council in Germany aiter receiving reports
that Wheeler was a courier for ti KPD, the German
Communist Party. Thl.l belief _arose from lhl fact that
after Wheeler certain cities, the loul branch
o he KPD would Immedistels pegin sei along the
latest Communist lines.
As a result, Wlllum H. ;l‘u!l.l of the Civil Service

get shot at"—Waurika (Okla.) NewsD
ocrat

wrote on Jan. 2, 1 ‘Wheeler has fol-
hwadmcammllhemlumn‘«mbdmlm

(lve participation and sympathetic interest in policies
grams directly and indirectly furthering the ob-
)eclne: of Communism.”

“The position to which Mr. Wheeler was appointed
is of such importance to the Government of the Unned
States . . . that great care must be exerci
Wheeler has been rated ineligible.”

However, David A. Morse, then a lieutenant colonel
and Wheeler's immediate sueprior, wrote a long letter, Oct.
1, 1945, stating, among other thin,

“I am taking this opportunity now that I am back
in the States, to submit this letter in Mr. Wheeler's behalf
with my estimate of his high integrity and unquestioned
loyalty to America.”

Later, Oct. 29, 1945, Morse appeared before the Civil
Service Commission and testified that “if Wheeler had
been dismissed pursuant to the Civil Service letter of
Jan. 2 the constructive side of the U. S. postwar effort in
Germany would have been adversely affected.”

Wheeler was reinstated and served with the Ameri-
can_military government in from Dec. 30, 1945
to Dec. 20, 1947. Three years later, on April 7, 1950, he
asked for asylum of the Czech vaemmenl and has since

been reported by the Czech press as g speeches in
praise of that “Communist paradise” ] ttacking the
“warmongering” of his native country, the United States

of America.

Blocking The Communists
AsslsTAN'r Postmaster General Jack Redding has given
the nation an illustration of what can be done regard-
mm.mnmmmhamm.ubmmmm
get on the ball.
uuwmtcrlhddh. ttended a meeting of the Unl-
1 Postal Union at cum. where the Chinese Com-
munists won an important victory. Despite the objeo-

owever, another meeting of the postal union was
scheduled for May 21 at St Gallen, Switzerland, and
Redding immediately got busy. He notified the anti-Come
munist friends of the USA that we would like to see
them cattend the St. Gallen meeting and vote with us
against China. As a result, Turkey, Mexico, Colombia
and Brazil, which had not participated before, showed up,
And this week, thanks to Redding's alertness, the
141 union voted 10 to 5, with three sostaining, t. boot
Communist China out of the postal union.

Ridgway Vs. Rhee -

EN. MATTHEW RIDGWAY sent an important cable

to the Defense Oept. this week regarding his prob-
lems with President Syngman Rhee and Korean uwu.

President Rhee has insisted that Korean troops be of-
ganized as independent units and fight mmplluly on
their own. General Ridgway, on the of has
found tm Korean troops fight well when elmly inte

S. troops but break and run when os
ganized n independent units. Each time the Chiness
have struck receatly, they have aimed their chief blows
at the South Koreans.

Therefore, General Ridgway asked the Defense Dept.
to help him straighten out this problem with elderly, cruty
President Rhee, who argues that if Korea is to defend
itself in the future, its troops must learn to fight inde-
pendently.

Secretary Marshall immediately got in touch with the
State Dept. secured its cooperation toward informing
ymma ent Rhee mt hh troops must be integrated, at least
un!

Noln—Al Wlh llllnd. President Truman felt Rhes
was a weight around Korea's neck, suggested to General
MacArthur that new elections be held. MacArthur dif-
{:d, stanchly defended Rhee. Truman dropped the mat
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