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THE THEORY OF THE APPLE

INCOLN STEFFINS wis a tender lteen-
L "Mhﬂrﬂbﬂl‘lhﬂﬂn'!ﬂ“.
Dartied by the glamor of horse racing,
Steffins started hanging around the tracks.
He decided he'd be a jockey. Then, one day.
I friend Smoke told him about fixed races
—how the jockeys, grooms. trainers and
owners were all bettors, and how. they could
make “big Killings” when they were “in on
the know” of a fixed race.

That was the first disillusionment in what
was to become a life of disillusion. traced
faithtully step-bystep in the famed Auto-
biography of Lincoln Steffins.

As 8 young reporter covering Wall Street,
Steffing found out about the connection
between legitimate business and illegitintate
business.

“I could understand the bribery and the
econtribubions to political parties; that ac
counted for the police and Tammady Hall

. But it did not explain to me the op-
position to reform that was most bitter.
that of good, prominent citivens who had
no apparent connection with the under
world. As Dr. (Charies H.) Parkhurst
foreed such results as the voluntry clos
ing of some saloons, he was hated more and
more openly by people whom one might ex-

t 1o see approving his course: bankers.
mn- men, and even other chggymen.
... How can the closing of saloons hurt
business in Wall Street”’ I asked James B.
Dill, who knew everything. He kicked my
shin, hard, and when 1 exclaimed, he an-
swered my question, ‘Why does your mouth
ery out when only your shin is hurt*' "

e e

ROM Richard B. Croker he learned that

politics is a business. “Like 2 business
man in business, 1 work for my own pocket
all the time,” Croker told him Jn a moment
of frankness.

From a prominent member of the New
York City Club, he got a refreshingly candid
view of what S had always thought of
bribery. “If you are promoting a business
and you encounter in the State an obstacle,
you will bribe it out of your way just as you
would blast a rock”™

Later on. Steffins turned from newspaper
work to writing magazine exposes of crooked
politics in American cities. He was not far
into the enterprise before he had developed
# theory of graft—that political corruption
was everywhere the same. in Minneapolis,
in New York, and in St Louis

In Philadelphia, lsrael W. Durham. politi-
eal boss of that city, contributed to Steffins’
education. Steffins had argued that one busi-
n n's bribe is nothing but a crime. but
that a succession of business briberies over
the years is a corruption of Government to
make it represent business. Israel said,
thoughtfully, “Then contributions to cam-
paign funds are more regular and. there-
fore, worse than bribes!”

UT IT WAS in Cleveland that Steffins
really began to understand corrupt
politics. The man who cleared his head of &

lot of rubbish was dynamic Tom Johnson
who told him.

“Oh, 1 could see that you did ngt know
what it was that corrupted politics.
you thought it was bad liticians, who
turned out to be pretty Then
you blamed 4he bad wl
bribed the good fellows, till you, discovered
that not all business men bribed and that
those whd did were good business
men. The fittle business men didn't bribe;
so you settled upon, you inventéd, the
phrase ‘big Business’, and that's as far as
you and your kind have ever got: that it &
big business that does all the %

“Hell! Can't you see that it's privileged
business that does it* Whether it's a big
steam railroad that wants a franchise or a
little gambling house that wants not to be
riided, a temperance society that wants a
Iaw passed. a poor little prostitute, or a big
merchant .oceupying an alley for storage—
it's those who seek privileges who corrupt,
it's those who possess privileges that de-
fend our corrupt polities. Can't you see
that?

Steffins saw it. and was turning it over in
his head when Johnson added. in a quieter
voice: “It is privilege that causes evil in
the world, not wickedness: and not men.”

Some time later, lecturing in San Fran-
cisco, Steffins put the thing in his own
words. An Episcopal bishop rese in the
audience and told Steffins he was not meet-
ing the minds of his hearers. “What we
want to know,” said the Bishop, “is who
founded this system, who started it, not only
in San Francisco and Los Angeles, in this or
the last generstion, but back, ‘way baek, in
the beginning”

Replied suu“n:

“Oh, 1 think I see. You want to fix the
fault st the very start of things. Maybe we
can, Bishop. Most people, you know, say it
was Adam. But Adam, you remember, he

fellows.
men

the serpent.

have stuck ever since.

pent. Satan. Now I come and 1 am trying

to show you what it was, it is, the apple.”
oo

OMEONE once said that the trouble

with the American people is that they
haven't read the minutes of the last meet-
ing. If enough of them will go back and
read Lincoln Steffins’ Autobiography. they
will not be so shocked and bewildered by
the revelations of a Kefauver committee or
an RFC investigation or a "5 per center”
probe

At the heart of all this conaiving and
corruption is The Apple—the desire to make
money and to get the help of Government,
either through positive privileges or a nega-
tive “hands-off” attitude, in making that
money.

It will ever be so until the American
voter decides that the best government is
that which acts in behal! of the g al
interest, rather than his special interest,
and votes accordingly. Which is just another
way of saying always

THE MAN WHO WOULDN'T DIE

L. MENCKEN went home from the

hospital the other day, the proud pos-
sessor of at notice printed
prematurely, and several elegiac pieces
which had said he was as good as dead.

A lifelong hypochondriac and recently a
genuinely sick man, Mencken could chuckle
at the doctors who gave him up last October.

Doesn't have a chance,” they declaimed
in unison

All over the country editorial writers,
many of whom had learned a lot from the
jrascible sage of Baltimore, sat down when
they read the medical pronouncement and
pondered over Henry Louis Mencken. Then
they sent their editorials out to the linotype

From The Durhem Herald

FRANCO'S DEEDS DENY

'HE ancient phrase, "I fear the Greeks
(X bringing gifts,” might well be modified
in these days by the United States Govern.
ment and the American people to 1 fear
Franco asking gifts"

It is apparent from Franco's insistence
that any agreement with the Upited States
depends upon “a firm American guarantee”
to equip the Spanish Army with modern
armor that Franco does not have as much to
offer as some would have us believe.

In the second place. there may be serious
question, based upon his record in World
r 11, of Franco's dependability. Both
Hitler and Mussolini contributed to Franco's
rise to power in such substantial ways that
his success would probably mot have been
achieved without such aid. But when his old
friends were in trouble, Franco discreetly
kept out of the fight. His neutrality was of
great aid to the United States and its allies.
But his record as 2" keeper of bargains is

,men and stashed away the type to be used
when the inevitable announcement came
from AP that Mencken was dead.

While Mencken was in the hospital (he
was there six months) a new biography of
him came out and book reviewers took that
as the final word on the career of the man
who delighted in “stirring up the animals”.
They evaluated and compared and some of
them figured it was too early yet to deter-
mine whether Henry Louis Mencken was a
grest man or just a noisy one with the
ability to entertain and infuriate.

This week Tz Nrws tossed away the type
of its Mencken obit. and happily admits that
it is, indeed. too early to tell

HIS ‘VIRTUES'

{free world, cannot afford to become an ally
of such a reactionary regime as the Franco
Government. To do so would give the lie
to all our affirmations of belief in the prin-
ciple of democracy affecting other lands, and
to the sincerity of our condemnation of the
tyrannical Communist regimes. For Franco
is a tyrant as deep-dyed as Stalin. To make
it possible for Franco to tighten his hold on
the people of Spain would be an identifi-
cation of the United States with reaction so
complete as to make this Nation the despair,
instead of the hope, of people who long for
the benefits of freedom.

Such aid to Franco as he proposes would
strengthen his hold on the Spanish people
for a long time to come and hold them
with tighter bonds in the prison of des
potism, of repression, of tyranny. Such aid
would discourage the efforts of people be-
hind the Iren Curtain to escape their own
bondage and to cast their lot with those who
profess their bellef in freedom but deny it
by their action

An African chief has been accused of
eating his half-brother “to restore his pres-
tige in the tribe”. The charge is murder but
we guess the defense is that after all they
are only brothers under the skin.—Asheville
Citizen.

Pop Hulchins, just returned frém his fish-
ing camp: “Caught one bass but it was too
small to bother with so Doc Waas and the
guide helped me throw him back in the
lake."—Fernanding (Fls.) News-Leoder.
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Some Dogs Can’t Appreciate

The Better Things Of Life

By ROBERT C. RUARK

tion to

ur”.

You take the Gemeral rather severely to task
for speaking out of turn in his recent communica-
Communists on the matter of

NEW YORK
ALL MEN make mistakes, and
A7 concede 1 just made a
beaut. A nice secondhand piano
bas come to live at our house, and

between the plano and the dogs SINCE BABY CAME
very little gets done. In the last month, since the baby
“Having been raised simply, 1 al-  (grand) came, 1 have failed to
ways regarded a scale as some- write three plays and
thing that grew on a fish, and a A critical history of Arthur Schles-

measure was a round wooden
bucket that you doled out grain
in. When the music teacher re-
ferred to “four beats to a mea-
sure” all it told me was that we
had substituted vegetables for oats.

But, as Master Joseph Bushkin,
the mad genius. says, 1 love a pi-
ano. [ feel a fine way about a
Steinway. piano s a pretty
shiny thing, and it fills up space,
and anyhow, I never owned one
before. And 1 am considering
taking an ax to it

‘What has happened is that the
house seems forever to be hip-
deep in musicians. Nobody gets
any sleep any more. I{ anybody
had ever suggested t would sit
up until 10 A. M. listening to Mr.
Bushkin wage a private cat fight
with Mr. Buck Clayton, on piano
and trumpet, I would have re-
garded them as mildly nuts.

But thi happened. You step
out for a stroll and a short beer
and wind up with a six-piece jazz
combo, and the other tenants
scream and the work goes undone
and the dogs become psychotic. Es-

pecially our dogs. They hate mu-  Godfrey, with Bushkin on the
sic. | mentioned before that i-a-n-0. Bankhead sings one oc-
they tréed Arthur Godfrey and et lower than Godfrey. Mine
up his ukulele one night, which ears have suffered in the process,

may be an indication of good mu-
sical taste

However, 1 am learning music,
the hard way. From musicians.
Since Mr. Bushkin selected our
piano, he regards it as his own,

on the house, because Mr. Bushkin
does not generally finish his night-
clu”bd:horﬁ until 4 A. M., and then

musical
between the hours of six and nine
A. M. Nobody wrote any
notes, but it sounded real cool.
1f a man hangs sround musi-
i everybaty e ‘pope
evel ly “cat” or "
and goes around humming “beep-
boo-be-bop-boo,” which causes peo-
ple to stare at you on the streets.
1 used to claw my mustache in
time of mental strife, and now find

been said
one of the best right feet in the
music business. I can play “Hon-
ysuckle Rose” like Fats Waller,
using only four toes.

This brief association with Mr.
Bushkin, who looks like a cut down
Dr. Fu Manchu,

some-
where we lead inevitably to God-
{rey. Mine eyes have beheld a sight
unknown to ord mortals—a
vocal duet between Bankhead and

The good knows where all
this will end, but there is a '
short hunch that I will wind up as
an underpaid sideman in St. Louis,
wearing a be-bop beard and puff-

and frequently shows up to see if

it is in tune. This works a hardship  That means marijuana.

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

HERE are more reasons than meet the eye why the
Kefauver crime probe should be indefinitely continued.
One of them is the general lethargy of U. S. Attorneys.
This lethargy is partly due to the system under which
U. S. Attorneys are appointed—a system which has devel-
oped without the blessing of the Comstitution and which
the average layman does not realize exists.
no U. S. District Atterney in any of the 48 sta
fappointed without the personal blessing of the
ocratic Semator or Democratic political
state. As a result the District 't
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Naturally
And the man who influences a District Attorney
power. of prosecution or forgiveness, the power of
freedom, in some cases power of life or dea
powerful person himself.

FDR Tangled
OOSEVELT had the courage to tangle with the Senate
and appoint District Attorneys on the basis of ability,
Truman has had courage in
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judges—as in
Switzer; and as in Georgia with Neil
posed by Senators Gillette and Russell of these
tes.

In regard to District Attorneys, however,
started setting the pattern the same week he became Presi-
dent by bouncing the U. S. attorney In Kansas City who

lergast, Maurice Milligan—an

ing heavily on a stick of tea

1 think

Senate Crime Probe Continuin Need
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Right Under D. A.'s Nose
NOTHER occurred closer to home—right under the

. It involved an jmportant member
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extra money doing private detective work oo

Furthermore, Shimon had d
U. S. Attorney Fay, right under Mr. Fay's nose.
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