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A FLANK ATTACK ON GOV.SCOTT

TWO-EDGED knife for trimming the

One edge wotild cut the governor's author-
ity over the million dollar emergency and
eontingency appropriation .in the General
Fund, now allocated as needed by decision
of the chief executive and the Council of
State. -

The other edge would slice off one of the
governor's biggest plums —the power to
spend surplus Highway Fund revenue as he
thinks best.

Under - the appropristions committee’s
scheme. authority in both areas would be
vested in the Advisory Budget Commission,
composed of the chairmen of the Senate
and House appropriations and finance com-
mittees

Since there is so much politics in this
scheme, it is difficult to view it objectively.
It is patently aimed at one man, W. Kerr
Scott, rather than at the institution of the
governorship. Mr. Scott and the leaders of
the 1951 Legislature haven't gotten along
together, and the legislators are seiting this

sPpportunity to whittle Kim down to a con-
venient ‘handling size. Since there has been
no agitation under “previous governors for
this change, we can only assume that the
motive is substantially political

We can see no merit in the first part of
the plan. Members of the Council of State
are constitutional officers, elected by and
responsible to the people. They are not be-

halden to the governor, and it should be safe

gency fund under their supervision.

The Highway Fund Is a different matter.
This newspaper has long felt that the gov-
ernor and his appointees to the Highway

Commission enjoy téo much latitude in
‘Spending highway money Although expendi-
tures from the General Fund are detalled
almost to the last penny by the General
Assembly, the Highway Fund is set up in
a few big; broad categories. Within those
categories, the governor and the Commis-
sion are at liberty, in most instances, o
spend the money as they fancy. In the
specific case of surplus revenue, the gov-
ernor's authority is complete. And surpluses
.have been large in recent years, mainly be-
cause the Highway Fund budget has grossly
underestimated revenue

Governor Scott has a point when he ques-
tions the constitutionality of the whole
scheme It is. unquestionably, an invasion
of the executlve prerogatives by the legis-
lative branch And it would be a highly
dubious practice, even if it is constitutional,
for~ members of the General Assembly to
have the power to appropriate and spend
money.

If the Legislature wants to bring the vast
Highway Fund under closer supervision, the
better way would be to develop a new
highway budget which would detail expendi-
tures more precisely and thus restrict the
Commission’s wide powers. A part of that
reform could well be a blanket restriction
against spending any surplus money

COUNTING THEIR CHICKENS, ETC.

LTHOUGH it may be as late as June,

1952, the end of the next State fiscal
iyear, before cities get any money under
‘the Powell bill, some members of the City
\Council are already rubbing their hands in
{glee over the prospect
| At Wednesday's Council meeting, Mr. Boyd
‘put in an early plug for three major stroet-
widening projec d it is an interesting
coincidence ‘that all three are in his neigh-
borhood. Other Councilmen chimed in with
some of their “pet” projects, until the affair
s00n took on the appearance of & gathering
of nephews to plan the spending of uncle's
money before the old man had passed away

City Manager Yancey injected some san-
ity into the proceedings when he reminded
the Council that Charlotte will get only some
$400000 a year from the Powell bill, an
amount scarcely adequate to effect a mirac-
ulous overnight cure for Charlotte’s street
allments.

Having had some slight interest in the
whole problem of city streets, their relation-
ships to the State Highway System, and the
rights of city dwellers to enjoy some direct
return from the gasoline tax they gay.
Tz Nrws would advance a couple of sug
gestions.

First, it is not inconceivable that the heav
fly-burdened taxpayers of the City tight ex-

t some reduction in their City tax Tate
when Powell bill revenue becomes available
The sum of $449,000 was set up in the cur-
rent City budget for whole program of street
maintenance and resurfacing. That amount
requires 2351 cents out of the City's $197
tax rate. In normal times, the people of
Charlotte would probably be willing to con-
tinue the tax assessment for city streets

and use Powell bill money to do additional
work. At a time when the Federal Govern-
ment is greatly increasing its tax deémands,
it is just possible that there will he consid-
erable sentiment for using Powell bill money
to relieve the City tax burden

Second, the Council should give some
thought to using part of the Powell bill
money for residential streets instead of lav-
ishing it all on the major thoroughfares.
In past years. it was the practice of the City
Government to ad¥ance funds for residential
streets, and to get it back by a tenyear
assessment program, In such projects the
property owners paid all the cost, except
the storm sewers and the block intersections.
For more than a decade now, the City
Government has begged off its legal respon-
sibility to advance money for residential
streets, making the valid excuse that it did
not have the money.

The stacks of paving petitions filed
through the years are mute evidence of the
strong desire among the people for better
streets in front of their homes, and the
Council should do some thinking about a fif-
teen or twentyyear plan whereby annual
appropriations from State money, plus the
repayments under the ten-year assessment,
would create a revolving fund that would
grow rapidly

Certainly there is a great need for such
major projects as those proposed by Mr.
Boyd—Central Avenue, The Plaza, and 36th
Street. But we rather suspect that the tax-
payers of Charlotte are not going to sit idly
by and permit any City Council to use all
the Powell bill revenue—revenue that be-
longs to all urban dwellers as a matter of
equity—in a splurge of neighborhood pork-
barrel profects

POSTAL RATE INCREASES

LETTER in today's Peopie's Platform
calls for an editorial footnote.

This newspaper does not oppose now, and
has not epposed in the past few years, nec-
essary increases in mail rates for newspa-
pers and magazines. °

Tue Nexws has called for a reorganization
of the Postal Department as prescribed by
the Hoover Commission Task Force. Until
such a reorganization streamlines the archaic
and unwieldy postal accounting system. we
doubt that it is possible accurately to charge
up precise deficits to any one type of mail

Tux Nxws believes that the Post Office
should be self-supporting, and that all types
of mail should bear their proportionate share
of the expene.

From The Reporter

But it is a moot question as to who is
getting a “subsidy”. In the case of news-
papers and magazines, the subscribers are
the beneficiaries, if there is any subsidy.
Any substantial increase In mail rates must
inevitably be compensated for by increased
subscription rates.

The question is academic with most of the
larger newspapers that deliver their papers
by carrier and send only a tiny percentage
of their total circulation via Uncle Sam
The smaller dailies and weeklies are more
concerned. since much of their circulation
is by mail.

The writer of the letter has stated his case
well. It follows that he is apparently willing
to pay more for the newspapers and mag-
azines he receives through the mail.

WHAT'S IN A WORD

R WEEKS, the

of Time and Life have been beating the
drum: War is here, now, NOW. NOW, not
some time in the future, but right NOW. And
in their opinion it isn't limited war, it is
allout war against the enemy with whom
under no conditions could we live in peace.
‘Who dares to say that democracy and Com-
munism can co-exist?

Obviously, 2 war against an enemy with
‘whom we cannot live in peace can end only
‘when he is thoroughly crushed and sur-
renders unconditionally. This means total

war is not and asks what “war”
means anyway: “Yet it is a word in gen@ral
use, it has a present meaning. Life, ox-

ample, has said recently that we are, already
at war—'war to the finish, war now.’ What
is meant by this use of the word ‘war'? For
war, substitute ‘struggle’. We are already
in a struggle—a struggle for our lives, a
struggle to the finish, a struggle now.”

So they meant struggle, after all. Struggle
is 2 word we use all the time—struggle for
survival, struggle for existence. Struggle is
a constant companion of everybody, every-
where, all the time. Struggle is growth, and
growth is life.

All this is quite reassuring. The Time and

..Life people used a word that was a little
scary, but now we can relax. It was as if

somebody in a crowded theater had shouted, -

“Fire! Fire!™ and then blandly corrected
himself: “For fire substitute Light! Light"
After all, what is light if not controlled fire?
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Newspapers And Postal Rates
SPARTANBURG, §. C.
Editors, The News
HE annual loss of $200 million l.n handling news-
papers and magazines is the biggest reason ll;
Post Office operates in the red according to U.

News & World Report magazine of '.?hm';; ‘i;”nl'n(

gives

meranged in the face of the press.
Tas mar In:nll losses in the postal department
were estimated by Mr. Truman as follows: Air
mail, free mail for Federal Government, etc., $160,-

circulars and advertising, $125,000 ar-
cel post, $105,000,000; penny postal cards, $72.000.-
000; special delivery, money orders, etc., $29,000,+

" While the press was criticizing the manage-
ment of the yoc‘:‘l department, editors kept quiet
the fact that newspapers go through the mail for
1'12 cents a pound for reading matter and up to 7
cents a pound for advertising. Multiply such ridic
culously low rates times 6 billion newspapers and
magazines a year and you have a loss of $200 mil-
lion.

2 howl from the millions of 3-
cent letter writers because of 3-cent postage. 'Bnl
there is in force now tremendous pressure in Wash-
ington to kill Truman's attempt to increase postal
rates on papers and magazines. Such action seems
selfish and unpatriotic to me.

Letters at the rate of 3 cents an ounce have
been a money maker to the amount of about $100
million a year, sccording to the magazine article,
1t citizens can pay their 3<ent way, certainly the
press should be forced to pay its way.

It may be interesting to reveal that a Green-
\ille, S. C.. newspaper did not care to publish the
contents of this letter after editorially denying
that the newspapers and magazines were largely to
blame for the postal department's deficit. You
said anything goes in your letter column as long
as nothing libelous or obscene was written.

—J. WILSON HARRISON.

(NOTE: See editorial, “‘Postal Rate Increases”,
elsewhere on this page. —Editors, The News.)

“You don't hear

Our Starving Kids

Editors. The News: . )
\FTER reading Tom Fesperman’s stories about

CHARLOTTE

the poor little hungry Negroes and maybe some *

little hungry white kids, too, 1 thought 1 would
send you a copy of a list of Government surplus
packages that can be had from CARE, 20 B

St., New York City.

This stuff is Government surplus, and if the
starving people of Europe can have this so sheaply,
why can’t the little starving Negro and white kids
of Charlotte have some?

Maybe 1f some of these old boys that are giv-
ing a half-million dollars to some of the richest
colleges would look around and give a few bucks
to our starying children right under their noses
they would get a kick out of it. I haven't read
in any paper where anyone has given $40,000 or

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Raund
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slot machines. The lobby even listed certain meml
Congress to be contacted.

Operation of the slot:machine lobby gives a slight in-
ill the Kefauver

dication of the pressures exerted to ki
crime

seven leading slot-machine

plan their wirepulling campaign. They were out to Kill jts cars but ought to conceive a plan of o

jon ¢ by C Prince Preston Jr.  committee ought ‘possibili
of Gearpa for the repulation of slot machines shipped e e D G v wod
across state lines. A confidential copy of secret co-ordinate the activities of the entire indt in doi
utes of this meeting has been obtained and revealing ex-  whatever had to be done to defeat the ”l“_‘, the (#

cerpts follow:
‘Reliable Congressmen’

probe.

In the case of the slot-machine bill, representatives of
manufacturers met secretly in
the Chicago offices of the 0. D. Jennings Co., in order to

The News reserves the right to ¢ ondense.

even $20,000 to our Johnson C. Smith University.
®  But they did find 78 Negroes living in
eleven shacks under the nose of good old Davidson
College just 30 days before the Smith-Graham elec-
tion. That kind of stuff kinda smells.
—CLIFF E. WILSON.

How About It, Mr. Duke?

Editors, The News
WHZN a household r s on an electric alarm
clock, as mine does, and when Mr. Duke's
electric current goes off during the night, as it
does unpardonably often, the result is downright
havoe. Children wail that they'll be late (:
is

CHARLOTTE

I‘Lmumdunmn-m.mmm-m

tion.

Tsn't there some way that Mr. Duke can either
make up for time lost by electric alarm clocks,
either by doubling the cyclical rate for a period
or by having the American Trust Company's time-

el

clocks and school children? Failing those re-
medies, can't the power company keep its wheels
turning?

—TILLIE EULENSPIEGEL.

The Idea: Woman

Editors, The News:
E's only one man that can really appre-
ciate women and that is the bachelor. Now
bachelors are not women haters. On the contrary
their taste is so fine that they have never been
able to meet any women to satisfy ‘their
sense of. perfection.
As a young bachelor, my idea of a real woman—
pleased

McBEE, S. C.

a woman that I would to take home
to mother or down any church aisle or just run
off and get married to, is this: She must be around
21 to 25. Around five feet nine inches in height.
She should be well built; shapely with a well filled
figure and have attractive legs to {ill a pair of high-
heel shoes. Of course, she must be soft and dainty
and smell like a rose. Her hair should be soft and
velvety. I prefer blondes or red-heads.

ideal woman should be able to cook a

nice tasty meal better than I can myself. She should -

look good in an lr'm. She doesn’t have to be a jit-
terbug, but should know her way-around the dance
floor when a waltz is played. She ought to be able
to play a piano and sing a little. As far as talking
goes, her mind should be open to all subjects with
bias towards none. She should be broadminded and
tolerant of all and exhibit no hates for any different
kindd. h:‘ people. She should be clean of mind, body.
and heart.

I like a woman that's all woman and all for
her man. One that knows how to have and to hold
from this day forward for better or worse. A man
likes to feel that he's the cock of the walk and that
he has a little woman nobody else can match. When
1 meet a girl of my desire, I'll settle down for a pipe
:;1 slippers and a gang of kids yelling their heads

—MARK A. BROWN.

it up with the ums. However, some
to which the industry is
prevented with the

. . . . Members of the industry

machine control) bill."
Slot Machine Strategy

posed to the l\’ehwr investigation. To do so would line

presently being subjected could be
use of an intelligent public-relations
program. have consistently
lied by maintaining to the public that the industry

dustry “ought not to rest on
The
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But they wijl do so in an atmos-
phere of futility and doubt.
The belief has been
here for some time that
nese were following a calculated
policy of allowing the war in Ko-
rea to dwindle away. Having
failed in Korea, they were adopt-
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Korean Peace -

W. CHILDS

el Ghegna

23K
fice
Eli
! g
HE

¥

|

L]
£

i
]

!Fig

:
£

]

:
i
i
:

éi
P
i
i

i
i
it
5

i
i
i
i

]
EE

iz
sagE
-3
i
=
73mil
i Hi

i
i
é%‘

I
b
feadd

You Want To Cry When You
Think About This Country

By ROBERT

NEW YORK

NO’I’H!NG SEEMS to make a
great deal of sense

days, or had you noticed? All the
academic arguments about the
38th Parallel, as if they were dis-
ing the house rules for

are hiring commercial soldiers
and are calling up high-ranking
reserves.

One of the best men I know
with a phrase, Joe Mitchell, wrote
a piece one time about being hit
on the head with he

C. RUARK
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It is a world, to-
day, when a dignified mobster like
Frank Costello has an attempted

privacy of Mr. Costello.
‘What I mean, you feel numb all
things are hap-
pening, but the is like the
shoves a needle into the gum. Just
numb,
Souuthin&hn happened to val-

ues, somewhere along the line.
There seem to be no more righ!

There is a sort of general de-
spair, as if we had all been let
down. Enrythln: is in a hassel
— tlay feet g unstuck from

Slot Machine Business Operated Lobby

WASHINGTON
people don't know it, put the slot-machine boys
on a terrific lobbying drive right under the noses
of Capitol Hill solons to defeat the Preston Bill n(:'u“uq:

the attacks

up by the Justice
does

Wissman reported

wanted. So Wissman
job in the cify room.

the ﬁm-wmn:flhd it.

Merry-Go-Round

Maryland and the fake picture which the
printed of Tydings and Communist

and
blunders, to where the average
kid it wonder if honesty
the 0 has

where a boy can marry the bank-
er's daughter, by dint of hard
work, of fame

clubs return will be used in preparing statistics for the
committees in 14

slot-machine control

Though a watered-down
bill passed Congress anyhow, its enforcement is still held

ot manufacturs gambling squipment.  Thix. of course ié Slanted News "

not true. ere ought to be an honest admission Washin Times-Het demo! crack

fact that the industry does manufacture gambling equip- T Capliol Hill reporter Bert vdm:m—lorwnpom

mat ing. Wissman was to cover the Senate investi-
The representative of the Bell-O-Matic Corp., Vince gation of the smear u%

Shay, suggested that the in of ool

Earl
the hearings objectively,

:

sides of the story. But this wasn't 'what the Timeg

was given a cub reporter’s rewrite
Two substitutes were
who would write the news way

g

"HEI\B JONES (of the Baliy Manufacturing Co.) made N
the following comments:

Congressmen — This ought to be con-
tinued, but with eaution. In other words, members of the
House subcommittee ought to be approached, but only if
the contact made with the Congressman is extremely re-
liable. Congressman and

com-
mitteemen assigned to them. Also, each industry member
should speak to the Congressman of the district in which
his place of business is located.
X KefauVer invegtigation and public rela-
tions — The industry can't take {he attitude that it is op-

N summary, the secret minutes report: “After discussion,
it was finally determined ‘that the course of action to
be taken by the industry committee is as follows:

“1. Industry committee members should see Congress-
men on the House transportation providing
their contacty with these Congressmen are relisble and
beyond question.. They should also contact: the Congress-

men of the district in which their plants are located.

“2. They should submit their arguments against the
-Preston Bill and similar legislation in writing.

*“3. Committee members should send lettérs to club
W(&Mﬂl“ﬂmm‘ﬂﬁ
machine distributed to charities and charitable enter-
prises. The information gained -from letters which the



