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“THE AGING ELECTORATE

ERONTOLOGISTS—the people who study

the problems of old age—have been
telling us that before long we'll be a nation
of old folks. They say that within twenty
there will be more voters who
folks than there are young
votets. And some of them are fearful that
older voters, lured by the sparkling prom-
ises of demagogues, will become such a
Ppotent voting bloc that they will force the
enaction of illadvised class legislation.

That may happen. Already bloc-voting by
©old people has influenced Jegislation in the
states of California and Washington,
the step to the national political scene is
not a very long one.

This week the Southern Conference on
Gerontology heard one suggestion for solv-
ing. the problem—a suggestion so callous
and cruel that it scarcely merits comment.
Dr. Frank G. Dickinson, ec8nomist and stat-
istician for the American Medical Associa-
tion, noted that states now have minimum
age limits for voting, and he suggested that
it would be just as logical to establish
maximum age limits and deny the vote to,
say, anyone over 65.

Dr. Dickinson'’s easy-as-ple plan is patently
unfair, undemocrati nd unjust. Further-
more, it is a negative approach 1o a problem
that needs positive thinking. The better
approach is found in a recent U. S. Cham-
ber of Commerce report on the role of man-
agement in providing security for the coun-
try's workers. Said the report:

Management should “participate actively

in the formation of a nati policy on
such problems as v
tion of the aged in the population and the

methods that can be devised to meet this
growing problem.”

And the Esso Standard Oil Co, in &
pamphlet called “Preparation For Retire-
ment: A Study of Post-Employment Adjust-
ment”, recognizes the potential power of the
aged citizen.

Standard Oil, pointing out that conserva-
tfsm and ‘age are companions, hopefully sug-
gests that “it is possible that the peak of
political support for radical changes in our
government's economic system has been
reached”,

Esso adds:

“Preservation of property rights and in-
dividual security are.of more personal fm-
portance to the elder citizen than experi-
mental radicalism. If industry can convince
the aging industrial population that it is
doing something concrete about their un-
certain future, socialistic remedies might
well wither for lack of support.”

In an effort to convince the aged that it
ir doing something, Esso Is providing retire:
ment income for employees (based on the
productivity of the person's working career)
and is stimulating retired employees to seek
a retirement that will be “active, fruitful
and constructive, one that will combat
frustration.”

Both the Chamber of Commerce and Esso
Standard Oil have shown more intelligence
in this matter than Dr. Dickinson, a man
who should know better.

THIS IS WHAT WAR MEANS

HIS week we saw what we consider the
A most moving war photograph’ in .many
years. It showed no guns, no tanks, no
swooping planes. It showed only a Korean
mother and her daughter; but it told elo
quently of the real meaning of war.

The Acme photographer made a picture
of a Korean mother, her back and head bur-
dened with the pitiful remains of her home,
as she sought to lift her daughter who had
collapsed at her feet.

They had evidently walked many miles to

escape the storm-center of the war,
+ A great picture? We think so. There was
none of the glamour of flashing steel wings,
none of the impressive power of a row of
tanks moving to the front, none of the gal-
lantry of brave men crouched behind ma-
chine guns—just a mother and her daugh-
ter, tired and ragged; wo victims of some-
thing they couldn’t understand.

This Is the meaning of war—not logistics
and strategy, not mechanics and communi-
cations, not even the clean combat of fight-
ing men: the meaning of war is human
misery—plain, hurt, helpless human misery.

This Is the meaning of war—not imposing

A ROGUE'S GALLERY OF

N THE Federal Court House on New
York's Foley Square last week and this,
the television kliegs burned bright on a
number of well-known faces. It was the ch
max of Sem. Estes Kefauver's efforts to un-
cover links between underworld government
and mayors, councilmen, governors, con-
gressmen, judges and others of the legiti-
mate government N
First of all, there was the Senator him-
self, gaunt, spare-haired—looking something
like an urbane Abe Lincoln.

A Tennessee man named Kefauver

Had no record for being a rover,

But in famed Foley Square

He was the boy with fair hair—

Now he's known from Seattle to Dover.
nent in the camera’s lens was
ttee  membet—New Hamp-
ic but pious Senator Tobey:

another
shire’s ch

A New Hampshire Senator of fame

Found the gamblers

excuses quite lame.
el ike

¥, cried out. “For

of the performance were of-

¢ than the New

From The Arkansas Gaxette

“generals telling of great victories and not
immacalata dilomats casually talking over
green baize iahies;
human misery.

Let them remember this at Lake Success,
at Paris, in Moscow, in Washington,

the meaning of war is

VERSES

England solon, There was, for instance,
Mrs. Virginia Hill Hauser, onetime mistress
of Benjamin “Buggsy” Siegel, West Coast
racketman.

. has been through the

il
Told
And claimed it was legal.

“My hand was ne‘er caught in the till.”

of life with Bugs Siegel

In the last days of the testimony. New
York's former mayor—William O'Dwyer—
flew up from Mexico, where he is currently
being Ambassador.

An Irishman named William O'Dwyer
Laid, “Ill answer all you require;
Sure and 1 got some aid

For which Costello paid

But if you say 1 knew it, you're a liar!"

But by and large it was Frankie “Hands"
Costello—Mr. Big, The Boss—who provided

the suspense for the show. .

A gambler named Frankie Costello

Was a retiring sort of a fellow.

So when quizzed on crime

He replied every time

“I refuse to answer on the grounds that
N might tend to incriminate me.

g

Rearmament
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Is Moving

Faster Now
By MARQUIS CHILDS
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Secretary of Defense, General
George C. Marshall, and the Un-
der , Robert A. Lovett.

has been to get wool for
A conflict over the ceiling price
got in the way of contracts.

en came a strike of several
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weeks in the woolen industry. As-
sistant Secretary of Defense Anna
Rosenberg, in charge of manpow-
er, moved into the situation with
the energy that

News From.The Capital

A wage increase was tentatively
agreed on which seemed to prom-
ise an end to the walkout.

This had to be taken to the
Wage Stabilization Board for ap-

Lawmakers Take A Breather

E

to attain

proval. But there was no stabiliza-

tion of the mobilization setup. Fi-
nally, however, the strike was set-
tled and contracts for the all-im:
portant woolens were let.

One of the great headaches has
been the damaging inflation oc-
curring since last June. Lovett es-
timates that roughly two out of
every 10 items sought in the re-
armament program have been
knocked out by an inflationary
price rise of about 20 per cent.

From the beginning General
Marshall's objective has been to
produce steady flow of arms
over a sustained period of time.

He has worked for the kind of

assembly
18 the event of
allout war, From past experience
Marshall felt strongly that merely
to build so many thousands of
tanks and store them was a wrong
and wasteful way to do the job.
SHIFTING OPINION :
The general has had several bit*
ter lessons in the volatile nature
of American public opinion. Only
last December Congress was ace
tually pushing on the Defense De-
partment far more than could
conceivably have been useful. The
Chinese intervention in the Korean
;\'-r bad produced almost a panic
ear.

At that time General Marshall
made a prophecy. He predict
that by September of 1951 the tide
of opinion would again have
changed. As present events show,
he war somewhat optimistic.

The talk is again of economy
and this can have the most se-
rious implications for the future,
since what has been done thus far
is a start, a beginning, rather than
a job done. Soon Congress will be
asked for a third supplemental de-
fense appropriation for the current
fiscal year. The request, partly be-
cause of inflation, probably will be
for more than the $10 billion pre-
viously suggested as the figure.

Of course, Congress should give
this the most careful scrutiny for
possible economies. But quite
apart from such an essential sur-
vey, this request can serve as a
test of American intentions and
American determination. Arbi-
trary meataxe economy will be
notice fo the world that we have
relaxed again into something like
the old complacency.
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Military general.

House opponents of a lower draft age and
UMT believe their chancé of defeating the whol
program will be better after the Congressmen ha
talked to the home folk a bit.

Backers of the measure aren't sure it will
work that way, pointing out that polis show the
public still supports the principles of UMT.

But, as one North Carolina House member said,

Air Force agreed to look into the
again, this time openly with the sup-
citizens.

So the
matter once
port of the
“« .

QENATOR HOEY and - Representative Hamllton
[ will probably be asked about the
Air Force Academy in the Char-

chances for an

by far the majority of mail so far this session has lotie area.
been from frantic parents who are most likely to Hoey views the academy as a “longrange proj-
ect tely associated with t emer-

continue their pleu'ln person. |

B admit that has been “keeping

lagging , 80 there won't be much atgument pumber,

on l‘:xt hpnlnl. u':nboa’dd.l} H‘wy and Willis What

‘Smith, however, un ace a ge

of questiogs on thefr votes on the 18-year-olds and N. C.: , most

ceilings-for-troops _issue. .

According to Senator Hoey's reasoning, it would
be next to impossible for any youth under 18 and
three-quarters to be-sent into combat the
present bill. Senator Smith admitted frankly he
hadn't intended to vote for the measure,. but
changed his mind at the last moment when told
that it was unlikely that any great number of 18-
year-olds would called.

The Senators split, however, on the four-million-
man ceiling for troops, with Hoey feeling it unneces-
sary and that it would tip off the Russians as to
how many froops we had. Smith believed that Con-
gress was available at all times to increase the num-
ber if it pecame necessary, and voted for the roof.

e

‘\ND there's bound to be talk about the Recon-

4} struction Finance Corp. mess. Smith voices a
general opinion that “the confidence of many people
as been shaken.”

But Senator Hoey, who said he was ready
to investigate any “influence” cases referred to
his committee from the RFC inquiry, called for cool
heads when talking about abolishing the agency.

“It's unfortunate to have anyone in any pub-
lic position influenced by favoritism of any kind,”
the Senator declared. “But, one thing must be kept
in mind, the RFC has made, not lost money for
the Government.

“Although
be condemned, no question on the RFC's future
should be considered without remembering it does
serve a useful function. But, if continued,” he con-
cluded, “it should be reorganized, and freed from
any suspicion of influence.”

o .
(‘ERT.’\I?\’LY one_Congressman who will be in for

4 much quizzing will be Rep. Charles B. Deane.
He had practically assured his Laurinburg friends

t
the action is reprehensible, and to -

timal
gency.” Jomes believes it the only solution in
the Air Force surpued with an adequate
o academy- “officers.”

probably won't tell-you is-even

m ‘m Congressional sources
would be 3 timé anything is done
thout ey Tt T e

The Air Force may have narrowed down its se-
lections from 354 to seven sites, but that's a far
cry from getting the Congressional approval led.

The academy, for instance, was scuttled last

session by the: House Armed Services Committee.
Chairman Carl Vinson (D-Ga.) said last December
that his commiftee wroté into the then pending pub-
lic works bill a specific probibition against con~
struction of the academy at that time,,
The committee felt, Vinson said, that this is
the kind of project that must be deferred unmtil
“after the present emergency.” There is nothing to
indicate that Vinson or.the committee has under-
gone a change of heart.

Blossom Queen at a North Carolina ty

Looks like the new tax bill won't clear Rep.
Doughton’s Ways & Means Committee May
which means no tax bill until after July 1,

J. “Dogie” Hatcher, Senator Hoey’s super in-

vestigating sleuth, is in Mississippi now looking into
charges of job selling on the local level . . . An
incongruous pi ‘week: Senmator Hoey (who
doesn’t smoke) backing up Chairman Doughton (who
also doesn't smoke) in testimony before the House
Ways & Means Committee urging that the stiff,
newly-proposed cigarette tax not be voted be-
cause tobacco is a necessity of life.

The People’s Platform ts avatiable to

that the Laurinburg Maxton Alr Base would be scti- | tions should be less than 300 words, type-

vat,

o . toritten if possidle, and on only one side of
With much hustling around this week, Deane,

with the aid of Rep. Frank Carlyle (representing the paper. Lidel and obscenity will be de-

the Maxton area) wangled a fourth tion of the herwise anything goes. Bach letter

site. must be Xrws

Air Force officials claimed that the housing

alﬂlm' that
t been playing with
this whole A

munists to make
his draft declaration;

OTHER EVIDENCE

On the other side of the ledger,
however, are three still more im-
portant items of evidence. ‘First
the Soviets have
ued expl

:

ceive nobody and receive no con-
iL“l:lenlifm at any four poweér meet-
IR

therefore, it ap-
pears more likely (aithough very
far from certain) that the Soviets

Eait Germany that has worried
Washington. Unfortunately, how-.
ever, there are other tactics,

menacing, which are also
open to the Kremlin. These re-
quire di in another report.

FIRST YOU CATCH THE HOG Drew Pearson’s

{

FEW Sunday dinners ago the Richmond

Times-Dispatch became embroiled with
the St. Louis PostDispatch over the respec-
tive merits of \ ia and Missouri hams.
The Louistille CourierJourna! promptly got
in the act, declaring that “of course, the
only place for the true ham gourmet is Ken-
tucky.” This snide line enraged the Des
Moines Register, which claimed that Towa
ham is the epitome of a pork fancier’s dream,

Only out of one side of our mouth, how-
ever. For while the genuine Arkansas coun-
try ham may be compared with a jewel from
Cartier's, it is unhappily almost as rare. The
smokehouse proprietors of Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri and lowa have long since
discovered that a famished city slicker will
pay almost any price for their product and
have accordingly made it available. In Arkan-
sas you still have to run your country ham
down—a process that usually involves a
series of discreet inquiries and a long jour-
ney up an unpaved road.

The Veterans Administration is being
500 ona

Merry-Go-Round
PARIS

B French Government is in a quandary regarding

Marshal Henri Philippe Petain, 96 years old and still
confined in the old fortress on the healthresort isle of
Yeu. The a marshal is serving a life sentence for
having collaborated with Hitler as head of the Vichy gov-
ernment, but the French t would like to re-
lease him. Petain, however, refuses to be released.” He is
too comfortable, gets too many sympathy packages from
the USA and furthermore has a very special reason for
not wanting his freedom.

Illustrating that reason, hege is
tain and his wife as told

an actual conversation
by a priest who visits

spproaching Petain where he sat
: “Marshal, ymb;tzo is here.”

please Y
. “All right” Petain yielded, “provided you stay in the
m:pmmww&dmnblethnmylm
Madame Petain was then ushered in and stood beside
ber husband, who did not look up.
finally said, “area't you glad to see

“She says she's my wife,” the marshal again addresse@
his guard. “I have no wife. Tell her to go away.”

Petain went back to reading his book and the guard
ushered Madame Petain out. When he came back, Petain
remarked: “I told you not to let her stay more than four
minutes, but T did it in two minutes.” He seemed pleased
with his strategy.

£o back to his wife.
Italian Communism Vs, French

ernment to
‘land

Petain Likes Prison Over Wife, Freedom

farmers vote Communist, not because they believe in it,
in the government.

French and Italian battle against Communism
administration of the Marshall Plan in France and Italy.
It's difficult t realize that there could be such a dif-
ference in the administration of the same pro-
gram in two different countries, but there is.

U. S. Propaganda

lN ITALY for instance, ECAdministrator Leon Dayton
has made public speeches encouraging the

cooperate in using ECA funds for housing,




