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FOR DEFENSE ONLY—NO FRILLS

ESIDENT TRUMAN left small ground

for disagreement yesterday when he
told Congress that “the sensible and hon-
est thing to do now is to tax ourselves
enough, as we go along, to pay the finan-
clal costs of defense out of our current
income.”

The President was asking Congress for an
Increase of $10,000,000000 in the nation's
tax bill to meet the cost of the defense
program. The area of disagreement will
not be found In the use of tax money
for all necessary expenses of the national
cefense program. There are few who will
disagree that we should and must pay
to the limit of our ability to meet that
vital need.

But there Is a dcnnlu reason to ques-
tion many of the items of non-defense
cost that go into the making of the stag-
gering $71,600,000,000 budget of the United
States. Government for the year. A de-
termined effort on the part of the Ad-
ministration to reduce to a minimum all
non“defense costs would go far to build
& new confidence in our Government and
to stimulate public morale.

Although there has been lip service to

economy, there has been no assurance
that it will be practiced. As a matter of
fact Mr. Truman In his State of the Un-
lon message again called for enactment
of & number of Fair Deal projects that
can by no stretch of the imagination be
considered essential to the preparedness
program. ’

The President indicated that the $10,-
000,000,000 tax hike sought_yesterday was
not all that he would ask of the present
Congress. There have been broad intima-
Uons that an addftional $6,000,000000 or
more will be requested in a future mes-
sage.

And thas request s certaln to bring on
the fireworks. Senator Byrd, foremost of
the economy advocates, is convinced that
at least $7,000.000,000 can be cut from the
budget and if so the presently-requested
$10,000,000,000 would meet the full demands
of the defense effort.

The ten-blllion-dollar increase will hit
all of us In the pocketbook, hit hard. If
that’s what it takes we'll pay and pay with
800d grace. But we aren't Interested in
the frills and 1ts up to the Congress to see
that we don't have to pay for them.

ECONOMIC MOBILIZATION SCHOOL

.pmtwmnmmphnud by Gen.
John R. Hodge, the Third
Army, as he spoke at the concluding event

Naval District took part in the school.
Speaking along with General Hodge,
Rear Admiral R. W. Hayler, commanding
the Bixth Naval District, sald that “eco-
nomic mobilization is of ever-increasing
importance to the nation's welfare.” And
General Hodge declared that the military
forces are merely the “cutting edge” with
home front industrial know-how of the
utmost importance to national safety.
Our own defense needs and potential
was outlined by speakers during the
school as well as the needs and abilities
of our potential allies and a degree of In-

_ber of Commerce also had an active part.
Civillans representing Industry and edu-

cation in the Carolinas, Virginia
'l'unn-ae and officers from the Third
, the 14th Alr Force and the Sixth

AN OLD COMPLAINT.

IKE the veteran Rep. Robert F. Rich

of Pennsylvania who, during his long
tenure of the U. 8. House of Representa-
tives, rose regularly to ask “Where's the
money coming from” every time an ap-
propriation bill' was voted, we return to
an old—and oft-mentioned—toplc:
failure to allow full credit for medical
expenses on Individual income tax re-
turns,

Here, it seems to us, 1s the epitome of
inconsistency. The Truman Administra-
tion has Insisted all along that what
this nation needs is a system of com-
pulsory health insurance so that every-
one will be able t¢ “*fors .ll the med-
ical care he needs. Yet tha. same Admin-
istration is not at all concerned that the
little people in this country pay their
medical  expenses, and then pay income

was about  the
~trength of our possible enemles.

Those attending the course, civilian and
military, left with a far better under-
standing of our own natlonal situation
and specific information about the part
that they and thelr organizations will
have In the development of our defenses.
The school was definitely worthwhile and
Charlotte was fortunate in having been
selected as the place at which it was held.

taxes on that money, up to 5 per cent of
thelr gross Income. (You can deduct
medical expenses over the 5 per cent
figure).

In other words, a-man who has a gross
income of $5,000 gets no Income tax credit
unless his medical expenses for the year
afe more than $250. On that first $250,

income tax on the
amount he paid the doctor.

It Mr. Truman wants to help people
pay their medical bills he ought to ask
Congress to change the law to permit
deductions of all legitimate medical ex-
penses. Like Rep. Rich, we propose to
bring up the subject every income tax
season until someone does something
about it.

AN UNWELCOME VISITOR

TH:B chillness of ‘this morning was more
than sufficlent to cause townspeople
to greet one another with shivering,
stamping of feet and various expressions
designed to Inform the listener just how
cold it was and how the speaker was
affected by the low temperature.

The expressions ranged from the pedes-
trian “Gosh, it's cold” to the frritating
“Cold enough for you?"

After some brisk

was cold as a cucumber.”

Then there was Shakespeare, who found
an object “cold as any stone".

Our favorite cold-weather simile, though,
was created by Robert Herrick within the
context of a child's grace:

“Here a little chlld I stand

“Heaving up my elther hand,

“Cold as paddocks though they be . . .*

It isn't that “cold as paddocks” Is par-

—we have decided that most of us are
rather negligent in our verbal recognition
of the weather. Surely we can do better
than ‘Cold enough for you?"; others have.

Consider,. for instance, Beaumont and
Fletcher, Elizabethans, who first gave the

ticularly : what intrigues us Is
the question: what sort of paddocks? Are
the little child's hands as cold as a pasture,
one meaning of paddock? Cold as a sort
of sledge for carrying stones, another
meaning? Cold as a toad, an archale
Scotch dialect meaning, which can also be

“cool as a simlile to
Thelr actual phrase was “cold as a cucum-
ber”. Try that on for size: “This morning

From The Charleston News & Courier

used in for large persons?
Whatever the case, the child’s hands
were cold.

BIG TAXES FOR LITTLE MAN

IF THERE 15 to be another huge tax in-
creass, as recommended by Mr. Truman,

a national sales tax probably would be as
fair o way as any to collect it. Persons
In the higher brackets already are pay-
Ing most of thelr income to the Federal
Gcevernment. A sales tax would get money
frem  everybody, with the person who
bonght the most being required to pay the
most.

The danger of & national sales tax 1s
that, once enacted, it probably would be
here to ctay. War or no war, International
crisis og International calm, a sales tax

the last analysis the “man in the street”
will pay.

“By far the largest part of the additional

" revenue must come from the middle and

lower tax brackets.” Mr. Truman's Council
of Economic Advisers says. “These are the
brackets in which the great bulk of the
income 1is located.”

In addition, the Councll says, there must
be new exclise taxes—which really are sales
taxes on specific items—ahd new corpora-
tlon taaes. Corporations have to pass most
of thelr taxes along to consumers, so cor-
poration taxes really are indirect sales
taxes.

The cay is rapidly approaching when
persons with big incomes will be milked
dry. as a source of revenue In soclalistic
England, the day already has arrived.
From Lere on In, it will be the poor man
and the man of moderate means who will
be required to give more and more of his
earningi to the American Government.
Saies tax or no sales tax, the end result
Wil be the same. It 15 the end result of all
“h'gh spend” governments As a last re-
sort they must turn to the placé where the
real money is—among the rank and file.

. uuy uw nmuu; Perhaps—always in
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Winter Of Our Discontent

Tom Schlesinger

Willis Smith On Red Probe Committee

WASHINGTON
SENATE this week vnud $75,000 for & broad

investigation of Communism in America to be
handled by & mn-mu\ Judiciary uheﬂnmlﬂ.n on
security headed by Pat McCarran (D-Ne

Wills Smith admits even his wildest di
he “Communist menace” in North

freshman among the group of seasoned
tors.

mmychuny-mmmtm-mwmmuw
a

make
handling of Oummunm-conuol law, and to in-
vestigate mlmn.lve- in and out of the Government.

*1 don't think I'm unduly suspicious.” Smith de-
clared. “1 think we should every effort we can
to Tean out the  Communists.

“But,” he added, “I dont want this investiga-
tion to ﬂmnu into those who merely
have slight differences of opinion from the usual
order. And Il add my welight to see that It doesn't.”

Other members of the group are: Eastland (D-
Miss); O'Conor (D-Md.): (R-Mich.); Jen-
per (R-Ind); and Watking (R-Utsh).

EITHER Smith nor Senator Clyde R.

Hoey claim
kruking Inclinstions.  But both
tions to embarrass
wish.

Smith, by his committee assignment, has al-
most by-passed the traditional freshman-should-be-
e will be carefully Listened
to as & member of a powerful Red inquiry body

As for Hoey, the Senate this week also voted
to continue the work of his subcommittee and again
voted $100000 for its use, The Senator, in the in-
terest of economy, returned $16.000 which was left
mr (mm last year's appropriations.

is noted for his let-the-chips-fall-where-

the b!tl or his

that the investigating subcom-

Tolace B heads. & branch of the Senste Expendirures
Committee, s & successor of the World War

mittee which President Truman headed when he was

e e Benator plans to reopen his five percenter
Inquiry to discover whether improper influence had
figured in the awarding of current Government de-
fense_contracts

“We're magnly interested in finding out whether
the small businessman is getting the run-around,”

sald.

“But we're also keeping an eye 6n unnecessary
spending by Armed Porces agencies’ the Senator
continued, pointing out that there was much buying
beyond our needs during World War IL

“When the war ended. we had 12 million men

the service. but we had 83 million blankets stored
in warehouses. We also had 90 million pair of d:

put away for some reason or other This is

what we have to wa! kh Xm’

ERE doesn't seem much doubt that there’s an
tspcl:hllv strong sentiment in support of econ=
ental operations on the domestic
front, louunn. President’s budget message.
the entire delogation-—at one time ot
another—has rnu m avor of reduction of non-
essential expendt
Typical !rvre-mm this week
Senator Hoey: “T have been giving much consid~
ontlen o the Prestient’s recommendation as to the
-52 budget for 71 billion dol
mh reduction can be mao rmmm doing r\ol:nn
o my necessary wbuc
“T shall the lu:y of opposing all ap-
pmumum for Mon-essentialy and thall push Tor
Tever possible even as lo essentials.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

bassador Warren Austin

“lnnlllﬁmeo(emuwnlnmlhnllddennre-
quires such tremendous expendit we cannot af-
ford to continue and expand mny ‘projects
in process.

some nces where projects are nearing
mp&elwn. it lmy ba
t a loss may be sustained by al
them in unﬂn\lh.d state.”

“Non-essentials” Hoey defined as “any Govern-
ment service we can do Without.”

In a similar vein, Smith explained his feelings:

“I think all non-defense items that can
be laid aside for the present should be s0. We
don't know just where our is with the

impact of war expenditures. We spend
ail we can afford on the defense of national integrity.
“T was much opposed to the proposed budget in-
dmlum-v.humor--ocuunu nature.”
‘Typical expression the House side came
tham Represcatative Hambion Jones. who delared:
T feel that the Presidents budget can be cut
as o
Toending nestesertly these daye ‘sn Armed Forces,
and domestic services must suffer for our national
good.”

nn'mz North Clmllnl ulenum favors tree

and quoted Tar Heel Lind-
say C. Warren, the comptroller general.

“The Government would have saved 587 million
from 1949 through 1949 If free GI insurance
in effect instead of the optional NSLI under which

service men were able to obtain insurance st bargain
rates.” Warren sajd.
Robert E.

m’nis ew -dmmmnuu umum

. 1s a product of Yale 37 and the Harvard

Law s:hool *40 . .. Hoey thinks his Investigating sub-

committee should be made “watchdog” over the na-

tlon's proposed $5.1 billion civil defense program

Hoover Adams, the Dunn newspaperman and Smith

campaign pol-erho\ue pald his "rat Vit to hia ex:
boss this w

Quote, Unquote

The discovery made, last Saturday, that
there are some parts of West Texas to which civilia:
tion has not yet penetrated. At Guthrie, you can
sl get » cup of coffee for & nickel—Wichita
(Tex.) Times.

Part of our country's inflation is to be found in
the ideas of peopls as to what they must have—
Greenville (8. C.) ru.-n
1 know aoe tilow who 13 30 dam contrary that
when he attends a burlesque show he ptarts shouting.
“Put It On"—Fernandina (Fla) News Leader.

real one-woman-in-a-million is the woman
rhﬂrmnlwro(lhauﬁulhlynlwmw
Kingsport (Tenn.)

tional relations.

Stute Board’s Statement p

School Sltuatlon

is increased
by the General Assembly, it will
to operate

It may even be Impossible to avert
a disastrous deteriorition In the
state school system.

It is not intended in this relative-
1y brief statement to detall all of

system  will be confronted if the
appropriations recommended
the Dtrecwr of the Budget and the
Commission are

nun SCHEDULE
e $2.200-83.100 teacher salary
schedute “which ihe 1943 General
Assemhly authorized contingently
and which is actually in effect this
biennium ean not be continued dur-
Ing the 1951-53 biennium. The most
the State Board of Education cans
hope to do with the recommend
la

quests

upon an anticipated in.
crease of 10 per cent In the costs
of these items. The Director and

these  requests

salary
will be to maintain the present ba-

by increasing the pupil load of
each teacher. The cuts In compen-
sation which the teachers must bear
at u time of inflated living costs
and of increased pupll burdens will
inevitably have s narmful effect
on thetr morale and will tend to
diminish. if not dry up altogether.
availabe supply of properly
teachers, The progress
painfully achieved the past few
years in reducing the number of
non-standard teachers in classroom
service will be largely lost
TEACHER LOAD
T Although the pupil load
resting on_the individual teacher
in North Carolina is next to the
highest in the nation — only Mis-
sissippl being higher — the State
rd of Education did not seek
turther rellef during the next bien-
nium. It requested only such teach-
ers as would enable it to take care
on the present allotment basis of
the increased ber of pupils
that can be reasonably anticipated
The recommended appropriations
will provide only 30 of the 16 sd-

ditional  teachers requested for
1952-53  (exclusive of additional
princl; sis of recent

tional teachers requested.

1951-52 and 1684 for 1952-53 will be
needed in excess of the number in
the budget for the current year.
During the current year the num-
ber of pupils In average sttend-
ance has increased 28.220 over the
last session. During the past five
years the number of school chil-
dren In average dally sttendance
has increased 115000. The situa-
tion In 1952-53 will be particularly
acute due to the fact that the heavy

children entering the first grade.
This heavy enroliment must be in-

1l
in a deterioration in the muuu- of
the tnstruction which the individu-
al child receives.
scnool. BUSSES
. to the tn(nmnuen
.vu.hbu to the State Board,
u:hml wm will be added by me
local units next year and 350 will
be added \n 1952-53 to relieve over-
crowding of buses apd to take care
of the new and enlarged transpor-
tation needs created by cn.molml-
tions. The State lo-‘s
funds to meet the modest mmes

in the school bus fleet. -
priations recommended by the Budg-

Director and the Commission
provide 207 less bus drivers than
will be required next year and 279
less than will be required in 1952-

+ 53, Assuredls. the situation should

not be met by reducing the mea-
gre salary of $20 a month which
the drivers presently draw Yet it
would be indefensible it children
continued to ride In dangerously
overloaded busses or Iacked trans-
portation altogether solely because
the state falled to provide drivers
for busses actually nvailable
GASOLINE AND OIL

IV. When the State Board pre-
pared its budget requests for gus-
oline. anti-freeze. ofls and greases
last Pall it estimated that the
market prices of these indispens-
able items would increase an av-
erage of 10 per cent during the

next blennium The Director and
the Commussion slashed the
Board's requests far 1951-52 by

$151.265 and the requests for 1952
53 by $196.715 In the interval since
-

David A. Ritchie, Ulysses,
aldermaen: and notarii pubI venimes

cut
subtantialy. The prices of tire.
tubes and parts have already in-

and Com.
mission are not suffietent to ‘nsure
&nt the lives of children will not

i anticlpating
creases in coal

. Man; hooh
m"be!omﬂbyme' =

of their fuel suppiles to close down
before the end of the huun. sea-
son of the next school year.

to urgent
of the schools and to nsure. the
best sanitation and proper house-

e schools exclustve
of the contingency salary
that Inst year and oot
pald this year. The Director of th
Budget and the Advisory l“dl"
Commizsion recommend an appro-
priation of £91922,208 for next year
exclusive of the con -1
arv increase that accrues this
And that wil be paid after July 1.
This amounts to an increase of
29 oer cent. Por 1952-53, the i
rector and the Commission recor
mend an sopropriation of w:ms-
418 or an Increase of 4.2 per cent.
state school- system faces &
truly critical blennium. It must

mmlmuly increased prices  for
all of its supplies, equipment and
services. In malntaining a com-
petent ersonnel. it must theet lh'
competition  of un)

hich wages of private lndumv
with salaries frozen at the levels
of two and even four years ago.
The urgent needs and the unpre-
dictable conditions of the mext two
vears can not be met with an v
erage incrense of only 3.6 e
cent in avallable funds. Unless the
General Assembly substantially in-
creases the appropriations recom-
mended by the Director and the
Advisory Budget
consequences will be a serfous Im-
pairment in the educational op-
portunities of the state’s children
The public school line can not be
held It will certanly buckle We
can only hope that through some
miracle 1t will not buckle disas-

trously

Yugoslav Learns How Democracy Works

N the delegates’ lounge of the United Nations, U. 8. Am-
stood listening to a group of

Pa.—Let justices of the peace,

earnest people. They talked at some length. Auun nnuud

cm!uuy & patient; ek e lid as the Vermont
‘which
Ai m nu\er :nd of the uex:um lounge Yugoslav Dele-
u tanch arvat. though fri to

kln( lﬂn Ml}'
nn«i Nations Childrens Pund. Intrigued at Ambassador
Amlnl llnllny conversation, Ambassador Bebler finally

nsked Miss Jacobs.
thering Mr. Austin?”

known to the t group to
Austin is & peace has \deas on
and =
you mean to say t ansone can come o here
and mmrwpuunu- Bebler.

Citizens' Suggestion Box

to
There is & great unharnessed res-
in this country which
can be put to work, and here is a citisens’ box con-
l'lv-do-hmd for better pre-

paredness and for winning the cold

Warren . “Dulutn, Minn —H-re the Post
Oftfice t a stamp a
be used on U. 8. letters sent abroad. Many of e
would eventually get behind Tron Curtain.

D. H. Stein, Rochester. N. Y.—Lat the Defense Dept e
pare plans to utilize civilians who are now working

portant profects,
of jitters 'llh l !eellnl of vﬂk
the men in uniform whose hours are not

udhwnm

Flora Ross, Chicago, Ill.—Sears, Roebuck and Montgom-
ery Ward catalogs dropped behind the Iron Curtain would
constitute pucnhmno
different from us. They don't want war either.

cost In the preparalion of papers relating to violation
price control. This would save time and expense in pre-
venting black marketeering

M

1 T Cox, Prospect. Ky—A in Loutss
well as others throughout (he Tation, have started
A movement to get every one to pause at BOGR a.ny for &
minute of silent praver for peace. guidance, and the
of Christianity . ., There
of prayer as thers is in the power of gravity or elece
tricity. neither of which you ean see o tonen

Carl Landman. Palo Alto, Calif —Create a huge Organ:
ization to combat Russian propaganda. the m(m be f*‘
cruted from refugees of Soviet oppression.

Donohoe. Charleston. W. Va rteen miltion
hunting Ticenses were ingied Ias( year. The holders of thess
licenses can shoot with considerable accuracy. They can be
organized for home defense.

r and Mrs Richard u J-mxm Jackson Helghts, N.

¥ —Persuade the nation's No. 1 planist to make a record 0
be sold for the benefit of e vl Regardless of the music
critics, we are sure that a record by H rd
would outsell “The Thing.” AT B B e

John R. Steele, Indianapolis—A tem,
tmmam nmua ¢ be oy wy.w. n Wn. of an

ir services without,



