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THAT $305 MILLION ‘DEFICIENCY’

HE State Highway Commission’s pro-

jection of a $305 milllon “deficlency”
program to bring the primary road system
up to 1951 standards raises an Interesting
question. Is this woeful situation partially
if not largely, due to Governor BSecotl's
emphasis on secondary roads?

One reason this newspaper opposed the
**$200 million secondary road bond lssue two
years ago was its bellef that the big figure
had been plucked from the_air, and that
no effort had been made to correlate the
long-range needs of secondary roads with
those of the whole system. The Highway
Commlssion answered (hat the use of bond
money for secondary roads would muke
more tax mones avaflable for primary
roads. That the reply was an ecvaslon
rather than an answer has now been es-
tablished by the Commission's own survey
of primary road needs.

A few facts chosen from the data
accumulated last year by the Munlicipal
Road Commlssion support the charge that
the primary road system has been un-
der-emphasized, and the secondary road
system over-emphasized by the BScott
Administration.

Forty-three per cent of total mileage
traveled is on the primary highway s
tem, 10 per cent on secondary roads, 33
per ¢ on city streets, and around 6
per cent on other roads. Yet in 1948-49,
the Highway Commission spent $30,500,000
(36 per cent) on primary roads, around
$38,000000 (44 per cent) on secondary
roads, and only $5,700,000 (seven per cent)
on streets. .

It was estimated by Engineer James S.
Burch, in a letter to the Road Commission
on March 17, 1050, that the primary road

system was recelving 36 per cent .of State

gasoline taxes and license fees, that the

secondary roads were recelving 53 per cent,
and that streets were receiving 4 per cent

That this ratio Is far out of balance Is
indicated by figures of expenditures in 44
othe: Trates where. on the average. pri-
mary roads receive 66 per cent of State
funds, secondary roads receive 23 per cent,
and streets get 6 per cent.

In 1048-49 North Carolina spent 68 cents
for every 100 vehicle miles driven on the
primary roads, $1.90 for every 100 vehicle
miles driven on the secondary roads, and 17
cents for every 100 vehicle miles driven on
streets, In other words, the State spent
three times as much per vehicle mile on
the secondary roads as on the primary
ronds, and eleven tmes as much on rural
roads as on streets

Put another way, primary roads
earry 43 per cent of all traffic and now
receive 36 per cent of gasoline and license
taxes. Secondary roads carry 19 per cent
and recelve 53 per cent of the tax money.
Streets carry 33 per cent and recelve 4 per
cent,

Tur Nrws admits quite readily that the
State highway system—primary and sec-
dary roads and city streets—is an inter-
deMgndent and interrelated system, the
unity of which cannot be cut up for

the

lleve, that the current .deficiencles in the
primary system largely reflect a dispro-
portionate expenditure on secondary roads

in the past.
In evaluating the new $305 million
“deficiency” program for primary high<

ways, North Carolina taxpayers should re-
member what has caused the deficlency.

PURGE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

VEN If one tends to be overly cautious,

it 1s hard to read into the latest Czech
purge anything other than the conclusion
that Moscow s finding it Increasingly
difficult to impose Stalinism on satellite
nationallst groups and the hope that the
stern measures Moscow Is taking will
further inflame the nationalism that
smoulders everywhere behind the Iron
Curtain.

The charges against ex-forelgn minister
Viado Clementls and five lesser alleged
tors have a famillar ring. They

have been “deviationists”. They plotted
the death of President Kiement Gottwald
and the seizure of the party and the Czech
Government. They have been conniving
with foreign sples. They have been trying

will likely get the death sentence just as
did other “traltors” who put the interest
of their own satellite nations above that of
, Kostov of Bul-

myﬂun: but the most slavish obedience

’l'hc ':ouhlu in Czechoslovakia go deep.
Tn 1048, one-twentleth of the mm of
the Czech Communist Party were dropped
from the rolls. This year, 160,544 others—
84 per cent of the published total mem-
bership—have been dropped. And Secre-
tary-General Josef Frank's reporl to the
Central Committee Thursday Indicated
that another purge, more rigid than the
current one, is yet to come.

Everywhere the story is the same. Hun-

ANOTHER AMENDMENT

ESPITE the fact that most state leg-

islatures ratified the new 22nd amend-
ment to the Constitution ‘without sub-
mitting the question to popular votes, it is
safe to assume that the two-term Presi-
dential Nmit expresses the will of the
American- people.

The two-term tradition has been strong
in this nation since the days of Wash-
ington and Jefferson. It was so strong
that no President before Franklin D
Roosevelt dared test it, and that eminent
gentleman probably would not have won
& third and fourth term had not the inter-
national situation been so critical. Now It
will be legally tmpossible for any man to
be elected to the office of President more
than twice.

Tux Nrws has been fully aware of the
arguments in favor of limited Presidential
tenure, and concurs with them quite en-
thusiastically. Nonetheless, this newspa-
per felt that the tradition was strong

. a-plenty to restrain any future President,
and that it would be best not to write the

From The Asheville Citizen
—_—— T,

gary announced this week that 100,000
Communists had been lopped from the
party rolls. The last count showed 92,500
‘ousted in Romania. Poland's ‘various
pmu have trapped some 200,000 devia-
tiontst

The rallying polnt for the satellite
nationalists is Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia
who, despite & campaign of terrorism and
intimidation waged incessantly by the
Kremlin and its lackeys, has managed to
overcome drought and economic boycotts
and to stand upright and unafrald as an
independent Communist.

8aid one of the reports to the Central
Committee: “We shall prove that there Is
a place in the party only for those who
in the most holy manner love the Soviet
Unlon, the Communist Party or Bolsheviks
and Comrade Stalin." The reference to
Tito was clear.

What does the latest Czech purge mean
to the West?

If we may paraphrase a pet phrase of
the Communists, it means that Stalinism
contains within itself the seeds of its own
destruction. Insistence on complete loyalty
to Moscow may turn out to be a boomerang
fatal to world Communism.

It means that the stralns behind the
Iron Curtain are stronger than we have
suspected, and that cracks in the Russian
structure are beginning to appear.

It means that Marshal Tito must be
defended from aggression if It is militarily
possible for the West to do so. As long as
his regime maintains its independence,
Russia cannot be sure of any of its satel-
lites.

NOW IN ORDER ¢

restriction into the Constitution
another 1940 or 1944 should occur.

Now that the 22nd Amendment is the
law of the land. it becomes appropriate
to consider limiting terms of other public
offices, specifically Congressional terms.
The Congressional system has the same
inherent evils of the unlimited Presidential
tenure—a tendency to perpetuate oneself
in power, a temptation to place politics
above the national welfare in order to
win re-election, a creaking and archalc
seniority system with Iits emphasis on long
service rather than ability.

Two terms for a Senator, and four terms
for a Representative would be a falr fig-
ure. Tt is unlikely that the Congress, which

the 22nd would
be interested In disarranging its own
dynastic design, but the legislatures of 32
states acting individually can call for such
an amendment.

If the principle of the 22nd Amendment
is valid, does it not follow that the 23rd
15 now in order?

lost

GOOD, IF—

OV. JIMMY BYRNES of the other

Carolina says he will not issue any

more protlamations setting aside weeks or

special observances for this group

:&n one. Nobody, he explains, pays any
to such

for each day there are several while
most weeks have dozens. Celebrants for
some reason deeply desire proclamations.
Charleston would consider It lese majesty
no doubt, if a native son refugeeing in the
try around Columbia did not get

We hope His Excellency sticks to that
high resolve. But we dunno, we dunno,

In Lower Carolina the Legislature has
the - s0 hogtled

that on some working days there's nothing
do but sign proclamations. Too,
days and, there are weeks, and

lhe week of Azalea Festival off to a roar-
ing start with a high-powered proclama-
tion, 'her-ud to the sky.

who thinks he has a clear

lnny a
L only a poor memory of his
past—Greenville (Tenn.) Sum.

‘Detachment’ Might Settle
Bickering On Wage Board

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
T‘H! DISPUTE over labor's
place in the delenx Mllnh
ration can be rated
from the whole Ilnurd leh of
conflict between industry and the
unions during the past fifteen
vears. It is one more round in
the struggle for power which be-
gan with the successful organiza-
tions of trade unions in mass
production industry.

Mobilization boss Charles F.
Wilson is reported to have been
greatly surprised by the resigna-
tion of the three labor members
from the Wage Stabilization Board
with the violent repercussi
followed. And this itself must be
put down as surprising in view of
Wilson's native shrewdness and his
long experience in bargaining with
labor

He seems to have assumed that
although he and the others he
brought in with him came from
big industry they would be ac-
cepted as disinterested directors
of the mobilization effort. Conse-
quently there would be no neces-
sity to balance the picture with
one or more representatives from
the trade unions,

NAIVE VIEW

But in view of the pattern of
recent years, this was at the very
least naive. Thd conflict goes too
deep for that. What is more, the
personalities of the past are too
directly involved in the present
mn!mvmy

of the members of the
L'm(ed Labor Policy Committee,
representing virtually all the un.
ions except the United Mine
Workers, is James B. Carey, sec-
retary-treasurer of CIO and
head of the International Union of
Flectrical, Radio and Machine
Workers. Last September Carey's
union in_negotiations with the
General Electric Co., of which
Wilson was president, got a con-
tract calling for wage increases,
pension and other benefits.
Recently the union obtained two
documents that led Carey and his
associates to believe the company
not only wanted to knock out the
gains in the September contract
but to break the power of organ-
ized labor. The Feb. 12 and 19
issues of GE's employee relations
News Letter, circulated among
the Genera! Electric management,
have served in behind-scenes dis-
cussions to increase the bitterness
and resentment of union officials.
These two letters in photostated

Drive
bave been widely circulated.

The Feb. 12 letter attacked min-
imum wage and fair labor stand-
ards laws as unnecessary, '.Iulr
funlur operation “simply

tionary — with no excuse for it.”
But what really stirred the wrath
of the unions was the fauavlnl
paragraph in a discussion which

ing rail
like a bunch of

“Union off hb—nmun- bel-
ligerently and sometimes pleas-
antly—are now offering as-
sistance to Government officials
and business management in ex-
pediting civilian and nuum-y
duction in the emergency. Is it lll’
wonder there is such an inclina-
tion at national and local levels
to feel that these gentlemen have
made such a successfully lifelong
career of specializing in effective
ways to interfere with production
that they may not now be very
useful if they should suddenly be
put at the lenﬂ! art of increas-
ing production
IRRITATION AGGMVA'I'I!D

The Feb. 10 ietter commenting
on the walkout of the three union
members of the Stabilization
Board suggested that this resulted
from “a deeper irritation about
their failure so completely to dom-
inate the political side of the de-
fense production and stabilization
situation in the way they did dur-
ing the last war." It also con-
tained a discussion of “minority
rule” of 15,000,000 organized work-
ers over 50,000,000 unorgani

Wilson severed all connection
with General Electric when he
took his present thankless ass
. He has said that he never
intends to go back to industry
and that his only hope is to do the
best possible job In directing the
nation’s re-armam

Perhaps if a hbor executive of
the top rank—say Philip Murray
or William Green—could similar-
ly detach himself from his past
connections, he might serve with
Wilson in a disinterested partner-
ship. Hardly less,
will settle the controvers:
it is not settled, the bﬁ:kmnl will
go on and mobilization can be
seriously interrupted not alone in
Washington but in the workshops
across the country.

What's Wrong With This?

(An Editorial from The Ashe-
ville Citizen)

+ Divided equally into 12 parts. the
population of North Carolina would
divide into 336,576 persons fo: each

the 12 congressional districts.
The slim Republican minority n
the General Assembly has pre-
sented a redistricting bill which
would do more or less just that.

On a map of North Carolina or
in vouu as well as population fiy-

congressional districts (to say
nomu of jnﬂlchl districts) are
to a farethewell.
Altho the Republican Party
from more than
half to nearly two-thirds as many
ballots as the Democrats cast in
a general election, it has no voice
in the national House of Repre-
sentatives. Congressional districts
are so arranged by the majority
that a Republican in North
Carolina has about as much vot-
ing influence as a ocrat :in
Maine.

The present 12th district is
made up of Buncombe, Cheroket,
Cl"v Gl'lhlm. Haywood, Hender-

ackson, Macon, Swain and
'l‘rlnlylvlnh Counties.

In the last Pruldenlhl election
this district cast 45,054 Democratic
votes and 33,240 Republican votes.

Republicans would take
Madison and Yancey Counties out
of the 11th district and Mitchell out
of the 10th, adding them to the
counties which are already in the
12th. These counties cast 6,837
Democratic votes in 1948 and 8,530
Republican votes. Thus, under the
new alignment in the 12th district,
the theoretical vote would be:
Dtmocuﬂe. 51,911; Republican,
41.770.

Let us put it another 'l)' A
table of comparison would give this

Drew Pearson’s

spread of votes in favor of the
Democrats.
Present 12th 11814
“New" 12th 10,141

In the neighboring 11th congres-
sional district there are at present
seven counties: Cleveland, Gaston,
Madison, McDowell, Polk, Ruther-
ford and Yancey.

This district cast 32919 Demo-
cratic votes and 22,304 Republican
votes in the last Presidential elec-
liom

e RepHliczcs would drop Re-
publlean Mldb(vl and Democratic
Yancey, adding to the 11th dis-
trict from its neighbors Alleghany,
Ashe, Avery, Burke, Caldwell,
Surry, Watauga, Wilkes Yad-
kin. Under this alignment the the-
oretical vote would be: Democra-
tic, 63,574; Repubh:a.n, 56,827,

.

‘What, we want to hwv. is wrong
with this new alignment? It puts a
population of 335,104 (as against
283,074) in the 12th district and a
population of 346,709 (as against
338519) in the 11th district.
While the proposed arrangements
give the Republicans a better
chance by less than 4.000 votes to
capture the 11th mm:t. the mar-

remains the same in
the 12th district. 'l'l\' counties tend
to be contiguous on lines running
north  ai rather than
sprawling east and west, while in
some instances, such as the case
of Madison County, at present they
gerrymander Republican votes into
a Democratic district.

The only thing wrong with it
from a narrow partisan view s
that it would give the minority
party a better break and strength-
en the real basis of a two-party
system. It goes without saying, of
course, that the Replmuuu in the
General Assembly propose
but the Democratic nu:only wul
do all of the disposing.

“I'll Be Glad When The Great Debate Is Over’

People’s Platform

School Dispute Aired

CHARLOTTE
Editors. The News:
ON Feb. 23, a delegation representing the Merry
Oaks Civie Club attended a meeting of the
cmrlou:b Board h?dmuu: for ll‘:: exp';eu pur-

e of obtaining informa ref ing the prom-
:oe.d building of the ury School
and the Chantilly Jr. L

A week ago it was that these two
schools and one other in a different section would
not be built at this time 'l!.h the funds obtained
thmulh the “j mlmon bond issue which was

m w ut.lon a talk was made
by Dr G:nnl- to the H‘A at the Chantilly Ele-
mentary School and in the talk he urged everyone
fo go out and vote for the bond issue with the dis-
tinct understanding that Merry Oaks Elementary
School would be among the first schools to be
built. Perhaps other talks were made at other schools
with the same promise made regarding schools to
be built in other districts, We do not kmow if they
were, but after seeing how things are worked, we
would not be surprised if this happened elsewhere
in Charlotte.

After the bond issue was voted the news-
papers gave considerable publicity to the schools
which were to be built and the first on the list
was Merry Oaks Elementary S ov. 18,
1850, it was announced that a 23-acre tract had been
pmhnedmummnn.mlolmlm

n Feb. 23 we listened to a lengthy discussion
of lhe shrinkage of the $3.5 million and were told
that at least $5 million should have been asked for
and that actually $9 million is needed to complete
the schools.

We asked why the Merry Oaks School which
was number one on the list for building was also
number one on the list to be shelved, whereupon
the Board members just looked at each other and
no explanation was given and no answer made

r than the fact that the newspapers might
made a mistake in listing that school as first.
That indeed is a lame answer to an intelligent
question. Before this we were told that a group

of New York experts had been called in for a sur-
vey and that all houses in the neighborhood had
been involved and figures obtained. It is quite
astonishing to us that figures were obtained when no
one on Ave. or Carolyn Drive was called.
upon by anybody for that information and as far
as we know none of the other neighborhood streets
were visited by any experts.

Just where is the $3.5 million going? What Is
to be done with the 23-acre tract that has already
been purchased” Is it to stand fdle mdrlml!ely"
It was suggested by board members that because
of present overcrowded conditions prevailing at
Chantilly Elementary School and Midwood Ele-
mentary School that it will probably be necessary
to hold split sessions. If that is the case, cannot
the board me rs see that the situation is critical
in this section Tight now. It was also said that
ground purchased on Commonwealth Ave. for the
Chantilly junior high school would not be satis-

hclory because of the adjacent coliseum that i

be built. Did not the board members know
Ihzn that land was purchased that the Coliseurn
was considering lround in that neighborhood? If
that property is to be sold wl will money
from the sale go?> Will Ilhll finance Merry Oaks
or Chantilly or will it be in some eatirely dif-
ferent section of Charlotte?

Most of the new schools follow a similar pattern
and we cannot see why it should take lmxm
ly six months' costly architectural drawings for
each one. If that is a sample of the way the $3.5
million is being spemt it is easy to determine why
the amount is insufficient. Let us have master
and new schools where needed now without fur-
ther delay.

Last and definitely not least. we would like to
know if some of the $3.5 million is to be used
for :I’e erﬂlnl of lhc ch York experts as men-
tions

MEIRY om CIVIC 11 ‘B,
Mrs. Elliott Ives Porter, Secretary.

The Law Of Humanity

Editors, Tur Nrws:
slNCE we are at the cross roads of world chaos
or world peace, it would appear that it is vital
ly mecessary for mighty nations to become weaker
when it becomes apparent that their philosophy
and purpose is not for the betterment of all tus
people of all the world.
We the people of the world live in one world.
We must learn to live in harmony and peace in
un-—our world.
ery person in the world is entitled fo
pncelul and happy life in this world. I you believ
you must believe that. Any nation that con-
ﬂn tries to stir up strife and trouble among
the nations of this elnh will slowly but surely lose
its. er and prestige among the nations of this

HAMLET

Nationalism is a fine thing, but we the people
of \hh and other nations must remember that the
other nations and their people have certain inalien-

able rights under the greatest of all laws, The
Law of Humanity.

—ROBERT C. BOYD SR.

Note Of Thanks

Editors, The News:
WE ARE most gratefui to you for your co-opera-
nnn during our recent 1950 Christmas Seal

CHARLOTTE

e coverage given us by The News
tributed a great deal to the success of the
paign. We shall look forward to working
you throughout the year.

—HELEN B. BURRIS,
Executive Secretary.
JERRY®BALL,

Seal Sale Chairman.

con-
cam.
with

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

Dm PEARSON, departing for a news survey of gath-
ering European war clouds, left the following instruc-
tions for his etaff:
To the staff:
1 shall be traveling in Europe and countries adjacent
Curtain' for the next two or three weeks. Dur-
you may have to write an occasional emer-
in case I get too far away from a cable office
gets tough.
nu:h columns please bear in mind the fol-
to admit an error. Double and triple
check in order !a avoid errors, but if you find you are
wrong, say so. It is only fair to the man you have
in addition to which the public will respect you for being

"If you are sure you are right. however, stick to your
guns and if necessary we will battle it out.

Never bear grudges. If a President or a Senator calls
you a name, don't call one Because he is puerile or
small is no reason for you to sink to his level. Write
facts; don't go in for name-<alling. Any scrivener can fill
a column with abuse. Epithets can be culled from any
dollar dictionary, but it takes good journalism to ferret
out graft or the backstage doings of diplomats or the in-
come-tax cheaters—and then make what you say stand up-~
in court.

Smoke-Filled Rooms
JREMEMBER that it is art of your job o right some of
the news-wrongs of the Capital. big n—-upu
can be ruthless, their newsmen In a hurey. It is

your job to probe deeper than the handout or the official
statement. You are to pick up where the spot-news men,
rushing for the telephone or grabbing for the headline,
leave off. Frequently the best part of the story is after
the spot-news cream has been ed.

Remember also that ever since politicians became po-
liticians, the thing the public was not supposed to know
has taken place in the private lobbies and the smoke-filled
rooms. Yet what is hidden from the public is usually what
the public is most entitled to know about, and the job of
a good newspaperman to report.

Faith In Government
OWEVER, It is also Important to remember that the

Government is neither all good nor all bad. There
are bureaucrats who are woefully inefficient, and bureau”
crats who are a credit to mankind. It is your job to
discriminate.

Government is only as good as the men in it. And
since men are human, they are subject to all the frailties
that make up mankind—laziness, inefficiency, greed, graft,
temptation.

hBul they are also subject to great effort, sacrifice, in-
sp

It is your job as a newspaperman to spur the lazy,
watch the weak, expose the corrupt. You must be the
eyes, ears and nose of the American people.. Yes, the nose,
too, is important. For no matter how much stench you
may be exposed to, never lose your sense of smell.

But Iikewise remember that there are scores of under-

Newsmen Have Obligations To Public

lic know that these men are working for them.

Defend Little Fellow
REHEMBER also that it's the little fellow who usually
gets kicked around. It's the little businessman, the GI,
the guy in the lower-bracket incomes who needs a friend.
He has few friends in high places, no big pouncmu to pull
wires, no one to s on inter-locki of
directors. He has only the American publlc's siron ng sense
of right and wrong to back him—and it's your job to spell
nul !hou rights and wrongs so the public can know what

Thu applies to mmnrﬂy mup: as well as little people,
Sometimes these groups, such as the Negroes or a minority
religion, need a little mﬂn encouragement than the folks
who are doing all right anyway.

Finally, remember that though the world moves slowly
toward its two great goals—peace and the brotherhood of
man—it 15 your job when possible to belp accelerate the
pace.

Sometimes it is better not to report a dlhate diplo-
matic negotiation. Sometimes the cause is best
served by saerifieing a news story until a ditticult diplo-
matic hurdle is over

But if the diplomats fumble, if they betray their trust,
then it is your job to be ruthless in exposing that betrayl.
You must be their watchdog. You must let them know
what ﬁp publicity penalty u—u they fail.

ally, when you write anything, remember that
fewer words you say it in the beter the
ese are the goals of the Washin, Mo
Round which I have not lived e ror e

up to. Perhaps you
Drew Pearson o



