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LABOR AND THE DEFENSE PROGRAM

by the time this appears In
President Truman will have

on the shoulders of each income group.
Our point is that these and other com-
plaints should be worked out by calm, dis-

program.

If so, it will be only a temporary solution
of a problem that promises 1o recur again
Ild again so long as the nation continues
n the twilight zone between peace and

m

‘We are far more concerned over the
mludn of the organized labor represen-
talives than over their complaints. Labor
may have legitimate grounds for complain-
ing that: (1) the priee structure allows for
continued price increases, especially farm
products, whereas

belong to unions. And a fair
‘the defense cost should be lald

in which the merits
of labor's contentions would be assessed
acturately afid the proper remedies found.
They cannot be worked out i the best
interest of the nation if the consultations
are to be held in an atmosphere of coer-
cion and blackmail

Any industry that chose to thumb its
nose at the control - would be
speedily ‘haled into court and prosecuted
under the many laws on the statute books
Because of labor unions’ preferred status
under the law, it s harder to get at them
by legal means. The nation has no redress
except to suffer a long period of industrial
unrest in which labor would seek to get by
force what it thinks it cannot get by nego-
tiation.

If organized labor is golng to “walk out”
every time its leaders dislike a decision
made at the national level. we fear for the
success of the control program. Indeed.
we fear for the success.of the whole pre-
paredness effort, which. In the final
analysis, is designed to preserve the very
system that has permitted organized Jabor
to thrive

SECRECY WORKS BOTH WAYS

ILSEWHERE on this page is a column by
Joseph & Stewart Alsop that has been
n unusual typographical display be-

3

cause it treats what we consider to be -

& highly Important topic—the need for
more public information about things that

recent revelation that America’s contribu-
tion to Western Europe's defense will be
limited to six divisions. Prior to Marshall's
statement, the national debate over troops
to Europe had reached the stage of frenzy,
with many wild charges and unfounded
made on every side simply bs-

are not in the top. t cate-
gory.

The Alsops were visited by FBI agents
.because they happened to come close to

did not. this as classified infor-
mation, nor do we, since Russians
surely know how many bombs they are
‘making. They did belleve it was important
for the American people to have the in-
formation in that they might not be
lulled into complacency by soothing

from offieial Washington that

cause no one knew the essential facts.
Perhaps the Russians picked up some use-
ful Information from General Marshall's
testimony, but its value to them was in-
calculably less than the benefit to this
country. Now the tension in Congress has
been lessened and the way has been
smoothed for Congressional approval of
troops to Europe.

After all, the average American has a
big stake in the defense pi . He de-
serves to have all the information that
ean properly be removed from the area of
secrecy. Given that information, he will

more readily to the demands of
his Federal Government than he will if

s kept.in the dark.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

reluctance, not unmingled with
’W rellef, we bid farewell to- the “qul-
tous flying saucer, & word which hes meant
many things to many men.
‘l'hl Navy, after a delay of four years—
in which some of us have shivered abed
at night for fear of invasion by Martlans—
has finally confessed. “The word" has
sifted down, apparently, from level to level
and now we learn that the flying saucers
were naught but “Skyhooks"—plastic, gas-
filled balloons, 100 feet in diameter, which
were used to gather information about the
upper air and cosmic rays.
There's no doubt about it. The flying
saucers were “Skyhooks",

/But what will pilots talk about now? And
how

will the science writers fill those
blank spaces in the Sunday supplements of
big newspapers? And how will shutter-bug
farmers In Nebraska get thelr names in
the paper?
The flying saucers were a lot of fun
while they lasted. They contributed some
pretty good stories to the folklore of the

From The New York Times

U. 8, Without the saucer myth we might
never have had the tale of the Los Angeles
salesman who swore that he had seen a

By JOSEPH asd STEWART AL

came 1o these reporicr.

isgquisition merged, almast msensibly

eut friendly
iriendly parting. Nothing could have bees more puinless.
In the beckground of this jolly chel however, lurk
u a8 it were, behind the curtain of amubliny that en
losed the conversation. there were one or two things rr.r

m decidedly disagreeabie to think showt

To be specific, the misdecd being investigated was no
It was the publication of the

that the Soviet atomic explosion was the planned
explosion of % workable atomic bomb, and fhe disclosure
of the best estimates available of the stock of stomic

accumulated by the Kremlin since (he setsmographs
mor in central Siherfa. This was

inister subversive activity

bombs

picked up the esrth
the crime that Jed Pri
investigation”. 1t srould
tigate why the leaders

vitsl information o the Americin
initiative

No Pretty Baubles

The tweaty or thirty bombs now i the

man to opder a

the Kremlin, the hundred or more atomic bombs the Krem-
lin will have in another eighteen months, are not alter

pretty baubles by Faberge Their mere existence in
ly. directly and deeply affects the world positio
United States, the future of the free wor

sor

WASHINGTON

'Fl other day & Dew experience—a visit from the FEI—
prisingy socible,

These two agents

re fitting ™ ipves-
tled 1o impart such
pie on their own

id. the individual

people may be wise

As Winston Churchill brillisatly proved,

‘Doesn’t Anybody Believe In Peace Any More?

People’s Platform

saucer crash Into & Mexican and
that he had found in the saucer the
corpses of two midgets (three feet tall)
covered with hair.

And what of Dr. Gee, a sclent!st who
preferred not to be further identified? Dr.
Gee, in Frank Scully's book on the flying
saucers, told us of the construction of the
“space ship” in which the midgets were
found. Mr. Scully decided that the midget-
bearing vessel had scooted down magnetic
lines of force—all the way from Mars, evi-
dently—traveling faster than the speed of
light. (Dr. Einsteln says this is impossible.)

But before the flying saucer is relegated
to books on social history let us recall and
chuckle at Andrel Gromyko's one success-
ful " attempt at . ‘American-style humor.
When it was Implied that the Reds were
scouting us with space ships, Gromyko
quipped: “Maybe the flying saucers were
hurled by a Russian discus expert who
didn’t know his own strength.”

SPIRIT OF PROTECTIONISM

8 IT passed the House the three-year
extension of the reciprocal-trade pro-
gram represents a hollow victory for those

Plan and for the aims of the present Ad-
ministration, so far as they relate to tarift

Hinuation of the reciprocal program is bet-
ter than none, the four amendments
the House has saddled on the bill
zob 1t of much of the psychological and
of the practical effect it would

- otherwise have had in showing the rest of -

the world that the United States means
‘what it says when it talks about removing
economic barriers and promoting the
‘interchange of goods between nations.
One of the unwelcome amendments is

t to give an explanation to Con-

I he should set a rate for any import
the point fixed by the Tariff Com-

pointing up the between
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The Only Hope For Peace

GREENVILLE, N. C.
Editors, The Nwws
HE Korean War has increased rather than di-

minished the importance of the 1941 and 1949
General Assembly résolutions pointing the only
practical way to world peace and frecdom.

It has become clear that we must dedicate
ourselves to the task of urging our country to set
the goal that will give peace and freedom a chance.

oal must be the United Nations vested with
a power to enforce disarmament and the sole right
1o use force among nations. We must strengthen
the United Nations into an effective organization
50 that security and freedom.under law can be
assured. This must be the real purpose of our
present defense program. F

An American decision for limited Federal
World Government—even if the goal is not at once
attainable—would put upon our enemies the con-
stant pressure of refusing a decent and honorable,
friendly invitation to unite for world peace. Here
America has the opportunity to seize the initiative
from Communist imperialism.

It would draw a line between those who build
power for power, and those who build power for
peac

It would rnlly to our cause the millions now

certaln farm subsidies and some of the
reciprocal-trade program, this provision
could have a damaging effect on the latter.
As agricultural concessions play a very im-
portant part In our trade agreements, a
provision of this sort threatens to under-
cut them, with consequent Injury to the
United States both as importer and ex-
porter.

The other two amendments—providing
for a broad “escape clause” and for pro-
hibition of tariff concessions in the future

unist countries—are either un-
necessary or entirely forelgn to the pur-
pose of the reciprocal-trade program, or
both. In short, the distorted form in which
this bill has passed the House indicates
the degree to which the Administration
has lost effective influence on Capitol Hill.
It also indicates an unhealthy reversion—
on the part of a nearly solid front of Re-
publicans and a goodly number of Demo-
crats—to the spirit of protectionism that
the United States previously repudiated as
contrary to its own and to the world's best
Interests.

1f you are sick, don't try to guess what's
wrong with you. See a doctor. He's a bet-
ter guesser than you are because he
guesses oftener and therefore should do
& superior sort of guessing—Jackson
(Miss.). Daily News.

TAX CONSCIOUS—A school zone stree

tle Deductions.”—Fernandina (Fla) News-

3 hee,

i (]

y ing neutrality.

It would confront Communism with the one
idea that is capable of halting its present prog
ress,

call upon our citizens and leaders to
make this a foreign policy objective of our coun-
try and to urge our representatives and the preggnt
General Assembly to reaffirm its earlier re
tions providing for orderly, constitutional consid-
erations of World Federation as a way of organ.
II:;; the United Nations to preserve peace and
i
~RALPH L. FLEMING.

Senator Smith’s Views

PINEHURST

Editors. The New ¢
OUR editorial of last Saturdsy, “A Question
For Mr. Smith", was of exceptional interest,

An excerpt in the same issue from a speech 1n

Drew Pearson’s

{ihr\(l?e last week. “Willis Smith On The Korean
added to the interest

Your newspaper strongly supported Smith in
the primaries. From time to time during thk cam.
paign, in letters in your paper, the question was
raised as to Smith's knowledgze of foreign affairs.
While vou never replied to the inquiries, the an-
swer then was—nothing. and it appears that the
same answer still applies.

From newspaper reports. Smith also expressed
opinions on two other matters in the same Ashe.
ville speech. First, while admitting that he knew
little about farming (just one of the many things
he knows little about), he said he was against
price controls. He said nothing about wage con-
trols. at least no remarks along that line were re-
ported. but until he expresges himseli otherwise,
it is not unfair to assume that he will favor the
control of wages. Second, Smith stated, that he
did not believe the President has the authority
to send troops abroad without approval by Con-
gress. So, it would seem that he doesn't know
much about the history of our country.

In the meantime, Dr. Graham made a quick
trip to Alaska to act as mediator in a battle be-
tween maragement and labor that had gotten en-
tirely out of hand. Conditions were so serious
that an appeal was made to Secretary of Defense
Marshall to do somcthing to calm the troubled
waters. What happened” Dr. Graham pacified
the warring elements, settled the strike and is now
back in Washington, ready and willing to serve,
efficiently, faithfully and justly in any other serv.
ice to which he may be assigned.

Yes, Mr. Smith did go to Washington, but the
unanswered question still remains—Why?

—~ELMER M. SIMKINS.

The People’s Platform ts available to any
reader who cares to mount {t. Communica-
tions should be less than 300 words, type-
written {f possible, and on only one side of
the paper. Lidbel and obscenity will be de.

leted—otherwise anything goes. Bach letter
must be stoned.—Editors, Tux Nrws
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guarded. Put is 2 free socicty, whose masters are the --“h_‘b‘lm~“
g people of the United States. Thbe grest decisions of s transmitting the doctored handouts
A shrewd tions] policy ‘sre made by the people, and met by the the press has abdicated its chief function.
inte a  President, of the Secretary of State, or any other temporary There are other points besides the foregoing that are
rﬂm--m‘« In order 1 decide wisely, the people must raised by the recent visit of the young men from the FBI
be informed. And it iv the most sacred trust, the most im- A whele chapter might be written on the shocking but in-
portant single duty, ‘of the highest public servants 10 i  creasing use of these “security investigations™, not only as
form their masters, the peopie, 5o that the decisions of the lmh.ﬂﬂ"m-l“’dm

i

of
which like everything else is be-
devilled by the spiral of inflation,
apernu 'as| to restric
petition among newspapers
md therdm also among com-
peting viewpoints.
This coincides with the current
fear and suspicion growing out of
the Communist

It has always seemed-to me that
the South has a particularly acute
awareness of individual freedom

Another might be devoted
-nmnmn(uvnaamnn-alwmhmmu- - e ey which . fhese Fpbe” e
estly 1o the people, even in circumstances of great delicacy (Rl 5o lont never hits the target: the wholesale Bar.
l’ddlnml.lhu!ﬁlmlnﬂlmﬂmﬂu’!um Y.  assment of innocent men . on the method of “who knows
Suppression of such facts is not a sign of 712 whom”, the unashamed official practice of the very same
sign of leadership that is feeble, ‘or dishomest, or bnrh guilt-by which is so shocking when
1f the leaders wish to°represent a disastrous Program . jnjoiced in by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy. Something more
“security disarmaiment 2 “cutting fat without muscle”: i they. miaFeron e said about the scrupulosity of the FBI 23
desire 1o bemuse the people about the meaning of SUCh  compgred with the State Dept.s special who have
a grest event as the Soviet atomic explosion; if they &T®  gode things in the past fwo years that must made
pretending that the chances “were never better for peace”  gecretary of State Achesons great master, Mr, Justice
with Korea just around the cormer, h” is Xnnlv mm”‘; la; Holmes, turn in bis honored grave.
everything to be classified except the toilet paper uc! 0 -
fs the rule that has been followed in Washington, more wrl: -(Mm. "A:.h_“::.:_T The -.:':
son of OF less consistently for the past two years Very simple indeed. In 4 free society, secrecy is not
security. National ignorance is the shortest road to na-
The Duty Of All fonal wonibiation. And_ihis “security invegigation™
In th circumstances, 1t becomes the duty of every caused by the publication formal ‘most.
{ the .«1!m;<::\:”re|¢;n::‘:\n dig o:’ ;m any facts which national future shows how great is the confusion and the
are properiy secret, but the cssential facts which affect danger.
2 B' .
Talmadge Newspaper Bills
‘s Method
Approach Peron’s Methods
MARQUIS W. CHILDS
i sdas T
GREAT DEAL of indignation threatened, on that . This
A has been vented recently over Ay be because the South suf-
the action of the Argentine dic. fered under an alien rule imposed
tator, Juan Peron, in suppressing by dictatorial means in the tragic
La Prensa, which was once ome Aftermath of the Civil War. News
of the great newspapers in this Papers in the South have fre.
hemisphere. Peron used the de- Qquently battled demagogues who
vice of a kept trade union to et out to stifle any and all ep-
silence what had been one of the Position.
o and @ tic voices of Northerners who imposed thejr
{freedom in the Western world. rule on the South wanted to
indignation jn change the basic folkways of that
the press of this country is a by
natural and i t

sumed tha

charter, a covenant, would work
an automatic and immediate trans-
lm:‘h::hol society. mtmm
one it ut
the Soviet g“nh—nﬂ a new
political system could transform a

Congressman Curtis On The RFC

(From The St. Louls
Post tch.

Federal grand juries hlvo in-
vestigated less suspicious
than that of mismanagement |n
the Reconstruction Finance Corp.
Consequently Attorney General
McGrath will have a difficult time
rejecting the demand for an in-
;ulry h:‘l‘: the RFC by Rep. Thomas

Cul
The gressman Web-
ster Groves asserts that he found
21 “serious possible tions” of
the laws to the RFC,

pertaining
in studying a Senate investigating

There is no doubt that Repub-
licans in Congress will try to
make political capital out of the
RFC ere is no douht.

excep! un-
warranted loans. It does not al-
ways mm to know what hap-
pened to the money.

These are matters which the
Justice ought to want

report. The
itself_accused no one of viol.lun]
the law, but enough has com:

to strip of mystery, leaving pol-
itics  aside.

Admirals In Row Over Living Quarters

Menry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

0 admirals have been engaged in such a hair-pulling

contest out at the Bethesda Nawel Hospital that the
Secretary of the Navy himself has had to intervene.

The two admirals are Clifford Swanson, retiring sur-—
geon general of the Navy, and Herbert Pugh, the incoming
surgeon general. Reason they are in each other’s hair s

ause both want to occupy the swank house ‘on the
grounds of the Naval Hospital which has been Admiral
Swanson's home while he was surgeon general.

Although he is vacating that job, Swanson is remain-
ing as commander of the Bethesda Naval Hospital, so he
demanded the right Io retain these living quarters.

However, Admiral Pugh, now the top medic in. the
Navy, wanted these l\uh quarters for himsell.

‘When this column telephoned the hospital to ask how

ms there were in the admiral's house and why

many root
it was co:uldtrcd such a wonderful place fo live in, Com-

er C. V. Crawford, in charge of gress relations, re-

plied lh'll he could n\ak(‘ no statement.

“Is the number of rooms in the admiral's house a mnlb
tary secret?” Crawford was ask

“We are just not giving nul any information,” the
commander replied.

“How about the number of bathrooms? Is that con-
fidential, too?" .

“No comment.” g

“Is this house paid for by the taxpayers?” o

The commander admitted that it was.

“Then fsn't the public entitled to krow how
rooms lre in the house which their money built?”

u may write a letter officially uqumln; this in-

lormnlnn about the number of rpoms,” replied the com-
mander, “and we will answer you through channels.”

NOTE—Patient Secretary of the Navy Matthews has
now ruled that the lush living quarters at Bethesda will
remain with Admiral Swanson, since he is to
the hospital and nnce‘ Matthews wants Admiral Plllh. as

many

new surgeon general, to give his time to other medical
matters.

Labor Complains

!I(OCMT!C National Chairman Bill Boyle, one of the

few who never pulls any punches with -the
President, has ldvlud Mr. Truman that his relations with
organized labor are at a new low.

"'mehbotmummnubou-ndlhnnunln
to walk away from the Democratic Party," lathurn
“they’ve a list of grievances a mile long.”

‘When Mr. for a bill of particulars, the
Democratic chief replied: “They claim you don’t call on
them for advice or help surrounded yoursel{ with
big business When they start talking about the
new mobilization setup, they simply explode,”

Mr. Truman has received similar warnings from Secre-
tary of the Treasury Ji Snyder, Secretary of Labor
Maurice Tobin and Att General Howard McGratp,
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