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WERNOR SCOTT VS. THE LEGISLATURE

(Editorial Correspondence)
ALEIGH—There are two ways of 0ok~
ing at the measure to ald city streets

that raced through the State Senate yes-

terday. One Is to consider the bill on lts
merits. The other is to examine its rela-
tionship to the temper of the 1951 General

Assembly, and to the larger picture of

State politics.

The bill may not be perfect. As amended

In the Senate yesterday, it puts full re-
sponsibility on the State Highway Com-
mission for the maintenance of city streels
that are an integral part of the highway
system, as well as key connecting streets.
It further allocates to the cities on a pop-
ulation-mileage basis the annual return
from one-half cent of the present State
gasoline tax. (Charlotte’s share has been
roughly estimated at around $400.000

No one who has read the exhaustive re-
port of the Municipal Road Commission
can quarrel with the objective of the meas-
ure. It seeks to remedy, within the limits
of current highway revenue, a gross In-
equity In State services to Its people by
giving urban residents a share of the gas
tax they pay and from which they now
receive no direct benefit.

But there may be technical flaws in the
measure. Senator Julian Allsbrook of Hal-
ifax, in an impassioned speech to the
Senate, urged recommittal of the bill to
try to work out a precise definition of a
city street and to clarify the procedure
and responsibility for determining ac-
curately the mileage In edch city and town.
He also warned that bond attorneys may
interpret the measure as Impairing the
rating of the $200,000,000 rural road bonds
authorized by the people in 1040.

He lost, of course, but the questions he
ralsed may yet have to be answered in the
House,

neyvnd the provisions and the technical
language of the bill, the greatest interest
centers in the bigger tug-of-war between
Governor 8cott and the General Assem-
bly. If the street measure is any, accurate
indication, and most of the old-timers say
it 1s, Governor Scott is going to be the

. loser before this General Assembly quits

ang goes home.

‘The Governor has favored the principle
of State ald to city streets. At one time he
even volced the oplnion that the Highway
Commission should actually take over all
city streets and be fully responsible for
them, just as it is responsible for thé pri-
mary and secondary State roads.

The catch Is the money. The Governor
thinks that extra revenue will be needed
to do the job right. Weeks ago, in confer-
ence with leaders of the N. C. League of
Municipalities, the Governor insisted that
an additional cent on the gas tax and an
increase of $5 in license tag fees would be
necessary before he would approve any bill.
The League knuckled under, and agreed
to support such a bill.

Then it became obvious that no one In
the General Assembly, not even Gover-
nor Bcott's own supporters, wanted to In-
troduce any measure that would auto-
matically impose taxes on,
North Carolina motorisis. A bill intro-
duced in the House by Fred Royster of
‘Vance, nominally.a Scott man, passed the
buck on the tax increase by authorizing a
referendum on the question. Mr. Royster
couldn’t get but seventeen signatures, and

some of those have since fallen by the
wayside. The Royster blll faces certain
death in the House Finance Committee. It
would have been buried this week had
not Royiter been absent attending the
Farm Bureau meeting in Asheville,

Meanwhlile the measure passed by the
Senate yesterday had been introduced. It
bore the signatures of 39 Benators. It
whipped through the Senate Roads Com-
mittee and the BSenate Appropriations
Committee last week over protests at
“rallroading™ by a handful of Senators. It
was set up as special order of business for
yesterday.

Then Governor Scott bulled his way
into the lssue. At & press conference last
Friday he charged that the League of
Municipalities “ran out” on the agreement
with him. And then, In his speech at the
Farm Bureau meeting Tuesday, he lashed
out at the proponents of the Senate bill
for “diverting” money from the primary
road system to municipalities.

‘The Benate accepted the challenge. Two
amendments—to tie the fund to one-half
cent of the gasoline tax, and to incor-
porate street mileage Into the allocation
formula—were adopted by thunderous
volce vote. Senator Allsbrook moved for
recommittal. He lost 29-17. Then he op-
posed suspension of the rules so that the
bill might get an immediate third and
final reading. He lost that, 30-14. Finally
the measure was approved without an
audible dissenting vote.

The Highway Commission appears to be
strongly opposed to the Senate bill, al-
though it has studiously avolded saying
50 In public. It has been working behind
the scenes, and its tactic has been to raise
questions about the bill's phraseology and
about the adequacy of funds.

Clement Attlee’s Precarious Existence

e

Collected By Bill Sharpe

TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

Both Airways
(Sanford Herald)

In Thursday's “Rambling Around Sanford™
there appeared the story of a little girl's prayer
after seeing a football game. Mrs. Joe McAndrews,

© The big question now s the House of

‘The conser the
“hold-the-liners” as Governor Bcott calls
them—are firmly in control of the key
House committee, and will facilitate the
passage of the street-ald bill. It Is not yet
clear how the full membership wiR vote,
although seasoned observers give it better
than a 50-50 chance.

Final adoption of the measure will re-
flect the drawing of a firm line between
the Bcott and anti-Scott factions. 8o far
the House has not come upon a clear-cut
Issue arraying the Governor on one side
and his opponents on the other. In 1049,
largely because he had held up many key
appointments. Scott was sbie baiswing the
House over to his side and thus was in a
bargaining position with the more con-
servative Senate. This year he has no
plums to dangle, and some of his grass-
roots support appears to have fallen away
from him. And as he moves Into the second
half of his term, his own image grows
smaller while of Willam Umstead
throws a longer shadow.

This General Assembly is llving In two
eras—the present and the future, and It
cannot Isolate Its calculations on the
present from Its anticipation of the future.
The victory of Willls Smith over Frank
Graham last Spring set the pattern for
this General Assembly, and there appears
to be little likellhood that the conserva-
tives will let control be wrested away
from them

—C. A. McKnight

CIVIL DEFENSE: SUPPORT IT

is probably @ good reason for

disappointing response to the
Civil Defense Organization's volunteer re-
crultment program this week: people don't
like to think about disaster.

We should, of course, just as Mr. Aesop's
ants thought about the Winter while the
grasshopper danced.

We don't have to think about possible
disaster; we can ignore the warnings of
such men as Stuart Symington of the
National Security Resources Board who
tell us that no city is safe so long as the
East and the West are at odds.

If, however, we do think about the pos-
sibility of sabotage or bombing, we must
accept the obvious job before us: prepara-
tion for defense.

If we recognize the need for a defense
program, we have no alternative but to
support it

From The Asheville Citizen

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Civil De-
fense Organization is making it conveni-
ent for us to support that program this
week. Through the Community cll's
Volunteer Bureau and the various Parent
Teacher Assoclation groups, registrars
have been stationed In all of the schools
of the city and county.

They ask only that we stop by one of the
schools and fill out a registration card
indicating what jobs we might fill in civil
defense if the emergency arises.

Stanton W. Pickens, who heads the CDO,
points out that everyone can be of use in
the event of an emergency; indeed. if
everyone Is not informed of the pattern
for survival under enemy attack, the
pattern will be only partially efficient.

Your signature may save your life; reg-
ister for Civil Defense this week.

ADD: 5 PERCENTERS

OT five percenting itself, but the

peddling of Influcnce to obtain defense
contracts is the sin which once more
moves Tar Heel Senator Hoey and his
committee into action.

The Senator and his Senate Expendi-
tures Subcommittee say that it is seldom
or never n for the seeker of Gov-
ernment cont to employ these com-
mission-fee negotiators. But, as Chairman

the committee ax is being

only for the necks of those

_ middlemen who profess to exert magic

“ influence. And sometimes they have a

little, or more, influence; yet most of the

time they seem to have just some biack

magie in taking unearned fees from un-

suspecting citizens who come to the Cap-
ital.

In fts inquirles and hearings two years
ago the Hoey Committee flushed and pur-

sued some Five Percenters somewhat close
to the White House, although they were
men who had imposed on President Tru-
man’s generosity, and sense of gratitude.
For the present Senator Hoey tells the
reporters there is no big game in sight,
but that the evidence before the Com-
mittee makes a general investigation im-
perative.

Long Memory: Wife (to husband, In
inebriated condition); If it were the first
time, Henry, I could forgive you: but you
also came home like this in November,
1925."—Collier County (Fla.) News.

A twenty-year-old boy has just been
elected as mayor of Newton, Ga. He may
be a mere lad now, but he'’s in a position
to age faster than any other Baker Coun-
ty boy ever has.—Pelham (Ga.) Journal.

formerly of Rt. 7, Jonesboro Heights and now of
n .. told this one to Rex McLeod.
llllle girl had been getting her
day and when she knelt beside

hat
Hll nl rldm thi
the bed, she
“God bless Mlml de h|en Papa. Amen, F. M."

Monkeys Is Smart People
(J. M. Eleazer, Hamlet News-Messenger)

The first show I ever saw came o our Stone
Hills in a covered wagon when I was about 7 years
old. llhlnkllwnlh:ﬂn(olmywnlhnnd
ever_been That was about 1

The only ads it had were the gaudy pictures
sketched on the canvas cover. They scared us. And
we carried the word home from school that Friday
afternoon.

Ev. went, and the little schoolhouse was
filled to overflowing that night. Money wi Very
scarce, but they would accept some chickens md
eggs for admission, or corn and fodder for their
two_horses.

We arrived early, before good dark. The
monkey, one of the main features of the show, was
tied on the back side of the wagon to a spoke. We
kids immediately drifted back there. We were
eating some cookies we had carried in our pockets.
They were hard and crunchy. We one to the
monkey. He picked it up, bit on it, but it was téo
erisp for his liking. So he dropped it in a salmon
can that they en him some water in. He
Jeft It in the water to soften. When he reached in
for it, it had gotten perfectly soft and went be-
tween “his fingers. We thought awful funny
and all laughed with glee. The monkey looked at
us curiously a moment. Then he poked his hand
down there and stirred the soft cooky and water to-
gether, turned the can up and drank it down.

Well, sir, we thought that was one of the fun-
niest things we had ever seen.

Evze Strain
ynesville Mountaineer)

A min {rom s small town was visiting New
York and the first might he was there he spent
the entiré evening in a burlesque show and the
next day he had to consult with an oculist and
have his eyes examined,

“After 1 left the show Jast night* he explained,
“my eyes were T sore and inflamed.

The doctor examined the man's eyes. thought
for a minute and then said, “Listen, after this,
try blinking your eyes once or twice during the
show. You won't miss much.”

Paradise Lost
(Zebulon Record)

Over and over we have heard about the glories
of the state of Texas. Texas men we understand,
are bigger than anybody else. And Texas women,
the Texans say, are more beautiful than those
found anywhere cise in_the world. Occasionally
we tire of hearing about Texas and Texan things.

It reminds me of once some six years ago

Drew Pearson’s

when we were driving across country to the Las
Vegas, Nev., Air Base. In Amarillo, Texas, we
picked up two hitch-hikers, one a native Texan
and the other a Brooklyn soldier.

‘exas land-

Texan.

We rode along in silence for a time, and then
the boy from Bmllyn said: “Pretty long way {rom
home, isn't he

.« .
Age
(John vml-y Clay, Winston-Salem Journal)

1 sald yesterday that when one does not love

the mo- ll is a sign he is getting old

But I did not mean to say xluloldlnu
the worst age, or even a bad age. I look upon all
snows as good snows, and beautiful, and I look upon
all -u- as good ages, and all of them can be
beautiful.

! There is notbing in all the world more lovely
than an old man or old woman ' has kept
bl"hl outlook on life, and who has not mowed
the places of life to make them bitter.

rowning had the right idea

“Grow old along with me!

The best is yet to be.

The last of life, for which the first was made.”

Nope, there is no such thing as the best age, or
the worst. All ages are good. All ages have their
opportunities and their recompenses, and happy 1§
he who adapts his life to his age and makes the
best of the opportunities the years bring to him.

Signs Of The Times
U\'- Gfllﬂ'l. Morganton News-Herald)

read an article recently on the Witty smu
of lhe Times and they are packed with much hu
interest.

For instance, a kcnnel nperllor who was | n~

ing to se
sign: “Git a Long Litue Dome

A more sentimental operator of a kennel post-
ed this sign: “The Only Love Monmey Can Buy.
Pups for Sale.”

Highway warnings with meaning are these:
“Go Slow—This Is a One Hearse Town,” and “Cross-
road: Better Humor It.”

More on the commercial side is the dairyman
whose -ln read: “You Can Whip Our crum But
You Can't Beat Our Milk" and “If Our Eq
Any Fresher, They'd Be Insulting.”

A Bakery Sign offers. “Pies Like Mother Used
to Make, 25 cents. Pies Like Mother Thought She
Made, 60 cents.”

"And some beauty shop owners obviously be-
lieve in their treatment. They modestly warn pas-

sers-by: “Don't Whistle at Any Girl Leaving Here—
It May Be Your Grandmother.”

The Bnrgam
(Twin City Sentinel)
Ten dollar dresses,
Much too dear.
Priced nine mnelyﬂ'hl
Soon disappea

President Begins To Warm
To Suggestions On Cabinet

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

3 WASHINGTON
ON‘IW‘I!I encourag-
ing dey ts in a discour-
aging is a marked change in
Presid 's ‘ approach
the his cabinet. Two
mont ‘even a month ago,

ths the
President responded with hostility
and ridiculé to all suggestions that
a coalil ministration, Mﬂd-
ing leading Republicans, woul

help to secure national unity (or
the perilous times ahead.

Within the past (nrmn:m in con-
trast, the President has discussed
the coalition idea calmly and sym-
pathetically with a number of the
men who are closest to him. Noth-
ing definite has been decided, and
it would be very foolish, to pre-
dict that licans
will be brought into the cabinet in
the mm But this bas at
least a distinet possibility
— which in itself is a considerable

House advisors who have been urg-

ing coalition upon the President

ever since the November elec-
tion.

The President has not been
shaken, on the other hand. in his
determination not to touch the
State Dept. Some of those best
qualified t> judge are now in-
clined to think that the President
would accept the resignation of
Secretary of State Dean G. Ache-
son if it were spontaneously of-
fered — which is also a change
from the former Presidential atti-
tude.

But the President nonetheless
continues to repeat that Secretary
Acheson is the very best man for
his job; that any successor would
run into the same trouble with
Congress; and that the attacks
upon Acheson are really attacks
upon him, Truman.

“GET THE PRES[DENT”
Truman in fact sees
cquired a rooted conviction that

all criticism, however just, of any

The Ladies Can Do The Job,
But Don’t Draft Them To It

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

E HAVE kidded around a lot,

in past times, with the idea of

2 female draft in moments of

emergency, but with small serious

intent. Now Mrs. Mildred McAfee

Horton, boss lady of the Waves in

the last war, walks in with a dead-

pan recommendation that the gals

stand lisble with the men, at least
for noncombatant duty. .

It makes a lot of sense. There
is the long record of sexual com-
petition in mest endeavors to look
clamored  for rand

ghake

distinction as volunteers in the last
war. It is my idea that, if neces-
sary, they i skipper a ship or
mnnplmeorovenurv in the
antry on a comparable level
‘Hh their male competitors.
Statistics say we have slightly
more women than men around. In
the recent war they worked broad-
1y at masculine jobs. They worked
in shipyards as spot-welders. They
drove cabs and toiled in aircraft
pl.nu and, in general, performed
tasks they had to perform.
All logic is on the side of a fe-
male draft, for so much of war
is administrational and so little,
actually, is concerned with the
man with the gun. But I person-
ally would hate to see a woman-
hood draft activated, as they say
in Washington.
I.ITI'LI: OF HIS OWN
t from fatherhood man to-
du hu little left for his very owa
save war. It is true that a few
girls have intruded into what was
generally construed as man’s busi-
ness, and intruded very well. The
Wacs and the Waves and the
Spars and the Bams did what they
had to do, while chiely accoutered
in modish uniforms, and undoubt-
edly shortened the conflict.
There is nothing but admiration
for nurses. No corpsman can func-
tion in a hospital like a beautiful,
wonderful, female-type nurse. A
pretty girl not only outdistances a
melody, but from time to time Is
more valuable than penicillin. And
1 remember, from Africa and Italy
and the Pacific, that a dame can

Ridgway Profited By Past Mistakes .

member of the White House circle,
however high or low, is merely
motivated by a desire to “get the
President.” Hence anyone who is
publicly eriticized, from the Secre-
tary of State to the shabbiest lit.
tle peddler of White House influ-
ence at the RFC; can be pretty
sure of an angry defense from Tru.
man. A cynic has remarked that
the best way to keep a job, nowa-
days, is to get in a mess or to do
wrong. and then get the facts in
the papers

In these circumstances. obvious

garded, for a while lmﬂknt
as a fixed star in the official fi

mament.
Hence if Iudlnl Iupuhum are
to be introd 0 the Admin-

istration, Mhzr phm at’ the
Treasurv and Commerce depart-
ments. for example, must be found
for them. This is nrecisely what
is under consideration.

Secretary of the Treasury John
Snyder is another subordinate
whose resignation the President
will never ask for. But Snyder is
not well. He has at least two of-
fers of major business positions.
He is again talking of getting oul
as he has done bdore It

probably be the signal for the
President to bring Republicans in.
Elliott Bell, the brilliant advisor of
Thomas E. Dewey, whom the
New York Governor would cer-
tainly have made his Secretary of
the Treasury if he had wom in
1048, is one of those being con-
dnimlly discussed for Snyder's

dwell in the mud and do her job
as well as any man. Belter than
many,

But very seriously, I am as
much against a draft of woman-
hood as I am against a draft of
labor. In a state which tends more
and more toward absolute control,
you have to leave a few tive
strings loose. If you can hold civil-
ian labor and civilian womanhood
free of government edict you keep
a blhnecL of power of elvilian con-
o £

oman who wishes to
2 war ofgie wock iny

Let any
gome work’
t, a8

ere. Let 'em work in the war
Dhnh and labor on the farms, if
they will, and take over for the
absent gents in whatever necessity
is indicated. But voluntarily,
NO, NOT THAT

But don't subject them to a mili-
tary draft, as Mrs. Horton sug-
gests, unless you shoot for a neu-
ter population subject-to a heavy
governmental hand. Too much con-
trol of too many people.

In never underestimating the
power of a woman we have a pret-
ty potent safety gals
will make a lot of mistakes, in the
administration of their intuition,
but they form a pegerful political
bloc and the politicos are
stiff of them. Politicians and gen-
erals make mis! . . as do
cabinet ministers and other mere
men. We need the ladies largely
free to indulge their iron whim.

1f it comes to lastditch defense

n business for herself, and figure
the will acquit-herself well. But on
her own time, mind you, not sub-
Ject to selective

Since the ladies have taken over
pipes, pants and politics, mere
man hasn't much left to separate
him from the weaker sex. The
least they can leave you is some-
thing fair to come home to. Nor
do most of us men wish to sacri-
fic our last prestige in the dove-
cote, which is the right to be
summoned to protect the frails
from harm. while the frails stay
home and applaud.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

QOME Seators seem to believe that it is a criminal mat-
ter for a newspaper to criticize military mistakes. This
is a view also shared by many brass hats—though not all.

Howéver, mistakes are sometimes rectified chiefly
through knowing about them, and a case in point is the mag-
nificent manner in which Gen. Matthew Ridgway has prof-
ited from the mistakes of General MacArthur in turning
a tragic defeat into Korean victory.

While the very loyal MacArthur clique may argue that
he is still supreme commander in Tokyo, and therefore de-
perves credit for the current victory, the indisputable facts

re that General Ridgway was sent to Korea direct from
Wuhmnnn where he had been deputy chief of staff and
as such was in close contact with Pentagon's views
of warfare.

According to military observers who Tead the battle
dispatches, here is how Ridgway profited by mistakes and
accomp! his remarkable feat:

Careful intelligence—MacArthur conducted only Limit-
ed patrolling for three or four days before launching his
attack. Then, after the attack boomeranged, the Eighth
Army retreated so fast that it lost all contact with the
enemy and for several week's didn't know where the Com-
munists were.

In contrast, Ridgway conducted aggressive patrolling
for eight to ten days before kicking off his offensive. He
sent heavy patrols deep into enemy territory in so-called
“reconnaissance in force." His orders were to disrupt any
Communist build-up, to inflict as many casualties as pos-

sible and to survey enemy positions.

Public relations—\MacArthur announced his offensive
the same morning it was launched, predicting his troops
would be “home by Christmas” Ridgeway waited until
his offensive had been rolling over 24 hours before an-
nouncing it.

Poor battle laison—MacArthur struck in all direc-
tions at once. His troops were fanned out from one end
of North Korea to the other, in no position to head otf
3 Jurprise counterattack. The Eighth Army and Tenth

rps also had no battle liaison, had to co-ordinate their
u:Umu through Tokyo.

In contrast, Ridgway opened his attack on the western
front, but didn't order his eastern front to move until nine
days later—after he was sure all was going well.

Contrast ties—M; thur suffers

the Korean war. He suffered less than 1500 casualties, at
the same time taking a toll of 52,000 Communist casual-
ties.

In fairness to MacArthur and ‘in tribute to the Air
Force, Rid
position. This is largely because
memy positions with devastating fire bombs and rocket

aggressive, patrols also killed
ndmummmmw.mmnmumaum

It skould also be pointed out that MacArthur's

“lines in North Korea were stretched. whereas the Chinese
Communists were then only a few miles from their supply
bases.

Explummg Forelgn Policy
'ARY of State Dean Acaeson got an education

o e headaches of Senstors ot a ‘private lunchean
{or new members of the Foreign Relations Committe

Over the coffee cups. Sen. Guy Gillette, the white-
haired solon from lowa, turned 1o Acheson:

“Every Con: has been swamped with mail
on foreign policy.” he said. “T've had 6.000 letters alone
on this topic since Christmas. People are confused and be-
wildered. They want to know what our policy is and why,
The houtilily toward the State Dept. can be traced right
back 1o the bewilderment of the peopl

“Well, what should we do about it?” Acheson inquired.

© “Tell 'the story over and over again.” was Gillefte's
advice, “Why are our boys fighting in Korea> Why do we
eed an Army for the defense of Western Europe? Why
must we raise taxes and impose controls and rationing
for defense? Tell the story simply "

“We are doing all we can. Senator,”
tary of State. “Members of the Dept
never_before.”

“I made 22 speeches in the last ten days.”
teered one of Acheson's aides

Senator Gillette shook his head. “There are only two

Who carry the weight to be listened to—the Presi-
dent and you, Mr. Secretary. You must stump the country,
be, to explain and sell our foreign policy.”

said the Secre-
are speaking as

volun-




