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COAL MINING CAN BE MADE SAFE

OHN L. LEWIS' initial reaction to the West

Frankfort, Tll. mine disaster was typical.
Lewis bitterly criticized the U. Congress
for its failure 1o pass laws giving the U. S
Bureau of Mines more enforcement power
over safety regulations.

Well, Congress undoubtedly merits a part
of the hlame. Shortly after the disaster at
Centralia, TIl, which claimed 111 lives in
1647, legislation was introduced in Congress
to put teeth in the Federal mine safety code.
Nothing was done under the Republicans,
however, and nothing has been done under
the Democrats since they regained control
of Congress.

Even so, Mr. Lewis cannot evade his share
of the blame. He not only failed to throw the
weight of the UMW leadership behind the
proposals before Congress, but he also failed
to give support to Governor Adlai Steven
son's modern mine safety code for the State
of Illinois drawn up after the Centralia blast
and never enacted into law.

Thus the blame would seem to be- spread
several ways among Congress, the Illinois
State Legislature. Lewis and the UMW, and
the Chicago, Wilmington and Franklin Coal
Co. and the lllinois Department of Mines
& Minerals. The company, for its part, knew
that it was operating a gaseous mine but,
according to the St. Louis PostDispatch,
dismissed Federal recommendations as
“controversial”. And the State Department
of Mines had inspected the mine as recently
as Dec. 11 and found nothing amiss.

Finally, the American people as a whole

must dssume. some of the blame for the
explosion that took 119 lives. It is incredible
that public opinion should be so lethargic
s fo permit a continuation of the mine dis-
asters that occur with deadly repetition year
after year.

Coal mining is* 2 hazardous undertaking,
but it can be made safe. Under the present
system, which gives the individual states
power to fix safety standards and inspect
the observance of them, there is a total
lack of uniformity. Moreover, a mass of
evidence has been dug up through the years
to prove that in many instances State regu-
latory bodies are controlled by the coal
mining companies. Since adequate safety
measures sometimes require heavy expendi-
tures, there is a tendency to get by with
half-way protection

A good case can be made for state regula-
tion and for the preservation of states’
rights without further impingement by the
Federal Government. But states’ rights also
demand states’ responsibilities, and when
the states fail to meet their responsibilities
they invite Federal intervention.

Perhaps there is some way to combine
state regulation of mines with Federal en-
forcement of uniform safety measures. In
any event, the tragedy at West Frankfort
has dumped the problem squarely into the
lap of the 82nd Congress which convenes
for a new session in January. The chain of
coal mine disasters reaches way back into our
history. It is senseless and inhumane to let
it stretch longer.

INTERNATIONAL RANSOM

l'r WAS typical of the American people,

God bless them, that they should cuss the
Hungarian Communists as “international
blackmailers” and, at the same time, fall all
over themselves offering to raise money
privately to pay the $120.000 fine assessed
against the_quartet of American fliers.

And it was quite in character for the U. S,
Government, despite a reluctance to suffer
further humiliation at the hands of the
Communists. firmly to reject offers of private
help and use public money to pay the fines.
The main consideration was to get the fliers
freed. Any other procedure would have been
illegal and improper.

U. S. reaction to the high-handed methods
of the Hungarian Government stemmed
from the heart, rather than from the mind,
Democracy values the lives and fortunes of
its citizens. Had they been Russian fliers
who landed by “mistake” in the United
States, Moscow would have left them to shift
for themselves.

Having noted the American penchant for

emotional indignation, which is at once the
greatest strength of our democracy and the
greatest weakness of our foreign policy, we
would like to point out one other th;

seems to have escaped comment, i. e, the
Communists themselves appear to have done
some backing down on this issue.

At first, it was announced by Soviet U. N.
delegate Andrei Vishinsky, that the fliers
would be accorded “military justice”. A few
vears, or even a few months ago, before
the free world became arrayed so solidly
ugainst Communist atrocities and indignities,
“military justice” would have meant sterner
measures—long jail terms such as those
handed out to Robert Vogeler and William
Ontis. And the “ransom”, if any, might well
have been higher. In the international scale
of things, the sum of $120,000 is a fairly
modest amount. The Communists might well
have made it $1,200,000, or even more.

That they did not do so may be a sign
that they are not so bold and not so brazen
as they were before the U. S. strengthened
its moral and military might.

MR. TRUMAN PLAYS A TRUMP CARD

RESIDENT TRUMAN has played a trump

card in the international game of diplo-
macy by selecting George F. Kennan as
Ambassador to Moscow.

The appointment has several obvious ad-
vantages:

1. Kennan is a career diplomat, and his
promotion from the ranks should improve the
morale of the State Department. which has
been badly shaken by Congressional pum-
meling on the one hand and the appointment
as ambassadors of men like ex-Mayor James
O'Dwyer on the other hand

2. Kennan speaks fluent Russian, and
is a longtime student of Russian affairs
Thus he will be extraordinarily well-equipped
for his new post

3. Kennan Is also given credit for first
stlining the policy of containment that has
been the basic framework for U. S. foreign
policy 1M7. As Ambassador to Mos-
cow. he should be better able to assess the
policy he evolved

success of

Beyond thal. the appointment of “Mr. X",
s known from his famed anony-
Affarrs, has put the

icle in Foreign

Kremlin on the spot.+It was quite spparent
from the critical blasts leveled at Kennan by
Russian publications prior to and after his
selection became known several weeks ago
that thé appointment was received with
displeasure in Moscow. In all probability,
the Kremlin would have preferred to refuse
acceptance of Kennan. Anticipating that,
President Truman permitted word to trickle
from the White House that Russian rejec-
tion of Kennan would cause him to ask the
recall of Russian Ambassador Alexander S
Panyushkin  from  Washington, leaving
charges d'offaires to supervise the two em-
bassies. Much as the Russians dislike Kennan,
they would dislike losing their Ambassador
to the United States more.

Mr. Truman and Secretary of State Dean
Acheson have out-foxed the strategists of the
Kremlin. Moreover, they have given a new
sign to the world that U. S. policy toward
Russia will continue to be bold and forth.
right. All in all. the Kennan appointment
is'a new high mark in U. S. foreign policy—
a sign that the U S is dealing from con-
fidence and strength instead of from fear and
weakness

MAN'S BEST FRIEND BETRAYED

NODAY we take exception to our wsual
practice d print as a letter material
should appear in the classi-

h normally

fied adve section. One of the letters
in the nz “People’s Platform” comes
from two boys whose Christmas wits marred
by the loss, the day before, of their dog
Peewee

This letter arrived along with news of the
second recent dog atrocity in this section of
the state A family dog died shortly after
being found partislly skinned, with several

stab wounds. A few weeks ago another dog
had its tongue cut out
The willful mutilation of dogs is almost

From The Milwaukee Journal

inconceivable. Certainly in the eyes of most
youngsters dogs are almost members of the
family. Our correspondents who lost their
Peewee” on Chris'mas Eve have voiced
the concern which most youths and many
adults feel for their canine friends.

It would seem that person who muti
lates dogs has sadistic tendencies which
can be extremely dangerous to human beings
as well. For this reason, as well as the lesser
but demanding need to apprehend the per-
son or persons who have cruelly betrayed
the trust of~man's best friend, every effort
should be bent fo find the responsible party.

BUSY BLARNEY STONE

N CORK, IRELAND, the charge for kissing

the Blarney stone—a rite which presum-
ably gives the kisser the gift 6f gab—has
been raised from l4¢ to 2ic, or from one
shilling to 1 ghilling sixpence.

Observers report that the “kissing” fee boost
is a result of inflation. We prefer to look
.ol it as simply supply and demand.

i ith an election year as hot as 1952 prom-

‘h-uu.)dnﬁluwwwbequemup“

lips puckered for a smack at the Blarney
stone for the next twelve months

A philosopher sayj uer) person should
be allowed three fal Like every other
allowance, this is not uzougn to get by on.—
Ellaville (Ga.) Sun.

An ethical business man is one who never
goes back on his word without consulting
his lawyer—Pittsburg (Tex.).Gazette.

People’s Platform -

Letters should be brief, written on one side of the

be withheld from publication in the discretion of th

Lost Dog

Editors, Tue Nzws:

OUR little dog is lost, and we have advertised
in both papers, and on the lost and found col-

umn of radio programs. She got out of our car

Saturday at Fourth and College S reets, while she

was left alone for a few minutes.

She’s a small mixed breed female, black, wavy
hair — her name is Peewee. We are offering a
reward for her return. We were so fond of her
and she loved us so much. Our phone number is
23270,

‘We thought maybe if you would have any room
in your paper to print this, it may let the one who
has her know where they can get in touch with
us. Sure was a sad Christmas here

— EDDY AND RUDY (Twins)

(See Editorial, “Man's Best Friend Betrayed™

elsewhere on this page. The Editors.)

CHARLOTTE

Exploitation And Incompetence -
QUANAH, Texas

Editors, Tue News:

(COTTON production in the United States above

4" that required for domestic use has resulted

In a reduction in price throughout the wordd. This

has been true for more than 150 years.

In 1798 cotton sold in the United States for 44
cents per pound, none was exported. In the decade
1790-99 with all of the crop consumed in the United
States, the average price was 34 cents per pound

In the decade 1800-09 with one-third of the crop
exported, the average price per pound was 23 cen's

In the decade 182029, the surplus for export
increased and amounted to 80 per cent of that
consumed in this country. The average price dropped
to 13 cents per pound

This decrease in price per pound has accom
panied the increased American production. The co
ton markets of Indis, China and Egypt follow the
U. S. price. This has been true for a century and
a half.

The Northera exploifer has during this period,
bought a bale of cotton at about one-third value,
spinning it for domestic use. At the same time he
has bought ssother bale at the same low rate for

1 —shinping it to England and Europe in ex-
change for wachinery. The great industrial empire of
the North rests on too-cheap-cotton—cotton sold for
far less than previously obtained by the Chinese.
Indians and Egyptians.

This condition has not benefited the South,
Contrariwise this over-production has brought hard.
ships to 60 million people in these four cotton yrow-
ing areas — reducing them 1o the world's lowest
standards of living

The South has a large force of able and willing
labor. This force has never been put to its most
profitable use. The South also has the most in-
competent ruling caste to be found anywhere.

— B. H. McHARG

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

E of the most amazing things about *

gratiate himself with those in high places.

per The writer's name must be signed, but may
The News reserves the right to condense.

An Infamous System

Editors, Tis News:
HE recently released report of the investigation
of the National Education Association into
school conditions at Mars Hill in Madison Couny,
North Carolina, merely confirms what Madison
County citizens have long known, but have been help-
less to correct, namely, that the school system in the
county is up to its neck in the most debased and
sordid type of machine polities

The disclosure of this fact by an impartial and
unbiased investigating body should, however, con-
avince state authorities, who can remedy this de-
plorable situation if they will, that the hour of de-
cision is at hand!

For twenty years now the Democratic leadership
of this state has held its nose and looked the other
way when the decent people of Madison County have
sought relief. The members of the County Board
of Education, who run the school system, are ap-
pointed by a Democratic-con'rolled fegislature and
are not responsible to the parents of children whose
education they supervise. Unless the local authori-
ties who administer the educational system of the
county are responsible to the people of the county,
they can and do operate the schools as a virtual
palitical dictatorship. Conditions like those at Mars
Hill are an inevitable result.

To unshackle the teachers amd create an at-
mosphere which will make for good schools through-
out all of North Carolina. it is imperative that mem-
bers of the Board of Education should be elected
by the people of the respective counties — prefer-
ably in a non-partisan election.

All political leaders, all intelligent voters, and es-
pecially all teachers should insist that election of
members of County Boards of Education be a plank
in the platform of every candidate for the Legisla-
ture whom they support. Good schools and well-
inforined public opinion are essential to a democ
racy. Confidence in the school system in many of
our counties has been destroyed. This confidence
must be restored. and it can only come by retrrm-
ing the schools to the people whose children they

serve.
—JOHN FREEMAN.

MARSHALL

Quote, Unquote

1 reckon Il go duck shootin' again this year.
Season opens soon. Years ago I used to go for the
purpose of shootin’ ducks. Now my main idea is fo
keep warm. I've got me a down filled jacket, avia-
tor's sheepskin britches, wool lined innersoles, air-
man’s .boots and gloves tined with rabbit far. But
I still sit there in the duck blind before dawn's
early light and cuss myself for bein' such an idiot.

—Amarillo (Tex.) Glove.

While it does no good to cry over spilled milk, it
is very useful to remember how the milk came to
be spilled.—Portsmouth (Va.) Star,

Custodia:

Mr. Grumwlld His record is entirely satisfactory to the

P('r)ups what Crowley wanted to cover up was Grune
wald's record as a Government prohibition agent.

Real 2-Party System In S.C.

By HENRY LESESNE
In The New York Herald Tribune
COLUMBIA, S, C.
Carolina, which has re-
formed its_election laws substan-

re:
ty m in the state.
'.nh”.h two years South Carolina
bas abolished its poll tax. Long »
holdout state against Negro suf
frage, it has now permmed Ne

groes h q-:unfy
ites in vnﬁnl in Il\e hum
"whke" Democratic primary.
The last state to provide some
semblance of a “secret” ballot, it
has provided for the Australian
ballot in general elections

Until the “secret” ballot wa
wvided by the Tegislature, polﬂltd'
parties were compelled to furnish
their own ballots at the polls. It
was an_impossibility to vote a
split ballot in secrecy. When a
voter called for a Republican bal-
lot or a Republican and a Demo-
cratic ballot, it was obvious to poll
cfficials and hangers-on that he
was not intending to vote a straight
Democratic ticket.

Under the new set-up, the state
provides a single ballot, with all
parties and candidates listed. This
goes 4 long way toward making &
two-party system possible. How-
ever, there is still a drawback. If
one votes in the Democratic pri-
mary—the actual election in South
Carolina—one is bound by oath to
support the nominees of that pri
mary in lhe general election.
‘RULE

This mlh is known as the party's
famous “Rule 32," long a center of
controversy. It hogties every partic-
pant in the Democratic primaries.
A strong movement is developing
to abolish this rule. The South
Carolina State Chamber of Com
merce has gone on record in con
vention as favoring its abélition.

Actually, though, next year will
be the first time that this rule has
mattered much or its abolition
could take on any real significance.

In the past most voters in the
state Democratic primaries have
rot voted in the general election
cither because they iweren't quali
fied or because of their realization

If Women Ran

1, the Democratic voters
as national
were set free so far as the national
party nominees for and
Vice-President were concerned.
The oath was amended to apply
only to ﬂu nominees the pri-
mary in which the voter partici-

by the Dixiecrat party merely be.
coming. Democratic Party in
the state.
NEXT STEP

do away

Those who would now
completely with Rnle 32 point out
that even as it stands today the
rule is meaningless, since the Dem-
ocratic nominees for state and lo-
cal offices seldom encounter even
token opposition. However, they
say that since the state has a

“secret” ballot in general elec.
tions. me Mxt llep is to free vot-
ers of al ance commitments,
locally ll Iell as nationally.

“If any Democratic candidate
cannot win the support of the Dem.
ocratic voters without an oath re.
quiring all of them to support him,
he does not deserve election,” com.
ments “The Columbia (S, C.) Rec.
ord” editorially. “The al
the oath. . .takes on real mean.
ing for the first time in the gen.
eral election next year when South
Carolina’s voters participate in
their first general election under
the Australian (secret) ballot law
which allows them to make an hon.
est choice of candidates and to
vote a split ticket, |l lhnl be where
their choice leads thes

Of course, the nbulnm of the
oath will nnl become really mean-

iwgful ungil the Republicans or
some |mie dent party put strong
candidates Gip against the Demo-
crats in state and local races.

However, it is pointed out that no
two-party system of independent
voting can ever develop in the
state until the groundwork is laid
1o make it possible.

War No Holds,

-Or Bombs, Would Be Barred

By ROBERT

WASHINGTON
ERE HAS always been the
old thing about the female of
the species being deadlier than the
male, but it still brings you up
sharply to hear a couple of deli-
cate creatures, long-misnamed the
weaker sex, dropping locks and
swapping recipes for direct and
drastic ac ion.

Two such tenderly nurtured la-
dies were talking war on the train
en route here, and 1 am sure 1
would never like to go against an
all.girl army. They advocated the
atom, immediately. as a hurry-up
to peace in Korea. They were shril
ly indignant over the shilly-shally-
ing in the “police-action” in Korea,
which seemingly had brought noth-
ing but death and danger to their
sons and lovers, while solving
nothing.

“What
wounded an enemy?
said, supping at her tea.

would you do if you
" one lady
“Would

the second lady
“I would shoot him again,
on the off-chance he is sill wig.
gling, or maybe stick a bayonet
in him. The object 6f war, if there
is an object, and the way you win
it fast is to kill more peoole than
kill you. I dont know how we
got in this mess, but we're in it and
if the women were running it you
bet you they would win it fast and
with no false house rules and no
sentiment.”

LADIES USED BAD WORDS

1 mentioned shyly that this blood.

thirstiness did not seem entirely in
keeping with the Yule spirit. mor
the qualities of gentleness and
tenderness for which ladies are,
famed in song and story. They
sounded more like Bull Halsey
cussing Japs than dewy flowers to

York City.
This

C. RUARK

be protected and shielded from un
pleasantaess. One of the ladies said
a bad word, which was re-echoed
by the other lady.

“You men,” said the first lady,
“Silly lit'le boys, rushing off 'c
your wars to fight by the book
obey all the articles and mind ,n
the rules. There aren't any r''s
to winning fights, whether thev =re
wars or private squabbles. There
isn't any sense in getting killed for
ideals unless you win the thing you
are so damned idealistic about Did
vou ever see two women fight>
None of this stupid Marquis of
Queensberry foolishness. They
kick and claw and scratch and
scream and pull hair and bite and
throw things. They want to win
it: they don't care how they win
it. Tam tired of having our men
killed in defense of technicalities.”

I,was sort of prone to put this
down to vaporous excitability. due
fo too much last-gasp Christm
shopping. but I notice that the same
vlew is shared by most of the
other ladies I meet these days—
and especially, lately, By Sen. Mar-
2aret Smith, the legislator from
Maine.

T expect that Mrs. Smith and my
two train-ladies very possibly mir-
ror the feeling of most women
about war—and especially war that
strikes -at the security of fheir
hnmu and Ilmllin

once com! strife,
'herc is little of hol h nlllnlry
in their make-up=no sloppy senti-
mentality over the enemy's welk
fare. For sheer ferocity of tnvar-
mshcd emotion, for intentness of
purpose at all costs, there is noth-
ing like a dame. And so far as
war s concerned I am inclined to

think the mamas may be right.

Grunewald Has Friends In High Places

WASHINGTON
“mystery man”

i 1915 as a bookkeeper for Western Electric in New
NE ity.
0 Henry Grunewald is the way he has been able to in

His first job as an investigator came in 1017, when
he secured a temporary appointment with the old FBL

Henry is able to slip in to see the Vice-President
has a letter of thanks from President Truman for a_cam-
paign contribution. drops in to see GOP Senator Brew
ster of Maine who calls him “Henry,” and got GOP Sen-
alor Bridges of New Hamvsmre to help him pull wires
on a tax fraud case. He has imousines, a Winter
house in ‘Miami Beach, a Summer house at Spring Lake
N. J. and uses the Washington Hotel apartment of former
Secnury of War Harry Woodring.

manages all these contacts no one exactly
lnowl. especially in view of the fact that he was unwilling
fo answer any_questions about himself before the King
Committee.

However, strangest of all connections was with the
former Alien Property Custodian, Leo Crowley—despite
Crowley’s denials. Grunewald had such a close friendship
with Crowley that he was actually authorized to speak for
him at stockholders’ meetings of the big alien corpora
tions in wartime.

Crowley .now says:« “I don't remember Grunewald.
However, at the time he was hired, Crowley's office put
a memo in the files showing his astonishing trust in

“The Dutchman” by stopping any investigation of Grune-
wald's past.

Grunewald’s Past

'1!!"-: Office of the Custodian has investigated Mr. Grune-
wald,” Crowley’s office stated on Aug. 25, 1942, “and

because of the nature of the work to be performed by xhu

man for the Custodian, it is requested that the Civil Serv-

ice Commission refrain from making any investigation of

showed he was demoted from $4.000 to $1,800 a Jour o
Jan. 12, 1822, and finally was picked out of the Gov
ernment on Oct. 3, 1822, after being indicted by a new York
grand jury in connection with the “illegal removal and dis-
position of liquor.”

Later, in a job application. Grunewald gave this
version of his indictment: “In October, 1922, while 1
was general agent assigned to the New York prohibition
office, I was indicted by a Federal grand jury in the
Southern District of New York for conspiracy to violate
the Federal prohibition law. The indictment named a num
ber of individuals, including Mr. Roswell A, Saver and my
self. The case against me was dismissed after a verdict
was indicated to the jury by Federal Judge Winslow. . ,

50 Years An Alien
N fairness to myself,”" Grunewald explained, “I be-
lieve that I should add that the whole indictment was
1 move in a political battle raging in New York at that
time, and the prohibition unit was simply a pawn."
ere are some more things which the mymry man
mlxhl have lnld the King Committee but
runewald was born May 19 1892, at Porl Ellnbetn
Souﬂ! Mncl. but neglected to become nal
American citizen until Feb. 3, 1942. This was "o mm
after Pearl Harbof and after he went to work for the
Alien Property Custodian.
For years, as an alien, Grunewald worked for various
branches of the Government. He served in the U. S. Navy
iaval

In 1919, he served as confidential investigator for the
Republican National Committee at $6,000. In 1921 be go! 3
$4,000-ayear job with the Cormissioner of Prohibi''on
. ironically, came under the Internal Revenue Eue
reau. It was his relations with exCommissioner Schoene-
man and ex-Counsel Oliphant of Internal Revemue which
recently brought Grunewald into the limelight.

Grunewald has also developed some interesting con-
acts in the liquor business, and as late as 1044 he was
nder investigation by the Alcohol Tax Unit for alleged
nlack-marketing in liquor.

Grunewald also spent from 1928 to 1942 as a per-
sonal, confidential investigator for Henry W. Marsh, the
insurance mogul, at a stated salary of $12,000 to $18,000.

Note—In his tax returns Grunew; not give
the source of large chunks of income. This column is still
mystified how, from such a relative modest and
background, he was able to operate two homes and three
limousines and develop so many contacts.

Christmas Gifts
( FT scandals have made government officials so
¥ jittery that Christmas packages from business friends
were scrutin is year as never before,
Some officials returned anything looking like “influ-
ence” gifts without even o 10 see what
was inside.

pening
However,ythe wife of a Navy it
employee couldn't resist the temptaf uonmd 2 large,
ornately wrapped box brought by
Inside Seout




