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KremlmAchons Look lee
- Spring War Preparations

bwnmmm

AST week Tur Nrws rxpreued its dis-

satisfaction with a “compromise” plan
‘whereby State funds for city streets would
be obtained from a $5 increase in license
#tags and & half-cent increase in the gaso-
line tax. Thii newspaper is dedicated to
the proposition that & fair share of current
highway fund revenue should be devoted
10 city streets, rather than new revenue

That proposition needs no defense. for it
has been forthrightly stated by the Mu-
nicipal Roads Comnilssion after a long and
detailed study of city streets and their
yole in the state road network. Nonetheless,
& rpview of highway fund revenue in re-
cent years affords ample proof that enough
moriey is available from present funds to
earry out a $9 million annual street pro-
gram without seeking new revenue and
without impeding work on the primary and
secondary systems.
" The N. C. Advisory Budget Commission
has always been conservative in esti-
mating revenues. It appears to have been
overly cautious in all its recent estimates
of Highway Fund revenues, The following
table contrasts the estimated highway
revenue with the actual revenue for the
last elght fiscal years.

Fiseal  Originally  Actual  Excess Rev,
Year mated  Reveive  Over Est.
104344 $18830.143 200776 $13.389.634
:m- 14644554 33514, 1sTa0

For the elght fiscal years, estimates of
Highway Fund revenue were low by a to-
tal of $105700,022, or an awerage of
$13.223,753 each year. That, of Itself, Is more
than enough to provide the $3 milllon
sought for city streets.

* But that is not all. The revenue estimate

HIGHWAY FUND BOOKKEEPING

for 1951-52 1nd 1dr mz 53 is $77.375,000 °
each year--the precise figure of the ex-
pected revenue this fiscal year. Yet by all
standasds of prophecy, including Governor
Scott's repeated assertion that expansion
of the secondary road system will mean
a big Increase in license tag and gasoline
receipts, highway revenue should continue
to grow. -~

There is atill another angle. The above
figures do not include Federal matching
grants that the State has received each
year. In- the three years from -1945-46
through 1047-48, these grants totaled
more than’ $11.000,000 .each year- The
amount dropped to $527,285 In 1948-49,
then jumped to $10,176.628 in 1949-50 and

an estimated $10445798 in the current
fiscal year of 1950-51
Here's the cateh. The Highway Fund

revenue e
does not include an
its appropriations plan provides: 12,000,000
to match Federal grants eack year. That's
really eating one's eake and having it. too.

When asked why eurrent money i3 not
ample to help-cities and towns, Highway
Commission “officials always answer thal
our primary road needs are great. Of
course they are great, but the long in-
Justice to urban dwellers is also great.

Furthermore, primary road needs are
being well cared for with money that
would have gone to secondary roads. The
latter are being paved and stabilized with
$200 million in bond money, releasing
virtually ail of the huge Highway Fund for
primary roads

Tur Nzws contends that the, discrim-
ination against urban dwellers should be
ended and that there is ample money al-
ready In sight without imposing new
lcense and gasoline taxes. It is our rea-
soned belief that the figures given above
establish the soundness of that position.

Xt two years
Federal money, but

ON DRAFTING 18-YEAR-OLDS

HE debate over drafting 18-year-olds

is still in progress. and the Congress
is apparently no claser to a decision than
it was when the Defense Establishment
first broached the controversial plan two
weeks ago.

Main ‘reagon. for the delaying action is
that the Issue has become shrouded in
emotion” and confusion—emotion engen-
dered by the pleas of tearful parents who,
strangely yet understandably. consider an
18-year-old entirely different from a 19-
year-old; confusion resulting from a con-

t

Department doesn't want to, the Congress
doesn't want to.

2. The proposal to lower _the draft
Yimit does not envision an immediate full-
scale war (in which case 18-year-olds
would probably be drafted without further

ado anyway) but rather is a basic part of
a longer range Universal Miligary, Service
program

3. In UMS lies the source of oar great-
est potential strength—a big backlog of
trained manpower—and one of the best
guarantees that Russia will think. twice
before a major war. (General

stantly
plan, and from & paradoxical dearth of
draft material and wealth of volunteers
in certain branches of the service.

No one this far from the capital scene
can be sure that it is fiecessary to draft
18-year-olds. There is too much conflict-
ing testimony about manpower resources,
and t0o little public information about the
nation's over-all manpower needs.

- But the people back Home can keep in
mind cerfain fundamentals, and should
do sa.

. “No ome wants to draft 18-year-olds
The President doesn’t want to, the Defense

Musshall believes that North Korea would
not have attacked had the United States
been better prepared.)

4. The tssue should be decided by logle
and reason, instead of by emotion.

Barring new aggressive moves by Russia
and its satellites, Congress will 1ook at the
Defense Department’ “for the
next decade”

draft age limit. In the
lysls, however. the proven needs
on must-override rdividual
and Congress must declde ac-
no matter how great the pres-
om back home.

ging the di

sure fr

TIME FOR ACTION ON GAS FRANCHISE

'OW that Pledmont Natural Gas Co,
has been authorized to serve Char-
Iotte and seven other Caroll cities, the

Couneil to approve
gas franchise to

way 18 clear for the C
the transfer of Duke

Piedmont
W

the requést for approval

hs ago,
Carolina  Natural
Service Co: of N. C
eral Power
area. The
tnking sid
up its approval

s Fed-

controvers,
until Piedmont, or one
he others, got the nod from the FPC
Last week's FPC order is clear-cut. Pled-
mont 15 authorized to ‘serve Charlotte,
Winston-Salem, Greensboro, Salisbury: High
Point, Burlington, Greenville and Spartan-

From The New York Times

s were given
lons to serve
those in the

two rival compa

of Duke's franchise.
uld be granted
mpany may
ng a lateral
g Duke's

e request
the

task

0 that
got busy on the

Hne Into Charlot
present  equ

hot natural gas
y. 1t will

cess to cheap, clean

try to see what it may mean.
Among many in the Eu-
pa the mast
ve occurred on the borders of
Yugoslavia. Until six months ago,
was no doubt that

‘Hungarian, '
and Bulgarian satellites. This is Do
longer the
Beginning shortly after the open-

. ing of the Korean War, the satellite

armies have been progressively
strengthened. The 1627 class, which
shouid have been Hemobilized by

. has been kept in uniform.
Selected\ spgcially trained men
have been_called up from the re-
serves. Thus. the armed forc
the satellites have been ex
by over 50.per cent, to the
al of 660,000 men (nrn DV

sent Leavy st
tillery pieces, other arms
munition to remedy the satelifte
armies’. formerly sgrave deficiencies
in equipment.

In  nddftion

althoughs the So-
viets have not as_vet reinforced
thetr Hungarian, Romanian and
Bulgarian garrisons, they have sig-
nificantly strengthened their forces
in the Carpatho-Ukraine, This new

Russlan province lies west of the
Catpathian Mountain chain. Mech-
anical spearheads striking from
the Carpatho-Ukraine, across the
Pannonian Plain and down the
Danube Valley, could resch Bel-
grade in & matter of & coyple of

n' ADY ON PORDER

On their face, these seem to be
preparations for an attack on Yu-
goslavia by the surrounding satel-
lites, followed up, If Yugoslav re-
asistance should prove too stout, by
(m Soviet Army itself. Such at least

hal Tito’s belief. Such is

mz reason for his amm to be ready
for war in April o His
gains credibility, moreaver,
other steps taken by the Kremlin
in Eastern Germany, Poland and
Czechoslovakia.

MI.I.H'AI'I HIGHWAYS
Now, however, lhe work that' be-
gan last year, construc-
tion of the !!ﬂln rall by-pass,"has
been greatly extended. According to
authoritative information, the line
from Berlin to the important junc-
tion of Prankfurt-on-Oder has been
quadruple-tracked, while the line
from Frankfurt-on-Order to Ngore-
Ive, where the change to Rusian
. ia  being _double-
. It is also probable tha
the autobahn from Berlin to War-
saw, of which Hitler laid the foun-
dations, is n omple

order of Marshal

-

uine Soviet intention to attack in

rope.
The fact must be squarely faced,
however, that almost every obsta-
cle to a'Soviet move in Europe has
now been, or s now being re-
moved. . The preparations in East-
ern Cermany, hoslovakia and
Poland are stll oo & small encugh
ve & “fust-in-case”
RO Aot thoms it £oee (o the
borders of Yugoslavia are at least
Indmln(uuhlml from the real
. In short, the situstion re-
qu]ru most careful analysis, which
will be attempted in a second re-
port.

If A Nickel’s Now No Good,
Can A Dime Be Far Behind?

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

I BADE A TE\RP'L’L farewell to
the tother day, when
the cost of the common phone call

soared to & dime, and so bemoan,

the passing of the work herse of
our colnage, the simple i

For years the little round hole
on the right, u
phone. has
terday’s values and source of
siderable comfort to people who do
not understand Bretton Woods, par.
ity, or the Brannan plan. You wi
secure, at lea
that they hadn vet been abl
infiate & phone call,

The childhood of my generation
mly on the nickel,

[t a 5
hm aC the corner &ro: tor five

The price at the Friday movie,
Turpin or' Tom: Mix or
rmand were p—mmm sim-

A m

merchandise fot

sums. The nickel cuppacawfee Was

standard, 82 vas r*t ni
1 bu

which now
h whisky in term:

1f there is sufficlent ¥
your whiskers, you remember when
A nigkel got you a nod of thanks
frony & waitress and served accept-
ably as & tip to the cabdriver. It

Drew Pearson’s

am nol avn m dime’s_dignity,

Dcxmea
tivg. cen 1 base-
ball pllve" and uu even if

e didri’t mean It
A quarter was riches

ater. Todar. Tt §et & themh out
of & round, salid 50-cent plece that
1 have not recently been able o
extract from the dwelling of & de-
natured dollar in my jeans. Hard

ney has ever been a comfort-
ing presence in the pants.

In not-so-recent years, it fs pose
sible to recall that the sandwich-
snd-lemonade man made the rounds
of the campus each night, ac-
cepting & Jit for each of his wares
with pleasing humility and the cer-
tainty of & profit. .

DOLLAR A DAY .

1t you had twenty nickels you had
a full day's sustenance. a pack of
cigareites; and transportation two
ways, with a gob of gum thi\m
in for baksheesh. The twenty-cent
haircut ‘Was Do stranger ini a good
barber-shop, and the shoeshine cost
five single pennies. T believe the
going price for a swift neck trim
today Is either a buck or a buck-
quarter, while the shine boy
sts in your eye for less than
two bits

A little Yess than ten years ago,
on an extremely modest salary, I
was the proud prop. of & se
room-brick home, one servant, one
car, one wife, and thirteen bird
dogs. The summation today is the
same,  except somewhere
Inst the house and eleven of the
{hirteen does. This does not seem 1o
be_financial progre

But a1l tolq you might bave gone
along with the S0-cent dec n
buying poter of your Sedragglied
buck if they had left us At least
one symbol of old times, the five-
Jione call I the nickel die.

the dime’s death is
fust around the cormer, and dav
after tomarrow I we will

uncheerfully get up
three minutes of small talir'on Mr.
Bell's modern miracle.

What Retreatism Means

‘Hoover position. has evoked much favorable
n&:ﬂ and - some Wetive criticlan ‘from both
ns and Democrats. -Reasons for support are
varied, Some are reacting against
policy associated with President Truman and Secre-
tary Acheson: some shortsightedly hope the Hoover
plan will be cheaper in taxes somehow; some devout-
will be chesper in terms of Amerioan
ted by

tion ue with our allies who seem Lo have
done o0 little to help themselves.

However tustfiable sych grounds for action
may seem, it is » to have our foreign
pofiy—n ume Bt 5. tatar o€ Mo aid daat
T % abd o frienda-datergained BY ch mottve,

But there remains the solid part of

ing al orces d
the defense of the Western Hemisphere.
In every such counsel fhere
nuz in, our opiniam. t would be fatal to follow it and
control over the remaining
lm nrel! nuunde um nemhpher" mn no opposi-
the part of

tion on he cnly power in a position to
deter the

we l’tul". xlmnny ngainst this doctrine of re-
treatism. giving up

i G s b
And the main thing that gives us time is the pres-
ence of our own forces in Europe. Winston Churchill
Said that only the presence of American power has
npv.. the Russian ies from fnundating Europe.
As long s we are there. Stalin knows that an ag-
gremite move means war—apainat us. A war
rize, even If he gxir i
it méans fearful retaliation AgAnst his country,
the ultimate fall of his regime,

H

withdraxing
across the entrance.
O Enera: . e e ok

We are impressed, too, by the
perience and suthority—Gen. Eisenhower has ace
cepted the unanimous call of the North Atlanti
al to- rally
in this critical time. His scceptance
is & real chance to As he goes lenh on
his great mmlon. he deserves the support of &°
united nation.

Quote, Unquote

wife is & great comfort to a husband during
the “disiressing. daya that 4 bachelor never has—
Kingsport (Ten:

. Jasly ggturday night just below town 8 Negro
fn' an old Buick ran into a drove of mules. We be-
Teve that is the first car weve seen Kill four bif

mules o one time—and still remain in condition
1o drive sway ~~Cofteeville (Miss.) Courk

Those blg shots ol cﬂm! and vice now squirniing
under the pentrating eye of the Kefauver Comunit-
tee should realize when they form alliances with
grafting zuucmu‘(hu a man is known by the
com keeps.—Arkansas Gasette.

‘Where ‘Were You Guys When We Were Winning?’

‘BiLock
O e LG AT PRS cay

Small Towns Are Backbone Of America -

POINT FOUR ON THE LAND

The Communists have made lavish
\ses of land reform whenever they have
ventured Gito new territory. These prom-
ises really n that the old landlords will
be thrown ¢ that presently the man
d will find himself a serf on &
ive farm. but the farmer does not
this until too late. Dr. Bennett
surgests that this appeal be counteracted
by real land reforms and that our agents

prom-

FOR the past three years & county agent
from North Carolina has been giving
advice 1o Indian farmers in a hundred-
aquare-mile area
the three years wheat product
area went up 67 per cent, potato productios-
200 per cent. Dr. Henry G. Bennett, tech-
leal administrator of the Point Fqur pro-
gram, gave this {llustration in a statement
t0 the press recently. Under Point Four,

with a few million dollars of initial appro- 1y to persuade foreign governments to
priation, we are sending agents to give make such reforms,

Delp and advice in 36 underdeveloped A crude “dividing up” of the land may
eountries. This it not the whole StOr¥. oot in a sharp drop in production—

|

te capital will be needed, and private
tal ' has not yet received the guarantees
will tempt it into heavy foreign in-

t for these purposes. Still, there is
that If peace can be preserved the
e and the money can be found to
of Yying elF over the world.

ett makes a sigiificant

and indeed has done so. But Dr. Bennett
is thin “capitalistic type land
reform” which will add to the rewards of
the farmer, whether in shares, wages or
profits. Perhaps—as in China—the sugges-
tion comes too late, Yet we have to hope
that there dre countries where it can still
be applied and where the benefits of free-

_ dom can.be made so obvious that the slave -
doctrine of the Communists will not be
listened to,

of &
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Merry-Go-Round
i WASHINGTON

up to the little Pexpsylvania town where
hood. to help dedicate the begin-
own hall_ It brought back & lot af memo
about what forms the real found:
this country — namely, the small

AST week T went,

rica,

Swarthmore boasted sbout 2000 people when T grew up
there, and it stlll much- bigger now. The houses are of
that ewrly peniter . mansard-roof type: salid, a little
Lgty, it both the hearthstones and the hearts of the people
inside are warm.

A fow things about my town have changed in the 30-odd
years since I moved away—but not many.” There's & hew
mavie house—unheard of in my day. And an underpass has
Teplaced the old railroad grade croming where Watehman
Mike McCusthy, friend of every kid in town. used to tret and
fume il school was out and All the children had been
herded ncross the tracks

Some svank new homes have been built in the cow pastures
and woods where T onoe trapped skunks: but Prank Getiz,
now the town tax assessor, greeted me with the observation:
“The skunk-catching isn't so here any more, but I
see youre still eatching them down in Washington.”

Pearson’s Police Record -
JGGEST change in- Swarthmore, however, is going to be
the new town hsil, for which=with proper
we broke ground. The old Town Hall, a gaunt, unnmy
sore, eaught fire last vear, which reminded me that maybe
" the police records had burned with it. thereby removing from
the clutches of my Senatorial weil-wishers the criminal evie
dence they have been so diligently trying to find.
el

A certain Senator has been eagerly digging into my past
of late, and last week an attorney close to the McCarthyites
atood up In court and indicated by his cross-examination of
me that they were even trying to track down an incid
Reldsville, N. C. where, after iaking down a Chautauqua
tent, T was arrested at 3 A. M. for taking a sponge. bath in
the murky Southern Rallroad yards. .

This s a story which I tell every time I go to North Caro-
lina, the last-time having been to the North Carolina Press

iation tn Chapel Hill about & year ago. T also get humor~
ous letters from Judge Ira Humphries who presided over tha
court, and the Rev. then

I have also
Glidewell of Reidsville, who kindly volunteersd to de:
and who predicted that, if I ever became a public figure,
enemies would investigate my seamy past.

Grist For Sen. McCarthy

burned records in the old Town Hall at Swarthmore would
have showed that T was also arrested on an entirely different
charge 4t o earlier age “(about 13) and that tme found

1t was nfter a coll jege football game. St hmore had beaten
Its old.rival, Haverford. The two qumr colleges were sup-
posed to'practice brqtherly love, but didn't. Murv-ln! Irang
th village fire bell and got caught. Fine:

Backbone Of America

w‘ﬂl.lﬂlhr.mmnﬂnmﬂl)otafoﬁhmmm-
ing

backbone of America, and that if we ever jose otr small-town
independence. and the ‘community spirit that woes with it
really be in danger of going the

then we might way of
Russia.
The tendency of our modern. streamlined nation is to con-

DRESIDING at the Town Hall in
was Willlam H. Ward, now & top executive of the du Pont
company, who. like me, worked his way through e by
spending Smmmn SR Chluuumn tent crow...And X
couldn’t help but Bill m md Olh-on
Bradfield, now mmmxle Ohio's, leading banker,
advantage of the liquid coolness of the fountain in the mbnc
square at Wellsboro, Pa., to remove the all-night.grime of

hkndmltlm
Senator M\PIMMM!

‘was even bnmbyhuhﬁﬂhm cop
that it was the duty of every citizen {0 keep clean.
doesn’t know, however, is that the




