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*SELL-OUT’ ON CITY STREET FUND -

the State Municipal Road Com-
I mission began its study of the city
street problems in July of 1949, Tux Nrws
had hopes that a long-standing Injustice
to urban dwellers would be rectified, and
that out of the Commission’s survey would
come a formula for a more equitable divi-
alon of highway fund revenue,

This newspiper is deeply disappointed
in the “compromise” plan worked out by
the League of Municipalities, the State

. Highway Commission, and Governor W.
Kerr Scott, to obtain more State money
for clty streets. The compromise calls for
&n increase of $5 in license plate fees and
& boost of one-half cent In the gasoline

in order to create a municipal street
fund of $9,000,000.

the League of

has bowed to political expediency. It has
abandoned a very sound and justifiable
position in the face oft unylelding oppos!-
tion from Governor Scott and the High-
‘way Commission to any diversion of present
highway revenue to city streets, and has
agreed to seek new revenue (a major por-
tion of which urban dwellers will have to
pay: anyway) in order to remedy the
ancient injustice.

.

.

ET US RECALL for a moment the find-

ings of the Commission. In the first °

days of publicly-supported roads, eity
streets were pald for by ad valorem taxes
on city property, and rural roads were
supported by taxes levied on property in
both cities and rural areas. That far back
the urban dweller pald for his own street,
and In addition paid for part of the rural
roads.

In 1921 the State took over primary
rural roads connecting county seats,
using registration fees and gasoline. taxes
to support them. Once agaln, the urban
dweller pald for his own street. yet con-
tributed to the support of the State pri-

_mary system.

In 1931 the State took over all rpnl
roads, financing them. from State reve-
nues. Under this system, urban and rural
dwellers paid for the State roads, but the
urban dweller still had to pay ad valorem
taxes for the support of his streets with-
out getting any help whatsoever from the
Btate.

It was not until 1935 that the State allo-
cated any money for city streets. That
year the sum of $500,000 was appropriated.
State appropriations have grown slowly,
reaching $4,800,000 in 1048-40. But even so,
most of that money 1s spent on city streets
which are extensions of rural roads.

Reviewing history, the Commission came
to this conelusion:

the State owes the same responsibility
ties towns um it owes

First, all roads and streets rendﬁr simi-

lar nrrvla to motor vehicles and unf trat-

fic provide a surface
Tovement of this trat

. generally, speaking, each m
vehicle owner bears &

th the pay!
tion fees and gasoline taxes, regardiess of

e of his
or destination of his travel
since each motor vehicle owner

in & rual area and
drives over roads

o reasons. the Commission Is of

he opinion that. as a matter of equity. the
Blate thold have taken over rtrects when
. and that the
been constructing _and

§
3
H
3

to hom

and towns
and maintaining puhlu' wi
travel 1o homes and businesses located in

nnul located in cities

rural areas act that this was not
done in 1931 or shortly thereafter may be
justified because.the State and ita citizens

were in the throes of the epression
. The Com-
Jonger

Sibiliy 1o eltisens of cities and towns. which
has only been partially met since 1935, should
be accepted tmmediately.”
.
HE Injustice in the present arrangement
Is crystal clear. The urban dweller
contributes & major share of the highway
fund revenue, and gets pathetically little
In direct return. It is'a gross inequity
that should be remedied not by the forced
addition of new revenue but by a falrer
and more eguitable division ‘of present
revenue,

The - Highway Commission and Gover-
nor Scott. are firmly opposed to any diver-
slon of present funds to city streets. All
the thinking and planning of the Highway
Commission Is fixed on primary and sec-
ondary roads. No one in the department
1s, or has been, trying to find money from
present sources for city streets. Instead,
there is a strohg wall of opposition to
using current money, and an insistence
on new revenue.

Such an attitude on the part of the
Governor and the Commission Is difficult
to understand, since secondary road needs
for the forseeable future have been taken
care of by the $200.000,000 bond lssue
(which urban dwellers will help repayi,
that sum In turn releasing great sums for
improvement of the primary road system
(which urban dwellers will help pay for,
also).

The ‘compromise I« a gross miscarriage
of justice. The League deserves the cen-
sure of the urban dwellers 1t purports to
represent for sacrifieing a principle to
political expediency and advocating what
is certain to be an unpopular increase in
license tags and the gasoline tax. The
remedy s not in mew revenue, but in &
falr share of existing revenue. and this
newspaper proposes to keep hammering
away at that point.

‘ARCHIE CALEB LINEBERGER

IKE his father and grandfather before
him, Archie Caled Lineberger Jr. was
& ploneer.

Out of college just a few years. he
bought, in 1927, a Gaston County mill’ that
had been losing money heavily, and then
took what his friends thought ‘would be a
disastrous plunge. He converted the mill
from cotton to silk, using the same ma-
chinery, and presto, the mill started mak-
ing money.

Soon Mr. Lineberger was using artificlal
sk, or rayon as it lgter became known.
He dlscovered that the rayon could be put
on cones, like cotton, Instead of in skeins,
thus opening up a new fleld for weaving.
As a consequence, his mill was one of the
first in the nation to weave fabrics of 100
per cent rayon

In later years he took another “white
elephant”, named it the Pledmont Process-
ing Compani. converted it from w dye

plant to a 15,000-spindle plant, and profits
quickly began plling up.

These Incldents are typical of the way
In which a combination of daring and
business acumen brought wealth to Mr.
Lineberger and profit to Belmont. the
community where he lived. A friendly man.
courteous and good-humored, he was loved
and respected by everyone who knew him.
Throughout his he carried on the de-
velopment of Gaston County's industrial
strength that had been set In motion
originally by his grandfather, John Caleb
Lineberger, who bought the old Pinhook
Mill [n 1835, and his father, A. C. Line-
berger Sr., who In 1908 bullt the Imperial
Mill, the first constructed In the South to
make combed yarn.

Mr. Lineberger died this week at the age
of 50, but he had already contributed
more to his community and his region
than most men do in a full span.

COMPLAINT OF T HE RESERVISTS

F MEMBERS of reserve defense units

are being treated like Col. Harry 8.
Keck says they're belng treated, they have
& fust cause for complaint

Col. Keck is commanding officer of the
B18th Alrborne Infantry Regiment, and 1s,
we take it. a responsible man. Yesterday
he related such experiences at these to
THE NEws:

1. One employer put pressure on
employee to “get out of the reserves”.

2. One employee, negotiating for & new
Job, had to sign a statement saying he was
not & member of the Army reserves.

3. Beveral men In line for promotion

have been by-passed because’ they were in

nessman to make long-range personnel
plans, but there should be no discrimina-
tion against reservists. In normal times
such discrimination would be bad. In the
current crisis. when these men may be
called upon to defend the nation, It Is
reprehensible.

Texas gets the “Mald of Cotton™ for 1851
and the Kaiser aluminum plant. Without
any help from Jesse Jones or Congress,
apparently —New Orleans (La) States.

A husband should never worry if his
views are different from those of his wife.
If he keeps them secret all will be well.—

* cesslons

Ablest Men In State Dept.
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maté group presumably of ‘his

triends ‘showed the unyleld-

ing manner that has increasingly
approach to

rejected thelr iews on two major
points of foreign policy.

points_on which failure with grim
consequences s most MEly o

‘rn GlllA\ PROBLEM
rmany. Acheson

in West Ger-

y.
Agreement with the Adensuer
government on a form of I
ment was possible if sufficient con-
were made. But it was
pointed out that in view of the
shaky posttion of that government,
ratification by the West German
parliament was doubtful.
the that the Adenau-
er government would go down and
» long period of political uncer-
tainty and stalemate would follow.
Latest reports from Germany in-
dicate that just this may happen
If the issue of rearming is forced.
‘The public declaration by America
An units were essential
to the defense of Western Europe

has pushed West German opinion
in two mmm
First, it accentuated the

fear that a third wond conflict wil
be fought out in Gerfmany. This has

rise to & rapid Increase in
fhe conviction that Germany's neu-
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stippery slide to

a War with China's
pawer and vaster geog-

Here, of course, the pressures of°

and Congresdonal opinion
Chinese

1-

teresting question Which can be
phrased as follows:

L't the Secretary of State — for
that matter any Secretary of State
— the Ineyitable prisoner of Con-

ress and the loud clamor of
fom which ia often opinion organized
with a calculated purpose

Acheson, a sensitive and intelli-

ress a8
when he talks candidly in private.

It explains in part at least the
tragle dualiam of American forelgn
policy y

What Was There To Be Lost
About In The ‘Twenties Era"?

By ROBERT C. RUARK

T HAS BEEN a popular Amer-
e

e, ‘and many ve
been sprinkled over their plight.

The late Scott Fitzgerald was
the bellwether of the era, and to
g0 back and read the sobful stuff
you would think those kids really
had trouble. They got constantly
loaded and moaned about betrayal
and foined the Commos and let
their necks get dirtier than neces-
sary, and, so help me. sccording
to our present standards, they nev-
er had it better.

Let's see what they had to hol-
ler_about.

They' had a war Nhlnd them,
true. Old WW the First — one in
which they smally figured. It was

something less than a Commando
action, Insofar as We were con-
cerned. ‘Don’t check me on the
statistics, but I bet. we lost more
people from influenza than we did
from shrapnel. It was even such
a naive war that alr power was

distraught ‘208 we
had several golden ages — of
sport, of the airplane. of whoopee.
of splendiferous foolishness. The
‘20s.bred Texas Guinan, the for-
ter. Damon Rugyan,
talking pictures.

writing talents. T!

tant"
saged n grimmer period.

dealt us all
The later

ter ‘3ds, which
sons in restraint

*308.
then led by the nose by optimistic

politicians, reversed the lésson

of 1t was awfully rough.
in the mass, as you look back on
it. Tt was certainly no tittle s0
tough as the young man of the
moment is beset by time and
progress.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

JOT MUCH gets
jobby these di
done over Washington dinner
contracts,
The other d
far-flung Ave

an awful

tric, cm-h, Brudtuu.r[ and Republic

ner in honor of Stuart Symington,
of the National Security Resources

Symington got a lot of publicity once befor!
the hospitality of Floyd Odlum
Vultee, who manufactured B-36's at a time when Symington

cepting

was buying B-36' for the Alr Force,
ing B-36 parts, Symington is

he B powertal wallop s ot
fiel

At any rate, Symington, an extremely busy man, went,

to the dinner, which was attended by various bigwigs. in-

zmm homey Sen. Homer Capehart of Indiana
used the

that Homer had

Dinner-Table Friend

ENATOR SPARKMAN of Alabama has just written &
report

showing how

(Miss.) C

Now and then occurs a character such
that taking pen in hand Is equal to putting
foot In mouth. — Memphis Commercial-
Appeal. «

not able to get war contracts.
his report the Iuda'inl letter of Nov
to John Craig, general manager of

the Aveo Mabitacturing Co. C\m‘lnnn.l a5 an
tlon of haw little business ‘can gt war
te and if you nund tbe ympcr

have a father in

o the newspapers about the social

tables—even including war 1
Eycoming-Spencer

v Victor Emanuel,

m
of the Air Force, though

e should have included in

The gin-sonked maunderings of
‘208 lost generation seems
sight silly when compared to the
lal of the lad and lamie who were

in a war, were children In
n de ression, and who have been
confronted by two major wars, In-
flation and the A-and-H-bomb in &
few short years.

MORE TO WEEP ABOUT

We deal today with a $0-cent-
dollar. We truckle to taxes that
would stun & bull mastodon. Apt
leadership to recent date has been
practically nil. While recovering
from a depression, we fell flat into
& big war. While recovering {rom
that war, we fall flat into more
taxes and another war so Vast of
concept that whed
lightning dyes the sky,
wonder whether they have finally

ropped the big quietus on us

Our goal used to be riches: un-
less a man, today, is crooked or
in the oil business, no amount of
achievement is worth the effort.
You can't keep 1t, Maé.

The dollar dwindles, daily,, Se-
curity is nil Annuities dublous. A
man 1 know who just made vice
president of & big company heads
back to being an infantry captain.
People #ho love children sin't have
. Pigure they got no future

vl staying alive.
our group doesn't seem to

low or whine, of lack of guts.

Somebody's ‘Awfully Bumed Up About Something

.

Educational Problem
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Schools Need Parental Interest

By H. C. GADDY
Principal, Bain School
NOW that the public schools of North Caroling Iﬂ:

accepted responsibility
all the people from 7 to 16, and
the development of the whole child, let us stop a min-
ute and ask the \-luan How well are the public
school most ambitious ptocnm

ever undertaken in lhl hlnwry of civilized mu\
Suppose we start with a child as he en!
for the first time.

‘The :hlldl mvlr\mmtnl lmmedllu\] ehlnlﬂ
(mm an; u ever ns be-~

omes one X um:’::v. v
fieged or unum zced depending on w)
me ratlrosd ot tion of town he lives. he ncw
hmnm 'llh -n types of children. He
ances, and his vocabulary, for

f
been allowed to play with before become his best
friends and it is very dlfﬂmll for him to understand
why it should not bé this
His_teacher ﬂoel the best she can by hlmull;:d
e

the first grade, .
only 36 will enter high s
o . staried wil finish high s
of the 100 who started will enter colleg:
out of the 10 who started will finish muq
this s0? I It becaus schools are ctv'ded
e Mnatiractive? I It because of mnume condi-
tions in general? 1o it because of jerstand-
ing on the part of the public in
I oM ‘are frying to do7 Is it because of the fatlure
of the school progham-to exert a vital influence on
the lives of the chil
rt to find out -xz.uu figures given
biggest m 0( l
to boys and
“"’“‘m‘"“"” o Gbrpe. and-the a
in the c1vuun atio an
which, most of us mmlm
“sted fn the Toon 1 talkea mu&'u“ irls
i as to why. uropp-d
out o ven :

w.-tnjohwmlpvul" -nule.ebf
"Just aldnt L\ll uth‘ “m'l g0 to achool reg-
W out”, 'Mn‘t

make my grade”, “The principal and I had & rune
"

lnrud respect for authority .

WE TALK sbout juvenle delinquency and parentalt
d’llnﬂ\)!!ﬁy ‘when thlﬂ ‘we should think more
f communi ncy. Our children

2
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think
worse
Every !

complete

undll’ll‘ndlnd 1t they

lding the lives ol lll the l:hllm"n as well as

he!dln‘l'.hl chll?;vn a sufficlent length of time to b.
factor

Quote, Unquote
in the Ylnll of U’ll rich, a8
X Lo

Capehart |ndu|ges In Social Lobbying

WASHINGTON

lot of business is still

& power behind the . 0f war ords
& Elec-
. gave n din.

selte. etficient. head

e frot
of Cnnmllullcd

Emanuel is now

of other

but this is leased for elght years to Comell-Dubllier Electric
Corp. He would like us to work closely with his son, espe-
« clally in the field of subcontracting.

explained to Homer that we, ourselves, outside of

xhem and we Imld uo everything

Division, did not have any great amount
tnwzn.mwmmnuw
puﬂhleweo-wenu

2

Later 1t
dinner to do some

small businessmen are

)o from Victor Emanuel
Crosley division of

K

with l.bc toh of the Benator from Indiana
“Subject Packard Manufacturing Corp.
xc”ﬂ to: All buyers.

wiblect company which s com|

Benator in_Washington,

Mr.

“I definitely want every one of you to give
sideration to his son,

the Packard Manufacturing Corp.,
in & position to furnish us, provided

of Aveol cinclnnlu sent the following memo to “all

buyers®
to be on the lookout for ways of placing orders
‘Warner's memo

, herewith, coples of my file on the above

pletely self-explanatory.

son, Mr, Thomas C. Capehart,
on any item he may be

olutionary short-wave that will
-unmwa?-‘n&--

Canada will make it part ‘standard
00 North At arm. b




