'THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1951

THE GREAT DEBATE DRONES ON

‘weight of American public opinion

foreign policy once
off in all directions

to be swinging slowly behind -

Douglas of Illinols, who was falrly vague
on the specific application of his ideas;
Senator of Massachusetts, who con-
ceded the President has the power to send
American troops where he -pléases. And
finally, there was the major contrikution
by James F. Byrnes, new Governor of
Bouth Carolina.

A new factor has entered the national
debate in the person of Generai Dwight

Joseph

Now on a swing of Wemm
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Kennedy, who stirred the old
to Iife with & demand for a complete aban-
donment of the rest of the world and a
withdrawal to our shores.

Next there was ex-President Herbert
Hoover. He did not go quite so far as Mr.
Kennedy, holding that Britain and Japan

d be the outposts of our defense.

Then there came Senator Taft who

stretched the frontiers still farther, and
our sacred

Atlantie Pact members (though he still

doesn’t like the Pact)

Vp popped Harold ltuum just back

from & trip around the world, to say that
Messrs. Hoover and Taft don't speak for
the Republican Party. And then Mr. Stas-
sen outlined his own long-range program
for a world counter revolution against
Communism.

Many others have tossed in their own
suggestions: Senator Knowland of Cali-
fornia, who agrees that Western Europe
must be defended but who also wants to
back Chlang Kal-shek in a war against
the Chinese Communists; Senator. Paul

A PIONEER RETIRES

MAN vwho has brought honor to his
name and contributéd mightily to the
welfare of his native land has declded
to call it a day. He's Dr. Hugh H. Ben-
nett who, as a boy, watched the Pee Dee
éarry off tons of topsoll from his father's
Anson County farm and who, as a man,,
@id more than anyone else in the century
save the soll from the sea.

Dr. Bennett, chlef of the U. 8. Soll
Conservation Service, will retire from
that. post April 15. It is to Dr. Bennett's

t that he can retire now with con-
that there are others who will
eazry on his work.

Like any man who's good at what he
@oes, Dr. Bennett has an almost fanatical
devotion to his idea. That idea, simply
stated, is this:

The soll will not endure forever; it
s not indestructible; it can be “used up";
but it can be saved If the people who
il it are taught proper conservation
methods.

‘That seems an obvious idea today. Of
eourse we know about erosion; of course
we realize the necessity for contour plow-
ing and other conservation methods. But
when Hugh Bennett—fresh from UNC and
new to the Bureau of Solls of the U. 8.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

State Board of Elections stated

the case well when It asked the Legis-

Iature to abolish absentee ballots in gen-
eral elections.

‘The absentee ballot “still remalns the
cause of most of our election troubles in
a general election,” said the Board. and It
added: “We belleve that if civillan ab-
sentee voting is bad for the primary, it is
bad for general elections, and should be
abolished in both.”

There is little Tug Nxws can add to that
Historically, absentee ballots have been
misused by dishonest and unscrupulous
persons to commit fraud In elections. It is
true that they preserve the %oting rights

General

is tryln‘ to find out what measure of
self-help can be expected in Europe, and
reportedly he i encouraged by what he
has learned. If he decides that Europe can
be defended, his opinion will have great
welght with the Congress and with the
nation.

In all the hubbub, the ‘s

mu In the cast of cha
clearly ~1dentifiabls
lml that no Holiywood eéasting
office could possibly mis. In
general there are three lines of

policy stands firm. It is to build up the
defenses of Western Europe with the
greatest possible speed and with the great-
est possible degree of European participa-
« tion. It is to hold firm against major con-
cessions to Communist China, while avold-
ing a Jand war in the Far East. It is to
hurry along our awn preparedness pro-
gram. It is to stick .with the United Na-
tions, and conform to that body’s consid-
ered opinfon. It 15, In brief. to exeércise
the world leadership that this nation has
inherited in two great world wars.
Blowly the debate is being resolved, and
it 18 & measure of the inherent strength
of our American democracy that it is being
resolved in the right way.

Agriculture Department—tried to sell con-
servation, he was igno:

In 1909 his boss made a speech polnting
out that the soll is indestructible, that soil
is one resource that cannot be exhausted,
that soll cannof be used up. And that idea
prevalled until 1933 when Dr. Benriett was
named to head the Soll Erosion Service of
the Department of the Interlor.

The work of Dr. Bennett has done In the
practical aspects of soll conservation has
been great, but even greater has been the
change his work wrought in the public
mind. Once the big planters laughed at
conservation talk; now the poorest tenant
farmer knows its importance.

There are a few men of whom North
Carolina can be extremely pmuﬂ. Mnu of
them have been duly honored in their time
and thelr names have become wrll known.
But Dr. Bennett has been a dedicated
servant of his nation, a man who bhas
become a legend among the men in his
fleld but whose name sometimes seems to
mean little even to the people of his native
state.

Now, at 70, Dr. Hugh Bennett is to retire
after a lifetime of devotion to his idea. No
Tar Heel has better deserved the salute:
‘Well Done!

of those who, by necessity. are unable to
appear at the polls in person, but this
protection is far outwelghed {n public im-
portance by the frequency of fraud and
abuse.

The State abolished absentee ballots in
primary elections several years ago. The
precédent has been set, and It 1s a sound
one.

The current Board of Elections recom-
mends that the absentee ballot be retained
only for servicemen and disabled war vet-
erans In hospitals. With that stipulation,
the General Assembly should enact the
measure without further ado.

PAT - ON - THE - BACK DEPT.

“p'mm the past few years, the Char-
] lotta Chapter of the League of Wom-
en Voters has become a highly useful
nstrument of publie good in this com-
munity,

It has turned it attention to many
deserving  projects—public meetings to
Question candidates for public office; In-
sistent inquiries about the state of the
City-County econsolidation movement: sup-
port of the Park & Recreation Commission
bond issue; the circularizing of voters
and door-to-door canvassirg to get
eitizens to register and to vote: en-
dorsement and active support of urban re-
development.

Tae News has intended for a long time
to commend the League. What brings the
topid to mind today In the demonstration
of & voting machine In Charlotte on Tues-

The Greensboro D

News

MERICA Il A sea power, China a land
power. A whale and an elephant con-
ly can get In'a fight but it is hard to
either could profit from it.

, bave a story about

day, Jan. 23, arrangements for which were
worked out by the League

Voting machines are still novelties in
‘The South. but elsewhere in the nation
they are gradually replacing the tradi-
tional system that leaves such wide leeway
for human error. They are faster and
more accurate. and they speed greatly the
tabulation of ballota.

Because of war shortages of critical ma-
terials, the question of using voting ma-
chines in Mecklenburg County may ' be
entirely academic at this time. Nonetheless,
the demonstration will be of considerable
value in bullding a backlog of public
interest in modernizing our anclent elec-
tion procedures.

So we make our manners to the ladies of
the League of Women Voters for their
initlative and enterprise. More power to
them.

MONKEY WINS TUG OF WAR

The monkey then went into the jungle
and bet an elephant he could outpull him.
The monkey gave one end of the rope to
the whale in the ocean, the other to the
elephant in the jungle. He hid himself in a

ves, the monkey cluod it a draw
md-entﬂl'ltahu
Bmmhtnmunlmnmyenrv

force repr

THE HEAT IS ON

Fuw i the poll
ed by

alle is & roly-poly
figure with a shrewdness that un-
derlles his easy, good-humored
manner. He

do something about it — almost
anything that will give even tem-
porary relist
Next comes the college presi-
n Valentine, president of
Rochester until

ships In several large corporations.
is DiSalle’s boss with the titls
¢ Administrator of the Economic

‘Btabilization Agency

o third principal i the hard-
botled industrialist. Here again
§oU, could not improve on Charles
Wison. who left the presidency
of Qeneral Blectric to- become Dir
rector of Defense Mobilization. Wil-
has a massive frame and a
voice that rolls through a con-
ference like thunder. Al his life
customed to getting
things done uhqul:kly and o di-

rectly as_possible.
WOULD IT WORK?®

Collected By Bill Sharpe

HERBCoc ke
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TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

Animal Yarn
(Estelle Loomis, Richmond County Journal)

the squire who w long

his horse with his little dog running
at once the horse turned his head around d,
“See here, I'm getting good and tired of trotting so
fast. If you don't want to slow down you can J
get off and walk”

« Needless to say, the mam
jumped off the horse and ran
in the opposition direction. The little
lowed on +his h After & while the man slowed
down to a stop and wiped his face with his handker-

was so startled he

“I didn% know that that

Leaked to the press two weeks chief.
ago was DiSalle's mu nl a 30-day “"Whew," he said,
seemed,  horse could talk”

s i But others, Including Vi
ine, were doubtful of the work-
mmy of such a temporary expédi-

Th!n just about the time a pub—
lic announcement

“Neither did I

The Good Old Weather
(Watauga Democrat)

- Had it pleased Providence to make the weather
we wonder what us folks along Kln[

said the little dog.

was expected
Wilson was called in, He he(ln to
ask some

guessed thn tmu

How many exceptions 'ml.ld be
claimed individual
firms? Someone

Sueet snd along thousnds of other main street
wvulh lmom-wludornruwhnl

conversal en we tire of settling the o
un.uuoml " sitiation, whe

n the arguments between
o e o0 rhis would be he followers of the donkey and thase Who g0 along
ot el u tetal of approximately 2~  ¥ith the Elephant, have grown  stale, and . when
900,000 usines m‘: Tises ty pe there 18 no good gosslp going the rounds—when no

. ols EnaTH: husband has used of doing the madam

ntrolled.

Wasn't It true that if each excep-
tion filed was not passed upon .n-
dividually by the Stabilization
Agency, then individual firms filing
the exception would mot be boun
by the freeze? Yes. that was true

Since the Economic Stabilization
Agency has only the rudiments of
to be plainly

accr
wrong. when most of the folks have staved sober,
there 1t & general dearth of conversational ma-
terial. we can always tum fo the weather and
Yindred subjects, such as the supply of fuel oll in
the tank, the q'unmv of the coal we ve, the high
cost of both, and the way the plumbing is standing
the strain of sustained freezing . .. And. nine times
out of ten we wind up with !ho observation, “1
never saw anything like it . . . 80 help me!”

impossible to do such s job. Ine
stead of & price wall, there would Regrets

be & barrier s full of holes As &  (Smoky Mountain Times)

plece of Swiss cheese. So the ](:> v . now that John DeHart found
day freeze order was called off  yhe woolly worm with such an awful foreboding
#t a press conference that had its of Winter.

embarrassments for Di Salle
The struggle to arrive at a wr
able plan is still gomng on
of course, bigger than any individ-
ual or group of indvidiuals since

that there are angels on one side
of the controversy and deviis on
the other, . there are wnat
appear to be almost insuperable
ohluclu in the way of realistic

Couldnt somebody dig around in this snow and
come up with another worm with a softer predic-
tion

Panacea
(John Wesley Clay, Winston-Salem Jourr-'

'n s cling? Just sing.
n't fear, God's near.
\!cn!y goes? He knows,

price control. One is the neces-
sty e! bullding up a huge staff. ggnor 1:!( \SM her:u(
The other is the agricultural law a't rust Work, trust.

whi¢h exempts foods from control
if the farmer is not being paid A
parity price. But with these
obstacles, and they formidable,
to waitmuch longer s like waiting
for a volcano to erupt.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

T has been the policy of the brass hats that military
mistakes, no matter how giaring, are not to be rehashed

ter they are made That perhaps is

of lhr Bulu
men.

mln in the Cen
nd that is
ble an shooting dot

tigated
merican news;

tion ever was made public

Likewise suppressed
which cost us the greatest
tory and the greatest land
talay xmy wl not be publ

Tt was t0 shed lLight on some ox these errors that this

published paraphrased

‘colymnis!

MacArthurs csbled estimates "t actual’ Chinese sirengh,

These showed that while MacArthur was announcing m

than 1,000,000 Chinese in Korea or on the border, and that
‘a bottomiess well of Chinese manpower continues to flow

about 96,000 Chine

on its headlong 120-mile retreat. There

m to Korea™
Army

sctually only

th
additional Chinese facing the 10th Corps

Errors Of Command
a good reason why

muh n mmtm blunders in the Civil War still ave secret.

why our intelligence error in

hich cost the lives of thousands of young

still remains uninvestigated: with the guem then

in charge of U. S. intelligence being promoted to be No.

al Intelligence Agency

l\ll
and ng 0 T,

paratroopers in the unmnn nl Sicily never were inves-

permen, including this columnist, have
written about these tragic errors. But no official investiga-

may be the tragic
oportionate casualties in bis-
y defeat

e 1t Senator. MeCarthy 1as

I used paraphrased of-

The Acid Test
(John Bragaw, The State)

Under the glass on top of desks of my business
'Hrnr‘ is where I find many cholce bits of philosophy

that T copy down on the back
digested later or filed away.
me now, and It rea ‘i

He may wear a greasy hat and the seat of his
trousers may be -mmf but if his children have their
noses flattened against the window pane a half
hour before he is dus home for supper, you can
trust him with anything you have.

Fish Of A Feather
(lln"rﬂ Herald)

e told Ronald Kennedy the following story the
other dly, but being a lawyer, he didn't think it was
so funny. It seems a man fell overboard from &
Caribbean liner and started screaming for help as
he saw l xhnol nX man-eating ihlrkl headed his

y. A minal ll"\ r 'hﬂ also on the
unl! 7!.!106 "1 ll htlp you, dived in.

sharks lmmed]llel\' lnrmrd a two lane es-
cort and convoyed the U n back to the ship.

“That was & mxvule‘ lllﬂ Khe man who had been
saved from the sha

“Not st all*
slonal courtesy.”

Beauty Hints

(Camden Chronicle)
re I8 no substitute for experience,” says

some one. And we thoug h that l‘hln we !ud

where ‘M'fr h
best way to keep lipstick on u to eal Ml of uxuc

Away With It
(Morganton Pocketbook)

Advertisers who would like to see their products
obsolesce faster now have a powerful slly,
Emily Post, accordinig to the One Adman’s omnmn
column in Tide. In & page ad for Congress Playing
cards she says:

sPresh playing cards
think of offering old cards 10 pre
ner napkina!" (Hey, lumm:er, new mu and nap-
kins for the boys in the back . they'Te
serl

Now that Mrs. Post is -vnlllble in the interest of
genteel extravagance, the are unlimit
For example, my dumondl ;et axru T throw
them awag and buy new ones” . &« “If you
anybody your fountain pen, discard it. 'nvy might
have used it to write a dirty word" . . would
no more think of using my automobile’ . scond
year than wipe my nose on my sleeve.” ., . "A cigarette
shou xm be putted only once. Spit s & horrid thing”

is a generous column. There will be no

eh-rn for ny ot the above copy ideas

“Only A Captain
(Jim Parker, Chatham News)
Someone sent this in to us on a postcard. Per-
haps it applies to you, or to me. Anyway here it is.
“Of all the shings of vhlth I'm certain
1m the captain of my
‘There's one truth Ihll llllldl eternal
And my wife is }he lieutenant eolonel.”

to
on- of {hem ' betore

xepued the lawyer. “Just profes

cause they believe this is the only

way to attain national unity: and

hecause they are convinced that

lmmedm- restoration of nmmu
is essential to national

In many quarters in Washington
= ind especilly In President Tru-
personal circle and among
mpubxmm close to Sen. Robert

Taft — It is still customary to
pmm the elaim that & na

refuted by the record of
twelve years.

1040, President Roosevelt saw
the need for greater national unlr.y.
as the leading Dem:x-nue
see 1t t once I‘lml)‘ht
into his c-hmet Hrnry L. Stimson
and Frank Knox as Secretaries of
War and Navy. He further caused
almost the whole defense and war
effart to be staffed, not by the New

ers on whom he had fore
merly relied but by such men a8
Robert A. Lovett. James Forres-
tal and John J. McCloy. ‘ﬂ’l! r!ull
was an American
tional coalition -d.mnhmuon.

MAJORITY FOR DEFENSE

By this means aloné, Roosevelt
won majorities for his great de-

Japanese attack on this country.

To be sure, the presmce of Knok
an Forrestal and Lovett
1 the Admintatratian did not mess
that the views of Sen. Taft were
represented at lhz Rouu'ull ‘
inet table — quite

But it did mean that aimest ah oy

Anmlnuumon Xe-dzrshlp‘ and this
left Sen. Taf and impo-
tent. Tha nm x t.hz advocates of
nnevenmlmutonlnv.hen.
result .pm

rem
et TREe olirament o Dosp O
Acheson, the President Has fel$
obligated to offer the Secretaryship
of State to Chief Justice Fred Vine
son. Despite the Chief Justice's
. great record of public service, his
appointment as Secretary Ac
son's successor would not. meet the
coalition requirement — if anly be=
cause he s 4 Jpading Fuir De
Democrat. But It is unders
that the Chief Justice has now se;
word o the White House that
does mot wish to be considered,
the problem of replacing Sect
retary Acheson ever arises.
Thus thers are no auuu.neln:
ceidential commitments to
 a free reconstruction of the Ad-
n ever des
step.

p'ublltm side, s a
ing evidence that our political syse
tem retains much hidden vitality.
Itis nlmnn true today to say that

ryone has come to believe in &
national coalition to unite the coun-
try. except Sen. Taft, who would be
frustrated by it, and President Tru-
man, who would have to make it,
And if present trends continue, 1§
is a fair prediction that the pres-
sure for coalition will become ire
resistible.

Mllltary Reluctant To Talk Of Errors

WASHINGTON. question dealt
Chln

was published on Dec.
tragic retreat,

on
vhy even the. Hie much help to the enemy

tl Battle
e and whose country is
reasons for_deieat
. comman
field of battle
'S responsi-
Briush
and a Presiden

braid and brass.

The Big Risk

Korean er
n history.
can troops up

xcerpts from General

inese sent the
were
in  Northeast

that the Souu:

protect its hmehnd “ithout a large U
President Truman was hesitant, He muua the neces-

nml "cabies “Trom  MacArihur. 1 1 had not. Seoator MacArthur repli
cCarthy would have accused me of lying, manufsc-  the execution
turing the Chinese s out of whole cloth.

However, after a battle. the people whose sons are lost
injured are entitled to know the
The reasons in this
They were not the fault of the troops on the

asons for this parficular defeat began at Wa
blmd and go back in part 1o two factors—a brilliant,
strong-minded general who knew exactly what he wanted,
t mot versed in military strategy who, 88
a former National Guard artiliery captain, was dazale

T Wake Island. Geners! MacArthur proposed exactly
AL what he later executed — a Iy A

0 the Manchurian border, a
mbelize victory, then & march

border only long enough to &

home by CI as.

Truman, MacArthur even used the words
ed that

ll they did. he could take care a( them.

M-uru-ur llw argued that
L 3 he severe Korean Winter, and

the Guu of Leyte.

case were errofs In

time, incidentally,
because

ed by British Protest

E British, at about this time, registered

with Chinese military strength, and the  generals, dominated military decisions in the last war. And
obviously knew their own strength. Furthermore it  although never published, It was astute Adm. Chester Ntmitz,
30, one month ‘After the 8th Army's commander of the fleet in the Pacific. who managed to re=

and facts published after battle dont give  verss MacArthur's plan to stage the first Pmllpnme landing

not st Mindanao—where the Japs were prepared—but in

t Wake Isiand, however. MacArthur was in the flush of
victary fellowtng his Inchon 1anding—a landing which Gea,
Omar Bradiey did not think he could pul oft ‘Therefore ba
was hard to argue down,

Terance broke up the final decision was left 1o
did MacArthur ever violate orders—partly
none were given him.

nd when the Wake Island cony

him. At no

several wamningg

against going to Lhe Manchurian border; while thd

Prench ambastador.

troops _were sure to

Henri Bo
from his government.

instructions
that UN,
fanned ou§

ct, on dir
warned the State Dept.
get into trouble tf they

along 700 miles of the Chinese border.
However, the State Dept. already harassed at being
made onl

called

the North Korean §uer- back a blunt:

would be strong enough fo
border, also

the wires hot to

gestions.
Meanwhile the State Dept.
Prime

attempts o

y

hold back this daring military drive. Once it pulled General
Bndln back from & hunting trip in Connecticut to have

urge MacArthur to issue a
cmnm e that we wauld
Sower plants on the Yalu River. But MacArthur cabled
“Do pot concur.”

On another occasion. the State Dept. tried to work oug
a British plan whereby we would halt U.N. troops about 40
miles from the Chinese
ers were ever given to MacArthur on this—only

sibtacent edvising thi
not_bother their biz dams

border. Again, however, no direcy

suge
nervous

as @ cat

and

uzc-u—u:y also implied lhll 1 had given secrets to the
enemy. was absurd on the face of it. The column n




