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axiom that there are two sides to

every question applies to the proposal

10 stagger.terms of the members of the

' Ihe.hmnm County Board of Commis-

'nn current board thinks that terms
! should be staggered, so that there will
é always be one or more members with
some experience In running the County’s
business. It has asked the County Attorney
to draw up such a bill
One or two other points about the prop-
osition immediately present themselves,
and the Mecklenburg legisiative delega
will want to consider them before
ducing such a bili
First. there Is the length of term. Un-

tro-

der the present system. the five board
members, inciuding the chalrman. are
elected every two years. If the term of

office remains the same, the only way to
stagger the terms would be to hold a
County election every year. If elections are
held every two years, as they are at pres-
ent, four-year terms would be required to
get an staggered effect

Second, the longer terms and the stag-
gered arrangement would make it much
harder to “turn the rascals out” if it ever

ON'CHANGING THE VO

N CONSIDERING the extension of the

ballot to 18-year-olds, North Carolin-
fans should remember that the change
can be-made only by popular approval of
a constitutional amendment. The General
Assembly has no volce In the matter, other
than declding whether to submit the ques-
tion to the people.

Nonetheless, it is not too early to put
the issue In proper focus. So far as Twe
News has been able to find out, the argu-
ment for changing the state voting law
simmers down to this: it he's old enough
to fight, he's old enough to vote.

That argument has a persuasiveness
that is difficult to combat, especially In a
time of crisis when these young men are
‘being called upon to defend thelr coun-
try. But 1t is not quite so simple as that,
if you examine it closely.

The Franklin Press notes’the ballot s
not so much a privilege, conferred as a
reward, as 1t is.a responsibility, and car-

\ ries the argument to this conclusion: “It
the boy who merely gpends a few months

L or years in the armed. forces is entitled to
e vote . e boy who Is, wounded

lurelv Is tnllﬂed to several votes: and the

boy who is permanently disabled is en-
titled to a score or more votes."

Some one else has pointed out that this

STAGGERED COMMISSION TERMS

happens that. by aceldent or otherwise, a
group of incompetents gets in power. The
short term has its disadvantages, but it
does afford the voters m measure of pro-
tecticn against Incompetency or wayward-\
ness.

‘While the delegation Is working on the
County Commissioners' proposal. it might
consider another—the establishing of a
Commission-Manager form of government
for the County like that of the City.

As It !s today. the Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners is an  active
member - of the board He is also the
County Manager, in charge of admunis-
tering the Co business affairs. His
dual role gives him an infiuence with the
board. that appears to Tur Nrws to be
somewhat lrregular, just as if City Man-
ager Henry Yaneey were also a member of
the City Counci

Without implying any criticlsm of the
present Commlssioners, THE News belleves
that the Commission-Manager form would
be just as sound for the County Govern-
ment as it s for the City Government.
Then the County Commissioners would set
policy, and would employ a County Man-
ager as administrator.

TING AGE

line of reasoning would lead to the con-
clusion that a man who Is too old.to fight
should be denied the privilege of the ballot,

Furthermore, If the ballot privilege is to
be conferred on a youth because he is old
enough to fight, how about girls who are
not subject to military service? Do they
get the ballot, too?

And what about the great bulk of North
Carolina law that establishes the =
21 as a legal majority. Shall the laws be
rewritten to permit 18-year-olds to buy
and sell real estate? To inherit money
without a guardlanship? By this line of
reasoning. if he's old enough to fight he's
old enough to be legaily responsible In
every sense of the word

And finally, is there any great demand
among 18-year-olds for the right to the
ballot? Or, rather. Is the Impetus coming
from political leaders who may be planning
to ran for office a few years hence?

Tue News has no ideas as to where the
line ghould be drawn—at’18, at 20, or at 21,
as at present. But it does feel that voting
responsibility s no different from n!her

o of

»

leg
that a change ln the present voting -:r
limit should be bas on sound logic
Instead of the gllb and seductlve areu-
ment that “If he's old enough to fight,
he’s old enough to vote ™

PEARSON'S PENTAGON PIPELINE

AVING noted through the years Drew

Pearson's penchant for drama, or
rather melodrama, we have generally
taken with a grain of salt some of hi
“secret” and  “top-secret” revelations
‘They are done in about the same vein as
the “confidential” tips that you pick up by
the hundreds from any Washington news-
Jetter.

And having become thoroughly disgusted
with Senator Joe McGarthy, whose abuse
of Senatorial privilege and plain decency
has done irreparable damage to the stature
of the U S Senate and wreaked great
harm on the reputations of his targets,
we are inclined to view him as a sore on
politic that should be treated
medicine

From The Roleigh News & Observer

Nonetheless, the latest
Pearson-McCarthy feud ralses a question
that needs attention. The Senator read
Pearson's column of Dec 30, which pu
ported to reveal the contents of “secret”
Pentagon dispatches. and promptly nsked
Secretary of the Army Frank Pace to
explaln how Pearson obtained access
the communications.

If the columnist 1s right in billing his
stuft as military secrets, the McCarthy
query is in order. No unauthorized per-
sons should be permitted to see, much
less publish, secret military dispatches
untlL they are properly =eleased

We rather suspect that Pearson was
Just dressing up & good story If not. then
Mr Pree should get busy and patch up
the leaks in the Pentagon

lare-up in the

WHO DID IT?

SO\IE time ago, when Governor Scott
Was pressing his campalgn for more
service, one of

the replies of the utility companies was

that cver 88 o
farms already were
This Is true, ac

rt made
Electrification
report ralses the
ate utilittes
themselves
accomplish-

The utilities
hed some 15 vears ag
thelr

fough! the REA n it

despite
accord

was esiablis
the fact they had of
extended electrical serv
tent of the State’s 15"1\"" by Jan. 1, 1%
the year In which the REA Br‘uan op-
erating. Without the threat of competition
from the electric membership corporations
which soon dotted the State, would the
expansion of power service have been
nearly so great as it has been in the last
decade and a half?

Of the more than 70,000 miles of lines
to the. rural power system since
authorized for addition at the
period ended last June 30,

own

membership corporations them-

bad accounted for 38,000 miles, while
were credited with 30,000

65,000 miles of lines actually con-
claimed

s and those serving public Institutions
¢ credited with the other 52 per cent
of lines and 84 ber cent of customers

From those cold facts, it 1s appa that
the REA casrled the load in the sparsely
sattled reglons. building more than half
the line mileage to connect with less than
one-third the customers

The facts also present the poin!
even had they contin the rate th
did with no REA to s

them on, the
private companies coul have answered
Governor Scott with the claim that oniy

67 per cent of the farms were
And they could eclaim
only 587 per cent.

Maybe they owe a vote of thanks to the
REA for helping bolster their position in
the argument. But while they're about
that, let's not forget the 32844 farms
which still lacked electric power on last
June 30.

ctrified.
responsibility for

A city out In Washington has 16745
inches of rain during the year Must be
trying to compete with Los Angeles—
Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press

Judging by the looks of things* on
Christmas morning Santa Claus must have
_ been overloaded with cowboy sults and cap
pistols and dumped them all in Omega —
Omega (Ga.) News.

Tenants who did not “make it* with
cotton at 40 cents a pound should be
gouten rid of—Grenada County (Miss)
Weekly. -

X >

Communists Make Capital
.Of Taft's Foreign Policy

Nothing ever appesrs in Prave
.da by chance, and consequentl
there s a good reason why so much
space should m given to the
words of
with varying ﬂrlrm of emphusis
that America must stand alone
since no allies’ are to be trusted
Senator and the others
this should cause at least a nio-
ment of hesitation. In 1938, ‘39 and
40 the speethes and statements of
America Firsters were being prom-
mently displayed in the n.mmx
newsyapers of Nazi Germany
cuously n Hitlers  Voelkischer
Brobachter.

United sum Bu
German “Police

openly

convictions of the Naz
Jeaders. Hitier and the men around
um were convinced that Ameri-  perialist
cans were so deeply divided they
could never be unified to resist
the Nazi scheme of world aggres-
sion. Or if resistance should come,
it would be after Nazism had made
such extensive conquest in Eu

.na m Sau!h America that It would

PRAVDA'S ANALYSIS

The New York Times dupaich
from Moscow puts hasls on
& quotation from

simplifying

world, In
they

champion of world

begin with the United
And the Times correspon-

States.”
dent in a story puzsed by Russian

censorship adds that it s bound
to be of the greatest interest to
Soviet readers that the head of thé  be
Republican Party has no prima
facte evidence the Soviet Unton

President’s Family Keeps

ignored — and

sane role.

Clear Of Malicious Gossip

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

T 1S HARD TO find much to

admire in our Administration to-

day, on any side, but once in a
long while you wish to knock off &
fan letter. Mine would be directed
at Mrs. Bess Truman, a lady who!
somehow nnaged to keep
clear of mll the slings and arrows
and deadfalls of betng Mrs. Presi-

tion.

an extremely

dent. never passed even close to esca-
The nicést thing mbout her 18 pde She has been modest and aw-
that, in all the hullabaloo sur- fuy well polsed in the face of

rounding her old man’s occupancy
of the throne, you would scarcely
have known that Mrs T. was on

i

being Inn.lloﬂ'ntd mcre -nd more
Jito . _Communist army

Pu( down the -umdon of the im-
West  Zone, Yet, that
would be the first step toward the

Tutt's

Kremlin. By mnhunl and over-

the immediate intention
of Soviet imperialism, they confuse
and divide the non - Communist
the Communist world
help to buftress the Soviet
claim to be the original and onl;

peace.
ls may seem lrrrl;\'unml in yiew . .
of the ifuportance of t te g
T Hits Car Inspection
tion of the history of just 10 years
ugo has a significance that cannot
especially by
those who seem to be playing tie

Donald Duck, merely for the name-
drop value But seems to me that
Margaret has picked her spots
pretty well. She has hustled no flea
circuits and has done nothing so
far to cheapen her father's posi-

EXTREMELY NICE GIRL
The outside vote pronounces her

nice girl. who has

the usual_rumors which continua
Iy harass princesses. So far as Kick=
Ing the can-can, another Margare!

P

qE ¥

Fzsfl

People’s Platform

WAXHAW
=ditors, THE NEws:
'r APPEARS that an effort will be made in this
egislature to re-unbluh the car lane Inspection
h-. “ind to tax 0od and medicine. Also to
remove the $15 nmu on the sale of new cars.
Now, in my judgment, all this is riot only un-

been a few more accldents since !

no valid argument in favor of it there are

several other things-which may have caused U
my observation and infor-

r Fiiehte 15 d but 1 think
course, & car with bad lights is (\M’W(‘I’EIB. ut
e have enough officers to lodk after that without
the expense snd annovance of lane inspection.
R hcn the Idea of levying & sales tax on
e s an-abomination under the sun.

afficient to supply the necessary [
feine 8s it 15, To increase the high cost of living by
levying a sales tax on food and medicine would, I
think, be an unjust act and a disgrace to our great

L —REV. T. J. HUGGINS.

board. She has promoted nothing. King George's young'un, has Al-
to the best of mv knowledge. SN roagy passed her In the stretch,
has joined nothing She not. Tryman Is a henllhy

t
preved upon the Presidency sne _ Margare!

has behaved publicly with the ad-

s nts,
misable restraint of Queen Eliga. (18 paren

beth of England. of Mamie Eisen-
i ke any a weary hour. She has

Do ‘"p ke Mar ol I averted colorful matrimony, so far.

Lociesicd g and her papa will not be President

Somehow, Mrs, Truman has re-
mained generally unscathed by the
f the Washington witches

T ini-

dy’s critieal

ady —
a tough knock ngamst her, since
in  her simuik and modesty
there 1s nnthing to knork  This is
A minor miracle for Washington,
tn which the canard §s New
t of season
the Truman household, therg  ber.

v omen only. andh st

tition to the B0 deliv
devotion to places
1

his duties at hand.

York at

demure

his tate mo
ax meuttor ~d

radio would
Tru 1f she sa

government
no better than

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

PR

WASHINGTON

t hkely to move
S have been
s

IDENT

as Secretary of

te difficulty about the current bickering
¥ I8 the reaction abroad. All oyer Europe
indecision and dismay. The recent foreign-
came
top of the President’s music-critic letter.
creased lack of confidence among our allies.

but the music-critic letter
Africa to Norw the

Most
foreign

has been

Most people don't realize it
was published all the w
man in the street it may have been: Irorous "Rt o the
Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers of Europe. it aroused
fear that the head of the United Staten Goveraiment, might
lose nis temper, not merels over a music critic but over &
potential enemy, and 1ge the world into war.

Por these and other reasons. some of the top Democrats
in Washington ardently hope for more unity, even If 3t
means surrounding the President with a few Republicans.

They recall how President foosevelt tncreased unity be-

fore Pea:] Harocr by two leading Republicans—
1 Stimson rnd Knox—intc ‘his Cabinet as
of the Navy. And whilé

em‘uu:um bout Governor
he is recognized as a man of
¥ as far as his countxy is con-

there s Dot oo mmh
Dewey in Democ:
real ability and aee',w sincer
cerned.

Purthermore, it is believed that Secretary of State
Acheson would be glad to bow out.in favor of Dewey in
the interest of national unlty, Acheson and Dewey have
been conferring privately lurthelntuxmcn , and sev.
eral times Dewey has come to s support. * Finally,
Acheson had privately hoped to leave the State Dept., though
Be does not want-to do 5o under .

young woman of decent, middle-
who went to school

and studled the do-re-me-fa-so-las
1

farever It scarcely harms the func-
tion of the White House if she takes
on a television program or some
such nnd confines her activitles 1o
sharps and flats — you should ex-
cuse the expression, Harry, I'm no
mosic critic — so long as her dad-
appreciation of

duckling does not distract him from

T have observed Miss Margaret in
some of the flossier bean joints of
close range.
she has always appeared stone so-
and a credit to her
To my knowledge she does
impromptu arias in odd
rtainly no cur of scandal
d at her heels

militating to take over the WAC

secret propaganda agency in the Na
malice against the Air Force.

shipping wi
into Washintgon,
the wave.

sport and. wor
whom he picked to be Chief of Naval Operations—Adm
Porrest Sherman.

built after all

choice to be Chief of e

with the Army and Alr Force that if General Bradiey should
be promoted to become White House chief of staff, Sherman
would probably succeed him as chairman of the Joint Chiets
of Staff. B

Morse Says No

DURING every recen

servative anti-labor GOP No matter much
with M he thetr
lw% at election time—even a spoech. his

We're Losing Everywhere

Editors, Tue News.
"HE recent trip of President Truman to Waké Is-
Iand, costing the taxpeyers thousands of dollars;

the United Natlons' recent decision to permit Ne
Korea 1o hold an election to determine if Korea
e con-

CHARLOTTE

stant_appeasement of Red
partment; the evident purpose
tions to displace Socialist Lie in favor of one more
acceptablp to Red Rusia; the evident purpose to
completely desert and betray Chiang

the behest of the man who sat

his

new Russia-promoted war vl
eve that the Korean war was finiahed:  thess and
other 1l smelling mumom sum up the future in
and  the Far

It is & yuum of pemd,L
Fumigate it and pour political
and it is still rotten and the
bill

betrayal and treason.
rfume as you may
ited States pays the

During the past ten years, according to the
nal Librury, the total value of the heip
e U s tn the world was $104

which s to the cost of 10400,

gives
billion,
homes costing $10000 each.

Eleven biilions of this stupendous amount went

equal

Not only waging it but winning it!
lost to the Kremlin and Germany is slipping away
from us. The Korean war has cost additional bii-
lions. 1t should be clear that our billions will not
buy peace

running out and running out fast. We

Time is
stand the chance to lose Europe, the Middle® East

ear ago that the most hatassad and
hington was Secretary of the Navy

shooting_out
And Matthews was branded
ter executive from Omaha whose knowledge of
confined to mud scows on the Missouri River.

However, the political pendulum has a habit of swinging
. and today Matthews is riding the crest of

Secret of his comeback was keeping quiet. being a good

working closely with the efficient new executive

Today the Navy hu scored some real triumphs In the
the evacuation of Hungnam where

NOTE—Admiral Sherman, who was Matthews'
Naval Operations, has been 0

personal
tair

GoodMonmg;Sir MkaeHwﬁOfTbeHom—

Saiian, Tae News:

When the new policy committee was announced
closed-docr caucus, North Dakota's Sen. Bill Langer snorted:
rotest this kind of & committee with mo progressives

“When
Sust tell him that that's the way I feel myself since I became
majority leader,”
“By the was. which one of your bojs get tackled the most
and the hardest?” N °

Aﬂmnwouldbe

and Africa, if we lose Germany. The outlook today is
rse than when Hitler was riding the crest of his
e only way out for the

be one of the worst catastrophes of history. God
is calling on all true Christians to stand true to Him.
—WARREN W. WOODS.

A Policy For America -
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.

£ SHOULD give the Japanese home-rule as in-
Wiiicement for their full assistance in holding
the Korean line at the 38th Parallel as well as forti-
fying and manning their own Island defenses ag:
Russia who keenly desires Japan.

We should slap l.n lhﬂuu !mb!l’to on lll Iln-

ris and exports to and
:ree it by -p:ullmv. Hoendlnl of -\I her sea pem
by our ships and planes based in Japan and other
islands off China Oﬂl “This l.hmdd be done
before other memben of the wealth
recognize Red China.

shek
China in helping the
yoke of the Russian Communists. This would cause
s constant drain on Russian war materials to supply
Red Chinese and thereby weakening the
Russian efforts in- Europe. drain the Russians
of their war ate erials and strain their output of
rials m the breaking point seems to
be far mul’e u'ned and more llkely lhln our
ability to make a dlnt in their abundance -
power that is available.
‘We should make gt of our two-ocean
boundaries on our Western Hemisphere to protect

srsenal in production capacity and our peoples
in their homes while our forces keep th
the Trant and back yards of Russia. Once

the strategic raw mine; et from
other mum-u that we desperately Teed fcr our
armed

We luv! let the Marshall-Plan nations have

materials to strengthen
should we fot stay with them
now "% time ‘for them to repay by making
their cullzcun stand ag: cnmmnnhm with us.

t us surge onward in resolute Jacksonian deter-
mination and cease foolishly faltering at crosse

ads of indecision.
—JOHN W, GONCE.

Convess Our Own Sins

Editors, Tur News:
Wmn: e aze talking about other countries and

sins and mistakes, as a people and
a2 & ecionets ot forget our own.

We could and should make a start by conf
our own sins and mistakes, and hope and pray others
will do the same.

In this way we might help our weaker, wicked
brolhm

e truth is marching on
258, CLAY MORGAN.

NORTH BELMONT

GOP Cabinet Figures Might Aid Unity

Naval Comeback

T WAS just about a
criticized

favor of the Chicago Tribune's candidate, Curley Brooks.

Now, however, Morse says "
liean leaders to put Morse on the important GOP policy
committee of the Senate was too muc

no more.” Fallure of Repub-

Prancis Matthe “Thev need not think they can-get me to campaizn el
» . + idates” he tol

At that time, the admirals were up in arms over uni. MouRd the country for reactlomary can
fication and one rdmiral had to be relieved Captain Crom. fiends. """“ aticipkng ma fo the: Nepuhlloan eotess
melin was campaigning for a super airplane carrier. A e by n ting me mi the poloy comemiites: Dws wupo

ported my L'A!l ruﬂlunlry Republican and they can lump
s

1 think Morse should be on it. You expect

patgn for you, but when It comes to recognition here,
You pass him by.

Football And Politics

OK..AHOMA UNIVERSITY'S Bud Wilkinson,
selected as football “Coach of the Year," proved himself
s good & glpper a8 a coach at a usumnnul luncheon by

recently

Bores. Ol kinson even held his
not a single life wu lost. And the much-debated super ngresamen. en hel own with
airplane carrier which the Navy so much wanted is o be :;f_mf;"“f ] malority leader, Ernest McFarland, the

e of your football players gets tackled hard,
Senator McFarland told the visiting coach.

. a former Oklahoman, suggested that
be slad to get some of Oklihoma's s surplus
0otball plavers “if you fellows ever get to the point whers

hﬂ'!ﬂlwmmnyuufm dis-
Frety good here here in Washington.~

)‘mhnvemmmm
“Well, seeing as

trict and seem to be

""’“‘"g‘;{""‘"‘ ‘om

would say Oklahoma

of Tilincls, 0 tribution to Arisona.”

slready has mede enough gons

ﬁ

Steed of Shawnee, Okla, “I



