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THE LATTA PARK CONTROVERSY

ET'S see if we can make heads or talls

« of the bitter controversy over the Lat-
ta Park recreation center.

Mayor Shaw's interest in the matter is,
‘we believe, limited to keeping (or restoring)
peace in Charlotte’s big happy family. Mr.,
Shaw has another year to serve in which
he hopes to present a big bond issue to
the people. He might even want ta run for
office again. He probably- figures his
chances of success in both ventures will be
better if everyone in the town is in a good

by national experts for a previous Park &
Recraation Commission and endorsedi over-
whelmingly by the voters at a bond elec-
tion last June. That plan called for a rec-
reation center in Latta Park. The center
‘was freely publicized before the bond elec~
tion. Dr. Halberstadt thinks the Commis-
wion should stand by its promises to the
mmm;nmmmmwnn-m
Bchool or anywhere else.

‘The interest of a nmlvely small mp
of home owners who live adjacent to Latta
Park is not quite so unselfish. They are
sincerely convinced that the center will be
& nuisance instead of an asset (though the
experience at the Hawthorne Lane center
has been otherwise.) They think it will
hurt the value of the property. They would
prefer that a recreation center not be
bullt at Latta Park at all. If it is to be
bullt, they would like to see it removed as
far as possible from their residences.

Perhaps the foregoing statement of
those interests is incomplete or over-sim-
plified. Stll, it sums up the interests—and

may be set in this matter. After long years
of a woefully inadequate city recreation
program, the voters approved a million dol-
lar bond issue and a higher tax rate last
year. In twelve months, remarkable prog-
ress has been made. In another twelve
months, most if not all of the work will
have been completed.

Now if each and every project of this
broad program can be stopped cold by the
protest of a handful of citicens, the whole

will be endangered. Furthermore,
if this Council—and it is a Council that
has been overly sensitive to objections from
as few as one or two citizens—forces the
changing or abandoning of the Latta
Park center, it may expect plenty of trouble
when it starts bullding underpasses or au-
ditorfums or widening streets or making
any other major public improvements. Had
the present tendency been the rule in the
past, Charlotte would not have the East
Trade, St. underpass, a wider Graham
Street, the municipal nlrpnrt the stadium,
other
civic assets, all of whlch were protested
violently at the time by a few people in-
timately involved.

There is still a further danger. and it
was reflected in Mr. Shaw's somewhat In-
temperate speech before a group of Latta
Park residents the other night. That danger
is the possibllity that the Council will try
to get the Legislature to abolish the semi-
autonomous Park & Recreation Commis-
slon entirely, or at least make it completely
subservient to the Council’s will, as reprisal
for what Mr. Shaw believes to be stub-
bornness on the part of Dr. Halberstadt
and his fellow Commissioners. The Park &

the motives—of the parties
with as much accuracy as is possible in so
brief a space.

Now let's see If we can define the inter-
est of the general public in the contro-
versy. It is not an easy task.

The people of Charlotte who do not live
around Latta Park are not, we belleve,
wvery excited about the placing of the rec-
reation center. They don't care whether it
1s put in the park proper (where the Park
& Recreation Commision wants to put ity
or adjacent to Dilworth School (where
Mayor Shaw wants to put 1t). As a matter
of fact, some of them—specifically a group
of Midwood citizens the Mid-

set-up has its good
points and its bad , and the people
of Charlotte will certainly entertaln any

that Mr. Shaw and his Council-
men might offer for improving the situ-
atlon.

But this newspaper will o] —and
we believe most of the people of Charlotte
will oppose — any effort by the present
Administration to bring Dr. Halberstadt
to heel in this controversy by abolishing
the Commission.

Enough mistakes have already been
made. Dr. Halberstadt probably made some
early In the controversy. Mayor Shaw has

‘wood Men's Club—would be most happy if
the funds for the Latta Park center were
used in their neighborhoods.

But the people are or should

made some. It is not too late
for those mistikes t6 be rectiffed and an
amicable solution worked out. That soli-
tion, as we see it. does not include total

be concerned, over the precedent which

THE LAZY SOUTH?

T is a Southerner? Is he a Ken-
tucky colonel type lolling on the front
porch, julep in hand? 1Is he a Jeeter
Lester, lolling in the clay under & skinny
pine tree, turnip in hand? Whatever he is,
folks up North have long ago decided that
he's lazy. This week they had some new
evidcnee.

On Monday Rep. Russell 'V. Mack of
‘Washington inserted into the Congression-
al Racord a list of the states, showing the
percentage of the eligible population that
wvoted in the general elections of 1048.

It was startling to learn that only 52
per cent of the eligible voters actually
went to the polls. And it was disappoint-
ing to find that, traditionally. eleven Sou-
thern states brought up the tail-end of the

'l:hh is the end of the list:

of the Latta Park recreation

center.

% The Haunted House

8
SATISFIED UNTIL
~~ WE GO /N THERE

AND SEER !

News From The Capital

Graham, Hoey, Differ On Power

TOM SCHLESINGER
News Spectal Wi
WMIH.NO TON

Tar Heel Senators agree on many

but Dels arvs of TAHARCS &7e o6 FARCATINGEL
One of their chief subjects of contention i public
power.

Senator Hoey's philosophy is that the Gove
erument should mot do what private enterprise is
;ready. willing and able to do in peov service
for the public

Senator Graham, however, considers tne power
business public business. He would probably agree
ith most leaders in the fight s pivaie utille

ties and thel

roachment on

In the recent primary, power mm'a openw
upported Wlﬂh Smith who reiterated Senator Hbﬂ s
stand, especially in the Halifax and Northamj
areas where the Virginia Electric .na Power Co. 1
planning to bulld & $27 million dam at Roanoke
Rapids.

Puhhc Dower leaders argue that electricity hu

of life. It must be handled

monopoly, abd. any mo\ of a necessity of m.
u-muu-m«-mum water pu-eru(
nation already belongs Pederal Govern-
ment, they add.

Just what is the situation at Roapoke Rapids?

The PFederal Power ission’s chief exam-
iner has ruled in favor of VEPCO's plan for & hydro-
eiectric projett there. If the finding is upheld by
FPC administrators, §t will take away one Of eieven
dam sites selected by the Federal Government as

of & ve 1o harness the Roanoke

Washington reaction to this decision

down in April was mixed. Senator Hcﬂ‘ said he dlﬂ
not belleve the chie! examiner's ‘would
overruled.

“There is no reason.” he said. “for denying thy

~

Compare North Carolina’s 38.6 per cent
with Alabama’s 137, and the Tar Heel
state looks downright progressive — but
compare it with Utah's 746 or West Vir
ginla’s 678 or New York's 625. Then we
don't look so good

There are probably a lot of reasons why
people don't vote: sickness or the inac-
cessability of the polls, trouble finding &
baby sitter or no time. But these reasons
aren’t peculiar to the South.

It’s true that a large element of our
population has been successfully discour-
aged from voting—the Negroes. But in
most states now they have littie trouble
casting their ballot. Furthermore. the one-
party system destroys voting Initiative.

Yet when one considers the South's tradi-
tional fervent interest in politics, it is in-
deed peculiar that so few of us do any-
thing about it. Could it be that we are
lazy as they say?

THE LOT OF THE POSTMAN

THK convention here this week of the
North Carolina State Association of
Letter Carriers set us meditating upon the
lot of the pastman. It it we decided. not &
happy one.

"Nenha' Snow, mor rain, nor gloom of
night." wrote Herodotus, “stays these cour-
fers from the swift completion of their ap-

happens: a little old thing like an order
from Washington stayed them from swift
compietion of at least half of their ap-
pointed rounds.

But aside from the unpredictable behave
jor of the Postmaster General and Con-
gressional committees, the letter carrier has
to put up with hounds whose barks are
frequently not as bad as their bites. irate
youngsters who blame them because that
cereal company hasn't sent them their
model airplane kit and householders who
give them dirty looks on the first of the
month because they deliver bills.

Sometimes we think we owe a debt of
gratitude to the postman. Sure, they get
paid for it; mumtwmmr

af this privite company to butld this dam.
The Government. will g0 forward with bullding ts dam
ut Buggs lsland and with the develop-
mm.muwwumuu(mmmumnu
any wise interfere with that development
In reply to this, public power interests sald
that the suthorization to build the dam, and is
snnounced intention to ask permission lo bulid a
nd dam at Gaston. would take two of the
1ivers most favorable sites, relationship
between costs and potential power output. It
be hard i persusde Congréssmen that the Gove
enment project could be self-sustaining
two most profitable sites, they said.
Graham, in the midst of his first campaign,
was advised by his lieutenants to move cautiously
until he had studied the situation thoroughly. He
did say, however, VIt seems vital to me that the
project be started with a minimum of delay . . .
In order to have full facts, we Awall the answers
of the REA and the Interior g
Meanwhile, the situation is be!
more than several Senators and a num!

watched by
of citzens

in North Carolina and Virginia. Outsiders are await-

hald ten of the elghteen majer Hoase commuttes
top spots. North Carolina leads the paride with
lhr!! Cooley in Agriculture and Doughton of the

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Senate’s cwm-l Ch-pmn the Rev.

Ways & Means in addition to Barden . . .. Cone
gressmen are in line for nice soft seats U hey get
out of town by July 31 so workmen can continue
the business of refurbishing the Capitol. Senators
will keep their historic chairs and desks, but Rep-
resentatives will get springs gnd an inch of fosm

rubber. So will the spectators in thé galleries. Ex-

perts say the seats will not be %0 soft as to induce
sleeping . . . But Congressional leaders nu-emy
scem resigned to an overtime session las

until mid-August and possibly
Jam is confined almost
Where the pile of unfinished
10 make a normal session of Congress step lively
Tue House, however, is petty much on schedule
and could adjourn by July 31 . .. A North Carotna
iawmaker who wished lo phone person-lo-person
a friend in  Charlotte the other day made an
unusual  discovery. from ~his office,
nted
page two
k which Lsts the
mm‘:n-m;uuzlm. and person-to-person,
0 its prinel
failed to find Sharlotte listed ‘;..-\n::. again, ﬂ:

falled to find other such sizahle cente:
Milwaukge, Rochester. 1 200" Fortand. Ore:
But he found one place listed hé somehow hadn't

expected—and in case jou ever want to cail a
certain person there from Washington. there is a
3175 station-to-station and $245 person-to-person
rate. The place is Independence, Mo,

R 30 years Senator Hoey has made it a practice
10 try, whether or not he fs & candidate. i
make s seech each election year in each G
100 Tar Heel counties . . . In discussing the big names
P senlu mvesu(nml group looking
into the five-percenter matters
“it is most unfortunate, but they just hap=
per beln the street when we turned down it."
He ronceded the big names probably didn't ke
it. and sympathized. but added that he recalled also
a sorry complaint of his-first law client 50 years
g0 who ended up in Jail on a mansiaughter charge.
“About three months Iater, the Senator Fecalied.
“the prisoner’s brother came to
Counsellor, John wanis to get out i of Jatl;
it's no place for a gent
\int olien remembered, but the Senator was

He said,
he says

"Hard Work, Wisdom Needed
For Defense Of West Europe

By JOSEPH ALSOP

ther bl for At least 38000
000,000, if not for

ore

these two main
mu- ln. hud'lre there will also
be substantial bills for anti-sub-
marine amllp!nen for bullding
bases and tions of ali kinds,
including additional forward bases

taining additional manpowe:
Until the Lopdon meeting at Por-
eign Ministers, it had been planned

lo epread ail these bils and all
this'etfort, over ten vears. The pal-
tticians, deluding themselves  as

well as their peoples, tried very
hard tq believe that this was safe.
AU London however, the bleak fact
was finally faced, that the ' time
of danger will begin in 1953-'54.
minmum of four
years to build a solid Western de-
lense, even with the greaiest ef-
e ¥0 precious years have

hun wasted in the fakery of

New Cliche Artists Know A
Lot More Than Noah Webster

By ROBERT C. RUARK

] GOT NEWS FOR jou. sweetic.
A certain argot is current in the
cates among the New York-Miami-
Hollywood set. and it couldn’t
be more divine. spoken
mnnn-na consisting of a set
1l rases and a limited num-
be. of cliches. already has crosed
the big waters. to such extent that
1 was recently greeted in. Australia
as “sweetie” and ‘‘baby” veo-
ple who used to call you “cobber”
and “mate.’

This sweetie, darlinz. dear, baby
and honey routine — anything
fsn’t a routine today is an ope:
tion — has nothing (o do with e
dearment. Por awhile, in the huck-
ster set. it was even. fashionable

ity to call each
generally along sarcastic
Women who hate each other, stran-
gers speaking to telephone opera-
tors. and all Broadway-Hollywood
characters address everybody from
tnie Baruch in the
above saccharines, possibly, be-
cause they cannot remémber
names.
FEW ADJECTIVES

Very few adjectives are in wo

4 member of the House of betore
‘l a State Semator belore he was 5. an asistant
sted States attorney under Woodrow Wilson and
l membe of the House of Representatives before
coming to the Senate in 1944.

Quote, Unquote

We would cure mueh of the trouble of making
lef: - hand turns against through traffic if we'd adopt
the British plan of driving on_the wrong side of
the road Lo begin with—Dallas Morning News.

Observing that you can take the man out of
the country but you can't get the country out of the
t in the Winston County Journal re-

Cincinnati lL‘l week and checked Into Americans
most modern pushbutton hotel, “they sat up all nignt
the first night there because they didn't know where
the bed was. —Eupora (Miss.) Progress.

can whisky distiliers get a mm- i quota
of the lialian and European peop

When the Agricuiture Department refused
eral Vaughan got nasty and claimed it was
to lll mm liquor

today. Anything that is not dreamy
s or civine. It is a
dreamy dress or sensational
speech or it couldn't have been
dreamier or it couldn't have been
more divine or less divine, and this
ies as easily to the weather

0 a fistfight in a gnmul.

. amazement and dis-
today are expressed

The person merely throws up
h\ hands and says n;
pulled
other

Am
br.\!!
“Oh, no." 1
a hnuse count on a gal the

and she said “Oh,
nguished tones 18 times in

This s complete e in &
il anriek :rn “That's all, sweet-
fe” Or darling or dear or baby.

People <:m 'er sentences todsy

¢ got news for you,” or & cute

Medals For Brass Hats’ Brass Bosoms

at the expense

to yirld, Gen-  pagn
hll prerogative

Meanuhile, lethargic Sen. Guy Gillette of Jowa has been
appointed Chatrman of a Commitiee to investigate cam=
expenditures Gillette clamored for Senate investiga-
tors in fowa when he was the object of the Roosevelt purge
=n 1938 but now he isn't the eager-beaver he used o be.

ment In 1954-°85.
To work Io l time ldl.ﬁu.lt
shorter than years be
t\ell-dﬂ!lllnl ’l\z Accept & IC.H
N’un:luL -

lﬁl time schedule,
nual costs will Also be atfected by
the economies stand-

causing really dangerous disloca
tions.

This is only the first part nl i
mponnmm however.  We

to exercise P the

atd:d m:-nhip. because we

have feared further calls upon our

resources.

commander. Hence, even the long-
Iabored-over Western defense plans
anomalies.

The
couecuu defense, making
training men must be pushed
!umm 'ﬂh lll speed. To do all
positive American
kldcnhlp u mlnuly essential,

lttle gambit such as “Whatever
became of So-and-Bo?" 1¢ the topicy
say. is the State Department, some-
Dody chirps: ~Whatever becamooet”

Sumner Wells?" and Touse
Jalls dead.

You notice I said “falls dead.”

is means everyl
1t is not to be confused with
more elderly use of death, which
was a state people msked you to
drop into W couple of years back.
A command to dead or gt
lost now stamps you as unhz
or. as the latter saying goes, "ot
with it.” To be unwitn it s to be
a lttle comy, baby. Or sweetie,
Or darling or dear.

Loaded 1s o another _all-pirposs

word. is loaded. A rich
psigf g wur 1u) of in-
formation is loaded binz,
ifh some admiration, the actions

tuslly no talent, means that & per-
son couldn't be less divine.
DEAD SPEECH
1 fall dead, but dead, for this
thand in h, E

sensational, talking
0 people so intimate 1 do ot call
vh:m sweetie, 1 think it couldn’t be
more sensash. I have not sad
“naich” for three whole years. nor
“wha' hoppen?” and 1 simply adore
the idea of using “contact” as %
verb, It couldn't be dreamier, ex-

that ym.\ll be undrmood md I
think “"Hollyw:

St fhs pregnancy coumm be
dreamier. But I got news for
Ym runing out of smace so T tell
you what I'm gonna do. I'm gonna
& off and brood over the English
language.

Whatever became of Noah Web-
ster? He couldn't have been more
divine, sweetie. even if he is Ob-

rkleve
“T'm in the same boat.” said the Chaplain "My wife'’s out

©f town, t00."
“Well. let's do something & mr'mmv
with & wink. “Theyll never know the ference. How about

little pinochle or & night huhupuun arumnmm

lmss Bosoms

th;n G

quotas.
ughan also pulled various other deals which tne
He

Hm-\-v the country generally is getting fed up with

favored race

rack const:
homes. He yuxea wires
Maragon was charged

badly in rd to other m
spanking from a Senate Inv
Theretore. cn _the anniversary of the founding of the

Ttallan republic, General Vaughan
telebrated the anniversary of the [hAD, TP emard for promoting fendly relations
mumxmmm-—xnm s i Uil auhe ool by e
medals on aroung the White House. amoog ~ number of Congressmen are con-
O walince. Ciahazn, (e Friaits Jocssast pRwciiss S et D e N
. & to
m—uh-:-m—u--rw; mmulmmutmmmu‘t::‘m
e, heve M ‘whit tse ews @d to ’ -
wever.
tmprove etween e Umted sutes Big Campaign Dough
was only & frw years ago that

1o seat Vare of Pennsylvania
berry of Michigan because they spent large amoun!
money In thelr primary or
th of

the dous amounts of money spent on elections, Peo-
pie are getting the impression that the man with the dough
can buy his way into Congress—not a healthy impression
to preval in a democracy

Merry-Go-Round
OLT n OI":M‘ where distances are long and the popula-
the live-wire community of )lﬂﬂmd re-

campain to buy s
The pucts. co-puiots,
pay. and leave their jobs to fiy the il from
iated areas Into larger ciles Real servants of

not seated for spencing uwm

3t would prevent Lucas from w0 e

returning

e $700500
the Republican Statp Committee
jational Committee. so that the lilinos

will be on top of tne

should really be roliing in dough.

is betng mue 10 Lo Johnson of the National Hous-
ing Conference for his untiring, campaign for legislation
o lck the Dousina sheriasa




