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IMMEDIATE SCHOOL NEEDS

IITHI City and County school boards,
knowing full well the size of the blllld-

But both of these will take time. The
test suit may drag on for months. The re-
won't be for at least

ing job in the years shead, are
ably reluctant to adopt half-measures.
They would, of course, prefer to determine
the minimum essential needs of the two
systems for the next four or five years and
put the whole project before the voters,
even though the amount might be large.

They can not do so, for the County Gov-
ernment simply doesn't have the leeway,
under the County Finance Act of 1927. to
issue bonds in the amount needed.
Fneelhardt survey sald the City of Char-
lotte needs to spend $14 million by 1955,
and $3 million or $10 million more in the
next five years. The total for both City
and County would be much greater.

There are-two ways In which the Coun-
ty's borrowine capacity may be increased:

1. It the friendly test suit brought by
the City Government to force Mecklen-
burg County to assume outstanding City
school bonds is won. the County’s borrow-
ing limit for schools will automatically be
boosted from 5 per cent to 8 per cent of
1ts assessed valuation.

2. The countywide property valuation
now under way will add miilions of un-
listed property on the books, thus Increas-
ing the total valuation snd boosting the

borrowing capacity.

POLITICAL HOSPITALS

vau!wchndnn'tll'mune-uh
the views of Congressman Hamilton
C. Jones, we must confess that the gentle-
man doesn't mind putting himself on rec-
ord. The latest lssue of the impartial
Congressional Quarterly shows that Mr.
Jones voted one way or the other on every
one of the 54 House roll call votes between
Jan. $ and March 31 of this year, for an
*on record” percentage of 100.

Furthermore, he piled up an “on record”
percentage of 88 in the long 1949 session,
third highest in the North Carolina dele-
gation.

Congressman Jones was not In Washing-
ton on Monday when the House Yoted to
force the Veterans Administration to build
2¢ new hospitals (Including one in Char-
Iotte) and: to enlarge fourteen more—all
at an estimated cost of $279.000.000. But
Muthlmulfonreeofdlnu:lnm
with Tue Nrws.

"lnu'tmmympenonﬂ tnvesti-
gations that the Charlotte hospital is one

LOCAL INITIATIVE

most favorable conditions. the

food business, wholesale and retall, is

» highly competitive, often vexatious way

to make a living. Profit margins are nar-

row. Perishables are a problem. Fluctu-

ating prices can quickly cause heavy in-
ventory losses.

It 15 not a business to be undertaken
lightly, but rather requires an unusual

o
alertness, and plenty of plain hard work.

All of these attributes are In evidence in
the steady growth and continued pros-
perily of the Dixie Wholesale & Retall
Meat Co. which opens a mammoth new
supermarket here today.

“In an era when the large. capably man-)
aged chain food stores dominate the field,
here are local and independent merchants
matching them at their own game in the

From The Atlanta Constitution

& year and a half. Meanwhile, the school
needs are pressing. City Superintendent
Garinger says that preliminary study of
next year’s enrollment Indicates that from
one to three more classrooms will be
needed in every existing elementary school.
Already all the space is taken, and there
are double sessions in some schools.

The single package school bond election
would be easier to sell to the voters. It
could encompass every immediate need,
could ghow what was to be done In each
_neighborhood of the city. No one would
become disgruntled because his school was
not included.

Even 50, it appears to Tre Nrws that the
two school boards can not afford to wait
longer to get started with the school bulld-
Ing lob. Bome $4 million of $3 million bor-
rowing capacity exists now, and that will
care for some of the most pressing needs.
Later, Ien the test suit is ruled upon or
when the revaluation is completed, there
will be more leeway and the balance of
the program can be put before the voters.

‘We have every confidence that the peo-
ple of Charlotte will approve an early
start on the program, and we belleve they
will understand the problem if the school
authorities explain it to them.

“of the three most urgently needed units in
entire

this program,” he sald in approving
of the House action.
We make just two observations on Mr.

Jones' attitude.
1. If only the “three most urgently
needed units” had been authorized, it

would be a somewhat different matter. To
gt those three, the House would build 21
others and enlarge fourteen more.

2. With all due respect for Mr. Jones'
ovinlon, the Veterans Administration and
the Chief Executive of the natlon. both
highly sensitive to the opinion of veterans,
are on record as belleving the hosoitals
are not needed, and that they could not
be filled with patients or adequately
statfed If they were bullt.

This proeram smacks stronglv of nork-
barrel politics. Texoayers of the Tenth
N. C. Congressional District, veterans and
‘non-veterans, will not look kindly on the
House mction unless the need is substan-
tiated elmhzre than In the mind of Mr,
Jones.

gruelling competition for the customer’s
favor.

In an age when fear and uncertainty
about our troubled domestic and forelgn
affairs are diverting the attention of so
many of us, and weakening our purpose,
here are businessmen who have full con-
fidence in the essential stability of the

American economic svstem con-
tinued ex of their own
cal area.

In a time when one full newspaver page
is considered a sizable food advertisement.
here s & Jocal comoany telling the stdry of
itv formal ovenine in a record-breakine
32-page merchandising rection, teling it
in the way best calculated to reach the
consumer.

‘We are sure that the whole community
will join in wishine continued success to &
local entarprise which has seh ereat
vision ‘agd courage.

THE MORAL OF BEN MASSELL

EN MASSELL'S fellow-bullders and

realtors gave him a testimonial dinner
Tuesday night. Tt was merited for many
reasons, one of them beine that Ben has
kept at least some of the bovs in & pros-
perous condition by his $30,000,000 worth
of building.

‘The story was American—and one the
smug, the Kluxers and the Communists
ought to read Ben Massell was brourht to
this country from Lithuania in 1888, He
was_educated here. His first job pald him
$150 a week. Today he has built 1.000
business structures, 10 avartment build-
Ings, and currently has $6,000000 of con-
struetion under way.

‘The Communists say there is no opnor-
tunity and that the poor are exvloited in
Amerjca. And some sre, and have been.
But opportunity remains. As long as this

country provides opportunity for those has

who will work and who have ability and
brains we will remain strong. r

The Kluxer mentality tries to carve down
the mn.nlnrolhmerlu tn their own nar-
row fsm”, which is really un-
Americanism. You could nut every KKK
member into a pot. boil them down and
from the tallow and left, you couldn't
mold one man who would be ax good an
American as forelen-born Ben Massell or
one who has contributed a fraction as
much to his eountry.

‘There 1s another point. too, that comes
to us.
Ben Massell is the only builder we know
who could, if he choose. protest about
Federal “Interference” in the construction
field. He has done all his buliding through

private enterprise. We take a dim view of
those bullders who take advantage of
every possible Federal loan, guarantee, in-
surance provision, and other subsidles, di-
rect or indirect, and who then squawk
about public housing and’ slum clearance
in the fields which private enterprise has
not entered and apparently is not inter-
ested In taking on.

If fellows like Maasell want to sav some-
thing we will listen. But somehow the fel-
Jow who has loaded his own wagon with
Federal benefits seems to be talking
throueh his hat when he protests Federal
participation. 12 A

How It stands on the world money mar-
ket we don't know but word from the near-

peanuts —Jackson (Mfss) Daily News.

Our favorite spy remains the blonde Mar-
lene Dietrich In the old film “Dishonored™
—the one In which Marlene leaned against

a door-frame and & cat leaned against
Marlene’s lovely legs—Jackson (Miss)
Daily News.

One thing no man needs to " about
after income tax—and that's money

u\n-mu-teuthewd’onolmu
these nationally known, columnists when
he's wrong.—Elizabethtown (Ky) News.

"You See? U. S. Senators Themselves 'Say This’*

HERELO <K
> T o s ot ae.

Collected By Bill Sharpe

Ag'in It
(Frankiin

(Frankiin Press)
At its recent conven! the North Carolina
Education Association :‘lltd for yet higher salaries

for teachers.
Were g 41 And here's why:
the convention adjourned, the teachers
St o ithout knowing who thelr officers wers
—teachers the job hadn't been sble o
count all the ballots.
Then it was announced that one of the two
candidates for presdent had been elected by &
marsin of !oumm ballots. Later, an announcement
wrong; the other candidate had
b! mmn of elghteen.
T Now it develops hat one of the ‘roubles is
the counters couldn't read some of the ballots,
Yes, sire were agta Talsing teschars salaries.
‘em Jearn to_ write and count first!

Showod Tlmf T'nllorn
fl-l'M'l are ot
the need to keep their cows and barns in tiptop san-
says Ken , farm agent, but 1*
was n:’ﬂ'ln easy to get their tion in years
gone
Harmon id s couple of extension service
representatives were a fa survey once and

‘making rm
steppad Into a ‘man’s bamn at milking time. Thehrﬂ
hadn't been cleaned for & month. The man eyed the

agents susp} :
“You fellers ain't State Inspectors, are you?"
They assured him of their B
*Well. It's a good thing, or I'd have thrown yon
out. One of hrmblrd!'lllnhem)uﬂlnt'ul.
He sald T mhz to have concrete
“That shows how little them hnhom experts

from college know. I grabbed a shovel and all I had
to do was dig down six X Inches to show him he didn't

know what he was talking about. I got concrete
foors.”

Providence

(H. C. McFa; Magazine)

yden. Sta
Maybe it's so thl the Lord
Orders EVER' little thing
In our lves.

Does look like. though.

Somebody else’s suspenders
l!tht of hrvkl in church
PREACHER'S.

Wont' Scme Figures?
. (Rocky Mount Telegram)

Do you want to_pore over gome figures? Thells

contained In the fﬂb‘ln( ‘was complled by

thl-‘lupl bank in the lmn e( an advertisement

on to us via the Elizabethtown, Ky., News

M Nﬂi lﬂﬂ millions of headaches, but als)

tend to show just what a sad state this country is
getting itself into:

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Y'S rolumn is

TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

‘WASHINGTON.
mww:nym:mm'nhnht
publishers of Florida,

the average b

d.

If every person in the United States would cash
in his life insurance it would be worth about $44,000.~
000,000. If every owner ul a city residence in the Re-
only $30,000,000,-

only $39,000,000000 or enough to run the ral
Government for only !lzvzn mnn
Merits Of Senility
(Dunn Dispateh|

Tall farmer said to fat farmer, “I never thought
T would see plug mule

tobacco sleds on
manv farms. The old vll!-hrohn mnu au s uu.r
Job there than the young m

That's Tellmg Hlm

(Sanford Herald)
A father rplnkm his young son and daughte
for disobedience just before they were put to bea
mgm

next moming vhm the father got up and

lrled out he found tacked on his door
which read. “Be good In vour children and they
will be good to you God™

Visual Educuhon v
lMlnl:nuﬂ’y Herald

Rochelle, New Jem and other points, studiss
hlve Mn made of the offect of television on school
children. It is found that children who have tele-
vision sets in their homes or regulai see television
in tr homes of their friends have dwied fifteen
per cent in their Ichool md

I:nky Jr.. Montgemery
Amllb“‘mbﬂc frknd u!ml explaining
how he suffered several cracked ribs, sald: “A fellow

told me to shut up and I thought h' said stand up.*

His Nickel

(Jim Parker, Chatham News)
hea

:hmn that fine Sunday morning he
the nickels lnd it rolled into the gutter and out

of reach.

Looking at the heavens, the boy
l]‘hduxdlhodhhhﬂd 'am-nwm.nnmm
goes your nickel” he sald.

Defense Dept. Funds Slash ~ §
Could Stop Expensive Waste | -

By MARQUIS CH!LDS

‘WASHINGTON
AT old expression about a new
clean could

Force and Stuart Symington s
head of the National Security Re-

time ago In this space it
was mud that defense funds spent

_year s
4.690.000 and the figife asked
!or 1951 is $103.935.000.

A number of Alr National Guard

They want to know ‘on what basis
of expert knowledge I passed this

not, of course, trying to
give any personal judgment be-
cause I do not have the expert

ir Porce officers
the National Guard
maintains, be jealous of the inde-
pendence ' of “the Air National
Quird. But the same opinion is

expressed n private by men in
Bt Marvions i expert
knowledge of the he bation's aver-oll
defense n how they are
being met. The O Gray board after
a careful and exhaustive investi-
gation recommended against inde-
pendence for the Alr National

SERIOUS MATTER

Quite apart from the money be-
Ing spent, this is a serious matter,
For the defense of America the
Air- Porce in being includes theé
air groups of the Mr n.uunn
Guard. It those
measure up o standards oF e
ciency and performance, then our
d are weaker than we
think

In all probability some of the
groups do measure up to the stand-
ards rigidly enforced in the Ailr

Porce: a further check makes
1t pretty :Xm that many do noti
that some groups are hardly more

than holiday ‘cecasions for World
War I airmen who like to fly.

concerning. the use of Guard H~
and ooremmznt

to dismiss (-h' m-
plaining omem and he
pmmplly cleared by the wum
general of the state.

At the same time Civil Aeronst-
tics Administrator D. toel
fssued a complaint agaimst Waters
charging 24 separate
civil air regulations. Most of the
violations charged
Waters was leading acrobatic
team flying P-47s n"a series of
air shows at county fairs lmld
the state. Waters was pilot

2

Hornia -na back in &
The cost of flying that plane
estimated conservatively at §i
hour.

The Nationil Guard Buresu

hardly in 4 position to rebuke Gove
ernors who have Alr
spent on putting plush interiors in
planes they have for their personal
use. Maj. Gen. Kenneth F. Ora-
mer, chief of the National Guard
Bureau, had $68,000 spent on con=
verting a plane for his own m'.
It should be mdded that part of
this went into radio m_l

£

Congress Is Agin’ Sin, All

Right, But To What Extent?

By ROBERT C. RUARK

WASHINGTON
S Congress of ours is really
having & year for itself. Al-

ready it has come flatly out against
sin, is momentarily on the record
against crime, and is beating the
brains out of gambling. Yessiree,
Buster, our boys are strictly out
there with the lance, and no wind-
mill is safe on its hill
us consider gambling today.
Qeatilng o’ smathing that Sen.
is going to stamp
wtllllhk-\lnulchﬂnmu !1

my lecmd home. Louisiana?
Then it & Pederal crime
with
ith
ate with horses. And we are
Iy started.

gin with baseball. Wipe out
ball. More money is bet on it

sonalities, than on horses. Then
wipe out basketball, and collage

football, which embraces &
betting racket than

mmw 'l'lunmnuulolnl
stamp-

tes which make
tranemit  gambling 1 n formation
boundaries. He also pro-

Shelr N oula foe the benefl of Con
gress, T can just see Joey A. giv-
ing & flock of rapt Congressmen
the deep lowdown on gambling in

the U, 8. Mob guys are all lineal
descendents of the clam. That Is
how they stay alive.

I can tell Sen. Capehart one way
of stopping horse gambling. You

with little specks on them. In thw
seen

+. Congressmen who patronise

Then shoot all the horses in the
cannot

country who prove that they
were never affiliated with a rac-

's—to quote
Blunmer of 1945” he,
against Pepper:

5
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Florida Duplicates Dewey-Truman Fight

The Saturdsy Evening Post—that “by the
Smathers, was showd
ummw\uanmmumm

see all the boys ganging up on one 't resist the p,
good old American custom of seeing hnutnb--udnn
the other side.

£y
e
i
§
]

the
palgn. that it's s s'Taight, down-‘he-line Republican-Demo-
mmw.mmﬂcl«mluehmw cral ttle. you get away from all the dust-throwing,
beaten Sen. Claude Pepper theu-n- clear and clean-cut as between the Truman
-u-tmn.mhhdmnmm-uwmnm Iiberals and the Republican conservatives. is probably
and waging an effective, tireless, whist) stop campalgn al- ~‘a healthy thing, becs: ordinarily election in Florida
most identical to Truman's Like Truman's it is aimed at doesn't mean much beyond a choice of personalities.
offsetting the solid wall of bad publicity given him by the thers began conferring with ex-

il
't
i
3
H}

whose chief

caused the staid New York Times to it te.

“The Senatorial challenger is & young and handsoms While casting his vote against slum clearance, he simul-
man with a rich. well- & Teporter might taneously promoted the real estate lobby's idea of increasing
almost imagine he was back on pecial’ listening  the amount they could borrow from Uncle Sam up to §750,000,
to a rear-platform speech by E Dewey. Thus Smathers voted to deny the poor man low-cost housing,

s o & aiiln ol of the taapiyers mene, %
. of %
Echoes Of Dewey Train o Lo
content of the speechés Is almost identical. Com- Smathers also voted against soctal security for traveling
munism s . Dewey.  salesmen and others, against the minimum wage, and, per-
Bep, Smathers i seekin 227 hape most important of all for the bottling of bilis in the
detall [programs elected. Rules Committee instead open ite the

~Another echo of the continues The Times,  House. SSh e Dhoy 5%

*is that reporters complatn be-

tile, however, o
of Joe Stalins.

i
5
g

lhltﬁvwrhnd become so involved with H

The real fact, however, hmtnu-lmmmﬂ
1945—on Jan. 16, 1946, to be exact—Smathers wrote a letter
to Pepper's secretary referring to “our good friend
Wallace.”

!

It was also after the Summer of 1945, when he now
he decided Pepper must be defeated, that Smathers actually
was writing Pepoer a stream of letters u.nn. aid in
ting him out of the Marines. in getting h!
sistant U. S. attorney, and later in helping him run
Congress.

In other words, Smathers was largely built up by the
unsuspecting Senator whom he s now trying to defeat.

i To read The Saturday Evening Post's glowing sccoun$
of George Smathers one would think that the Justice Debt.
ire him hat the Florida

It after Truman con-
l!radl’ll.lhﬂhlhllmmlhnmlbuﬂl“m
Stalin, writing an interview published
metropolitan press. . '.-.{

Pepper terview more any-




