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POTATOES AND MORE POTATOES

CHARLOTTE housewife returning from
Auu grocery store, where she had
toes at three-and-a-half

H l pound, might be puzzied by the
;tnllplper heddlines’ Government Destroys

50,000,000 bushels of surplus potatoes.

“Why," she might ask, “doesn’t the gov-
ernment just put the potatoes on the mu
ket and sell them at a cheaper price?”

1t would have been a good question but
& well-nigh unanswerable one.

It began soma.years ago when the gov-
ernment decided that farmers were having
& rough time of it and needed a little help
in getting a good price for their produce. It
~worked out a system of supporting farm
prices by guaranteeing the farmer a basic
price for his produce; if he couldn't sell it
1o the public at that basie price, then the
'ovemmenl would buy it

There was no questloning the need for
some sort of help for the embattled farm-

ers.

But, In 1943, the Department of Agricul-
ture thought it saw a shortage of potatoes
coming, pulled spuds into the price-support
program. It was mistaken. There was an
underestimation and the farmers turned
up with more than 51 mlilion more bushels
than the agriculture men thought they
would.

The government bought more than
half that. (Cost to the taxpayer: $21.8
million.) The potatoes were stored and

they rotted or they were burned. A use.

‘was found for a few of them. It was some-
thing of a catastrophe for the Department
of Agriculture.

WATER SHORTAGES—A

ECAUSE of rapldly Increasing popula-

tion, particularly in citles, together
with the lowering of the water table
throughout the nation, water is now In
searre supply in many areas. For exam-
ple, ¥ is 80 scarce in Ohlo that important
induscries In that state have been obliged
1o curtall their expansion. In New Jersey
there s such a shortage of water that leg-
fslation has recently been passed requir-
mg a license to construct wells above a
given size.

The critical scarcity of water in New
ork t course, received nationwide
in and
but it should be remembered that pressing
water problems also exist in California,
Arizona and in many other sections. In
North Carolina we are faced with a long-
range conservation problem involving the
need for better flood control and further
protection against soll erosion.

" Fortunately, there has been widespread

public interest in finding a constructive
solution to the country's over-all water
problem. President Truman early in Jan-
uary appointed a temporary Water Re-
sources Policy Commlssion consisting of
seven members to study and make recom-
mendations to him on existing Federal
legislation and policies in the water re-
sources field. The President named the dis-
tinguished engineer, Morris L. Cooke, s
Chairman, and the other members of the
Commission are: Dean Paul 8. Burgess of
the College of Agriculture at the Univeristy
of Arizona, & blo-chemist; President Lewis
W. Jones of the University of Arkansas,
an economist; S8amuel B. Morris of the Los
Angeles Department of Water & Power.
an engineer; Leland Olds of New York. an
economist; President Roland R. Renne of
Montana State College, an agricultural
economist; and President Gilbert F. White
of College, a

Nothing, however, was done about it.

It wasn't so bad in 1944. Burplus pota-
toés cost the taxpayers but $33 million.
In 1048, the cost up was again. The tax-
payer kicked in $91 million. In 1048, the
taxpayer supported the potato grower to
the tune of $250 milllon. .

For 1949 he can expect to pay $90 million.

Why so many surplus potatoes? Can't
the government do anything to keep the
potato farmer from growing so many
spuds?

The government thought it could. It
had a system to limit the acreage of pota-
toes grown. But the farmers were not to
be done out of their gravy: they planted
thelr rows closer together, produced more
potatoes than ever before.

And that Is why the housewife is pay-
ing approximately three-and-a-half cents
& pound for potatoes while the government
destroys about 50,000,000 bushels of them.

The government, rightfully, is concerned.
It will go ahead and -destroy the potatoes
this year, but, if it is wise, it will heed
the advice of Sen. Anderson who told the
Benate Agriculture Committee last week
that the Agriculture Department must
have authority to say how many bushels
of potatoes shall be grown.

«_ Potato growers are In no posttion to kick
against production controls by the Agri-
enlture Department: they have been tak-
ing too much government cash for surplus
potatoes. .

1 they object to genuine production
controls, then let us abandon the potato
price-support program completely.

CRITICAL PROBLEM

not be one to work in the vacuum of an
isolated office devoted to merely academic
research, He and his six assoclates have
invited all persons and organizations con-
cerned with water resources to come and
speak thelr minds to the Commission on
what they belleve to be a sound water
resources policy for the natlon

It is expected that many representatives
of Federal. state, county and city agencies
will contribute thelr views. Agricultural,
labor and business organizations, engineers'
clubs and other socleties and assoclations
will lne their cun\dtuon! w Washington
for .

‘ComeAnd Get It’

HagpLoew
0o v nrnes

People’s Platform
‘Shocking Revelations’

CHARLOTTE lican organtzation oligarchs, who for 50 years nave
4 themselves the Republican Party in the South-
ates, will shrivel away.
Bigger men will again contend for political bon-
ors in the Republican Party in the South. Tre
treezes of political thought in the South will cease
o be predominantly sectional, and will bear the odnr
of national thought The full force of the inteliec-
tual and moral concepts of the nation vill sweep across
the hamlets and cities, the platesus and mountain:
the cotton I cane brakes [eny
contending for national political victory will agamn
seek the support of the Southern people
marches on  North Carolina will become sudible in
national poiitics.
is not falr that the Republican section of the
notably western North Carol

Editors, Tie News.
I“\' compliments on your advanced social fonscious=
and to Tom Pesperman f{-r his shocking
revelations of the llmmrlh.e h(k of factlities for
educating our handicapped c
The thought occurred ln me mn many of us
may feel 1t & waste of tax moneys to care intelligen’lv
for those 10 stricken by the Pates. Our a

whom- the Spartans w.

In the realm of music e
and a deaf Beethov
Stevenson was con
curably asthm 2
dostotevskl was epileptic

1t
South

Virginia and eastern Tennessee,
Nor should the whole Re-

disfranchised nationally,
publican minority,

e In the near future
wizard, w

The electrieat

Ihkh has established hulqulr&en in the
Executive Office Bullding.

At the conclusion of a recent meeling
of the Commission. Chalrman Cooke gave
a graphic idea of the scope of the study
1o be made. He sald

“Tke Commission recognizes that a
sound water resources policy must under-
take to make the best possible provision
not only for irrigation and drainage, flood
control, navigation and hydro-electric
power. but aiso for the requirements of
pollution abatement, siit and salinity con-
trol, domestic and industrial water sup-
ply, recreation and Improvement in con-
ditions for fish and wild life. The Com-
mission considers that the objectives of a
sound national water resources policy is to
promote the full use of the water resources
of the country for all useful purposes so
combined as to yleld for the people maxi-
mum benefits at minimum costs.

“The Commission will consider all as-
pects of water conservation from the
headwaters of the country's rivers to the
sea. including ground waters. The close
relationship between proper handling of
water and of soil must be constantly pres-
ent in any consideration of water resource
poliey ™

Mr. Cooke, who. has held many impor-
tant Federal posts such as the first Ad-
ministrator of the Rural Electrification
Administration and U. 8. expert for the
setticment of the Mexican ofl dispute, will

task lies ahead of the
Commlulon headed by the capable Mr.
Cooke, but if the fullest possible co-opera-
tion comes from every available source,
far-reaching resuits will be achlieved for
the long-range program

DISCRIMINATORY, INTOLERABLE

IS a disgrace for any county to have.

better facllities for one race, and I can
see why the eolored people of this county
could be dissatisfied living under condi-
tions such as this."

In these words Superior Court Judge

County by a Grand Jury. The report in-
dicated that one of the Negro school bulld-
ings was “not fit for holding school,” and
ting capacities, tollet facilities, water
supplies and fire hazards at others were
criticized in the report.
The Buperintendent of the Person
nrlwoh appeared before the Grand Jury
etpllhwd that a contemplated con-
d to elim-

Judge Harris said the fact that the schools
mldbcoonnﬂdludlnmmmn-unn
m\lul the conditions found by the

provides for the
The South, nfannudy, lw » long
s

?gmm accordance with

double standard of public duty. Too often
it has given the Negro people poor faclli-
ties in education and housing. ete.

That day is done—that practice nears its
end. The soclal conscience of the South
has been slow to awaken, but it is awaken-
ing. Already vast strides have been made
n North Carolina in the direction of equity
in providing public educational and other
soclal service facilities for our Negro peo-
ple.

‘The Person County expose is only one
of several incidents tending to reveal the
fact that we still have far to go. we
are going. Equality of educational advan-
tages and opportunity is the just birthright
of every North Carolina child, white or
Negro. It is the will of this state that to
none shall that birthright be denled.

‘The prospects of Texas becoming the
domlmnl state in the Unlon In the second
half of the 20th century are brighter than
were the nation’s prospects in 1900 of
reaching world dominance by 1950. Texans
have the vision to plan great things, and
the abliity and audacity to carry them out.
—Houston (Tex.) Chronicle.

“Softer tires help on ice'; 0 do less bour-
bon and branch water—Dallas (Tes)
Morning News.

5

From one child whom we hely to adustment
and education may well come the solu o some
of this world's major uls

And, after all it is m
camelila’ than a weed.

in the nation:
Collector of Internal Revenue cannot last agaimnst &
two party system. Greater opportunity wil bring
greater responsibility and bigger men.

—HOXT H. EAVES.

—LEON K. GUTMAN.

March Of Donations

Editors, THE Nrws:

Losing Our Freedom
HAMLET

POPE FIELD  Editors, Twr News

1D you know that every period of history back for
hundreds of years proves that many people, where
did eventually raise up

Interest the story of Alexan-
Blvd. in Tur News of

and Aestroy those that the taxing.

e speaking of Communists over-
throwipg our Government. Our own Socialist Gove
ernment is creating exactly what it is supposed to be
fighting.

privileged children?
—SGT. GARNETT RUTHELL.

Urges Electoral Change

Editors, Tie News. bt gry tne ohiessn’d
E Senate of the United States has proposed & planning”—nothing but the worst sort of Bocialism.
constitutional amendment providing that the vote Our freedom in Americs t gone. Thus

of each state shall go to each candidate for President  free enmpme system that we Enew prior to the New

In proportion to the pooular vote in

CHARLOTTE

eac.

such didate 1 desire to quote from an article 'l"hl ‘!EI!H fear we have in America today is
Which appeared in Tz Nrws of Jan 31, 1940, i1 not Communism. but the trend of our own Govern-
advocacy of a change In the present electoral methol: ment.

It w0l give the Republicans of the South  volce —BRYANT THOMPSON.

in the election of es
Bolid South  thing of the past
tablsh in the South two perties
people of the South a voice
Po matter which of the two great parti
1t will be in full accord with democ:
upon which our-Government is founded

1 notice in Taur Nrws of recent cate. but before
the action of the Senate. an editorial strongly and
Jogically advocating electoral change Tt is fortunate
that we have a great Dewspaper that gives to tre
people clean journalism and aupm- the quality of
sound and creative statesma

T thin meeasire Dataes two-thirds of the 48 state
legislatures. then from the Eastern Shores of Virginia
o the Pannandis of Texas. and from the Potomac 1o
the shares of Lake Ponicharirain in Loulsians. the
unfertile, selfish, futile Federal office seexing Re,

it It will make the
1t will firmly ei-
It will give the

Resolution Praised

Editors, Twe News:

(CCUGRATULATIONS to the Chazlotte Interdenom-
1 Union for its resolution re-
sarding the Charlotte Christras Parade. We heart rity
endorse this movement and wish it could be spr
!hxauhou! the count
have noticed in my travels that most cities
which ades. requested those entering floats
not to make them too religious. Seems like
has broken Joose, but we T have our weabons of
critice. Let's stick to our Cross and
Pold 1 el

—~FATHER CHARLES.

BELMONT

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

ARRY TRUMAN frequently ru said t:m the two men

he would most like to see Congress Ate
the Republican Senators from his home state—Fotrest Don-
nell and James P x I Missourt

However, the a4 over backward to be
polite to these bitter T feds when he and My Truman lunched
with the Missour! Congressional delegation. In fact. politics

has been over
have been

several million pzeph
and are trying 40
but in January, nhnmy and March, 0.

For today the U. 8. Lines' steamer American

coctors they've
‘in the

sbe bigoted of me,

more than s month now, and
at Philsdelphia today 0 event ! rwil] take place showing
following the sbove advice

come mot once & year

mmumm:ntm

Mercy Killings Could Lack

True Humanitarian Motives
By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

en
her mot ry in-
sanity, Mis Paight, called Ditty
when she 4 not waving a rod
around, is escribed as a very re-
lLglous girl.

3 bave no doubt that the tnaanity
plea will hold up. be-
Tiaa 1t takes more.than & Gamall
helping of piy or anger to inspire

» chid to her own parent.
Put M rnn: 'he{hlr or not
second-de-

mum-r cnu‘e pau. a cer-
tain proplem. as do i mpxc of

recent wave of mer(y kill-

Por instance. I would hesitate

of hi i

mnuauy inciinca. 1 should hate
take to wife a lass who had a

“Jacord of shooting the nearest and

1 would like to do on my own time
is die
ml OWN LIFE

ble with letting other
p-opn do you in, for your own
§00d. 18 that sometimes your msl-
sdy may not warrant such a am-
e cure. I have peop)
tad hangovers who. exnibiied ul
the symptoms of mbenulma lep-
rosy, heart disease, asthenia

124 eren death, bat they nmnlly
to cure themselves by

keeping quiet and lym( down. 1
would be unhappy 1t some

38

patient destined 10 de unplessant-
1y of an incurable disease on the

off chance the patient would wish
1o hasten from

Bat
daughter shoot you or your trusted
doctor slip you an arteryful of le-
thal air seems to

having your

angl e patient might tear
off a mmh and get well. There
is always the possibility that he
may want to hang around as long
& possible, e u 1t hurts. There
1s no accounting for tastes, and &
Ry looe. long time

THE HARD WAY
The trouble with people who de-
other people, out of their

treat humanity and vmm o

even madness, is that they ma

contract & viclous hablt -nn (u

about curing everybody the

way. Nothing is 30 pmmm

the home 4 an smateur physkian

who prescribes freely. He may be-
come annoyed

claims ability to cure the common
cold with a ahotgun.

Despite the modern allegations
of swollen domes full of fuzzy doc-
rtant

knoweth not whence, with Do writ-
ten guarantee as to where he head-
en.

This decision, then, should not
arbitrarily be made by an outside
mnum« There could be instances

bo mercy slaying of a
nasty old might be motivated
more by & Tast for her bank ace
count than by true humasnitarian
saotives

am sorry for the tortured Dm!
Pmm. but I do not indorse

motive or her excuse. Her mlml
©f her father is to me a clear case
©of meddling in a business that be-
lonu eulmmy to the patient or

Radical Changes Have Been
Made In ‘Homework’ Ideas

By HENRY C. MCFADYEN
ALBEMARLE
ERE 15 probably as much mu-

rouerml a lot of these outside ac-
School folks feel. however,

that thesa things are as worthwhile
school work. They

since some of us Were CArTying our
books home with & book strap.

1t used to be that the child was
expected to do most of his actual
study and preparation outside of
When he came to school

0
had found out for himsell. Several
factors have brought about a radi-
cal change in that system. Schools
no longer expect children to do
much studying at home. Here
some of the reasons.

The main one, I believe, is the
fact that most chidren need di-
rection tn their studying. When
they bump into something they
con't understand. they need some-
body there to help. Parents often
don't know the answers and
busy with other taings anyhow.

Another reason why teachers do
not expect oo much outside work
is that there are so many oiher
activitie going on that demand the

attention of children This begins
fairly early in the school Wle of
a child with such things as danc-

high school thelr lives are likely
1o be something of & rat race, witn
far too little time to work in all

that, many teensgers
stores and other places after school
Lours and on Saturdays. Many, &

sympathetic lish teacher, as-
signing eight outside boek reporta
for the year, in ner

students will ever find time to read
them. Of course, they don't though

the book reporta are made
Just the same.

To be sure, the school must ac-
cept & good deal of the blame for

that  why the

Thich s o Friaae

Lh
hnnu:u

of today can be our friends

to make sure that the people of Eur

things can be carried to excess. The
Job of both schoo

to help strike
between the inside and the outside
activities.

Home conditions often mal
study difficult or impossible I

three children is no place
velop scholarship. 1t i
possible for the oldest
a place to spread out
1o study. and he really does have
to spread out. When he does get
situated, the nouse of little brother
shooting Indians and lHttle sister

mming on the knockout bench
is quite enough to prevent him
from recaling how many lmes
niae goes into 72

Regardless of whose fault it Is,
teachers know that they cannot
expect a great deal of studying at
Domme from most of thewr pupls.

t reason they have chln(rd
Thelr way of tea child
expected to do most of his work s
school under the supervision of the
teacher. [ think this has proved
1 be a more efficlent method o
teaching

At any rate, that will explain to
you why your child does not bring
as many books home as you think

“he ought to. If your child is not

ringing  anything home and is

ing poor grades, then you need
1o get in close touch with his
teacher and stay that way.
needs to be doing some home study-
ing, and you will have (o be in
position to direct it.

all is 5ald and dooe, I am
afraid most parents are oo busy
or 100 tired at the close of the
day to help much with homework.
As for me*1 am willing 1o assist
with the geography. nulory. Eng-
lish, and speliing. the anth-
Batic, o however, 1 nnw the lne. I
have h that once, and
once i mou‘n.

Mrs. Truman Owned ‘Just A Plain Dog’

or soldiers of tomorrow. That's

n-mn of toys, the first installment of

today, tin be 50 m]
the toys, which rul
fon,

plaved a minor role at the luncheon, giving way to & dis-

re was a Ume when a
famous role in the life of Mrs Clark's late father-in-law.
hose

Jegendary dog played &
Speaker Champ Clark, theme song when he man
for President was: 'xdan'tcmuheunrwun you've
gotta quit kicking my dog ar
B Mrs Clatk a former Engiish actress, probably did

e of 1912 1
Clark.  ¥or
she dominated the cont
Round. bt of ‘her smoothBared fox terrier

o
the tide of toys. dooated
through the tireless efforts of the American Legion to the
children of Europe

Of course, mhwlmhnuvMMMW(mc
deor, meetings of Congress ‘maneuverings
But no story s more. Mmpertant than ta
Packstage aceount of how the American some
3000000 toys in the short space of five weeka. got them
sorted, mmmemmmw Philadeiphia.

On the surface, this may have seemed easy. But it
It took dsys of careful organizmng, pius & lot of

boasted modestly. ouf um-\l
circles and was practically out of this nru in pedigrees.

This went on for some Mra Truman saying
nothing. When Mrs. Clark finaly ran out of -u)mms
sbout ¥ her pooch, the First hady broke in geatly

e used to have a dog. too.

'Ha- wonderfil - enthused the fudge’s wife.
kind?’

“Oh, just a plain dog.”'replied Mrs. T.

Tide Of Toys
ET

Christmas I hear some folks arguing that Christmas
commercialized, presents

“What

of Legion leaders.
gigantic proj ially at & time when everyone wanted

o elax 'atter Christmas.

Soldiers Of Tomorrow?

Hcmmmibﬂmve fought our wars in the pust
peace Iot

meaning of this carefully and p-uqnlly coumed Me of toys
from the veterans of America.

‘Invasion’ Of Maryland
VE short years ago Democratic Sen. Millard E Tyd-
an unsuccessful effort to purge the
At lhl'- time a lot of M‘C figured that the d!ﬂl‘ of
not be &

the el from Maryland would

blow to mﬁ:nq but way throuh

the crucis] battle and was re-elected in 1944
However. Tydings once more is to ton' to

¥
on the tieket,” n-pmm ‘n'd!ncl. not referring to himselt
ly all means, you s} this invitation to speak in
Maryland."
“Now, just wait & mmuu broke in Republican
gressman n Beall. *I'm in the minority
fhink if the President h u make this atrport dedication .
political speech, maybe he had better stay out of Maryland.”
you wont be hel

“Oh, you_ won'
elther if the President decides to accept our invitation,” de-
clared Tydings. *




