J. E. DOWD..

C. A

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

THOMAS L. ROBINSON....oeoevoev . on..Publisher

ee——-Genersl Manager_
PR S— T T
Editor

AT

TUESDAY, JULY 25, 1950

DISCOVERY ... AND DECISION

NATION Is now in the fifth week of
what has developed into & major war
—not the “police action” that President
Truman somewhat optimistically spoke of.
It has been a time of discovery, and the
American people have littié reason to be
cheerful about what they have discovered:
1. That the North Korean forces are
more numerous and better armed than we
thought originally;

2. That the South Korean defenders
were less well equipped than we had been
told;

3. That our own avatlable forces in the
Far East were too slender to stem the in-
vaders, much less back up the  commit-
‘ments to defend Formosa, the Philippines,
and Indo-China, should Communist forces
Isunch drives in those directions:

4. Thas our military strength at home
13 largely paper strength:

5. That we will be in a desperate plight,
indeed, if Russia should provoke new in-
cidents in Western Germany, Yugosiavia,
Iran, the Scandinavian Peninsula, or else-
where around the vast Soviet orbit.

To these and other discoveries the
American people have responded with
characteristic determination. Some of the
more politically-minded have been cast-
ing around to find scapegoats who can be
hlamed for our predicament, but by and
large most Americans have been willing

ta put off until later an investigation into
the real causes for our lack of prepared-
ness

Now the American people have been tald
that their taxes will have to be Increased,
that they will not be able to buy as much
of the luxuries (and necessities) as they
have in the past, that the preparedness
program is golng to demand great sacri-
fices on the part of everyone. To this grim
news they have responded, too, with de-
termination &nd fortitude

‘The people are united. They have at last
made up thelr minds that World Com-
munism Is no textbook philosophy but &
plan for world conquest just as calious and
far more powerful and dangerous than
Nazism or Fascism. They know that the
freedom they cherish so highly Is, at best,
an uneasy and unstable thing so long as
World Communism can win by armed
force what It cannot gain by Infiltration
and in-boring.

A major war with Russia is a horrible
prospect. The alternative, a long stand-off
arms race and preparedness program, is
not pleasant. The American people have
chosen’ this latter course for very good
reasons:

1. If it prevents a major war, the cost
wiil be cheap indeed;

2. If war comes anvwar, we will be In
much better shape to gain victory.

SATURDAY’S BOND ELECTION—I

N BATURDAY of this week, the people

of Charlotte will vote on the lssuance
of $5.750.000 {n public improvement bonds,
Today, and for the next three days, the
editors of Tux Nzws will set forth briefly
why they belleve approval of the four
bond iasues is essential to the well-being
of our bustiing and fast-growing city.

It sh be obvious to everyone by now
that Charlotte s a big city. The leap from
the 100,000 level to the 133,000 leve! in ten
¥ears i3 concrete evidence of Charlotie’s
growth. New residential districts have
*sprung up all over the city and around its
perimeter, and demand for all types of
municipal services has skyrocketed

The nation was at war during most of
the decade, and shortages continued for
& year or two after the conclusion of hos-
tilitles. Thus Charlotte is now in the posi-
tion of having to carry out in a short
period & public improvements program
that normally would have been streiched
over the full decade.

Though we would hesitate to piace the
four bond issues in order of importance,
since all are highly important, it is one
of the basic tents of group living that a
safe and adequate supply of pure water

IN DEFENSE OF THE B-36

'HE “armchalr experts”, especially those

who leaned toward the Navy in last
years Unification squabbles, have had a
Big time at the expense of the B-35 and
the atom bomb since the Korean War
started.

Where, they ask, is that big bomber the
Alr Forces bragged about so much? Where,
they add, are all those atom bombs that
were going tn déter aggression and stop it
it 1t happened?

t's true they're not being used in Kor
¥or one reason, the terrain and the nature
of the operations so far demand mal
low-iével tactical alr support. B-29's can
do the strategic patlern bombing over the
short Japan-to-Korea run. For another,
the atom bomb has been heid in reserve
for a ble ail-out war with Ru
No one has seriously proposed ‘dropping
A-bombs indiscriminately all over ine
be.

Actually, our military inadequzcics have
been revealed in virtually every phase of
our military activity In Korea. W
riot had enough ground troope,
artillery, enough tanks and ant
weapons, enough communications equip-

From The New York Times

1x utterly essential Charlotte’s water sup-
piy is safe, but it is far from adequate.
Peak Summer consumption equals the
maximum amount that can be pumped
from the reservoir to the filter plant. In
same areas of the city, pressure is so low
= 1o create a potential fire hazard. Some
new residential districts are not served at
all yet, and others do not have enough
water,

The Water Depariment has set forth in
detall what it proposed to do with ity
$1750000 share of the $5750000 total.
Those plans were outiined by our Mr, Fes-
perman in Monday's News, and there is no
point in repeating them here. They do not

m

represent the ma: that should be
done—rather they esent the absolute
um..

Vater bonds are seif-retiring. with prin-
elpal and interest paid out of the system's
earnings. Hence, they are not reflected in
the city’s ad valorem tax rate. Neither will
they be reflected in & higher water rate,
since there will be ample earnings 1o repay
the bonds

The $1750000 water bond !
& favnrable inte by every” Charlotiean who
goes to the poils Saturday.
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CROWS

[OSE who look into such matters pro-

fessionally insist that crows eat bugs,
beeties and worms. Such dietary habits
are much to be admired in birds. But the
layman, particularly the country layman
wha cherishes his final hour of sieep on
& Summier morning. Wwishes that more
robins, say, and fewer crows, were ad-
dicted tn the early bug, beetle and worm.
Crows, to be blunt about it, get up much
too early in the morning. And they get up
much too full of noise. Noise, not song.
Compared to & crow, a robin is & shy, re-
tiring, virtually woiceless bird

How a trow can eat anything and still
make all the noise he does is a major
mystery, particulariy in the early morning.
He doesnt pause long enough belween
squawks to swallow a gnat. When he does
pause for breath, it is ‘only o fiy 1o the
next tree. Three crows can keep every-
body within a mile's radius from sicep-
ing. Four crows can rouse the whale
countryside,

It wouldn't be 0 bad if a crow could
sing. All birds have a vested Tight in song.
‘But the crow is simply the loud-mouth of
birddom, the antithesis of song. 1! his diet
were keyed o his voice he wnuld subsist
ecfirely on coarse gravel, cockleburs, rusty

and broken giass
and bears an
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Deep down in the hear! of every woman
ix the thought that the dress might lnok
better on her than it did the modei—Rocky
Mount Telegram.
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Capital Pastime

The Search For Scapegoats

JOREPH C. HARSCR
(In nv Christian Science Monitor)
WASHINGTON
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Senatorial Privileges
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State Department caused the big argument
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in response to An earnest plea from former President
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han they were, but thy
been

d have been

oft deserves

3 sat eredit for the conr-
#re e showed ‘n Ao
an !

drtense ne
:wd Il«n van h' hml:ﬂ

pressure
the Adminise

ongres
which teduced the defense estanlishment to

Korea ¥or
the bisme for

1t prone
tment and Gen.
i was more farrighted and aware \Ran

there s blame for ever one,

Quote, Unquofe

ane that we
Inll.n ,‘h:r \l.rnlnl News.

d upe
fence. —Pue

£il's decisian not 1o earTy fire and
police_ear fize equpment
+ yersian al faen,
N Gresaring | vs C) Piedmont.

Reistions Committes when
eport behind r.nﬂ doors

ed for almost

1 myselt,

10 minutes on

Sennte

Air Force Cuts Leave Nation

In Pre-Pearl Harbor Status
By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

HE UNITED STATES has now
entered UpOn A War economy.
This 45 the real meaning of Presi-

ry simply Mln“‘ the
‘savings'” of Défense
Louis A, Johnson  have
. in Korea, to another
A single set of sta-
tistics is enough to show why this

bor ‘day, the United
Btates was producing 2.429 combat
arcraft a month. On Korea day,
the United States was producing
215 combat aircraft a month. In
other words, although the United
States was clearly faced with a
threat quite as grave as the threat
of Hitler and Tojo, the number of
combat planes being turned out on
Korea day was one-twelfth what 1
was on Pearl Harbor da.
SHOCK'™NG SITUATION

This shocking situation was not
the outcome of any difficulties in-
herited by Johnson.

V. Forrestal Jeft office, Air Force
orders, in terms of airframe weight
(the most accurate measure of Al
power potentialy were up from
the

pounds Forrestal  had
had planned an orderly increase to~
wards the 45,000,000 pounds estab-
lished by the Alr Policy Board as
the absolute minimum for peace-
time defense.

It was Johnson who reversed this
process, cutting  Alrframe  weizht
arders to a Jow of Ie over 21,000«
000 pounds. While he was thus con-

demning our eXisting air units to
progressive  nhsolescence, John-
son also ruthlessly sashed the

strength-m-being of the Air Force
and naval and Marine air arms
The Air Force, which consisted of
san 123500 operational a

when Johnson took office, has

tn B.600, with only

3300 first-line combat planes. The
naval and Marine air arms, which
o comprised 10700 opers-
raft, have been reduced

th 2, v combat

port.
most.

Such, at least. was the position
just befors Korea day. And this
Korea day American first - line
strength of about 5.900 first-line
combat pianes, which was rapid-
Iy declining, must
with A known Russian first-line
strength of more than 15,000 pianes.
These have & simple
meaninz. Although only unimport-

ant satellits air units hlvr as vet

rea fighting. Por what our

Korea need most urgently is close
airrsupport. And it i} precisely the
tactical air uni ipped  and

. eq
trained to give this close air sup--
which would have suffered
heavily under Johnsonian

B oy
Our tactical alr power was the
real stake in the seventy group con-
troversy. With seventy proups, we
would now have minimum strate-
Ric alr power and high altitude
fighter strength, plus reasonable
tcucal alr power, - With forly:teo
groups _disguised arty-eight,
Shich s the United Biate A%
Force under the Johnson program,
we could not have all
of sttt

ree,
therefors

low 10 34.000,000 eughose. and chose rightly, to sacri-

ice tactical air power in order to
Alr

against further Soviet aggression.

With proper factical alr power,
the North Korean advance would
almost cestainly have been 5
interdicting the supply lines.
we do not have enough tastical
air power, and therefore B-298 an
hizh altifude fighters have been
given the task of interdiction, This
i« about mx sensible as asking ele-
pRants and mosquitoes to do tha
work of a park of foxhounds. Yet it
15 tn such feeble expedients that
Lauis Johnson, loudly promising to
deliver “greater combat capabilities
At less

r. And it (s for
sueh reasons that our danger now 1s
greater than At any time since that
dav almost nine years agn when
Toin ordered the attack on Parl
Harbor.

Higgins Affair May Cause

Press Censure, Censorship
By ROBERT RUARK

NEW YORK

fiss MARGUERITTE Higgins,
a she - reporter of impressive
foreign _experience. despite  her
fragile beauty and her fender vears
seems to have u\en'h'al‘ﬂd an ac-
tian which is apt tn preoccupy the
press for some time to come, As
the war goes on and gets bizger.
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