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ELECTORAL REFORM SUFFERS SET-BACK

B!mmllmnmulnmre-mu-
hmmwmmmmwn

reform amendment Monday,
mm:mmnmwmwum
‘The amendment was rejected by a vote of
210 to 134, not because it was a bad bl
but because Democrats and Republicans

‘The Lodge amendment—which, inciden-
tally, would have had to be approved by 36
states—sought to do away with the archaic
and lllogical formula whereby all electoral

2. At present, neither the Republican
nor the Democratic party is a truly na-
tional party. The Democrats put up only
token opposition in rock-ribbed Republi-
can states, and the Republicans v
ignore solidly Democratic states. Under the
Lodge plan, every vote would count, and
each national party would be encouraged
to campalgn aggressively in every state,
every county, and every precinct of the
nation. That would make both parties na-
tional parties in fact as well as in name.

g and Di

wvotes of each state go to the
candidate who leads in that state. Under
the present electoral college system, those
who vote for the losing candidate in each
state are effectively disfranchised. Their

dorsement by the Senate last Feb. 1. It
retained the electoral vote structure, but
proposed to divide the electoral vote of
each state in direct proportion to the
popular vote cast in t state. Under the
Lodge plan, every ocratic vote and
‘every Republican vote in every state would
count in the selection of a President and
Vice-President. Besides the simple justice
of such a proposal, two very important
results were anticipated:

1. At present, the big Yey states are
_ swung by minority groups. Both major
" parties over-extend themselves to curry
favor with minorities in order to carry
those states, so that we really have rule
by minorities instead of by the majority.
‘The Lodge plan would have sharply limited

" the influence of minorities, and freed both

parties from the shackles of minority
favoritism.

MISGUIDED MYSTIC

old Hank Wallace. Booted out of

his Cabinet post by President Tru-
man, he left the Democratic Party to join
hands with Commies and fellow travelers
in setting up the late-lamented Progres-
sive Party. As Progressive candidate for

just himself to ihe new and unpleasant
situation. His Progressive Party took the
Moscow line and condemned U. 8. inter-
wvention in Korea But that was too much
for Hank to swallow. His nation was at

fro 5

areas were unwilling to <acrifice their
dominant positions. It Is encouraging that
the North Carolina delegation voted solidly
in favor of the amendment. and that
Southern Democrats gemerally supported
it. One effective argument against the
amendment was that it would give the
Southern states with their heavy Demo-
cratic majorities a much bigger voice in
national Democratic affairs. It certainly
would have had that result. But it would
also have opened the y for the de-
velopment of a real two-party system in
the South by making it worthwhile for the
Republicans to scurry around in Dixie
rouriding up votes.

Electoral college reform is not dead.
Justice demands that the millions of voters
now distranchised have a voice in the
selection of a President. And sheer logic
will eventually convince the Congress that
reform is needed. Though it has been
dropped for this session, we are confident
that a good start has been made, and that
one day the archalc, cumbersome, and
inequitable electoral college system will be
overhauled.

war, and it had the sanction of the United
Nations. 8o Hank reluctantly broke with
the Progressives, and said Le would stand
with his country.

Now the Communist Daily Worker has
jumped on him. In those same columns
that have praised Wallace and Progres-
sives to the skies, he was denounced for
“shabby jingoism".

For a long time now Henry Wallace
has been persona non grata to the Amer-
ican people. Now he's lost such little com-
fort as he got from the admiration ang
adulation of his leftist fsiends. In alien-
ating them, however, ha will not imme-
diately regain the corifidence of the rest
of the American people. The Misguided
Mystic has been mistaken too often in
the past for us to jiace trust in him now.

IN WHICH CREDIT IS GIVEN

Tﬂ second fiscal year of the 1949-51
+A biennium began on July 1. Before it is
over next June 30, Governor W. Kerr
Bcott may have the last laugh on numer-
‘ous prophets of gloom, including this news

paper.
We The People, monthly magazine pub-
lished by the conservative N. C. Citizens
quotes this in its

current issue:

ue Commissioner Shaw makes an
8¢ He

M( level manna ine next
will be . m bali
the end of the
that he thinks hu nzmu eon
prevail without the necessity of s
cushion of savings from the perm:

should amount

provement fund. which
from $5 10 310 million.”

The magazine points out that the State
is in much better financial condition to-
day than had been expected. General fund
revenues had been anticipated at $126-
672500. When the books were closed on
June 30, the general fund had collected
$127,783.730, or $1,111230 more than had
been estimated. Since the general.fund

GENERAL EVANGELINE

ENERAL EVANGELINE BOOTH, who'

died-this week at the age of 84, was
more than the highly effective head of
the Salvation Army. General Booth was
Ly lnnrr of and inspiration to all women

But the deepest personal loss will be felt
by the dedicated men and women  who

Just as she followed in the footsteps of
her father, General Willlam Booth, as he
walked and

‘women have followed the path she walked,
& path of Godly service to the poor people
of the worid.

The work of this remarkable woman has
been felt. not oniy in London, where she
was born, but in towns and small

began the past fiscal year with credit
balances of $13.9 million, that made a total
revenue of over $145.1 million. Appropria-
tions for the year were $1364 milllon, but
Budget Director David J. Coltrane with-
held some $3 million that had been appro-
priated, so that actual expenditures were
about $133.5 million. This will leave some
$115 million surplus to begin the new
fiscal year (1950-51) as soon as all bills
are pald.

There was a sharp drop in income tax,
especially corporation income tax, during
the past fiscal vear. The decrease was
SI1.112.565. But the saies and franchise
taxes produced more than had been ex-
pected, 80 that the net loss in the general
fund was only $9.079.508

Having voiced the fear repeatedly that
#he Scott Administration would eventually
lead to higher taxes or deficit financing,
we think it only fair to admit that the
State’s business’ affairs have been man-
aged well in the first fiscal year, and to
give Governor Scott and Budget Director
Coltrane due credit for their accomplish-
ment to date.

BOOTH

In life, General
a symbol.
inspiration.

Evangeline Booth was
in death she will be a Jasting

The season's first watermelons
gitmpsed in Jackso. last week with a $250
price tag on the largest. Jne was almost
afraid to look fer fear of being charged
10c a peek —Jackson (Ga.) Progress

s

That whittling sound you may hear out
in the bushes or woods near a e~.--n'y
road comes from the chiggers
up their diggers in hopes
(Miss.) Greenwood.

The fact that a swerving jeep
‘mowing his lawn offers another excuse w
postpone or sidestep the chore—Green
(5. C. Piedmont.

They didnt take a census on how much
& town has grown (o grace —Elizabethtonn
Xy News.

The first Upson peaches have
shipped. As soon as they can get to New
York, go through a broker, be resold to
a produce company and ‘shipped back to
Georgia the local grocers can have them
on their produce counter for us to buy —
Thomaston (GaJ Times.
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Interest On A

*Unforgettable Experience’

Few Dollars Savings

Driving The Parkway

By HOLT McP
(In The Shelby Daily llnl

WHEN I war Governor of this Rotary District, one
of the principal projects supported strongly was

the Blue Ridge Parkway which holds more high prom-

for Western North Carolina than most folks
realize. Tt was my privilege the other day to tour &
33-mile fink of it that has not yet been opened to the
public, that belng the stretch from Asheville to top
of Mount Mitenel

It has been moge than 20 years since I'd been
atop Mount Mtiichell, and 1 hadnt seen the Ashe-
ville linking route which is & marvel of highway con=
struction, with tunnels cut at three places out of solid
Tock. There remains & vast amount of work, and pave
ing. to be done before the job is ready for President
Truman's dedication of the Parkway late this Sum-
mer.

The Blue Ridge Parkway, which shortly will be

pened the way jnto Asheville from a few miles

soutn of the Skyland Drive Ineough the Shenandoah
Nationsl Park in Virginia, i usual thal
people seeing Photographs of it £ 4oubt their authentls
city, 1t seems unreal, and yet there is to be found
some of the most. beautiful scenery of Eastern Ameri=
ca. if pot the whole world, It is. 83 50 many have
already remarked, “out of this world.”

ERE is nothing anvwhere like this Parkway. And
the fact that it's within & day of two easy driving
distance of over half the peopls in the United States
folks to swarm to it in ever increaung

¢ averages an elevation over 3000 feet
upw 0 a n
at Black Gap out ville where the tu

made to Mount M peak towering 6684 oet
for the highest point in the PEastern United States
When completed, the Parkway will link the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park with the Snen-
andoah National Park in Virginia. joining the Sky-
line Drive there. Its total length is 4
will be several vears a-builk
of construction costs &
Already, however, mo
and graded to traffic in N
ginia, and tn August the link
Mitchell is 1o be finished

Asheville to Mount

DRK\‘NG the Pzrk-) is an unforgettab
of highway engin
mountati-crest road is 30 skifuly ravied and Banked
that you domt have to have o chp
along up to 45 miles an hour in
Scenery changes with the sAsons
dogwood and various
Summer brings in rhododend:
fading 3 we were there. Autt

%«mmu The Parkway 15 open the
fog and-ice make it lest pala
En route-to Mount Mitchell we stopped
Garden, that world rhodndendros
spacious parking an
the ekpanse of termitory as well as fiowers, The :
dendron gardens atop Roan Mountai

Cragse Gardens. are all anyone could oin: acigbaw,
Along the Parkway one glimpses remincers of &
disappearing era—ancient log cabing. split raul fences,
picturesque old mills, some With water W
tr inding. Along with such. remnants of

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

todar takes

Son
midnight and 1 can't sleep So
trpewriter, with the ‘Kittens

A xlnr n(

the torm

Iam

It wn't the rain that keeps me
problems facing the world, and the
her bovs may s00n have to go off

there are stretches of virgin wilderness,
and others in modern contrast—vistas of thousands of
Sttes oty ich valiezs of arm lands bright with b painted
barns and homes. From the heights one sees
being planted and harvested mechanica
dairy herds that supply milk to thousands or
in booming industries just beyond the horson

as the name xmplm is a highway
s park At intervals, there
“enjoy

gives the feeling of unrea teel
is motoring through a vast panoramic painting in-
stead of actual God-given beau gt the most
out of a trip over the Parkway one has to ride a
while, stop a while. and contemplate not a little

As you can see, the Blue Ridge Parkway is &
favorite l‘llh me.

People’s Platform
A Worthy Cause

Editors, Twr News
WISH to commend and recommend Willie Keever's
article or letter regarding “Shut-in Seciety”, in &
recent issue of THE Nrw)

HICKORY

This is a worthy cause and one which should
receive the attention and help of all of us

In her letter she azks 0 little of us who consider
ourselves more fortunate. To whom else can they

turn
1 have written to Mrs. R. V. Reid. 2101 B'llr‘md
Road, Charlotte, N. C.. ul.n: 1 I might be of se
ice 1o those who need hi
Come, North cun::mam can we count on you,

100
—H. E. KNOLL.

Quote, Unquote

ht our town was always going to be just
X thoupht ot g 0 b

#d it was out of town and John cowldnt
—Early County (Ga.) News.

The last word we had from Moxcow was tnat
the Russians had decided not to invent television
until aiter color had been brought nearer &

—Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial Appea

ertection

of a public official's name does
ke ‘when you ask your husband to
in some wood. (Ga.) Free

ng the most inexplicable of ‘modern musno=
mim people who talk about
—Greens-

s and temporary taxes

Pora (N. C Daily News,

A ukelele. a guitar a hlml.n were found
Kirk McDowell's farm at Galesburg. That's all.
Among the pnmm.um Jokingly
cogsidered by Sheriff Charles Dahle uple of
mielves clear out or this world

n Korea wha said

ma;
new era of world "unity and peace.

U. S. Reaches Peak

eply feel that our country has just

*1 never saw such a

S you know, T am considered.guite & critical newspaper-
[ our

Johnson's Penury Crippled

American Defense Program

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP
which should help many wﬂtﬂ
erstand the course

WASHINGTON
CCORDING to current report,
Secretary of Defense Louls A.

great Amer-
ican defense effort. It is lm vut
time for this quick change, since
Teager of the newipepers ciiy now
see the direct results of Secretary
Jonnson's. previous appearances in
the role of the great economiser.
Perhaps the most Wl‘nlnt com-=
ment on Johnson's defense “econo-
. contained in a. recent
report from the Korean front. A
shattered Ame! fust with-
drawn from
resting on a rocky 3
uxuuma officer spoke for them
wo brief, sentences.
"th ﬂnn 't ﬂlhl l'v llnkMukp-

ell’blnel I nzm ll' lmh l II-I.-
Jess damn war in all my lfe.
GOOD REASON
‘The young soldier had good rea-
gon fo"be bitter, a8 the story ¢ o!
‘the American armored force
show. There has never been uu
l-hlnxut secret about Soviet arm-
Russian World War
1 tanks. were sconsistendly better
than ours. The huge Russian ar-
mored force of over 20,000 tanks was
retained on. combat status when
peace came. And as long as three
year: . Russian output of new
tanks ‘n kno‘n u-. mu- reached

3,000 8 { them the
great uxl)-mn h!i\l!ﬂ

When mes V. Forrestal
launched his American_re-arma-
vigorous atiack

P in November,
1048, -ppmpmnm and authoriza-
tions were still provided to give

Jo
it Tad A given
{or the first step. During 1949, hun-
dreds of our medium tanks were
to be equipped with heavier armor
ful guns, so that

savings

no tanks—literally, none at all—
that can defeat the Russian armor

in_the field .
hat i more, this"tank story.

quate strength in bo!

Pacific.

GROSS UNTRUTH
organization’ of

and
lhc Atlantic pact defense, in the
ir story is so in-

such a fraud, and who has
such costly education to grasp the
eed for a serious defense effort,
i3 the right man to lead that effort
in & time of danger at least as

Explanation Due Americans
For Conspiracy Of Optimism

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
16 momentous week will see
the decisions taken here in
essential to winning
back South Kores from the Com-
munists. But they will go further
than that
They will at least be a start to-
ward providing ghe minimum of
strengtlf necessary to match the
commitments the United States

the globe. That has been, of
course, the mu-reﬁ the deadly
peril of recent monile.

A kind of inverse ratio has

seemed ta prevail. The more co
mitments that were made, the less
strength we had. It was an In-
vitation to Communist adventure
everywhere.
WILL BE DECRIED

The steps to be taken will be
decried both by those who demand
all-out mobilization and by the
politics-as-usual wing of the Gon-
gress. They include the following:

A request to Congress for X bil-
lions of dollars (présent discussions
put it at hetween four and five)
for prasecution of the Korean con-
flict. butldihg up American armed
forces generally and speeding up
the arming of North Atlantic Pact
nations.

mited middla-ground authority
to allocate steel and & few other
scarce metals and get production
of radar equipment and military
¥ supplanting

utomobile manu-

o
facture.

The calling up of
Guard units and Res
tafled plans for his
iciently
include it in the &
sent to Congress

Along with the requests w i o
something that in A se 18

dvanced 1o
tement tos be

" o p—uem

President. will ive
his close assoc!
2 sare of State of the
Union message”

ner of later

was A

this cot
the rest of the world
bom]

we s

This is an urgent necessity, as
is shown by every indicator of
opinion. The first reaction to the
President’s bold move in ordering
force against the North Eorean in-

the sa:

nce

d In in
fioa of m- United Nations was un-
questionably m It cut scroes

most politict d partisan consid-
erations.

But the almost unbroken chain
[ revi hen has dis-

!
R
E
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sponse.
troubled and apprehensive. 'rh-y
are asl certain questions, and
sabove all:

Why are the North Koreans
and why
resistance been so menmuuv u
the difference due entirely
superior weapons of the Nonh IO
rompqred to the South? What has

happened, in view of the seeming
deficiencies all down the lne, o
the $50 billions to 960 billions spent
in the past four years on national
defense? Answers to the last one
should not be difficult to provide.
It gets down to the extraordinary
eost of today's complicated weap-
ons and the far-flng extent of
American commitments.

In one week this Spring,
American people were told by Prese
jdent Truman that the United
States was in the best -mpn ever
following any war in Y,
and he tonk the credit: secreury
of Defense Louls Johnson said that
the aation’s state of preparedness
was bette o in_sny previous
nd’ Secretary

the

e
of State " pean ‘Acheson said the
State Department wa- mome effsc

cient than it had ever beenibefore,

Now -'.1 of t..3 may have been
quite true. Yet, measured

the rulu s and against promises
and commitments made to peoples
ywhere, that conspiracy of op=
ism was whelly unjustified.

Korea May Be Turnmg Pomt In Hlstory

A nation cannot m- alon
threatent A

you—are assuming:is
of free men to keep the

time when we could go our own way in
acted by two oceans, and not worry about

But that day—thanks to the atom
rplanes—is ov what happens
, Lke & contagicls disease, affects

ntered vau War 1 That
America nad fought in a long e
nd exciting adventure We did not know

"% fox ofticers tramicg camp. wrre
jes blew. We even kept on driling
true.

Useless War?
'OWEVER the boys of your generation

woen off, -nc.n.--)umw.mumuumuuum.

a
the peak of jdealism and unselfishness and power
ever before seen In the world

We have reached i, but we can Tose it

Great empires have come and gone in the past Thes have

o armed might e put selfishness ahead of ideal-
e

had
an we did about the problem of peace
perhaps some of us meeded Korea. We sieeded it
1o keep us from getting too soff. too selfish, too materialistic.
hove SIL. e macded 1t o st 4 sxample of woeld
an g

1 remember my U

the

to stop the tmpending crisie

i time we have not been powerlest We saw the
N avert

izl k
tary age 1o remem

no country in the worid today tunse

our courage. our idealism. We've-got to m:: it tha

ay
8o this Korean war, distant as it 18, tou "
welcome as rrlv be the great fuming point t te year

the ® can estabiish &
Sovd mn imo e a oot amthortty fo put down sl
wars in the fut

THE OLD MAX.
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