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SHAMEFUL ‘PRISON CONDITIONS -

EVERAL weeks ago Prison Specialist
Dr. Austin MacCormick made a pre-

give detalled reasons later.

Well, he gave the reasons Wednesday
night to the special Advisory
Council. And they added up to a truly
shocking array of evidence that our prison
system is archalc, inadequate, and riddled
with politics. P

Dr. MacCormick leveled his strongest
blast at Central Prison—"a disgrace to
the prison system” . .. “a medlocre Insti-
tution at best” . . “discredit to the State™
Half of the prisoners are idle. though
there is excellent industrial equipment
for them to use. The prison Is operated
in a “catch-as-catch-can” manner, with
harsh discipline for offenders. and a fine
idle life for those who obey the rules. The
warden, Joseph Crawfard, was “appointed
for political purposes and has neither the
training nor the understanding for the
position ¥ Furthermore, Crawford is not
the “king-pin" at Central Prison. That
role is carried out by a deputy, Bruce
Pocle, who, Dr. MacCormick said, has no
idea or conception of modern prison phil-
osophy, and who has never “been allowed
o visit modern prisons.”

He was a little kinder to Women's Prison,
calling It merely a “disgrace” and “the vic-
tim of long neglect. He added that it was
inadequate, undermanned, and underfi-
nanced. -

He lashed the road camp system “A
dollar sign has been placed on the back
of every : the main thought is to
get full value from him on the roads™
‘There is no rehabilitation program or any
attempt to reform prisoners. During most
of the week, prisoners are in sole charge
during daylight hours of guards and fore-

men whose personalities, MacCormick said,.
“are liftle better than those of the pris-
oners.”

Besides, these men ought to be used
elsewhere than on the roads. Dr. Mace
Cormick suggested conservation camps,
forestry camps. expanded prison farms and
industries, and fire prevention squads as
offering a more useful outlet for their
labor.

He found several bright spots—the. new
Butner Youth Center. established last
October; the prison department's farm
director, H. G Meacham, “the equal of
any in the job I have met anywhere":
the Caledonla Prison Farm (which. he
«ald. ought to be expanded.)

In summation: the archafc methods and
discipline, and the lack of a rehabilita-
tion program result “in the State's prison
population flowine back into the world and
into crime and then throuch the prisons
and out again as through a revolving
door "

Strong language? Yes. but just the kind
of tongue-lashing that North Carolina
needs to make it wake up and carry out
some long-needed reforms In its prison
system

A good many years ago. a speclal hos-
pital board of Anquiry headed by Marshall
Spears of Durham used the same kind of
language In its report on conditions in the
mental Institutions. As a result of the
Spears report, a board of control was set
up, the Institutions were removed from
nolitics and given enough money to do
the job. The improvement has been re-
markable

Dr. MacCbrmick’s suegestion that a new
Department of Correction be set up may
not be the right answer, but it deserves
the immegiate consideration of Governor
Bcott and the Prison Advisorv Council. «
Unless a better plan is found. it ought to
be presented to the 1951 General Assembly.
We've had enough Inaction. What we
need now Is action to remove this chame
from North Carolime.

FURTHER LIGHT ON SEGREGATION

ORE detall on the recent Supreme
Court segregation decisions has now

contend 1t is not the equal of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. The State, an-
swering the suit contends that the Durham
Institution, which was recently accredited
by the American Bar Association, is sub-
stantially equal.

see how this “substantially equal™
will fare under the Supreme Court's
in the Sweatt Case. You will recall
that Texas set up a special law school for
Negroes. The plaintiff, Herman Marion
Sweatt, contended that the facilities at the
Negro school were not equal. Here's what
Chief Justice 'Vinson wrote for the ma-
Jortiy:

“Whether the Umwmn
School ls compered with the ariginal or the
new law school for Negroes, we cannot find

possesses
to & far nnner degree those qualities which
are incapable of objective measurements but

THE OTHER SIDE

S an old and well-proven adage that

there are two sides to every question.
Sometimes. however. both sides aren't pre-
sented.

When President Truman sent Congress
several reorganization plans affecting key
government bureaus and agencies. oppo-
nents raised an effective smokescreen by
shouting that the plans were just at-
tempts to grab power: The argument took
hold because the President. following the
Hoover Commission recommendations,
sougkt to gain more direct control over
these agencies by appointing their chair-

men.
But there is another side to the ques-
tion, and it has been effectively pointed
up by Joseph C. Hartsch. chief of the
bureau of the Christien
Science Monitor. He asks this question
Do we. or don't we., want our public aftai
Tun by somecne we can throw out of office
come Dext day”
And then he explains that the American
voters have some control over the President
and the members of his cabinet. They"

can be thrown out of office every four
years.

“What we €0 not realme i that there is

the VOLers can do abou! large chunks

of the Government. We cant get st

these :-lyuwmlbum-

Party in power. And they

=’ﬂ ‘the public s» a whole. They

work in frequent fact for special group mter-
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which make for greatness in a law school
“Such qualities. to name but a few. include

reputation of the faculty. exverience of e

administration, pﬂ“\m\ and influence

alumni, -undlnl the community malucm
and prest

“Tt i mmnm to believe that one who had
» free these Jaw schools

-num m-mn the question clowe ™ *
opinton further noted that the Texes
l.' School for N excludef the whites

“which number 85 per cent of the population
of the state and include most of the lawvers,
vitnesses, furors. judges and other Aflicials
with whom the petitioner (a Neern law stu-
dents will inevitably be dealing when he be-
comes a member of the Texas bar

All of that adds up to a very rigid stand-
ard for measuring equality of educational
opportunity, If the Court holds to that
line of reasoning’™ is conceivable that no
separate graduate school for Negroes could
meet the court's standard. ’

And if that is true of State-supported
graduate institutions, would it be true for
regular undergraduate institutions? And
what about the public graded schools?

These questions will not be answered for
some months or years until test cases in-
volving North Carolina are fought through
to the Supreme Court. The court has,
Fowever, given a clear enough Indication
that the old standard for equality has been
discarded In favor of a new one. And the
new standard may put North Carolina in an
awkward and untenable position It 18
not too early to start thinking about how
we can conform

he is elected for several successive terms

And when these agency heads become
entreriched. they generally pay more at-
tention to the wishes of the interests they
serve than of the general public. ~The
rallroads. for example, fought the plan to
reorganize the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission. The banks fought the plan to
make the Comptroller of Currency subjert

panies fought the plan affecting the Mari-
time Commission. The broadcastine com-
panies fought the plan which would have
changed the PFederal Communieatidhs
Commission

Mr. Hoover's Commission understood
how thoroughly these agencies had been
insulated from the control of the voter
And the reports. while making no effort to
abolish the system, did urge more con-
trol by the President. Since more control
by the President would mean more control
by the voter, those reorganization plans
would really bring much of the Federal
establishment claser to the people it serves.

A President might. of course. abuse his
powers under the Hoover promosals. For
exampie, Mr. Truman immediatelv named
his old crony. Mon Walleren, to the chair-
manshio of the Federal Power Commission
after Congress okayed the reorganization
of that agency

Yet in the long run. the peopie of this

“power grab” argument. and it makes good
sense o us
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People’s Platform

Competmve Transport Needed

Editors, Tue News:
J¥ Readiog Mr. R C. Bolen's letter on your editorial

to mention that he was an employee of the Southern
therefore writing from a pre-

Railway and was

else can scratch up or cook up against it. but 1 feel
that the general public is already confused from
reading one-sided opinions and tallor-made tigures
and should not be subjected to even more of this
contruversy.

Nationalization of this nations transportation
facildies would be & tragic thing for every cizen,
but the tailroads, in 4Geir ruthless fight for a con-
tinued monopoly. are encouraging—and perhaps has-
tening that very thing The Interstate Commerce
Commission regulates all interstate trapsportation in

the public interest, and the public interest and wel-
fare demands a competitive system of transportation;
1ot a monopoly contiolied by one group—nor & uni-
ficd ssstem controlled by a government bureau

There 1s no reason why I‘m “ﬂ reg-
ulated competitive transportation should con-
tinue and progress in this great nation: there is every
Teasan why I sheuld. But that can be secomplisned
mly by honest, aggressive effort o serve the public
with ever-increasing efficlency; not by destructive
campaigns against competition. which can only work
against the public and national welfare.

—E 8. MULWEE.

‘Pull Down Your Smokestack’
CHAR!

Editors. Tur News
JST nubed reading Mr R C Bolens letter 1n

he Peopics Platform relative (o trucks and our
hih‘!\l and can not resist the temptation of at-
templing to enlighten him as to why we have trucks
on cur highways, The answer is so simple that even
Mr Bolen might understand it. This is it The ae-
mand for motor transportation by the people of thi
country put these so-called box cars on their, ke
people s, highways that they the people built and as
Jong as they demand this service. you may rest ase
sured (hat the motor earriers will provide it. This,

Bolen is & free country.and the method of trans-
porting passengers of {reight shall be determined by
the pe.ple of this country and not by the buggy
wagon manufacturers of the past

No. Mr. Bolen, the trucks didn't build the high-
The people of this country did that and every
\heir motor transportation charges &
back into the highways to en-
whie them to coutinue to receive the type of service
they want 1fhe people of this country want to move
4r treight over their own highways in hired (rucks
iy will do so. They built the roads and will con-
nue 1o keep them up one Way or another and use
wem as they wee fit. Pull down your smokestack M.
Bolen. your rails are showing.

—BILL MAULDIN

On Exhibitionists

Editors. Tur New:
HAVE read the artice an Twr Nrws about the
exhibitionists the pelice are looking for. 1 sm

CHARLOTTE

Drew Pearson’s

§iad 1t has reached the newspaper. but it should have
long ago. I am afraid these exhibitionists
e hove Dot than bave owm rvmﬂ.

1 live across the street {rom Independ Park
and have an two occasions fn the past year md a half
of S . difterent
days, T was walking my dog and was ‘wpproached by
a man who exposcd himself. This was in the morn-
ing around 9:30 A M. cne tme, sround § P M. in

afternoon the second time. imes the man
Went into the rest rooms by the 1 told

him.
two men talking together, then they parted, each
going in separate directions.

What good does It do (0 let such & person go?

Summe:
ecither causing a disturbance or
e,

am the mother of & ten-year-old girl and like
all mothérs, I think semething should be done about
these things before it is too

‘An 11l Wind’

Editors. Tir News
T WOULD appear that Mr. Willis Smith is bound
and determined to represent the people of North

Carolina in the U. S. Senate. whether the people

more trips my venersble
Derita, where I have to go to help make sure that he
doesn't get Lo represent me.

However, it (8 an.ill wind that blows nobody go0d,
one newspaper—a quondam supporter of
Smith s—warned him that the recent primary showed,
if mothing else, that North Carolinians by and large
did not want him to serve them at this
time in the capacity of Senator. The warning went
further—that If he insisted in & run-off agamst
Senator Graham. it would mark finis to any contem-
plated political career that he might have envisioned
sor himself.

Finis ft will be. which, when you consider Marquis
Childs’ evaluation of Mr. Smith, is not so bad, as &
starter, for an il wind. (Marquis. & keen, perennial
student of Washington personalities, telis us that
theie are po mare than a half-dozen Republicans in
Washington who sre as Republican as Willis Smith).
But this i1l wind is going to do lots more for North
Catolina than just to cure Citizen Smith of his po-
litical hankerisigs. The eyes of the whole nation are
focussed on us now, and we are given the weicome
apportunity 10 again prove that. though wed geog-
raphically to Americ 's hinterland. aur sense of jus-

ice and equity need apologize to none In &ny section
of Srest counkr

And the symbol of all that
1 say God-

Prank Graham
prwnuan North Carolina holds dear,
speed; The race is yours.

—A. E. BASSETT

wuxnlamx

to make &
bnl!y pmgnm with typical Ger-

Y mur-e e of a study of the
top Loyalty Review Board of which
chairman, they

1 can nphln it.
h nnyhudy is opposed
tion and who wants "

ﬂlhl llt avu l.\bcn
are very nearly the
used and lhry were duly tak-

lhey were asked If
waat to go and talk with several
of the lawyers who were defend-
Ang. for the most pm without fees,
some of the innocent persons who
had fallen atoul of the loyalty ma-

German visitors.
there was no need for that. After
all. they now had the official point
of view,

This might not be sc serious — it
even has its comic aspect — if It
were not Indicative of the climate
of the time/ The fear of Commu-
nism and the Communist conspir-
acy both in fts realities and in
the semsationalism and suspicion
whipped up for partisan political
purposes, is encroaching on basic
American freedoms and rights.
Driven by this fear, we may be-
come like the totalitarianism we
profess to loathe.

The Myalty program under the
chairmanship of Richardson. a Re-
publican with views out of the ear-
Jy Coolidge era. has been carried
Ihrnulh mlmuuy and thoroughly.

ed at times
-un rxzmkve zeal, that is a furth-
er guarantee tha the individuals

found to be disloyal do mll,
resent the tiny drop of m
in the vast ocean

3ut the other day Secretary
Ceaumerce Charles h'y!r cut di-

!
i

clacing his lack of

the program. Senator George Ma-
lone of Ncn‘l, who has M,
p-n.menv. hh

mﬂd =
shrewd !d\“l:'lln of this

porters, saying he thought Congress
should modify the function of the
Citil Service Commision and givs ,
zovernment depariments the right |
to iire and fire emplos

six of the attitude of to-

ward Americans and thk question:

that arise in Ew minds

to whether American
has been

a
strength Iy
led

what to be-
lieve it is.

Middleton writes®

“‘The great weapon of the

United States in Its struggle with
the Soviet Union is not the atomic
or ECA. a Dutch diplomat
once told me. ‘It is that, with all its
fall.ngs. the United States stands
in the world for justice and free-
dom. As long as these exist and
their existence is demonstrated in
vour daily life, the free world will
turn to you for leadership. But' If
America, for fear or expediency,
denies these nunu then you —
and we—are
A "one can my to that
nt

All-Summer Plans Of Vogue'
Mightily Beguile The Rogue |

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
HAD BEEN mildly baffied, te—
cently, about how to
susmmer—torn between Switzeriand
an  air-conditioned bar
Third Ave. W there be such &

knit three cardigans and jumpers
ehildren, to

for the read all of
Troliope or the Waverly novels
egain. But even i you have no
mild regime, here are some small
things you might like to do. -
Making Prench Irregular Verbs
mine forever -seems rather rakish
for a married man, and 1 never
was much of a hand with a knit-
ting needie, even if 1 had cnlhr-n
1 died

alternate arrows in the quiver. So
1 uwu.m you would like to tm-

will spend my
nlnﬂl’mu’wld'ﬂdln Chase.
e » galion of cold soup and
put u m the refrigerator, with un-
There

G

|. a Illlbl switch here. 1 will make
allon gin,

it in the bathtub, and that will

with ginger. Pour American cham-

. add mint. Take

every morning. Go to

tea with friends of your mother's.

Wash sour pearls in loke warm
ater and sop f{lakes Play Pro-

Sotiev's symphony over five times,

Drew—Taft Is Daft To Call Me A Liar

if you feel like it"

t seems to be I am going to
be , with my
head olly and the part missing over
the bald spot and my heels rubbed
round and raw—with ginger n the
champagoe #nd mint in the toma-

3 washing my motaer's
friends in an air bath and
lea over iy plari, whh (he same
dull music going round and r
and milk-and-orange juice cummg
out here.

The book says I am supposed
1o fill » green glass bowl with pink
shells and pul it on the terrace
lM then tersely cmmlnﬂl
me to “try a canto of Dom Juan
1 guess they mean they are pub-
ting the stuff up in cantos now, in-
stead of fifths. That does not help
me out much with & direct ordef
to “rotate your ankles 25 times
ing." or to “make your-

1

tiste nightgowns.™
look sufficiently silly in pajamas,
and my ankles are strong enough
already.

Nor do I see why I have to have
Juncheon on a tray, under a tree,
n advised. or to read Jane Austin

& hammock. There are lots of
'nﬂhl‘hﬂe I.hml 10 be done in

is strictly a straight-chair suthor.
This thing sbout “get up at 8
donally

am occas see the se-,
cret part of rne d-y is sheer:
nonsense, 100 the “‘secret

part of the ds nvry day,

fore hitting the sack. and there isn't
anybody around but Billy Rose,
stickup men and people who bang
ashcans on the sidewalk. And birds,
all shouting at the top of their
Jungs.

Vogue also craves me “io figure
out why you admire whom you
admire,” and the answer is easy.
T admire the people who write the
copy for Vogue magazine. They
have restored my faith in elves,
and will keep me out of the
{his summer. which looks ke il
be pretty busy.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

JAST WEEK I wrote » eolumn about my differences with
4 Sepator Talt and others who had calied me a lar. in
the course of which column 1 promised I would further disg-
nose the Senator's denfals

Suice then, one editor has complained that 1 was like
the traveling man who dropped one shoe Joudly on the floor
and left the man below waiting nervously for the shoe
o fall =5 he could go to sieep

Well. the tiuth = that Senator Taft's staundh sgmurer

“After all” sayy Mrs. P.
ltke John Maragon. Parnell Thomas.
called you » liar. and then show that they went w " st
well, 1t makes people tNINk You wnt to send Senator TRt to

‘mnymhumumm

mil And 1 know you don’t mean anything lke that
Taft And McCarthy
COURSE

more he wanted McCarthy to take up ome case. then the
next. and so on.

“And the Semator didn't denv any of those stories™ [
tell the little woman. getting steamed up. “That was late
April. He waits until late April to deny my story of March
22 And why? Because his support of McCarthy boome-
ranged. By that time he could see McCarthy didn't have
asything and public seotiment was turning sour

whom do you believe™ I ask, “Your hero from
Obio or your husband?”

This, | admit. was a mean question to ask  However,
husbands hate 1o hate some means of seli-defense. and
M P. subsided

Stimson And Denials
Am'ARD I got to thinking about an incident which
b occurred when I was a young the State

50 ha asked the governments of
Chfle and Mexico for the use of their seaports as U. &
paval bases in case of war

Naturally he did this by private cable And when I
Teported that Mexico and Chule had offered us bases. Stim-
son stood up In his press conference and issued 3 catee
gorical denial

That everung. however he called me up m
and explained that he had to deny the story for
and Mexico would be indignant over the jeak
he was having trouble with tiw White House
Hoower was dead eppoeed Lo sticking out necks out in the

A

home
Chile

1 mmk also
where Herbert

Anyway. mp-l.h-hndmm!hlr-mwwﬂ
to deliver six to the South to contmue
«m:mmm-mmurumm
Mlﬂﬂﬁﬂlndlﬂlllnll_dldw

~tough speeches calling me names on the Senate
Mmhuwmmdmxnmmmuem-

Not only did six Republicans line up with the Soutn. bug
everyoue who watches the backsiage doings of the Senate, |
khows that a sub rosa understanding between the Repub- '
licans and Dixiecrats can always defeat the Administra- |
tion—and does so whenever it wants to xn fact. theyre at _‘
it right now wnm now the present. smooth-

conlition between Senators and Dixiecrats to chop

R T o the Truman budget.

Brannan’s Beetles i
FAST:MOVING Secretary of Agriculture Brannan ‘has|
established an ¥ fund to save 4

s forests
n-o- havel

8o while Congress dillydallied about authorizing money
for fighting the beetles, Brannan juggled his budget, created
an emergency fund and an army of sprayers are already
preparing to march against the bark beeties

Merry-Go-Round
LFHNC:‘WXLLJA)‘ O DOUGLAS who neas
climd S+ mountain in Oregon last vear, wi -imb

Himalayas n Tibet this Summer Ben J:'l:"t uo(r!:;

of Congressman Jack Javits of New York will run for the

Senate against Vivian Kellems of Connectieur the laay

who won't pay withholding taxes Both Republicans, they i

ve to Dattie 1t out I the prumars Mormon

the Sl: Lake Teiegram and

. Rews’ s Churcn puper .

dent Truman has Dot made up hy ’.r:m k,h:ln

the Basing Point Bil, but is l'l'h'!'uV inclined to agrer
with Semator Douglas of Ilhinots that the bill shoots the’

Anti-Trust Aet as full of holes as Swiss cheese Unlike

Wibst cabinet members, Secretary of the Interior ch:-n

welcomed the investigstion of Indian Affairs proposed bv

Senator Anderson of New Mexico Senator Ruseell of

Georgia vigorousls objected to the new draft bill in the

sececy of the Committee Room because it mmmw!

dor segregation of White and Negro troops.

nearly got killed




