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WHAT'S A CONTRACT -WORTH?

mwﬂ.byhﬂnluonmﬂinﬂthn..
are binding on both parties and hence

unlon, llm\lﬂhheldmvullﬂhh!orm-
mass action of its
Judge Ooldsbomu;h went on to declare
that union responsibility is the very foun-
dation upon which a union exists, He sald:

the
o,

signers must be responsible agents. A man  labor has to h
i eannot sign & eontract to dispose of the  Fix empiopee mas to Eive him catal or comme
i Pruperty of Aptes . ml):‘:‘ll of I -mu;;?;:’r-mmm
£ The ooal strike of 1945-50 has called into 50, the rule of Iaw which T have

question the whole structure of unlon- {nleay ther s Teeponsibiiity) then yunh:l'::

anagement labor Such con- ve among lawlessness, cl
:m Wn‘d on meo::::’um‘ 7% “m and ultimate anarchy. Then the unions will
have to be socialized. 1In other words, they
for the acts of its members, will have to be destroyed.

o can et e T contacs - That's_the point. “Orders” from the

o UMW were disobeyed, and disobeyed with

John L. Lewls has signed a new contract ympunity 1t the miners can flout the

with the coal producers. Ordinarily, one yery guthority that negotiftesand executes
i would assume, that the terms of the agree- {noir contract with the producers, how can
I ment would be adhered to until the €X- ynyone be sure the contract will be ad-
I piration date. In this case, such &1 &3- pered to? What would prevent the miners
t sumption would: be. risky. from “agreeing individually” to leave the
| When & Federal Court injunction was ity up some time in the future?
I fssued against the UMW calling for a0 " por the fnterested observer, the coal
] end to the atrike, Mr. Lewls and his 1esser v produced a good many things to
| officials went through all the motlons of  yonger about, such as whether or not the
| ordering the men back to work. The miners  pinery could be counted on for & depend-
did not budge. Unlon officlals contended  ypje yupply o coal in case of war, and
before Judge Keech that the men were ypyher or not a non-union coal miner has
! scting as tndlviduals in exerclsing thelf uny “rignts at all in this country, espe-
Fight to work or not work as they chose.  c1yi1y tne right to work if he wants to.

The Justice Department was elther un- 1, wqqition, the strike produced one cer-
able or unwilling to > er-:nlnn 're;zn" tainty:
sidllity. In the abeence of such proo “It's a poor discipline, as well as a poor
Keech declared the UMW not gullty of 1o *ihat qoesn's work both ways. It the
contewpt. By 2o doing. he rejected the un. guthority that orders the miners out
principle laid down by Judge GOldsBorough o strike can't order them back to work,
in 108 that: and get them back to work, what's a

Bo long as & unlon is. functioning as & Unlted Mine Workers contract worth?
CRACKING THE WHIP

by Governor Scott, the mem-  In langusge about as abrupt and tough as

bers of t,hn N. C. Utilities Commission  His Excellency uses. In only one respect
have quit “dragging their feet” and are be-  was there any Indication of leniency: the
ginning to bear down on the telephone Commission made it plain that companies
companies. would not be forced to expand beyond their

In one day. the cracked the king ability, and that
whip twice: the consumers were going to have to pay

1L In Mellh. 1t 1ssued an order requir- for better service.
ing the Central Telephone Company to  That is as it should be. No one expects
tmprove services In Wilkes County. & public utility to operate at a loss. But

2. In Gibsonville, three Commissioners the people do expect, and demand, that
heard & number of complaints about the utilitles serve them according to thelr
phone service provided by the Cenlnl ne«h -nﬂ their abllity to pay.

Carolina Telephone Company, & good many years, the Utllities
hul-n-pdnlld.hm cumnl-ln served as a rubber stamp,
and extending service. spending most of its time hearing, and

It the Commi wu still smarting then approving, petitions for rate increases.
from the Governidr's jabs and pokes, 1t Its new and more positive role is plumu
gave no sign of it. Its orders were couched becoming.

AY, if everything goes along on he is being given a clear field to call

schedule, Senator McCarthy of Wis- names and otherwise document his “tips"
copsin will get his chance to “put up or and “reports”.

shut up” as the wags say. Perhaps the Senator has something.

For several weeks now the Wisconsin Perhaps he will really wove that the State
solon has been tralpsing across the na-
tion hurling charges that the State De- 1- harboring members of the Communist
partment is honeycombed  with card- Party. Certalnly an experienced politiclan
holding Commies. He has used different 1s unlikely to get s0 far out on a limb in °
figures in his varlous blasts, but not.once an election year fust to grab headlines.
has he given any names or atforded any But If he doesn't, he might as well put
proof. on his hat and head back to Wisconsin,

McCarthy is scheduled to be the first His stature, which Is insignificant now,
witness before & subcommittee of the will shrink even more if this proves to be &
Senate Forelgn Relations ‘Committee. And flasco.

A LAST CHAPTER FOR ‘SPOON RIVER’
‘And there is the silence of age, was hope and searching and evidence that
Too full of wisdom for the tongue o utter there is nobility in man.
t s Masters was the forerunner of such men
In .words intelligible to those who have ' s Sinclair Lewis, whose “Main Street” fol-
not lved lowed the path Masters cut through the
“front” and hypoerisy of small town life.
Ths orest ranos of ‘te. i . And for a time Masters' star rode high.
2 —Edgar Lee Masters, “Sllence™  pyp yng time came—not long after “Spoon
riteifiy River” was published in 1915—when
Wlm' he died at 81 this week EARAT Masters lost that brooding, searching in-
Lee Masters was a shambling, un- tensity that made “Spoon River” great. He
productive old man, worn in body and tutned back to the classics, to Swinburnian
mind by years of sickness. Even when. & prettiness and Vietorian blindness—and
few years ago, he lived in a Charlotte ho-  Masters was no longer a mafor writer.
tel he was through as a writer, pitiful a5 Poems and biographies and novels con-
only & great figure fallen can be PItul.  tinued to come from his typewrlter—even

But there was a time . .. a wonderful, into the ‘fortles when his hands shook and
vigorous time when his name grew from &  his Insight lost Its sharpness—but they
casual comment in Chicago to a great were not the work of the man who reached
shout that echoed over the world and into the darkness of our lives and shook
served as a nllyln' cry for a whole gen- loose our hidden evils, -
eration of writel Somewhere Edgar Lee Masters lost his

In 1915 and lor the deeade to follow, way on the path to the Grall and now he
Edgar Lee Masters was to be the Galahad can foin his memorable “Petit, the Poet"
for & band of lterary knights see beneath a tombstone, another and final
the Grall of human nobllity in the little chapter in the anthology.
people of our nation.

A champlon of truth—more often & A Hill County farmer brought his wife to
bitter-sweet truth—Masters used the pain- * Jackson the other day for confinement in
ful knowledge of his years of experience the Whitfield Mental -Hospital. “T fust
25 & eriminal lawyer to lay bare the séul can't understand what got Into Mamle.” he
of & town In his volume of free verse, sald “She hadn't been out of the kitchen
“Bpoon River Anthology.” more than two or three times in 30 years.

We were all In “Spoon River"—that —Jackson (Miss.) Daily News.

« huddled, ingrown midwestern town. We H .
were the petly, the pompous; the benevo-  Occullsts warn that it's dangerous to
lent and the brave; diseased and de- rub your eyes. When you get your income
pravedgy the longing and lost souls that tax figured up, just pinch yourself.—Fort
rested under the tombstones of Spoon Myers (Fla.)"News Press.
River's cemetery. ——
| We saw in the defeat of the Ideals of the We heard & man say the other day that
. /#ood of Spoon Rlver the defeat of all one of a woman's chief pleasures lies in
ideals; the sick minds and broken bodies lelting a man talk her into doing some-
" of Bpoon River were mirrored In every thing against her will, and then throwing
| small fown, In every large city. There was

it up to him the rest of his lite—Lamar
(Mo.) Democrat.
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Harassment Instead Of Force

That ‘Toothless’ FEPC Bill

(An Editorial from The Greenville (S.C.) Pledmont)
SOUE spporters of me Truman Administration

denounced the watered-down version of the
Fair Employment Practices Gommisslon bill passed
by the House of Representatives as a “fraud, a sham
and & Thw omplained that it was such
because it lacked “tee! t provides no machinery
Tor enforcing tha fiats of the ommation 1 creates,
except “conciliation and persudsion.

Opponents of the Administration’s civil rights pro-
gram insist that they, in effect, defeated the measure
by pulling s “teeth” before It was and sent
on to the Se

3 xm contention unz u.u stands m-

amount
browbeating of employers.

Uritation and just plain

1t by some chance the
bill should bec law, any commission President
‘Truman would appoint could be counted on to use
every fota of authority it could draw.from the law,
or assume, lo plague mh)’tn.

Blﬂl is & detatled d explanation of the FEPC bil a3
‘ the He

It creates a hlr Employment Practice Commis-
alon, to be composed of five persons, whose terms in
the first instance shall be staggered from one to five
years. The President would designate the chairman
and could remove any member “for neglect of duty
or malfeasance in office.” The bers could not
work at other Johl lnd would be paid $12,000 a year.

The would be duty-bound to bring
about the removal of discrimination in regard to hire
or tenure, tefms mb ot mndllhmlrnl employment, or union

ause of race, ¢ color!

1. By mlllﬂ( mmpnnuulve studies o wuch dis-

feren

tice of by and
persuasion.”

The bill also livu Lol member of the commise
sion power to issue uiring the mmq-

nas “req:
ance 'and testimony of withesses and the producti
of any evidence relating to any investigation, pnx«d
ing or hearing before the commission, its mmbu-.
such

Indians
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Science Plots New Terrors
For Edification Of SIeepers

By ROBERT C. RUARK

the
T e
cent experiments at

of North Carolina — an alma mater
can Inve back. Jack
B

proving that you can »n uv know-
fedse while 304 slecp, and T think

s ty.

ool verily, hath murdered

Ik!p.mln‘!ﬂlul refugee against

the tumult of his times. Nature's

sweet been re-

uud to & cramming session in
.nul:ndl for the

mnnd pundits, the spell-
binders and the hucksters. Accord-
ing to Mr. Ratcliff, a dean among
the scientific scribblers, the all-
night radio station for the edifica-
tion of sleepers s just around the

corer.

Here Is where 1 stand up on

hind legs and yu
one of the

few commodities of our time that

b y taxes or

aner at his peers in this depart-
men!

'Po date the sacred state of
slumber has been impervious to
the rasping of the singing com-
mercials, the orations of Henry
Wallace, the mooing of the crooners

and the stinging re
& disenchanted . Sleep s
where you go when you can't af-

ford a night club or 2 tip to Parts
or a short pi the pool-
Foom. T want the selentita b lave
it the hell alone.

1 do not shill for the goofball in-
dustry when I come out fatly in
favar of | sleep. I
matter of pure slfishness. { s

iream man who does not wish
nu meey- 0 the siars comupted
course in economies or & diss

joeku s incantations.
ts have shown that it
you Whisper in the ear of a aleeper,

5 BV et
St Bl &
o of woulp o & 1Y sat:
"Gy s ted this

assault
while he gritted his teeth and rum.
led the counterpane.
P porecast for this fresty tnvasion,

a minimum of wal tme. You
feed the victim & few ampules

calculus while and on
the morrow to. invent

has just got to be the O-bomb, or
oxygen abrasive. This we don't
need, sither.
FAR ENOUGH

The world is full of smart-alecks,
already, and I see no need for in-
creasing the amperage of arro-
gance by slipping the |kiddies
lhnulm-(lvﬂlb while they slum-
ber. Lat thom gat Maraia ca.the
day shift, T say, and th
duce the number “of bulgeddomes

who will prescribe us o our even-
tual doom.
Let us also limit the potential

victims of the spellbinders, to wak-
ing hours. It would be frightful

punishment to have cowu-
sional Record, t mo:m
arry Truman, read into he hdp-

e
pretty one or baby wakes up with-
out a skullful of indoctrinat
short-waved at us by the propa-
gandists for everything.

Bonn Government Not Allowed
To Work As Governing Body

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

BONN, Germany

JPROBABLY THE births and re-
births of nations sre never
dramatic. If you read

agent or agency

Attendance of witnesses and m- production of
evidence “may be required from any place within
fhe area of the U. . District Court th which the
hearing is h 1d."

The bill provides that “in cuc o! contumacy of
refusal to obey a subpoena person.,” any
Federal district court shall have .umnrﬂy to require

Ielated to the investigation, and that fallure
1o obey such an order may be punished as & con
ltmpl of that court.

The bill further says no penon shall be excused
from attending and testitying In such an FEPC hear-
ing or from producing documentary or other evidence

n cindience a.0 aibfom u the grounds that the.
tanidmcnzion uired of him may tend to
;nemm.u h.ll‘ or subject him (0 & penally or for-

But it also says that no individual shall -be
rosecuted or subjected to any pemuy or forfelture
o0 account. of “any transaction or thing con:
cerning which he is compelled, l!llr h‘ﬂnl elﬂmm
his privilege against self-incrimination,
evidence." This, however, does not exempt
him from .prosecution for perjury committed in so
testifying.

The bill says the commission shall mue D -ped-l
Qiscrimination

study or investigation of

Sectons of the country and of the'effect or such d
crimination and of the best methods of eliminating
it

2. By formulating, in co-operation with other
“Interested public and private agencies” Ehaprehen-
sive plans for the elimination of such discrim

3. By publishing reports and “other Inlnmnlnn‘

relating to such Jiscrimination and to ways and means
of eliminating

By frm!!rrin( co-operating with and furnish-

Ing technical assistance to employers, labor uniony

and other private and public agencies In formulating

and executing policies and Programs for the elimina-

tion of such discrimination.

elving

provides that any person who “shall foreibly
resat of Intérters with an menper o the commission
or anv of its agent o agencies in the performance of
dutles” pursuant to the measure shall be punished by
a fine of not more than
e bill rays its terms shall mot soply to the
U. 8. Atomic Energy Commission or any of its con-
tractors or licensecs, And It txcludes. from iis pro-
viion anv persan clied by the U, S. Attorney General
or the FBT as being a Communist or Communist-front
organtzation.
ERES no denying that the objective which pre=
Donenis of the FEPC hypocriticaly sy it s do g

charging any such dhmmlnulon and by investigating
om-rl;:’m where it belleves such diserimination is

6. By making specific and detalled recommenda-
tons 1o Interested parties In any such case as to
wavs and means of eliminating any such discrimina-
tion.

rl\al: Dill says that nlkr the mmx of_any written
complaint the mmmm of the commission shall

signed t a worthy one.
is"entitled t equal Justice and cconamic.oppOFUTIEY
recardiess of his race or creed, but the rights of one
cltizen cannot be guaranteed by denying basic rights
1o an

ertainly, an emplover should have thie" right &
select employees suitable to him in and
e should be. able to make. pure.thet Bis employees
I ocongental s 4 group. It they are not, thelr ef-

e PEPC bill for »

Dproposed
ts objective h -mnx And_the toot

te
nnd it he finds mrrr is “probable cause” to

the complaints are justified “he shall lmmcdllllly
endeavor to eliminate the unlawful employment prac-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

less PEPC | hlll Is as bad as anv, for it would. merely
substitute harassment m force. Needless to say,
the Senate should kill it

TON

, Dicture and its details are

Sen. Maclay's diary, you will find
mn the mzmberu ol uur first can

were preaccup)
-nh the d(meumu nr getting umr
ew York, as
with the sreat pmblm of the new
Ammun republic. Certainly there
nothing very stirring ‘onuulur'
uce about the n«blrﬁh y
that is going on here %
The 400 or 'yen and trades
union officlals, farmers and busi-

nessmen, all earnestly,

blurred and a little sad.
Yet If you talk to enough of these
who have assembled

ins Ml

srirdn little
lior

bleakly tells his visitors,

rmans
now at least “know what to avoid."
.

ance, however, the extremists are

Jess conspicuous and mnu-nuu in
the Bundestag at Bonn than
own Congress.

Indeed, after a eouph of ﬂmln
interviews, one

nce under Richelieu
until the final aernz of Napoleon
the French soug! Tun Eu-
Tope on e lven(e of mz evel
thirty or forty years.
Paris, Prince Blucher

Clay. But the defeat of Napoleon
lhel-u marked the mq of
imperialism- in

uu same way, the deteat of
Hitler and the inst

Germany un Napoleon's
cuumly it would be dif-
Teat 1o imagine any. government
more lacking the wiil to

work. The aommlc altticulties of

n a1
-xpenzncnd 1nx|ulon economic
crists, m pageantry ar
Nazism, ﬂd\uln
victory, -na the terrible n-my or
total ‘defeat. They now have
somewhat Imeumnl aim of “not
going uu-wm any of that again.”
The symbol of their determina-
uau and the apparent proof that
determination is shared by the

recruiting & new civil service, and
solving the most appalling econom-
ic problems, are - unimaginably
great. Perhaps this  Soveeamany
will not work after

)

itics. a3
written about the revival of Ger-
man nations e Hedlers and
the undoubtedly there,
on the uxnt of B tag

ton. So 100 s & notably
tiny Communist fraction.

ury of the people of
'hen the llllu of 1815 mnly de-
cided to return to their owners
Works of ‘art that Napoleon nad
stolen from every capital in Eu-

Tope.
The Boon experiment can probe
-hly be successful if the new

will
surely fatl if this new government
i made to seem a mere vehicle

for continuing the punhnment of
Germmy for the crime of the war,

Agents Go To Work After Tax Exposes

T LOOKS as If the U. 8. attorneys, some of them hitherto
phiegmatic about prosecuting income-tax frauds, were now
getting to work.

On Jan. 20 this column published the sordid*details of &
hold-up scheme bv which five Internal Revenue agents in
New York City stook down Federal taxpayers who either had
violated the tax laws. or else wanted to avold tax argument.

The column mea dates, names and places regarding
these shakedowns. raised the question as to why this
tvpe of !rnud had not m pros
lx\rld
of 'ral Revenue Collection District,
and'a {rlrl\d of certain high- -up Democratic politicians,

‘nally, on N.r:h 3. six weeks after the column expose,
the me men were indicted.

Acheson Passes Deadly Test

A TALL MAN with an elegant mustache and a soft, cul-
ured voice went through a special Vlrkt\‘ u! hell in

. (IIIV smoke-filled Senate room’the other Y.

Is agonvy was there for the ’ﬂﬂd to “k‘h Claring
cameras stared at him. Reporters scribbled notes. Hostile
words picked at him savagely. No'tempers flared or volces
rm It was \Pry volite and vety. very deadly,

Dean Acheson, Tetary pf State, sat before the
mighty Senate Appmpﬂznnm Committee and an intent
audience.

‘The test began when urb-ne Sen. Bl\lﬂ( !ﬂa.e- of New
Ramoahire. casially aged:

“Yes.” the Secretary sald, quietly, “T think probably so.”
He parried the thrust and was on guard again for the next

“Would you say a friend of & person who is & memiber
; it

of a C
ruk*'

tst front would be & security
e audierce was watehing with awed imlnlllm woum
|hr s«uun of State fall into the trap me
for keeps. Acheson, still in the low, ¢ ool volce, said, 1t alt
depends on whether the person would know what his friend
was up to."
Senator Bridges was playing the role of the charming
Wyer trying to draw the witness out. The roomiul was
waiting for him to say those two words, “Al Bus

Brldcu sald, mllm; plc-nmly. “Would you say
# person -ho known, for instance, to have given material
classified xnn In defense of Alger

Capital News Capsules

PWAN SLAMS DOOR—It happened IIIu time ago, but
it's still significant that the President had a meeting

mmmihmkmmhwmm

come out of the White House as a result of its face-lifting.
President Truman at one time indicated these

destroyed to prevent a black-market trade among souvenir
collectors. - (He has been deluged with requests from people
wanting pleces of the original White House.) A Congressional
committee. on_ the other hand. proposes giving the bricks
to museums, er. sentiment is growing to auction off
the bricks to the highest bidder and use the money for &
school for homeless boyx on the Potomac, in honor of George
Washington. Though he always wanted sons, the father o
our country never had any childre

AILED ‘M

slovakia, where mq were being held fq

missionaries o of fail in c-cho-
or- alleged
ambassador had to threaten

rel
Mormon converts left behind in Caecho-

Merry-Go-Round
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