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ACHESON'S CRITICS

mrmu here and there into one of the
it-all  tell -1t -all

"Nnrl Letters” the other day, we ran

across this paragraph:

"Acheson is honest and in most matters
he is entirely competent. Trouble with him
is that he's high-brow, intalectual. lacks
common touth, also horse sense. His popping
off on Hiss was just a big dumiblunder”

Several things about that blurb are of
more than passing interest.

First of all, honesty and competence are
rather unusual attributes In our national
leaders these days, and we would think
them deserving of more enthusiastic rec-
ognition than this particular dope sheet
gave.

Secondly, we are not quite sure that
beine “high-brow” and “intellectual” are
deticiencies In & Secretary of State. After
all, he lives In a high-brow, intellectual

atmosphere, and would be somewhat of a
misfit if he were low-brow and ignorant.

be more grievous
to us they

But the crowning touch was that slur on

Acheson’s “blunder”. This particular news
letter pulled one of the biggest blunders of
the century last year. It not only confi-
dently predicted Dewey’s election, but had
prepared a speclal booklet telling .U. S.
businessmen what. to expect from the new
Dewey  Administration.  Advertisements
Ppjugging that booklet ran in national mag-
azines a couple of days after Truman's
re-election was assured—and the motive
behind its publication, we are confident,
were somewhat less unselfish and less
Christian than those which prompted
Acheson’s remarks about Hiss.

We would pass this up as unworthy of
editorial comment were It not so typleal
of’the continuing campalgn of insinuation
and innuendo agalnst Secretary of State
Acheson, a campaign carried on by people
who are intellectually and politically his
inferlors, and who neither understand nor
want to participate In a sincere and lofty
effort to repalr the damages of a shattered
world while guarding it against Com-
munism.

It is not often that we can attract men
of real abllity to government service. When
1¢ does happen, we should discount the
oblique attacks upon them by small-bore
politiclans and Washington “experts”.

SECRETS ON CAPITOL HILL

W MUCH of the affalrs of govern-

ent should be kept secret among
administration lesders and how much
should be released to the public? And
how long may the Government keep a
secret abdbout foreign policy, & policy af-
fecting the lives of us all?

These are some of the questions raised
by James Reston, able New York Times
diplomatic correspondent, in an article in
this month's Atlantic Monthly.

In the article, “Secrecy and the Report-
er”, Reston declares:

“The Government of course mus: protect
fts nﬂl:,: private discussions s0d_prirata

disclosure in certain n-wauou can Be serie

“But the people have to b"‘n:tfhu‘l;“::

of
I.nlm t:nmﬂvnmm:; :rm arnnr-rm [3
could to keep informing them.
complex our problems become, the nmn dln-
Rerous they become, then the miore they must
be explained to the people; bui the opposite
procedurs now prevalls.”

While calling Dean Acheson our “ablest
Becretary of State . . . since Henry L,
Stimson”, Reston regrets that Acheson and
other administration officlals feel com-
pelled to play “cops and robbers” with the
press. The administration (cops) tries to
conceal Information; the press (robbers)
tries to disclose it.

‘Who is right? ‘l'hs press or the admin-

“It seems to me. if public opinion Is to
retain anything but the power of protest after
the event, the reporter has to move inty ac-
tion much earller in lhr development of policy
than formerly, . The State Department would
like to keep him out of the picture until the

of an agreement 18 reached with other
countries and the tentative agreement is sent

to Capitol Hill: but by then policy has crys-
tallized so muchthat aggressive reporting of
the facts could in some instances upset

whole series of applecarts. . But it lh!
Government will not make an effort to try to
nform the people, then 1 think it is the re-
Dorter’s duty 1o do the best he can to inform
hem, ., "

Reston indicates two reasons for the
n secrecy:

(1) Acheson and other officlals are Just
plain_ornery about reporters, think the
press would rather have the story first
than have it right.

(2) Offielals try to hide Information as
much as possible because they do not quite
know where they are going.

There is no answer In the back of the
book for this question: it cannot be solved
with a snap of the fingers. There is too
much truth on each side

Yet, as members of the public, we do
feel quite heipless in the shaping of our
own destintex. If there is to be war, the
people will not have had thelr say about
it. War, If it comes, will be upon us before
Congress has a chance to consider it. The
decisions now being made in Washington
— In secret. most of them — are the de-
cislons which will mean war or no war;
and the most Important of recent declsions
~— the go-ahead on hydrogen bomb' con-
struction — not only did not get to the
peaple, it didn't even get to Congress.

This Is not & happy time for freedom. A
democratie government, responsible to the
people, 1s a bulky government compared
to the aplit-second authority of the Com-
munist dictatorship. But it is still a dem-
ocratic govérnment. responsible, to  the
people; it will require the active and In-
formed Interest of the people to keep it
democratie.

LAUGH AND THE WORLD LAUGHS

NEW YORK — A group of College of the
Clty of New York students have organized
The Laughter Soclety. They meet
Thursday—80 or more of them—and gather
in a circle. Then they sit and look at one
another. for a while. Comes the first laugh
and then they're off—sometimes for an_hour
and a b —News Item

PR
RE are mm people up In New

York's City College, see? About 80 of
them and they get together every Thurs-
day, see? And-they sit In-a-big circle and
hunh-hunh just sit there and hunh laugh.
No reason, see? They just lke to hunh
snfft laugh.

Now you might think tha ridiculous

From The Asheville Citizen

'Iﬂi! LATE O. Max Gardner made many
wise and generous benefactions in his
will. One of them, the annual O. Max
Gardner Award, which goes this year to

. Robert E. Coker, best typifies Max
Gardner's progressive spirit and his un-
swerving devotion to North Carolina. It
recognizes “that member of the faculty
of the Consolidated University, who, dur-
ing the current scholastic year, has made
the greatest contribution to the welfare of
the human race.”

Dr. Coker is thus a natural choice for
this award. Fifty years a teacher and
public servant, he is professor emeritus of
zoology and director of the University's
Institute for Fisheries Research & De-
velopment. His book This Great and Wide
5ea won last year's Mayflower Award. His
classrooms won ‘to learning and a broad
outlook on life successive generations of
students at Chapel Hill.

As. blologist and zoologist Dr. Coker has
given North Carolina a new lease on one of *
its oldest yet most underdeveloped natural
resources. Twenty-one counties lie by the
Atlantic and give this stale salt water
boundaries unexcelled anywhere north of
Florida. But our fisheries lndnd-ryhu in its
infanoy, or perhaps in a second childhood
of redevelopment. At Morehead City Dr.
Coker and his staff have conducted tireless

ha-ha-hunh waste of heee time. just sit-
ting there nftnft laughing. Sometimes
they sit there for hunh an hour and h!”
an hour and a half.

But this huh huh student named huh
Mlllol’l Luchan—he’s the ha ha fnt “sul-
tan” of the Laughter hawww Soclety says
“With the ho ho world in the ha hee state
It’s in, there a ho hee ha crying need for
haww-haww ho laughter.”

8o they all get huh-huh-huh together.
They ho-ho sit down and start haww haww
heee looking at hup-hup-hee-haw laugh-
Ing at heee one haww haww another and
haww haww hee ho ho nft nft.

MAN OF THE SEAS

and priceless Investigations Into the un-
tapped treasure of the ocean. A paragraph
in the citation which accompanies the
Gardner Award sheds interesting light on
this activity:

Challenged by the basic facts that the seas
Gover T0 per cent of the surface of the earthr
that an average square mile of ocean con-
tains ‘about twice &8 much tonnage of lving
matter as an average square mile-pf land,

and that man gets less than one per cent of
his food from the seas. Dr. Coker has crusaded

the population. the methods of capture ad
the distribution of the products of the se

One day—who knows?—we may have to
turn from our exhausted lands to a literal
“farming” of the oceans for more food and
greater employment. Robert E. Coker. of &
line of distinguished South Carolina Cokers
famed as teachers and soil researchers, is
steadlly pointing the way to greater op-
portunity for his people across an old but
neglacted lrvn

There {8 more falk about getting the
Reds out of the government than there is
about getting the government out of the
red.—Pittsburg (Tez.) Gazette.

Baseball fans will soon begin to read the
morning newspapers agaln.—Coffeyvills
(Miss.) Courier,
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Peoples Platform

Needed: A Truckers Depot

Acheson and his planners con-
cluded that if Carnera-like defeats
in the cold war were to be pre-
vented, “total diplomacy” was re-
quired, with the American Govern.
ment capable of acting qulckl].
flexibly and with authority. The
question was how

e
Dept.’s first proposal was that the
authority of the Natlonal Security
Council  should be greatly ex-

| was submitted to

orf
Det, it was pointed out, except the
‘Attorney General, would simply
wear different hats as members of
the NSC. Authority would thus be
as diffuse as ever, and moreover
the essential strategic function of
the NSC would be weakened.
proposals have also been
naidered and rejected, including
a odd ides that 'Pn asury Secre-
ury John Syder,
Tre

Advuo d become
the cold war's economie high com-

ander. The Budget Bureau Is
principally responsible for the new
plan now under serious considera-

Genius Needed To Plan For

Total Diplomacy’s Economy
% By STEWART ALSOP ~

Onu an
evolved, the
ve

woul
serics of peoblems which
convenientl: shoved

§ap. the British ster

Genluses are rare in Government
these days. And lus

But the mere fact that the pro-
posal outlined above is being seri-
ously considered suggests that busie
ness-as-usual may be coming to an
end. At least ideas are

to germinate in what has been &
desert of inertia.

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tz Ni

Ews:
OBTAIN the QM. Depot is & wise move. May I  to be
est, if the City gets the Depot, to tum It
Into & ceniralised truckers® depot?

aterial welfare merely ways to make us Into serv-
ants of a dictatorship?” Do the American people want

people? or do they, like other countries,

It's Time To Stop Being

1t will pay its own under this system.
It wil move up tratfic. Have all lorge (raller” ucks
to enter designated truckers' lanes. they enter

the City leading direct to this depot, pass a law
that Do trucks over five-ton capacity can make
deliveries anywhere in the Citv at any time. 15

From a political viewpoint “the land of the free,
the

and lhe home of the brave" is fast.moving into

erations of Americans boasted s van!
i

e New Dealers really want us to be fres
from fear? Perhaps, in their drive to socialize Amer-

ica, they do. Perhaps, they don'

of history. The freedom of which other gen-
1sh:

Simple About Accusations

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

will not only move up traffic, it will save the City
thousands of dollars from wear and tear an pave-

At the present time nme big freight trucks block
traffic all over town only & question of time
when this will be done -u over the natian, why not

~ALBERT L. BOYLE JR.

E REWARDS and penalties of

and has completely cleared him.
hat seems to have

“It wasn't Phineas Taylor Barnum but Abraham  past more or less balanced off g o
Lincoln. Barnum's best known: “There’s a sucker  If the pay tended to be small Ofders, with the association's rep-
born every minute,” which may be just as spplicable  and the ralses rigidly fixed by Tesentative. This poct "'“h‘lw
to Mr. Boyle's point. —Editors, The News, Civil Service, there was security X8 confidential fle, but whea

let Charlotte take the lead in establishing a central-

the whole file wi

ized truckers’ depot? °';:;’,‘:; ’°“‘u:‘$d‘;‘,““h":“,:"‘: reason for the cantact was obe
tn make an m?.'ﬁiu’lﬁiri"i,ﬁﬁ;.?““ round e Forget The H-Bomb! Bu new tamrds haw been T e st canem
o i CHARLOTTE  added that.are likely for many o A related c against X con-
G IANTIRE, rs. Tue News: outweigh the hope lecurity,  cerns s part In bringing into "'f
Amierican people and the world are long over-  There is the ﬂln(e' of public department Y, who was st
How About Kimbro? due for truth andWects out of our nation's capital.  ‘denunciation under the cloak of iy Touws Aln-Amationn B

CHARLOTTE =Never in all the history of the world since creation onal immunity. Svities Committe and dac! s
“This can fall 0ut of the blue on  {€Stify on the ground of self-in- |

Editors, Tz N
HAVE h«n vndln: in The News that 50 or more
Charlotteans have requested parole for James P,
Elliott, which Is all right, but T dont see anything
in favor of Kimbro. It seems he deserves a chance as
well as Elliott: T would like them both to be paroled.
h

tral Intelligence, deal! with ll-
L:;\:l«;”hlkm! l:ll::vnuhlllhm to see how many- (T e spreading. Lt 3 ling
¥ _HARVEY THREATT. In ihis article T am going to give You & feW  some instances making “M

Selling Poison
CHARLOTTE

] WoxpeEr what you think of & city that makes
it legal to sell a hablt forming drug for revenue

then has to buf

-ddum

ild a hospital to take care of the

e vote to make It lecal to sell potson or to
neu are we ot sharing In the evil?
~ROSE BLANTON.

Losing Our Freedom

Editors, Twe Nrws:
S America Imm‘ its freedom? No politician ever
stands before the public and with plain language

CHARLOTTE

have the pecple been deccived and misled such as
they are today.

know the truth, and they use this all-time modern
equipment to spread deception, confusion, fear and

muntsm. which all belongs to Communism, right
out of our own capital and use the tax payers money

facts about
nvnmm batched up with thelr sclentific imagina-

nm
%o have been lesd to belleve, and the hydrogen
Editors. Twe Ni bomb 15 b
been told that the hydrogen bomib would be a thou-
sand times
was capable of destroving all humanity from the
face of the earth. We have approj
for the dream boys 1o waste in throwing a fear Into
the ¢mfd(an people which {5 absolutely unfounded.

1so

i you that thev has
into the heartaches of man~ who remember the last
war, someone said.to me, they would rather be un-
der Joe Stalin than the hvdrogen bomb. They ad-
mit that they have not made ajhydrogen bomb, thev
don't know I they can make

We have never been better equipped to

anyone regardless of how guilt-
less' he may have been.
apecial hazard for those who must
work In one of the, departments,
such as State or Defense, or Cen-

crimination. Y was in the dej

Tt'is a ment only a few months, having

the “scare-crow bomb our high pald
the"atom bomb s hot as destructive as
Just a dream. As you all know, we have

more powerful than the atom bomb, and 1 have

4 millions

imember the New Deal

thrown the hydrogen fear

one, -na now they

with persons conn

cases” {llustrates

this hazard. Let's call it Case X.

looked Into Case X as
thoroughly as possible and it has
given me some idea of what ft
means for a man
his own innocence to live under
the threat of a denunciation that
can blast his career:
refutation of the
quite catching up with the initial
blast.

As a result of his war record,
X was assigned in the State
to deal with a matter

A charge agalnst X ree |
lates to the contemplated employ- |
ment of Z, whom department se. !
curty ‘fticers considered. s oune-
ful’ security risk. After long de- |
lay X was given the unpleasant |
duty by his superiors of telling Z
that he should not wait for possi- N
ble clearance but should take a
university job that had been of-
fered to him. X had never known
Z before and has never seen him
since.

Looking Into this case, T am con-
vinced X was doing nothing mors
than his duty under the direction

convinced of

the formal
charges never

e Dept.
r touchy from

" tells hic listeners that he s

trying his level best to

take their freedom from them. If he campalened tn

this manner, his chances of being elected would be
nil.

However, human thinking is funny. Deep in
the recesses of mortal thought there is an idea of
A material Utopla. When the politiclan tells his
listeners that Jihe New Deal is the instrument by
which this ma! ummn can be attained, does he
Teally believe 1 m-r such the
people who vote for me material Utopla really be-
lieve that such can be made & re Amyv
Years ag m sald in part, “You can fool
of the time."* ' Mister Barnum
uld happen to-a nation if this

e up the majority of the voters
ew Deal speaks of freedom from want,

political snarls that reach into every phase of our

admit serious doubts 1f it can be m
Guestion:  Are they trying to. |

Stalin? The G

can never use i, 1o forget the H-bom!

—P. C. DER

up.n- us to

C"mmvmkm and shake hands with Jos

assures me that they will

never make that kind of a bomb. and if they do they
b,

the viewpoint of both forelgn and
domestic policy. He was directed
by his superior to work with the
Tepresentative of ap rivate assocta-
tion lnvolud in trying to heln solve
this probl

THE

The People's Platform is avatlable to any
reader who cares to mount . Communica-
tions should be less than 300, words type-
written if possible, and on only one side of
the paper. Libel and obscenity\will be de-
Irted—othercise anything goes. Each letter
must be signed.—Editors, THE Nrws.

Over a period of several years
X, and his superiors. worked
closely with this individual who
®as helpful and reiiable. X never
ad any reason to suspect that
the man was in any way related
to Communism, aithough security
officers apparently had the repre-
aentative of the private associa-
tion under suspicion. On the basis
of this official relationship X stands
Accused. The State Dept. has in-
vestigated and re-investigated X

of his superiors. E\'m i Z and Y
later became Communists. and
there s no pmol that they did,

“X should n convicted on the
basis of -nn ay have happened
after h ton with them,

The time has come o be less sim-
ple-minded about such matters,
We seem willing to
one who confesses he

tmhrlee anye
has been a

np«ublmy’ ln this  dangerous
world we must learn that ap.
pearances are not always what
they seem to be.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
INGTON

A DELUOE of mail has poured into this ollu:e melv out-
lining ideas on how to win peace. This mall highlights
one of the most important problems faced by Government—
80 far largely neglected—how to mobilize the energy of mil-
lions of Americans behind the prosale goal of peace.

It is easy to mobilize durh . ‘There is an urgency,

peace. lll.l.llhty have of late,
the mt of us go back to-fight all over sg:

it late, however, .hmnumbvnolme American peo=
ple -rr e setting vigorows In mm duum um uuy be al-
lowed to play some part in & the pes They re-
alize that peace I3 ule !he md a hlll- ﬁﬂd« here lnﬂ -
little erodes there, until international past are all

small gulley jtarts eroding that you
h.u to begin patching up both your pastures and the peace.
Realizing American

this, the would like to b
& little bit more in preventing wars rather tmn merely
fighting to win “nlmruayh.

started. The problem
‘advantage of this vas good-

Murshall Plan Of Ideas
'DOUBTEDLY the stream of peace

ld-u which hln deluged this writer since a brief e
llnn.a\l'lﬂlto.lhn"lﬂupllhmumalld
wtnmm

to

theie ldeas may not be practical,
mmdlmnuuu lptmnuncmemnauum-nnn
passion for peace. Some fall back on religion,
fine in the western of the world, but neglecis the x-n
lu -unb Russia, the

of the Government is to take
boundless energy.

ég
E

Tragedy is that instead of leadership, they sometimes
get ﬂl:counnmenl
Last year, for instance, the Junior Chamber
merce in Charleston, W, Va. worked out a plan to bring
twenty young men from various wl’u of the world, In-
cluding Iron Curtain countries, and \em one year's
combined work and training In West Virginia. | Various
West Virginia employers were delighted with mu plln o
‘1 mnw. #nd the young men were even picked for the

State Dept. Stymies
'Imﬂu&hmmhwm“u It refused
to give twenty m Ppassport
Dept. was not asked for money, or for ln'y lmu MM
than visas. West Virginia
everything. But Buresucrat Prancis J. Comnn, Thier of
the State Dept's exchange of persons, ruled that “intema-
tional goodwill and understanding were the primary pur-
poses of the trip” rather than l&hnln‘l mm 8o the
Junio: r Chamber of Commerce was stymied.
eanwhile Junior Chlmberl in most of the other states,
Inlulrfd by West Virgin d prepared similar exchanges.
Now they are up in the sir. too"
l cannot belleve this represents the attitude of Stats
Dept. higher-ups. Nevertheless that's the way some buresu-
rnl—dla-lunl instead of harnessing the m and goodwill
mmplefwml&m throw good
vub- :ﬂ L t-hc testh of the public. )
preserving, still have some ideas which they aren't content

lohlnl‘rlmpu on by the bureaucrats. And here are some

they have forwarded to me:
Radio Sets For Russia

DANNER, Akron, Ohio (a printer)—*1 willing
B I /000,000 color suppiements

umtnlwmml

of Com- -

State Dept. Frowns On Peace Promotion

or comic pamphlets telling the peace story of the American
people and to be distributed behind the
he



