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RAILROADS VS. TRUCKS

Arrm several years of steep Increases
in railroad freight rates for all types
of products, the rallroads have ab last
asked for a rate decrease.

One would expect cheers from the people,
and prompt approval from the N. C. Util-
1tles Instead, the C
has held up its decision because of stren-
‘uous objections from the jrucking industry.

The railroads propose to ecut their
charges for hauling gasoline, fuel ol and
kerosene used In North Carolina. They
would. drop their charges an average of
21 cents per 100 pounds under present
rall rafes, and about 1 cent per hundred
pounds under present truck rates.

Of course. there Is selfish Interest on
both sides. The rallroads hope to recover

WAKE FOREST LIVES ON

OPEFUL as we were that the new Bap-

tist seminary would be placed in
Mecklenburg County, thus adding a new
dimension to the religious and cultural
life of the community and region, we be-
lleve the recommendation that the Wake
Forest plant be used was a sensible one.
© Wake Forest is the ideal site for the
seminary. A big and useful plant is al-
ready bullt, and the setting n an uncon-
gested area Is admirably suitable for quiet
religlous study. Wake Forest's 116-year
heritage in denominational education will
surely be an influence on the seminary
and ifs work.

The reeommtndlllnn if accepted by the
State Convention and the Southern Con-
ventlon, will solve a perplexing problem.

part of the gasoline and fuel old traffic
they lost to the truckers during the war.
The truckers want to protect their present
differential rate structure.

‘The only interest the Commission should
consider, however, is that of the public.

~At the very heart of our free enterprise

system is the principle that the fruits of
competition shall be passed along to the
consumer in the -form of lower prices.
Keeping rail rates up just to protect
truckers Is a violation of that principle.

The Utliities Commission should approve
the decrease. and let the chips fall where
they may. After all, the Commission’s job
15 to look out for the public. not protect
one industry from the competition of an-
other.

o

-
N. C. Baptists had been pondering what
to do with the Wake Forest plant after
removal of the college to Winston.Salem.
A big new funior college had been®tenta-
tively suggésted. By releasing the property
to the Southern Baptist Convention, N. C.
Baptists will assure that it is used In the
best interest of the church, and will
furthermore collect $1600005 to apply
toward the Winston-Salem removal fund.

The price is a bargain for the Southern
Convention. too, since It is some $2.500,000
less than the value
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of the facilities.

Charlotte and Atlanta were prominent
among the citles seeking the new seminary.
Both, we are sure. will gladly step aside
in favor of Wake Forest.

THE CARDINAL IS MISTAKEN . -

EPLYING to a recent statement by
Rep. Graham Barden on the Federal
ald to ed Francis

They are “religious schools” only in the
sense that they are physically situated in

Cardinal Spellman told reporters In New
York the other da;

“T-might add to that, that in Mr. Barden'’s

‘home state. public funds are used for religious
schools, but they. don't happen to be for
Catholic children

That statement !s erroneous. according
to C. D. Douglas of the State Department
of Public Instruction.

The State does contribute to schools In
some orphanages, but the schools are a
part of the public schools system. Teacher
salarles are pald by the State, and the
Schools are controlled by the local admin-
istrative unit In which they are situated.”
In all respects—selection of textbooks and
courses of instruction, rules, regulations,
procedures, standards, etc.—the orphan-
age schools are subject to the same control
a3 any public school.

operated by religious denom-
Inations. = .

Mr. Douglas added that the same State

ald has been made available to schools at
Cathollc orphanages under the same con-

ditions, but they declined to take advan-

tage of, it. 1t parochial schools will place
themselves under the control’ of local
school administrative units. thus becom-
Ing part of the public school system, they
would be entitled to State funds, he sald.

This 1s a clear difference which Cardinal
Spellman has overlooked. We have no de-
sire to prolong, or add to, the religious
controversy which has developed over Fed-
eral ald to education. But it s Important
that the record be set straight in North
Carolina, where a majority of the people
feel that public funds should be used only
for public schools.

ELIMINATING JAIL HAZARDS

grand jury investigating the Spray

Jall tragedy which claimed the lives of

six prisoners has made three sensible
recommendations:

1. That an adequate system of ventila-
tion be installed. (The cell block had been
closed tight last Friday morning to keep
out the cbld air. The prisoners died from,
smoke suffocation, not from burns.)

2. That fire-resistant materials be used
for all mattresses and bedding. (A smoul-
dering mattress, set by a match or a cig-

From The Atlanta Constitution

arette. caused the Intense smoke.)

That persons failed for intoxication
be placed in bare cells where heat Is pro-
vided and from which all inflammable
materials are removed.

These improvements will minimize the
possibility of a repetition of the tragedy
at Spray. But the same hazards exist in
many other North Carolina falls, and ad-
ditional men and women will die help-
lessly behind bars unless similar improve-
ments are carried out everywhere in the
atate.

IS A YOTE TOO MUCH TO ASK?

T WOULD BE difficult to

the importance to the South of the pro-
posed Lodge amendment to the Constitu-
tion.

Briefly. this amendment, which already
has passed the Senate, would abolish the
electoral college and provide for division
of each state’s electoral vote in accord-
ahce with the popular vote,

Under the present system all of a state’s
electoral votes go to the majority sinner.
This has had the effect of placing in the
hands of small minoritles political power
far in excess of that justified by their
numbers. A few hundred votes in-a pivotal
state like New York. Ohio or Pennsylvania
may swing a national election. For that
reason candidates of both parties pay un-
due heed to the demands of minorities
at the expense of the remainder of the
population.

The Lodge amendment would eliminate

injustice, curtalling the power
rl es m keeping with their actual

My thinking person admits readily
that the Bouth is sorely in need, of two
strong parties. Because of the fact that a
majority of vote
the Democratic ticket, the Republican
Party has made little effort to break up
the so-called 8olid South. Republicans can-
not make headway In the South under the
present winner-take-all system. But if the
Party were assured of electoral votes in
proportion to the popular vote, It would
have an incentiye to campaign more
strongly. 5

The South in the past has been neg-
lm by the Democratic Party because its
vote was

assured anyway. It has been
neglécted by the Republicans because they
dm*nnnc:hmo.

‘The Lodge would bring back
competition for Southern votes. It would
do much to restore the region's one-time
political power.

Through a coalition of ultra-conserva-
tive Republicans, who erroncously fear the
Lodge amendment would il affect their
Party, and leftwing Democrats, who want
to retain exorbitant prerogatives for mi-
norities, the Lodge proposal has been bot-
tied up In the House Rules Committee. It
1s only fair to note that some of the Demo-
crats in the coalition have been the se-
verest critics of similar Committee moves
involving bills they wanted to get on the
floor.

Georgla's Rep. Eugene Cox thinks it may
be possible to reverse the earlier vote and
ring the Lodge plan to the,floor of the
House for action. That is all its proponents
ask. We believe”the complete fairness of
the measure will Insure its passage. Is it
too much to ask that the Congress, and
the States, be allowed to vote on it?

We have some friends who bought beau-
tiful slip covers for their furniture. The
ers are so pretty, in fact, that now they
are thinking of getting slip covers for the
slip covers—Memphis (Tenn.) Press-Scim-
itgr.

Farmer Grimes of Vinegar Bend says
that maybe there are some underpriv-
fleged people, but all the underprivileged
folks he has ever seen in Vinegar Bend are
people allergic to working between meals,

City Daily

Every bright, warm day suggests to the
fisherman husband that it is time for his
wife to start nmm;.—muw, (Tex)
Gazette,

" Merry-Go-Round

E chances of war with Russia were summed up the oth
No. 1 soldier, Gen. Omar Bradley,

New York Tackles Sex Crimes

By BOB SAIN
Charlotte News Staff Writer ¢

§EX CRIMES disturh the public greally. People

re Indignant over the of a littly
sirt by & sex degeneruic than over the aeathe of halfs
a-dozen persons at the Ran <.
Yet indignation is about as far as the public goes.
After the newspaper stories of a sex crime cease (o
more comfortable
irs.

appear, the public forgets. It
not to think about such sordid
AY after day the courts of (e land send sex of-
fenders away to prisons where they spend a few
vears and then are returned to Society. Often they
revert to their former behavior pattern, commit more
sex offenses.

Seldom do these prisoners receive psychiatie
examinations; even less often iy therapeutic (reat-
ment offered them Yet proper observation would
convineg any psyehiatrist that many of them will
X crime at the first opportunity upen

Court action against such offenders is often just
ny ineffectual 1d be shutting-away a dangerous
animal a few days after it had run wild and then
releasing it

Recently the New York State Legislature received
one of the most sensible programs of action yet pro-
posed for the handling of this major problem.

The New York bill igcorporates recommendations
made by a special committee appointed by Governor
Dewey two years ago to study sex offenders at Sing
Sing

In brief, this is what the bill proposes:

(1) That the court be empowered to sentence per=
sons convicted of rape or sodomy Involving violence,
or against small ‘children, or persons convicted of
felonious assault involving & sexual purpose, to in-
determinate sentence from one year to lfe. Such
sentence would be imposed only after piychiatric
examination:

+2) ‘That the Department of Mental Hygiene, the
Department of Correction and the Board of Parole
be given the duty of providing prompt and intensive
study to defendants receiving mduermmne sentenc
1o be followed where feasibl erapeutic treat-
ment, -nh moraugh Peychistric examinations at least
every twe

@ 'nm .n defendants in sex crimes be examined
prior to sentencing by a team of publicly employed
psychiatrists who shall make use of soclal work re-
ports and psychological testing.

(41 That responsibility be placed on the Com-
missioner of Mental Hygiene for providing psychiat
ric and psychological service to the state’s correce
tional agencies and for the training of such personnel,

That is the New Yok bul for sexual offenses.

UNLIKE many courses nl action recommended by
private groups. the New York program does not

suggest such drastic punishment as castration or lfe=
ng segregation In sex offenders “colonies’.
‘Launched in 1948, 1t was not greatly influenced oy

the recent hysteria resulting from several widely
publicized sex’ offenses against children.)

It may seem to many that the possibility of a sex
offender being released from prison after-only one
year (as provided for in the first portion of the bul)

Drew Pearson’s

day by the nations
l‘hllmlln of the joint chiefs of staff.
e gave his views behind closed doors
propriations _Subcommittee, but afterward, Sen.

1o & Genate Ap-

RS
fecided crawhack to the measure.  But it s not
this iniamum punishment that is of importance

here. for it is doubtful um a group of competent
psychiatrists would nmmmend the release of a known
offender after such a short

What Is tmportant is that power would be granted
the court to send sex offenders to prison for so long
as they may be of amnr ln lhe community. If, in
periodic examinations, { experts on emotional
disorers ing the offender sl dangerous, he will be
kept away from society,

Ihere is a question among authorities on the
subiect about the value of therapeutic treatment for
e Some psychiatrists declare that a cer~
fain  type of sex nllenﬂu—l cm.lllmuanll psycho-
pathic inferior—is beyond h

‘These persons are. in most cases. men -who attack
children.  More than likely they are moral cripples.
vpersons unable (not simply unwilling) to censor and
control their impulses as normal people do.

‘There are. of course, many men who had never
committed a sex crime before, probubly never would
again afier their first offense resulted in imprison=
ment. Whether it would e wise to return them to
society upon expiration of thelr sentence would re-
main a question.

ut it is not with “cure” that the New York bill
is primarily concerned. The bill is llmtd At correcting
the system that turns dangerous se: Is back
on soctety

SAID Governor Dewey, in & message accompanying
e bill:

The affect of the proposal for indeterminate sen-
tences “would require that the prisoner be given espe-
intensive study and treatment whenever he
will accept it, with reconsideration of the entire case
AL least every two years At the same time this would
make the sentence sul tly flexible to permit the
control of such persons over a period long enough to
prevent them from becoming future menaces .« .

ould be a great mistake to consider this
proposed sentence ds x means of heaping
ugen thase whose acts may shock and revolt (os, 11
reality it is an experimental step taken i n g hove
that we may ultimately develop a wholly tific
method for the treatment of those who cannot of
will not conform with our rules of behavior.

“What we can do s lvuld the too nnv release
of sex offenders whose m or emotional malad-
Justmen! ‘Severe and ¢ :lnrly of & sort that makes
them dangerous to the personal safety and
children. More important, this bill. if the il
only use it, will stop the dreadful situations where
the state is forced by law to turn loose men it s sure
will immediately return to violent crime.”
‘lolu: often than not public reaction to sex crimes
Imost completely emotional, A feeling of

“Ivnch "em” or “put them away™ is the usual response.

Te are. on the other hand, some who would excusa
the psychopathic personality any crime on the grounds
that he 1s hot Tesponsible. ~ Some sort of balance
must be achiel

e can dnelon lome program of dealing witn

sex offenders based I!her o Tevenss.nor on bltn
sympathy for the mentally

‘The New York bill mum 'tll serve as & model.

The official reporter
even though the meeting was already

Bradley went on to exolain
the Joint Chiefs of Staff but anly siving his

was ordered (o stop taking notes—
closed and

t he was not welkln: for
views.

Soviet Acts Show Berlin’s
Blockade Will Be Renewed

By JOSEPH ALSOP

BERLIN

53d, beleaguered city is the

place in Europe, at Ihl

moment, to test the MXK‘P\(’

the Kremlin's hints of settlement

of the world conflict, that have 0

excited  wishtul thinkers every-

. Berlin is the test of the new
m otfensive.

test reveals that while the

reparing afother major
cold war offensive that will be more
dangerous, and will involve more
direct military provocation, than
any in the past:

A previous report in thiy space
has un-a.v described the projected
May invasion of“Berlin by
East zone’s Communist youth, and
the series of other planned riots
that are to loun- this fifst attack.
both to intimidate

pula;

“liberation” of Berlin from the
Americans, Britsh and Prench.
ELECTION PLANS

The Soviet stage managers then
will hold anvEast zone election on

t. 15, A militantly Communist
t German Government will be
med automatically to  office
The worst kind of trouble can
foreseen  immediately meruuer.
unless the strongest counter-mi
ures have been taken in the mean-
while by the Western powers.

What' will occur is very simple.
The East German puppel govern-

Western powers in
“their capital” of Berlin has grown

tuuuon of German popular feel-

'mm are clear, practical rea-
sons for forecasting this elabora
but Immensely menacing comedy.

Soviet intentions toward Berlin
have already openly pro-
claimed by the vluu for the May
~rally of the Freie Deutsche Jugend

same nature. Another little block-
ade of Berlin, similar to that which
announced the previous total block-
ade, i already being enforced on

thwa l.ndanlll And 1
Lb.hllw)‘l “-

lhe l
has J\Dt completed a nll'ly Vy-
pass ‘around Berlin's Western sec-

The rail by-pais can have no
whatever, except to strike
irom the hands of the Wesiern Al
lies their last card in any s
for Berlin. This last card, hich
s plased in the ' former
Dlockade, consisted of the pover 1
disrupt all Soviet zone ica-
tlons, by cutting the East German
rail net at Its hub in the Berln
West sectors. This s now no long-
e posite,

while, the Soviets retain
thels lm card, which
falled

rmi
such as vnll prevail al-

a
visibility,
most continuously after Oct. 13,
But the ground control approach
system 15 hopelessly and easily
vulnerable to radar-jamming.

re are two things to be sal
about this st of facte Pist. it the
Western Allies are proven to
Weak to maintain their Berlin po-
sition, all Western Germany, and
ingeed all Western Europz, will
transformed into a sort of political
mush. The new Soviet tactics of
terror will have been brilliantly in.
augurated with an enormous vic-
tory,

Second, there 1s no need for the
tactics of terror to succeed, either
now or in the future, ‘nu Kremlin
1s still almost certatnly -nk to

carry through the phn Berlin
blockade, if firmly and clearly
wamed in advance, with all the
solemn authority of the
States, that this kind of provoca-
tion will not be talerated and will
meet with the hard response that
it deserves.

As to the future, mers Western
firmness of purpose will cease to
be elfective, ha Soviet t rearmament

progresses and the Kremlin's bold~
ness correspondingly increases fur-
ther. But this is a 3 problem simple
to solve—we need only stop listen-
ing to the phony claims of dubloys
officials, and embark on a serfous
defense program. That will attack
the trouble at its root.

20th Century Voodooism Is
Used To Conjure Up Shower

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
] AM PLEASED that we have
finally reverted to voodoo of a
fairly base Srade In order to teteh
Tain to this ropolis,  in
(his advanced Sear of the M- bomb
and the flying saucer, but it see
o me we aren‘t goung at it in quite
the mm way.
peiting the clouds with dry
el o i spraying the
clouds with ailver iodide — Inflam-

mable stuff which might set fire-

10 the heavens,
thing these — seems
rather ordinary witcheraft, like us-
ing the rabbit’s foot and High John
the Conqueror powder mm-n of &
more professional nonj

. who knows any-

there are
cians in the act, \mhmuu the lom-
lators who tried to crowd through
A couple of bills restricting the
right to make rain and to set up a
commission to study the project.

trucks,
seeders. aprayers — this s merely
"!;m Century complication of sim-
PIe 3
OLD BLACK MAGIC
We will rule out the power of
prayer here, since we have obvi-
ously settled on black ﬂll(lc as the
answer to our blem, but
it does seem odd that no profes-
sional rain mnlm- > called in to

pray for ain. B rolina we
used t uhnrun of
such hl(h lk.ﬂl lh they even 1

spect
fied the amount of rain that was
eﬂ!d

was 50 good he used to

send
" gulley-washer, no
torrents, S50 furious floods.
All us people here in Brunswick
Counly need Tight now s s gentle

vr- jer conflicts with voodoo,
and-one. mullifes the other. 0
emm‘n of 38 Braver, and on with the

with one dry bone to
Tub against the other in his con-
nehm pouch knows that a sure

b method of making rain is to
choose up a flock of vestal vlnuu

But in adgition

{from the community and gt them

anicey around with very few
Clthes of 1 she dark of the ‘moon,
Thile the torches, flcker and tne
tom-toms pound. Then the hcad

a5 of weeping willow, 1
rainfall, ‘and-shakes a toupls

ars, It senerally
raine right after. It it doesn't
witch doctor has obuouuy seiicted
4be wrong dame, and must come
back l.nd choose & lmh :lnd\du‘
for lhl ‘ceremony.
n Indians used to ges
. mm o! store by dancing as'a
ll’r\nl e clouds loose

method
from umr umuy pennies, but
the Jitterbug 1s ul-.uu«: to raine

and must be ed.
Rain dancing 15 slow lnﬂ
nous atuff, which sometimes con-

sumes weeks, and  certainly  no
modern human could stay away
{rom the television set long enough

and it would be Taft-Harbey il
over. again,

A oo atmple way to mase rin
a.to take » few n
dients up on a high hill 5
Tk 1o the Clouds, You bald = fire
of herbs, and sprinkle- some owl
feathers, " scorpion tongues, newt-
livers and toad gall into the flames,

et formula T am

nnl at lierty to divulge,
ust warn against making s
:man cffigy of Mayor O'Dwyer and
sticking it full of pins, even if you
blame him for the ritn Aham(e.
L would be real tough on the May-
nr and does hot bring nm But
there are so many stmple ul:lwl

make the heay.

lnd ceremoues to

1 surprised Wi
{ake sl this time and (rvuble ‘with
airplanes, lodide and twoway radio,
Oh. Paps Dumballah! Tumes mave
certainly changed.

Bradley Sums Up Chances Of Warfare

WASHINGTON Wallace of ll.llnolll-&-ton)’ -Vacuum to the Pederal Court,
. Kerr may profit from

high=
way to be financed by the RFC by selling it “black-top"
the Kerr-] lltoee Co. . o adiiond

rmore. Senator Kerr has placed his hmlhc Aubrey

Thomas of Oklahoma rushed out and told anﬂrl"l Wi
Bradiey wasn't worried about war with Russ
However. this wain't what the general waid.
ause this question is so important. this column has
carefulls checked Bradley's remarks. And here s his
teatimony. Just as he gave it off the cull—supposedly not

0 be broadcxst by headline. Senators.

"Sen. Homer Pergusen, Michigan Republican, started the
discussion by inquiring: “Generally Jpesking. sou are up
here. supporting a 13, bilion bodaet,” 1 gather from the
estimony that you don't think thls s hot-war budget.”

“No.

reed Bra I thought there was
going to be a hot war. I would be up nmnunuofuom-

lion or $40 billion."
t obviously. lsn't & peacetime wdm' persisted the
or from Michigan.
“If we knew it was to be pesc certatnly
wouldn't request ‘this ammon ‘amatnt of money.~ B :nﬂlq admitted.
Perg D other words. this s & cold-war budget.” suggested

Again Bradiey assented.
Is words carefully, inquired:

the
nism Capitalism coming
1o a show of arms?™ i

-
0“ The Record
!I‘l‘.:nl:lxlmtﬁlll::ﬂwmﬁhlmﬁ"lh:
record, to giv ‘opinton,”
J‘lmd Bradley. » e

He suggested first, that the “Russians wuld m nnl
to increase |hﬂr Industrial Dotential and lmnwe
dustrial s.tuation.” and secor certainly 'm
stockpile of llumlc bombe" be be!nn precipitating

This “ought to nu uf lbmll two years before there is
any threat.” Bradley

“However " hewll'ned W. “you know the Russians
are like he MMMMHMIIHM
present possibility that uny off the
sidewalk once too of! or they two or off

In view of Senator Thomas' distorted version of Brad~
Jey's views, the pi is entitled !oha'!thl'mm

Bible-Quoting Bob

Kerr, In a kty spot as Oklahoma counsel to the
passes upon matters affecting the um. of Okla-




