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THE PERSISTENT STEPCHILD

for Action

Party makes the South a re-

A (“Don’t bury ime In the wild prairie”),
that left handmalden of the Democratic
Party, is against the proposed Constitu-
tional amendment which would finally do
away with the Electoral College system of
choosing Presidents and let the result be
determined by a majority of the popular
vote. lm ADA ‘s Natlonal Director Charles

M. La Folle
amenidihent, eemntmlon between
will

mv
‘major be for the con-
ereative Bouthern Yote, This could set back

the Hberal cause for & generation.”

This 15 & bland statement, even for a
commercialized La Follette. It seems to say
that the important thing is not for the
convictions of the psople to count but for
the people to be counted in such a manner
as to serve some organization’s convictions.
‘The welrd thing about it Is that 1t justifie;
a kind of national gerrymandering which
could, under circumstances different from
those in the Bouth, suppress minority
sentiment (liberals are. supposed to be
tender about minorities) and give those
of & contrary mind no voice at all in de-
termining the outcome of elections.

In the South, of course, conservatives
are a majority, but a sentimental and
hard-to-break political allegiance with the

liablé factor in preserving New Deals, Fair
Deals and other kinds of deals. Mr. La
Follette Is afrald that somehow, under a
system of electing Presidents by popular
votes instead of electoral votes, that align-
ment might be disturbed and the South
take to voting its real convictions, thus
at last gaining some measure of expression
on national questions.

It Is a remote prospect, and the amend-
ment of the Constitution isn't going to
bring it any nearer. The very consent of
the Southern wing of the Democratic Party
to sleep in the same bed with such outfits
as the Americans for Democratic Action,
the suverstition of the Southern voter
which impels hirmto wear the Democratic
label despite the fact that -t Is union-
made (and he does not like unions), the
force of habit and of local organization
Into Democratic precincts.
vent the South from following its bent
politically and from making itself of in-
fluence in national politics. ~Where not
even the Democratic Party has been able
to drive the South from its door, no mere
change of election laws is going to bring
about & separation.

LAUGHTIER IN THE KREMLIN

Wu historians 500 years from now
(1f there are any historians or history
left) realize the importance of a scrawny,
spectacled little atomic scientist named
Klaus Fuchs?

Seldom, if ever In recorded history. has
one man—neither ruler nor statesman nor
general—"so Influenced the course of world
affairs. e

We are assuming, of course. that Dr.
Fuchs, one of the leaders of British atomic
research, is largely responsible for the
soeedy development of an atomic bomb in
Russia.

Cognizant of the secrets of Los Alamos,
where the first atomic bomb was-exploded.
Communist Fuchs had a better opportunity
than any other man to put Russia in the
A-tomb business

Suppose there had been no Kiaus Fuchs
.. 4 suppose American and British secur-
ity officers had found him out before he
swapped our atomic secrets to the Soviets
for $400 . . . suppose Russia had not known
the secret of the bomb over the past
years. . .

What then would have been Russia’s
attitude in the United Natlons toward
atomle controls? Would Russia have pur-

sued a policy of expansion without the
atomic ace-in-the-hole? Would East and
West have been more likely to reach a
solution to difficulties if the West alone
had possessed the secret of history’s most
devastating weapon?

1 we have lost the Cold War, Klaus
Fuchs is one of the men who heiped us
lose it.

Earlier this week In London. Dr. Fuchs
was sentenced to fourteen years in prison
for betraying official secrets to Russia.
And Lord Chief Justice, Baron Goddard,
ticked him off neatly in Old Bailey Court.

For one of the most damaging blows at
Western influence in the world—fourteen
years and a reprimand.

Dr. Fuchs' attorney now reveals that “an
appeal s being considered” for the Ger-
man-born sclentist

It is time Dr. Fuchs and his attorney
realized that he never had It so good. that
fourteen years and a reprimand seemy to
the citizens of the Western world a ridicu-
lously small penalty:

There must be laughter in the Kremlin
this week: the atomic secrets of Britain
and the U. 8 .In exchange for fourteen
years of the life of & man named Klaus
Fucha.

A LAD TO LEAD THE LAND

ICHARD WOLFE JR. s only eleven
ars old but he has the spirit that
has made America great

In a five-paragraph dispatch from Chi-

_cago. the AP tells the story of how the
youngster remained at his post of duty at
his newsstand after his father had col-
lapsed. Said 'the AP story:.“Richard went
back to the newsstand and sold papers
while he waited as firemen attempted
resuscitation in the vestibule of a church
across the street. Even after the Rev.
Joseph E. Connelly told the boy his father
was dead, Richard stayed on the Job, tears
welling from his eyes.

“We've had the stand two vears” he
sald. “Pop wouldn't want me to leave
alone "

Such courage as was displayed by that

From The Atlanta Constitution

frightened and sorrowing lad is worthy of
the ploneers who carved out a nation from
& wilderness and lald the foundation of a
great and strong America. When an eleven-
sar-old boy can face a erisis without
flinching and accept a responsibliity in
time of ‘tragedy we can take hope for the
morrow. Maybe the march of Soclalism and
welfare statlsm, which Is causing so much
concern In these days of stress and uncer-
tainty, will not be as triumphant as some
may belleve.

That boy's concept of individual prop-
erty rights, his grasp of his own duty as
a member of the family and of his respon-
sibility as part owner in a free enterprise
are evidence that all have not come to
depend solely upon the State but that a
sense “of Individual responsibility is still
alive In the land.

THE BRANNAN PLAN IS DECEPTIVE

Brannan farm plan, which the Sec-

retary of Agriculture hopes will replace

the present farm subsidy structure, is de-
ceptively simple.

Briefly, the Brannan Plan would let
perishable farm products find their own
price levels at retall. with the Government
paying farmers the difference between
what they get for thelr products and the
parity price. In general. the Brannan Plan
would pay 100 per cent o parity Instead
of the present payments which run up to
90 per cent.

‘The Secretary. ¢laims this would bring
lower food prices to consumers and higher
incomes to farmers. It's as simple as that.

The first great fallacy of the Brannan
Plan is that retall prices would come down
less than half as much as prices to farm-
rs. According to figures published by Mr.
Brannan's own department, the farmers
get an average of less than 50 cents of
the retall food dollar. To be exact, the
farmer got only 48 cents of the food dol-
lar in November, 1949.

Moreover, by a statement of the Burcau
of Agricultural on Nov. 30, 1849,

than 30 per cent. And the taxpayer would
have to make up the difference to the
farmer.

Under the Brannan Plan the farmer
would be little more than a hireling of the
Department of Agriculture. Stringent con-
trols. far more exacting than present acre-
age controls, would be necessary. The
farmer would be regimented as no other
group ls, except perhaps members of the
armed services.

Not even Mr. Brannan has been bold
enovgh to estimate the cost of his pro-
posed program. The Federal Governmeng
now has more than $3.600.000.000 tied up in
farm surpluses. Within a year the amount
will be more than $6,000.000.000. No respon-
sible person thinks the Brannan Plan
would be less expensive. Some think it
might be several times more costly.

What Mr. Brannan is asking is that the
taxpayer sign a blank check, the figure to
be written in later.

We doubt that the public .or the farmer
is interested.

1t s sald that newsreels are gradually
fading’ from the screens of our movie
theaters. What did the boys expect when
they failed to get any new horse race shots
for 20 years?—Greenville (S. C.) Piedmont.

The visitor to New York sees so little
water being drunk that he has less sym-
pathy than he might with the water
shortage there. What he does see comes
out of botties and fizzes—Lynchburg (Va.)
News.
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‘Some Day We Thinkum Up Better System’
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Collected By Bill Sharpe

Turpentine Drippings

Groceryman
(H. L. Carpenter in Rutherford County News)
The proprietor was having his troubles when the
telephone rank. He placed the receiver to his
ear, instantly recognizing = familiar voice, Sweetly
ahe xays, “Please send me a nickel's worth of me:
for the cat.” The trip was at least one half mile, b
the good natured grocer replied: “Thank you, thank
you." and returned 1o assorting his worthless accounts
lum.y singing, “When the roll is called up yonder
be thers at phone! hello' hello!! ‘The
ll.ml voice of a few minutes before. trembling from
excitement. vells; “Don’t send the meat, the cat has
caught a rat!™

.
They've Moved
(ML Olive Tribune)
Most evervone knows by now that we've moved,
and it's just®ke undoing your belt or corset after
eating a hearty me:

Enthusiastic

(Pete Ivey, Twin City Sentinel) * Id
Who lived in a rural town o eastern \nl’h\
Cazolina decided he would announce his candidacy
for clerk of court

50 later, h! stopped a voung farmer
+ do ydu I‘!ll’ any talk about me
]ﬂl of court

h nt\lﬂ'cﬂ Hen;
A(dnn’ asked the candidate,
llh\ﬂrd Hen

to anybody about 12"
ul.

What did vou say? Who did you talk 107" de~
maded the candidate
as down at the store at Langlevs Cross
"ad Henry, “and 1 told them you weie

sald Henry

The Gospel Truth
(Pee Dee Advocate!

A defendant, arrested on chatges of
ton last September and kept in Jail sinc
Witness stand.

“Whete were tou born?* he was asked,

tealing cot-
. was on tne

McColl, South Carolina.” he replied.

"W hflr did vou grow up, where were you raised?”
the atiormey queried

“At McColl. South Car *
Yvou h(ru Tivin;

n was the reply

“Well. where hase lately, whera
are vou living now?” the lawy ed
b vm Marihoro county wa

ful rep!
Mocy's Pleased

(Southern Pines Pilot)

and no cigars had

arrived. Off to New York weht s hasty reminder

Drew Pearson’s

from our young father-to-be. Right back frow the
world's greatest store came a telegram,
route hope everytning is coming Along fine congratu-
lations.*

Belated Speed
(Twin City Sentinel)
Newspaper headlines say that Ingrid Bergman's
divorce decree is being m-hrd ‘l(h uml-xuwrwn.a
speed fiom Juuu Mexico,
‘Why all the rush? It llke la: g and hurrying
up the horses after m! blm nocr has bﬂn stolen,

He's W. Kerr In The Book

: had fccasion to call up the Gav=
ermor the other dav. It e week-end, and
she Tound he wasnt at mm;h L )ud gone to his

farm home at t him for me
s 'rho fall had o ‘be
routed through Burlington, and she heard hrr opera~
tor sav “Southern Pines calling Governor Sce

“We h: e o ool
ens, you know

1 -

0

h
awked o
have & W, Kerr Scott,” said the
flexibly,

Wilbur Polishes A Vote

(Moare County News)

I entered the barber shop which was. of
busy. T thought T would get a shoe shine bu
bov was in the chair and his shoes were being vigor-
ously shined " 1 asked. “am I next for a
e P attentton
e eves I saw tha

from the throne and sa I
ascended and extended mv feet - %00d job,
152 tioin it for you. There's a lot

s mud on these shoes ™

Buried in mv newspaper T éringed a Nttle as an

Inexpert hand tare at my poor oid aching feet. Julius
Caddell had never treated me so brutallv. T agam
ancing down T observed

b, This shoe

boy was not onls appliing th polish to my
0es but was changing the olor of my socks and
had added a little “oxhlood” e cuff of my trou
ddenly dawned e, this was not
ine expert at au and that an alien

was giving me the rugged work.
Brow wrinkled. T lifted mv

nd. heaven bless us
hining m
before he had time to anply som:

Senator
I got down
my unders

parliamentary
better Job and more pay
The

hit father. in the absence of
ch more superior shoe shine man
1 ot quite as astute as a states-

Eis shoes shined b
Julius, who is a
than the Sen
man

Mr Currie. unless T miss my guess, will be a can-
didate Aain in 1950, and he will get this column's
support.

It's Me, Uncle Sam, Standing

In The Need Of A Fat Subsidy

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK.

Truman gives me one. A grest,
fat subsidy, like the potato
wers ane -farmers

been
of  Agriculture operation,
involves & dark mystery
calied parity apd is translated mm
» s0ap opera which I got
Sot #wa, s God's chillun £0¢ eggs.
Likewise- spuds. Under this mag-
nificent economic piot, which goes
oo snd oo, It & pmuhlt for & farm-
d for & con:

* minimum price for what they
rased. with the good gray -Gov.
underwriting the guarantee.

iv called support, and is easily a3
intelligent as the speeches of Hen-
Ty Wallace.

The whole thing is kind of fine
for the farmers, who vote, but has
paid off lately in a vast supply of
#ORRY potatoes and acrid eggs. The
Government can't seem o sell
or give ‘em away without ruffling
its theory, and so you hlle the
sily operation of imported spuds
from Canada selling for less |'un
the spuds we can't give away. If
this is (onl\mn( to you, you ain't
loneso
BHEER JEALOUSY

‘What she comes down to finally
fs sheer jealousy. If the airlines
can get Government dough and the
#hipping lines, too, and the farmers
get supported and they atart to
throw these pension plans around
and the oil get depletidn al-
lowances and even race horse own-
ers off their bad judg-
ack, then 1 want me
. lpe(lll subsidy,

est of pouring
'ﬂh the well-known hole in .
T get a vote, 100, and to date I
have stuck no government with »
supply of unsalable columns or ma-
azine pleces. A book I wrote to
book.

books? Not even the publishers,
they should buy a better lobi
1 ny agent, no

u:e on the financial obligation of
ng farmers. in a style to wnich
mey e unaccustomed? Let them

columns the editors sald nunn-hun
o

to, and seedy magazine L and
m.uerprmlcnﬂ screen and
ourished novels. I o ore

mrrprnduchon than the patato Joes,,
ever dreamed of, but nobody pass
me a bloody dime for this excess
of_enterprise. -

This eannot be right. T want mon-
ey for not writing pieces, t

a
prices for all pleces. Mone,
me money. Gimme lots of money,
Gimme other people’s money. Sub.
sidy for one, sabsidy for all. And
mu Wuhmllon means lovely lit-

Campaign In California Is
Now Shaping Up As Colossal

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
NJOTHING THAT California ever
AN does 1s on a scale less than
whether it's movie
spectacles or weather, lood and
. That goes double for the po-
litical ‘campaign just now coming
up.

In the primary Rep. Helen Gaha~
£an Douglas is setting out to de-
feat Sen. Sheridan Downey who is
running for a third term. From her
career on the stage Mrs. Douglas
biings 1o polities tne intensity of a
highly dramatic temperament and
an enerzy’ that could have devele
oped only in the atmosphere that
produces those giant geraniums
and sunkist starlets,

Already Mrs. Douglas has cam-
paigned once up and down the Pa-
cific slope. from the north with its
redwood farests to the date palm
lre\u of the south. Now lht I

again  for

super-colossal,

P
Downey ‘was once a ham- and-
egger in the classic California tra

dition

t persuasion
the Senator has be-
come deeply involved in a quarrel
over California’s fabulous Central
Valley with its far-flung
'm supporting highly profitable

This
center ring in the primary circus.

quarrel promises to be the

Mrs. Douglas and her-adherents i
the liberal-labor-left wing of t
Party charge De-mv
with selling out to private power
and agricultural interests and in
league with them throtiling the de-
velopment .of the state

On his side Downey charges &
conspiracy directed from Washing-
ton (o control the v He has
book

innumerable

¢hiel target in th

and

bout
spesches.

s In
Congressioffal  hearings
Downey charged that Straus and

forme: Secretary of Interior Har-
old L. Ickes connived to force out
Straus’  predecessor, Ba-

shore.

It is at this point that Ickes, hime=
self, the Old Warrior, gets into the
sct. Called to testify last Fall, he
accused Downey of “unabashed
perjury”* and read from his diary
to document his statement that he
had pleaded several times with
Bashore (o stay on. Curlously
enough, the record of' this testie
mony has never been printed.
HELP FROM ICKES?

Tckes will in all Ukelihood go out
to California as the contest waxes
hotter to. esmpalgn for Mr3. Doug-
Iax. As one of his friends put it,
“"He's complaining about going way
out there at his age but if you ask
me, it would take the Marine Corps
1o keep him out of that fight.” As
he proved once again in 1348 when
he added the only touches of
humor to a grim campaign, Ickes
18 & devastating opponent.

In the Democratic governorship
primary, James Roosevelt, eldest
£n of FDR, is the only important
contender. In {act, 1If Roosevelt had
a conservative opponent in his own
Party, he would be better off.

Gov. Earl Warren is a candidate
for a third term and he will file
both la the Repudlican primary,
the party to %hich he belon(l and
in the Democratic primary. U
ne wacky California sy

that conservative Democrats, pho
deeply resent Jtmmy Roosefelt,

l1'| vote for Warren in the Dﬂnﬂ-

primary.

en's popularity in the state
n impressive fact. The Repub-
lican hope Is that the Governor,
in spite of an unprecedented third
term. will pull the whole ticket
ugh. In the Senate race the

fly distinguished for
his part in getting the Hiss case
courts. But he has a fairly
dable opponent in Fred Haus-
Judge 2f the Superior Court of

mary election s on June
6. Almost anythi ung can happen on
that date and p will. In the

oratory and just piain
Ppolitica as has’rarely been seen.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

. n ddie n( ln-\eu in Birmingham, Ala.. an

Aud care was sent back to the

Justice Dept in \u~nm| on shere it was marked “cloted. -
“no_orosecution,

case involved Joo Mitchell and Sam Rippe of Mob

who were alleged to have 1 m the sale of fewelry to

Army post exchanges during the war and then cheated the

Government out of income taxer

But the lawyers' huddie in Birmingham decided that there

¥as no case against Mitchell and Ripps, and sent it back for
“no_orosecution.

8ix months later. however. o Dec. 16, 1949, Ihu column

normally occur at this time of vear.
v offsetiing the poor unemployment
m:n level of home construction. business loans and bank
clesrings, In additiow: those peoole who are still employed
have not\;eceived any appreciable pay cur
e present ftuation “hile warranting the

is not as yet alarm:

4. The basic problem is one-uf muumn. the U, S_econ-
omy fas

oday's high level of
unemployment is due £o the {ailure of ihe economy to grow

published the whole story of thy andal, in-
cluding the fact that ther were defended in llrmln(rum by
Ben T, (onner law partner of U. 8. A tlomey John R,
the man who was supposed to prosecute

Just & few davs before this -mry was puNuhld John Hul
telephoned the Justice Dul from lmunnum nmln. tha!
“Pearson had one of his Investigators in robing
the Ripps-Mitchell case.” Tnree days Iater, when- the story
was published. Hill fssued a general denial.

However. the Justice Dept.. with some of the new 1
disclosed by this column, reopened the Ripps-Mitchell c:
And last ‘week, In Mobil~. the two men were indicted.

Unemployment Picture

TJPHE Council of Econcmic Advisers has fust preeksited 2 s~
nificent, secret, three-page analysis of the
nomic problems to the  President. Here In briet s whAt Tl
mans advisens tol

'The major probiems em fpcing the country today Is the
shary T T gl

A) During the month of January. unemployment set &

record postwar high with 450000 out of work—atmost 100000
higher than the previous month. employment is
7'ber.cent of the totat Iabor Toce as Sgaimat only s nttle
over 4 per cent one year ago

) The increase of unowo in the ranks of the unem-
plo;nlnn»-mypmou considerably more than would
e

The Drosent economic situation calls for action along
Lines:

mxee mn)or
A) levelopment of a program to stimulate business
|meslm!m planning for large public-works expenditures and
increased attentlon to local areas of severe unemployment.
B) Continued Government spending in order to pour
money Into the economic stream vﬂzlenu spending. Social
Security. unemployment compensation, ve

Teaction of unemployment throughe

1—Few economists in Washington go along with
the Presidents advisets on roint 3 wherein they minimize the
economic danger signals. Other economic experts consider
the sharp and unexpected increase in jobless to be a serious
economic storm o
Note 2—One of {he most tragic aspects of the unemplo;
ment picture i {hat men of 40 and over, with growing fami-
Hes; been hard

et
Wild-Talking Ronkm Silenced
OHN RANKIN, the wild-talking Mississippl
met his malch on the House floor last week. It happened
early in the morning of the long Dixiecrat filibuster against

Rankin, a small, stooped man with & shock of gray hair

b

Justice Dept. Reopens Tax Fraud Case

And 8 nonstop tonguie, Kept the fillbuster going. He shouted
parliamentary auestions or selled tha
iny
leagues. “the Abe Lincoln of Indiana "
D and remarked: “I'm getting a little tired of this Holy
Willle praver. You remember Bobbie Burns' Holy Willte. wha
thanked the Lord in a congratulatory vein that he, Holy
Willle, want wicked like his nelghbors
peaker was Rep. Andy Jacobs. Eyeing Rankin, he cone
tnued: “Tm getng weary of i member getting up and
Imnunnl chlﬂnery 10 those who disagree with him.
ack opened aleepy eyes, for u- Mpl‘lnumn
are bl enough 1o take on the nagging Rankin. But Jacods,
recalling Rankin's outpouring Minst FEPG ent
: “He favored enforcement in the 'nn-nmuy law
and asked enforcement against Jonn L. Lewis.
the. numm o mvon the Taft-Hartley law in the, e Sresent
when labor legislation was being con-
Siderea, the wontieman Talked here 33 mn about the Tight
to work: today he does not seem 0 be so much interested
in the right to wor
Rankin rubsided. emained quiet for at lesst fifteen
minutes—a record

Gabrielson Domg Good Job

is good reason why Guy Gabrielson, the friendly

GOP National Chalrman, 15 sitting back pleased as

punch despite the hulleballoo over the Republican policy
statement,

Tn little over six monthe, the New Jersev industrialist has

ccomlished the impossible. He has not only pulled the limi

Ing OOP out of debt, but has put more than $200,000 tn its

coffers.
When Gabrielson wax ¢ -cua:rumnhnmmnorm
teeth, the National Committee wis-bankrupt and had
collectors beating on the
mbmimdurwmwhmmmmmwn
of Douglas Stewart, president of Quaker Oats, and former
Ben. Binclalr Weeks of M

j
wearily pulled himselt




