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AN EXPERIMENT WORTH WATCHING

N¢ interesting Congressional experi-

‘ment is taking place under the watch-
ful eyes of Capitol politiclans and news-
hawks, and being duly reported In the
newspapers of the nation.

It is an experiment in economy, which
its sponsors hope will bring about a re-
duction of the Federa! budget.

Congress votes to spend money by ap-
propriation bills. In the past, there has
been an appropriation bill for each major
function of government. The bills have
been reported out of committee, debated
on the floor, and passed one by one. Not
until the end of the session could Con-
gressmen find out just how much mopey
and for what.

This r the House Appropriations
Committee lumped most of President Tru-
man’s budget into a one-package money
proposed  expenditures
and the so-called per-
manent appropriations and trust funds
which cannot be reduced because of prior
and fixed commitments.

President Truman had asked $30326-

DEATH BEHIND BARS

'Im bare facts of the fire at Spray,
N. C. speak for themselves.

8ix prisoners, arrested on a charge of
drunkenness, were locked in a small cell
block. The door was shut “to keep the
cell block warm.” The jailer was down-
stalrs. A mattress caught fire. or was
set afire. Six persons, one of them a wom-
an, suffocated. The jaller discovered the
smoke when he came upstalrs with another
prisoner. It was too late, then.

The tragedy was not unlike that at
Bandla, New Mexico, where fourteen men

000000 for the parposes covered by the
one-package bill. A “central committee” of
the House Appropriations Committee has
already trimmed it by four per cent, or
$1.213.000,000, to $35.113,000,000, Republi-
eans have announced that they will seek
to cut it even further—by some $3.000.000—
when it reaches the floor of the House.
Even if the Republicans succeed—and
that is a remote possibility—there will still
be A deficit of one billion dollars at the
end of 1951 fiscal year. President Truman's
'sts. on the other hand wolld plle up
eficit of more than five billion dollars.
11 it accomplishes nothing else, the one-
package money will put pressure for
economy where it belongs—on the Con-
gress. It's a favorite sport these days to
criticize the “spendthrift” Truman Admin-
tration. We should remember,

penny that isn't authorized by Congress.
Now that the people can keep an eye on
this one-package money bill, they will
be able o judge just how sincere our
“economy minded” Congressmen -really
are.

It is especiilly horrible for them to be
locked up behind bars by the authority of
the State and left to dle—helpless.

In how many other jalls in North Caro-
lina are people being shut away behind
closed doors, without: supervision, without
2 chance to fight for thelr lives if a mat-
tress catches fire?

This Spray tragedy calls for an imme-
diate and a thorough Investigation to fix
the blame. But it calls further for an
exhaustive survey of all places In North
Caroll; well as Jalls—

recently dled In an Army when
an old oll stove exploded.
Tt is always terrible for people to die.

THE FATE OF CAPTAIN

CANT for the life of us think of
a better solution for the problem of
Capt. John G. Crommelin than putting
him en an indefinite furlough at half pay.

He could-be court-martialed for know-
- ingly and pefsistently violating Navy or-
ders, but would be rather harsh
treatment f6r's man who complled a bril-
liant war record and who appears to be
motivated by the deepest sincerity in his
slashing attacks on Unification.

The Navy had to do something. Captaln
Crommelin had started the whole ruckus
sgainst Unification with his first well-
publicized statement that the Navy was
being “nibbled to death.” A few weeks
later he admitted he was the “culprit”
who had distributed to the press coples
of a confidential letter blasting defense
policles. Ordered to “sign off" after the
Navy lost the “Battle of the Admirals,” he

as
where people are locked behind bars.
It must not happen again!

CROMMELIN

continued making lectures and broadcasts
and writing magazine articles.

with the of
Captain Crommelin, the Navy made public
a new order. It sald:

“The good of the service and the welfare
of the entire national defense structure re-
quire that there be an end to Intemperate
public criticiom of responsible officlals and
agencles of the National Defente Establish-
ment by officers on active duty in the
Navy”

That looks like a gag-rule, but it Is not.
Ordinary rules of a democracy do not
apply to the armed services where policies
are by the 1
chief and the Conaress, and put Into prac-
tice by superior officers. If non-conformity
with those polickes were to become wide-
spread, there would be no efficiency or
discipline, merely chaos.

NATURE—THE UNPREDICTABLE

YF YOU'VE been perplexed by the tricks

mof Nature in this unusual Winter, think
for a moment of the poor shrubs and
flowers.

It's easy enough, when the cold winds
blow, for humans to don heavier clothing
and turn up the furnaces. Not so in the
plant world.

At Jeast three timessince the balmy
January weather, the nfercury has zoomed
skyward and then skidded well below
freezing. Several times the combination of
humidity and stiliness has been just right
for the formation of a thick, crusty layer
of brittle frost.

‘The results are In evidence everywhere.

Light green shoots of the legustrum
have turned withered and brown and hang
limply agalnst the dark green of last year's
hardler leaves.

‘The big purple blooms of the magnolia
soulangeana, their husks shedded prema-

rom The Loui ol

turely in anticipation of continued sunny
days, dangle black and shriveled. This is
the second year In a row their moments on
the stage have been nipped short

The elms are frothy with half-ooened
buds which. having felt the belated blasts,
thought better of It and stopped short to
walt for the sun again

The hardler souls—the daffodils and
Jonquils, camelllas and boxwoods—haven't
seemed to mind the abrunt changes. Hav-
ing ventured forth in their new Spring
fashlons, thev appear determined to make
the best of {* not uniike a woman with
a new white hat

8urely it must be disappointing to wait
impatiently through the colds Winter for
that one moment of glory—and then find
it empty. But the plants, eternal optimists
that they are, don't get discouraged. They
start getting ready all over agaln, confl-
dent that Nature will be less rambunctious
next time the cycle completes itself.

"Well, What Do You Think?"

News From The Capital

Wilmington Drydock Hits Snag

By TOM SCHLESINGER
Charlotte News Special Writer
WASHINGTON
WILMINGTONS tnabllity o decide whether it
really wants a floating dry dock now is putting
some important people on the spot in Washington.
A year ago when Senator Graham first arrived
here, he had instructions from Governor Scott, Wil=
mington officials and the, State Port Authority to
get one of the Navy's floating docks, If it was hu-
manly possible.
told him that Wilmington's future as & ma-
for sen outlet for the State depended upon the suc-
cess of his mission.
In Washington, the Senator found that the suc-
cess of & lot of ports up and down both coasts and

their getting a doc!

found too that the Navy wasn't going to give
away any. thus avolding making a number of pow-
erful Interests angry st a time the Navy needed
triends.

But Senator Graham none-the-less buttonholed
bureaucrats, slapped Navy backs and

make deals. Everything falled. an
there was but one man in Washington

his close friend. President Harry 5

¢ usually has to be a pretty important lssue to
bother & President with since Presidential favor
it elven often, sedecially in ticklish situations.

Not onlv had Senator Graham secured the dock.
but he had ale obtained it for the rent of 1 a year
Wilmington figured lta $150000 matntenance cost
comld be more than taken rare of by the 450 surnlus
ships now marooned in its harbor. These shipy
are part of 2000 scattered about various ports and
kent on a standby basts.

They would need drvdock service under the old
style of ship reoair. However. during the negotia-
tion period, the Navy came up with a new means of
taking care of rust and marine crustaceans merely
by Aumpine chemicals in the water

Port authorities saw their “safe” source of income
vanishing. and weren't sure whether they could make
8 §6.0n Drospective business

At the first sien of weakening. the powerful in-
ferests from other areas who feared that the North
Carolina port might get the fump on them through
an 10 soread fear propaganda.

Talk began of white elephants and economic dis-
aster.

Meanwhile. the White House and Mr. Steelman,
plus “high Navy official, besan calling Senator
Graham's office. asking for a definite “yes” or “no.”
That began over two months ago. 1 Wilmington
finally bacl 1t will leave both the President
and Benator Graham awav out on the lm

declal ms to be up to Governor Scott,
>ho has to accept It for the State, and the Stats
. 1t the Authority would guarantea
part of the $5.000000 allotted to Wilmington for dock
malntenance, it would take everyane off a 5

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

BOUT 150 persons, none in the delegation, turned

out for the Reynolds-For-Senator Club meeting
here this week. ... Senator Hoey isn't visibly shaken
by the announcement of Mayor Marshall C. Kurfees of
Winston-Salem for his post. “We are ;
friends,” was about all he cared to say on' the sub-
Ject . ssed ten la

. 3. But in the first two months of the
second session,'more than 1300 new bills were intro-
duced. 3
AT PRICE FAME?—Ever wonder what become
of Mary Price?

She was the Greensboro gal who headed the
North Carolina Progrestive Party during the stormy
days of the Wallace tour. She ran for governor on
the Progressive ticket

A check here reveals that after her brief spurts
of fame, she moreor-less drifted into anomymity.
In fact, her slide was so complete thal
newspapers late last year fafled to identify the Mary

ice. 40. who was a hit-and-run suto victim, with
the Mary Price who was once called a contact for
& Soviet spy ring before a Congressional -
mittee. a charge she labeled “fantastic.”

Miss Price currently is in Plorida :ﬂnvl,l’u:m
She

from the accident which was almost fatal:
over 300 stitches in her head. according to frie

ee. For a while she worked in Baltimore
azainst the so-called Ober law, a subversive activie
ties act openly fought by the Communist )

Her effectiveness there was
when « Baltimore Sun reporter, digging into her past,
brought up Elizabeth Bentley’s Red spy accusations
once again.

80 the gal who once worked as Walter Lippmann's
secretary returned to Washington where she became
the social secretary for the Czechoslovakian Embassy,
a duty which included arranging parties and guest
lsts. 1t was while working for the embassy on Dec.
12 that she was struck by the hit-run motorist who
was apprehended several hours later dead drunk.

OB REYNOLDS whirled through here last week,
and spent a short while in the office of a Nortn
Carolina representativ n
Questioned concerning -his platform, “Our Bob™ re-

n to Europe and
taking care of America’s disolaced persons first . . .
1t looks,

Manufacturers have practically sold the
afor| e House Ways & Means Committee
on figuring their Federal tax on a percentage deal
instead ight  7-cents-per-pack.

tors admit this privately, The roll call is now sched-
uled for the first week in April, and will probably
find the two North Carolina Senators splitting: Hoey,
ainst: Graham, for . . . The House plans an Easter
ation April 6 through April 17 which may hold
Up action on approprial bl

up to Sen. Pat McCarran, Nevada Democral

had let school out early. Ignoring Langer, Lucas marched
who had

Biil Would Turn FBl Into
Gestapo For United States

By MARQUIS CHILDS

same kind of authority that the
Gestapo in Naz Germany. It
would bd detective,

Judge and_jury all rolled into cne.
‘These are the

Stalin's secret policy in Russia.
FBI Director J. Edgar T

cor
that will take final action. The
letter sent to committee members
is signed by Peyton Pord, assistant
10 the Attorney General.
STATE POLICE

In the opinion of FBI Director
according to the letter,

& clear departure from accepted

fundamental theorles of Amerian

Government and lay a foundation

for criticsm of the bureau as &
te police organization.”

This should make Rep. Howard
E (D-Va,) and the others who
backed the amendment in .the
Ho
™

he letter adds that the reputa-
tion of he bureau as an “impart:
investigative agency” would be
seriously impaired if such a pro-
yision were 1o be enacted into law.
The FBI is not equipped 1o go be-
yond the field of invest
into making determinations, the
Attorney General's assistant
pointed out.

Dept. of Justics letter
stresses another dangerously un.
precedented feature of the Smith
one who s a7 eny ene ‘o
one #
mbunt-nygi'-nmn:
clared subversive the Attorney
o herdine melgile

fore e 1
science scholazship or for employ
ment by the Science Foundation,

Dept,
First,

‘This overlooks, the Justice
letter points out, two things.

But second, and more importan
under the Administration’s byut;

notreflect
upon his loyalty. This cpportunity
10 defend one’s self in a manner con-

sistent with of
justce und ‘fairmess’ b cking
from the amendments.”

Recently I spent several hours
with some sclentists in one of our
gfeat universities. They were all

of repute in thelr special
fields and most of them had

the Var. They were In agreement
that research on Government-
sponsored sclentific projects was
being retarded the excessive
emphasis on screening, investigal
ing and loyalty. They cited -
stances of promising younger men
who had refused ol

0 remain in teaching or
in private research for the reason
that they did not propose to sub-
Ject themselves to harassment and
suspicion. There was no doubt, it

be added, of their loyalty,

work in chains. In the present con.
test beiween East and West we
need first-rate brains at every
level where brains in government
are essential. To drive them out
18 an act of real subversion against
the well-being of this nation.

Bull-Fighting Would Lend
Dignity To The TV Screen

By ROBERT C. RUARK -

NEW YORK

s malnly
television to
its ful ak 1y tie bull-
fight, which currently is illegal in
America. 1t is 5o illegal the movies
won't even let you see the toro be-
ing transfixed by torero’s
sword.

This 15 obviously a foolish restric-
tion on mass sadism, since it is
perfectly legal to show a roller-
skate derby with female partici-
pants to the young and impression-
able. and wrestling, even with ine
timations of homosexuality, is now
available o all. T trust some eager
Congressman will remeds thi
mentable oversight on the brave
bulls.

The naughty books that are sold
in subway klosks invariably trade
heavily on scantily clad young
ladies” who wrestle. punch, pume
mel, and beat each other with im-
plements. This is supposed o be
provocative in a perverted sense,

It was my misfortune to cover
wrestling, or rasle mat away
back in the days when the rassles
were supposed to be a sporting
event. The steady rassle patron,
with & very few exceptions, is not
someone I would like to have in
the house. Not unless I am dealing
in green mould.

Sadism {5 a word the psycholo-
§ists popularized, and, the diction-
ary calls it “pleasure derived from
the infliction of pain.”" There evi.
dently are a great m
hand sadists running lose
land today, and television caters
them with the rassle riots and the
fracases that the roller-girls and
boys whip up for the customers
The one is as phony as the other

d “monsters who
Testling were
etul enough, to anyone with
A finicky stomach, in the old days.
1 suppose that a burper who wears
a monocle, bills himself as “Lord
Carlton” and describes himself as
& Britiah noble 4 eastly the cul-

e freaks an
live by professional
dis

tural superior of any one of the
numerolis Angels. But I am in-
clined to cavil & touch at Gorgeous
George, with his scen|
celled
ness which lends an extra neurotie
bang to his performance.
The fabulous success of the roller
derdles tells me an unpleasant
tastes and tenden-

cies of the American sports fan,
Many a piece of sublimated may-
hem, murder, and knows
‘what bizaare sexual inc] ition finds
fulfliment in the wholesale bruis-
ing that the skating girls and boys
exhibit to the customers. It come
ises a vicarious satiation of lust
that would shock a steady customer
of the bull corridas in Spain or
Mexico.

You cannot - dignify wrestling,
skating derbles or professional

hockey as *“sport.” They are purely
spectacles of physical contact,
e up, exaggerated,

se w
cullar satisfaction In_ simulated or
real pain at the expense of other
people. This is sadism.

S0 T" advocate the bull-fight as
an alternative for the television
people to- plug as fan-bait. Bull-
{ighting has at least a certain dige

dor de toros. None of the, money
that Manolete madle kept him from
the big horn when It came his

The bull and the bull killer are
ot owned by the same syndicate,
You ca t fix, or arrange,
A bull kills a perfumed
s eastly as he Kills
fumed ma

poor people get his meat for free.
Bull-ighting feeds the sadistis
urge of man, as well as the other

shorts e show on the TV screen,
and the bull has so much more dig-
nity thas the people. -

Hero Of Revolution Will Be Honored

WASHINGTON The radio report gives a version of llfe in the Unted

States which the Kremlin hopes the Russian people will
believe. Here are a few samples:

“In the American towns. one man In seven is starving,

f the population do not make a minie

tion

Zrom The Louisville Courier-Journel ; A TOROOTTEN nero of the Revolutionary War, an -
ANOTHER SUNLIT HOUR IS PROMISED tar "From Washingion, Lincomn  wng- Jeterson, - He. vas

Haym Solomon,
FIHE hope that once seemed so forlorn  wilted and all zest is departed
we

poked his head {n the door to see what was happening. At
Judiclary chairman, McCarran was in charge of the pend-
ing legislation, and it was his responsibility to keep a watch
on it

now buds and brightens. And
couldn't ask for a better time for this to
be than here on the verge of the season
when everything wakes up and there lsn't
® moment to spare from enjoying new

And then, In good time before dusk
there is freedom for another hour. There
are gardens and lawns to be tended, there
are ease and relaxation to be courted.
There ls—and 1'is 15 no small item In

money to fight the revolution but died penniless without
dim

ever recelving a
financed.

All these years. a al be,
erected In Solomon's honor. This was authorized by Con- v
en

somebody on 1!
legialation.”

“1 have told you at least six times that vou should have
he floor st all times to watch this” Lucas
stormed at McCarran. “Your committee is in charge of this

't vou think It would be a good idea If we had a
m‘:ﬂly leader present once in awhile?” McCarran snorted

set his clock ahead and order his day
for himself alone. It takes a concert of
arrangements, public and private. And the
Jaw makes all this possible. We would gain
at both the beginning and end of the day.

life. With luck and officlal reasonableness, these times of - .n and pressure—tran- e a0 g Peirts S, powevar. 10 raed the e Anerily; Lucas stalked off. "I guess ITl have to sit here

Loulsville folk may look ahead to & pre- qullity to be re: .red. There Li—yes, there  Now o Haom Memorial Society has been formed 24 HOUTs & day.” he muttered.

clous extra hour of daylight this SBummer. 1is pleasure to be found, and we make no ;;':u.:.m money, -:a': :Am“-.! .mnc n:nhlu it Tongue-Lushing :

The daylight-saving bill has d at  apology for this item. No man alone may Note—At one time Georgs Waihingion pulled Saiomon  Lucas waited untl yhe mest day to give Langer a scoid-  This 1 an accurate sample of Soviet brosdcasting a8
meet picked up by American intercepts.

passe

last and needs only the Governor's signa-
s Inside story behind this fantasy is that the Kremiin

the -
::"muhtn';u:.hnm?maummm
their own low standard of living and creats distrust
the fabulous United States. i)
Iven with the Seviets new price cuts, the Russtan

ure.
And s little later, when the airs are
‘bland

a

to take ——

Too many people are under the impres- ey when a  Worker must labor 117 hours before he can buy a patr of
1100 that the time to be good Is When YOu  adds snd Hor Hu hoo at Senate nod o7 thoes that would cost 3, or the equivalent of half 4 day's
are sick enough to call in the doctor.— No one can predict what Langer will do next, but the Senator 0K DY an American workman. Low-grade stewing beef
Pittsburg (Tex.) Gazette. Democrats are still burned up over his, Ial that costs nineteen cents a pound in an American chain

fm;mm&«mmmﬂ'.‘mum “that  tofe goes for 83 & pound In the Soviet—above the reach of

Anyone remember what hydrogen was : the ls bim- _the low and middle clases.
ever used for, back in the old days (about jority leader do not Other Te: A man's suit that sells for
w0 ot ago)1—Carliad (. ) Cur. 1 e e Laser R g R T Tt BN et
rent-Argus, floor,  And 3 mm;mmamummm&mmm-‘
—_— -mnnu"x:gng wrist watch, §30 here and $100 there, .

An old-fashioned girl lays her cigaretts  nothing the presiding > Ironically, in this Soviet “Workers' Utopla,” a loaf of

e radio i bread. the staple of '

down befors pulling her nightle over her M4, rer Sy o 4 Uifs, still conts 31/ times whas
WhAL goss oo In it did In 1940, though huxury ftems '

fbeac M), Beasts chamber whare Langer was grinaing liks & Yodka. haye aropped to prewas suice leres, O 204 % |




