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LODGE PROPOSAL HITS A SNAG

’I“ UNFAVORABLE vote In the House
. Rules Committee on the Lodge-Gossett
electoral reform bill probably means the
death of that measure In the 8lst Con-
gress. There fis little likellhood that the
committee will reverse its action, or that
the measure can be forced to the floor by
other means.

The constitutional amendment re-
ceived the necessary two-thirds majority
in the Senate, but was defeated in the
Rules Committee by a 7 to 4 vote. Voting in
favor were Reps. Cox of Georgia, Smith of
Virginia, Lyle of Texas, Democrats, and
Herter of Massachusetts, Republican. The
seven negative votes were cast by Sabath
of Tllinols, Madden of Indiana, McSweeney
of Ohlo, Defaney of New York, Democrats,
and Allen of Illinols, Brown of Ohlo and
‘Wadsworth of New York, Republicans.

* The vote reveals 'hy the measure was
rejected. tromh

pile up bigger majorities than the more
populous and more evenly divided states,
and hence would give Southerners a larger
volee in party affairs. -

This might be true at first. One of the
best arguments for the Lodge plan, how-
ever, is that it would vitalize a two-party
system in the South by making it worth-
while for both Republicans and Democrats
to work hard In every precinct. Before
long, the big Democratic majorities would
be trimmed.

‘What has happened is that the gimlet-
eyed political strategists of both major
parties have scrutinized the proposal to
see how it would affect the 1952 Presi-
dential election, not to see how It would
remedy existing wrongs. It does not mat-
ter to them ‘that under the present system
many millions of Americans are effectively
In voting for thelr President,

mid-Western - states lelr that the Lodge
proposal would give more power to con-
servative Southerners. They reason ‘that
proportional divislon of electoral votes in
each state would enable Southern states to

or that minority groups wleld prepon-
derant power In close states. All that
matters is staying In office, or getting in
office, and on that issue the question has
been decided.

INJUSTICE FINALLY RECTIFIED

II\BH!.I Have been times during the
years-long battle to repeal the unfalr
taxes on oleomargarine when we have had
doubts about the democratic processes. The
business of levying a tribute on one do-
mestic product to protect another domes-
tic product from competition, and making
the consumer foot the bill for that prouc

the suspiclon that repeal of the taxes
was not so much a matter of rectitude
a5 of politics..On the one hand were repre-
sentatives of the dairying states. On the
other were representatives of cotton states.
In the middle were Congressmen who had
little Interest In elther form of agriculture,
and who cast thelr ballot with an eye on
the in their

tion, seemed so unjust and
that we had no

It In this case that an injus-

for
the small dairy bloc in the Congress and,
indeed, for a Congressional system that
would permit such a bloc to exercise such
great power.
Those doubts are not entirely dispelled
by the final passage of & measure lifting
the taxes off oleomargarine. There remains

KITTEN IN THE KILN

HE case of the cooked cat should ralse
the hopes of atomic age citizens no
end. If the calico cat of Minerva, Ohlo,
could stand 38 hours of 600 degree heat In

a brick company kiln, think how useful he

and his kind might be In the event of a
hydrogen bomb attack.

Bealed acciden in the kiln, the cat
got singed all over—footpads, scalp, nose
—but he lived. Veterinarians are. as-

tounded.

80 are we, but nbt s0 astounded that we
cannot recognize the potential value of a
breed of supercats trained to fulflll nec-
essary public functions while weaker hu-

tice was finally rectified, but it was a by-
product of a battle between pressure
groups rather than a zeal for falr and
equitable legislation. The weakness of our
National Government, the Administration
as well as the Congress. is that so many
issues are decided in this fashion.

mans huddle in deep, atomic-proof caves.

We could indoctrinate them to serve as
feline tiremen to hold bomb conflagrations
to a minimum or perhaps we could de-
velop from some of the hardler varietles
2 medical corps to minister to humans
who couldn't make it to the bomb shelter
in time.

There's but one possible disadvantage in
the education and moblilization of the
world’s cats—could they not become mad
with power, strong In thelr immunity to
heat and refuse to give the world back to
us when we creep fearfully from our sub-
terranean retreats?

BLOWING YOUR OWN HORN

HERE are, we'll admit, times when an

automobile horn must sound pretty
nice—when you're a teen-age girl and the
“beep” is attached to your best boy friend's
auto out front or when you're waiting for
& bus in the rain and someone wants to
give you a lift to work.

But, by and large, we're antl-auto horn.
Neither the claxon call of a limousine nor
the melodic salute of the sporty convertible
nor even the work-day warble of a light
truck sends us, as the musician would say.

It s indeed true that automoblles must
be equipped with horns and that on occa-
slon they must be blown to prevent maim-
ing or manslaughter, but some dreadful
torment should be arranged for drivers
with itchy horn fingers.

In a sense, there Is a punishment devised
for them.

According to Jeff B. Wilson, director of
the Highway Safety Division of the North

From The Den ost

Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles,
they're pretty ltkely to wind up with the
motor, In their 1ap or a lawsult on their
ands. 3

“Show me." says Mr. Wilson, "a motorist
on his horn instead of his brakes
and eaution and Tl show you & motorist ho
considerably more than a 50-50 cha
of being responsible for an accident one ot
these days.

As a partlal explanation for hornitis on
the part of many travelers, Mr. Wilson
explains that the warning device was once
actually required by law.

In an excerpt from a Royal Ordinance
dating back to the days of King Alfred
in 700 A. D. it Is declared: “If a far coming
man or a stranger, journeying through a
wood or highway neither shouts nor blows
his horn, he Is to be held \a thlet and
either slain or redeemed.”. |

Those days, Mr. Wilson polnts out, and
we agree, are gone forever.

THE OIL MEN ARE WAILING v

TH! oll Industry, to nobody's surprise,
denounces President Truman as a
“wrecker and destroyer” because he asked
Congress to plug the capital-depletion tax
loophole which for years has been giving
oll men & unique exemption from taxes—
an exemption no other businessmen enjoy.

“Elimination of the depletion clause
would wreck the

Truman objects as an unfair and inequi-
table special privilege to the ofl industry.
The oll people say that their Industry
1s 20 hazardous they are entitled to special
treatment, because exploration and de-
velopment, which cost a great deal of
money, are necessary to the national wel-
farc and security. But what s the hazard

business in the United States” wails an
editorial being widely circulated by the
petroleum industry.

But the boys elther

(hen the . under this capital
epletion allowance. virtually guarantees
the industry against risk? That's what it
lmollnll to.

or
through a ension have missed
the President’s point. He has not asked—
as we understand it—that the depletion
allowance be wholly eliminated. He has
asked, however, and we think with the

. wh were
lble in 1949 w increase their dividends by
$87.000.000, or 18.5 per cent over 1948, they
don't seem to be doing so badly, for all
the risks they take. The oil men need a
stronger rebuttal of Mr. Truman's position
than they have yet produced.

It's nice to hear that more street widen-
ing Is in prospect, but 1t would be nicer if
weaving motorists wouldn't. make those
nicely-widened thoroughfares continue to
be two-car drives, with two lanes per car—
Nashoille (Tenn.) Banner.

wzyh.humwu alive in
f his flesh.—Mc

every Inch attoon (INl.)
Jmul»adu!

place wi hcnpnnoluuhn-

ily walts until mmdmbﬂum

car—Alezander City (Ala) Outlook.

‘Hey—You're Cramping My Styl;z'

News From The Capital

N. C. To Lose One Congressman -

By TOM SCHLESINGER
Charlotte News Speclal Wri

WASHINGTON
‘TREND that started nearly 100 years ago in North
Carolina will be reversed this y, Census

Bureau estimates prove correct.
For the first time since the population count of
1860, the state is facing a cut in its number of Con-

gressmen. ‘nu lice, however, doesn't mean North
Carolina’ tion 1s uhnnkln[ 1\ means stmply
that its mul-uon increase h t kept pace with

the national rate.

North Cagolina has increased its popufation since
1040 by more than according ta the Cen-
sus Bureau. But the national average has been about
13 per cent.

In 1940, the state’s increase of over 400,000 citi~
zens was
three - coun
gressional Dlllrkl and four from the 10th Congres-
slonal Disf form a new District (called the
11th)y l‘hﬁ.‘h 'lb represented by retiring Major Alfred
Lee Bulwinkle.

North Carolina’s low point In representation was
reached after the census of 1860 when only 7 members
were sent to the House. However. with each suc-
ceeding decennial count, the Tar Heels forged ahead.
In 1870 the number increased to 8;
tallies, North Ca

the tumn of the century, the number was
uped to 1o and by 1930 to 11" The 1940 census
rousht # tofal of 12, one sort of North Carolina’s al-

time high of 13 reached in 181

WHY the cut? ueh suu. ¥ rige unuuve is based
on its population. The e reapportioned
every 10 years. following the rtguhr coun count.

this will be accompanied by & h;um in_Southern
influence both nationally and within the Democratic

Southern and wran states would lose nine seats.

Fair Deal Democrats argue that the South's losy
s hardly a loss at ail, that It really docent matier
whether a vote is cast against an Administration bill
In the House by a Democrat from Mississippl or &
Renubhnn mm California.

the mpwmmmm will leave the re-
wionkl Nae Wachanaed o the. Sunate eacn
will still have two Senators no matter what
it population.

Most politiclans agree that the most important
factor in the shaping of political pattern n the next
decade will be the State legislatures elected this year
who will redraw the boundary lines of Congres-
sional districts. “W'tl‘l'-hhll&u\"ﬂlllm’,
determine the number of safe and marginal
starting in 1952.

zn?on‘normm mean a'lot
and his Tenth Cenxreuloml Dmrm lr me
State Leghlaure should decide um the west
tricts should again be reapport
In addition to M«umbur: xhe district lntlude:
:‘Iurk! Avery, Catawba, Lincoln and Mitchell Coun-

In the old 10th District. the Republicans could,
when thev wanted to, as in 1928,

votes. Before it was sliced neatly. GOP could
alwave average well: 1930 (37911 for Jonas): 1932
{43,067 for Jonas): 1934 (37820 for Edney): 1936 (42-

€50 for Edney): ml (37360 for Patton) and in 1940
(3773 for Moren;
The new lmh nmmled a elmrmr pleture. The

'rne total number of is
£435. Therefore one State's gafn 1s another suu‘:

. 1n this case, the West Coast states will gain
o ma 15 House seats involved. according to the

Census Burea:

Besides North Carolina which 1s down for one

lm other States on the losing side are: Arkansas
t fa (1)  Kentueky (1): Tllinols «1): Miss-
mmw (1): Misso New York (3); Oklahoma

T Pennsyivania (- an
ainer will be California with 8, or
Washington will get two, and the

Indiana, Michigan, Oregon. and

1y

et
more than half.
States of Plorida,
Texas. one each

us North Carolina will once again be faced
with the problem of redistricting the state.a job of
the Legislature. Ideally. each district should have
about ns

N WASHINGTON. campaign managers have one
eve on this Fall's election battle and the other in
1952 when the new reapoortionment will take place.
shifts may have significant results, for elec-
toral votes are counted by States with one for each
Tepresentative and Senaror.
¢, the tmmédiate etfect of
I be to increase the already growing In-
n“:m of the West while decre-:lnl that of the East
an
Western Lasues mav become more lmponlm n
Washington: reclamation, irrigation and power.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Pentagon this week 8 with

have to run as much as five miles before I caught up with  prasecution
frem new British Minister of Defense Emmanuel hinwell and  that r- for )n“
from British War Minlster John Strachey d Ieach down and feel his ribs. If he wamt portant 1y cases such
The two British Cabinet membery are colorful left-of-  fat, 14 et i 0 and take out after another rabbit.” James Mont.

-
center hbor Party politiclans. one of them accused of hmnc

but with 1
England. Shinwell is a hot-| -headed British Pole, rkuenuxu
mi and thor-

msay ini
oughly hated by the British Geners] Staff,

Once. during a Parliamentary debate, when another M.P.
ied of Shinwell. “Why don't you go back to Poland?”
he chamber and punched him.
moved from the Ministry of Fuel to the
“When he & luc

demand.
!hlnvdl norm-d scroas
War mnlnry wlruum Churchill kaid hopeful

ter of Fuel. we had no futl. Now um he ta Ainister
0 War.

was almost In 1942, Jonas
eained 31535 v votes: in 1944, Kqu 26757 1946, Burk-
holder. 21.096: and In 1944, Harmon,

District leaders are well -vlrr of the fact that if
the Reoublicans could consolidate their forces on otf-
national-election years, they could probably elect a
reprecentative,

armon’s vote in 1948. for Instance. was over T.-

700 more than Jones received (24614) in his "48 race
against Burkholder.

district Democratic leaders would like to

see happen is the ousting of heavily GOP Mitchell

and Avery Countles. These traditionally Republican

areas always furn I a heavy margin. In Mit-

rh:u favored Harmon 2800 to 971 Avery. 3212 to

Tt usually takes all that Mecklenburg can produce
by vav,Of & Democratic majority to offset Trese two
count

The race is then decided among Catawba, Lin-
coln and Burke Countles which, at best, are only
narrowly ocratic. Tn many of their local races,
Rtpuhllaru win offices.

anrnmuun Jnm vrvb-blv tn't too con
renwd whether Rogers opponent. He
figures that Republicans. as in the nm "R vematy
faithful to any standard bearer.

by 1952 with one or
bom“:f the Republican countles on the outside look-

“That's nolhln[ " drawled Indiana’s
Jhcobs. “Before I could even start for
to send me out to catch & r-bbn for breakfast.

More Tax Fraud
NOTHER

This commentator first u'nmed Sheritt
for having “received mone
ral

homespun Andy
school my father used

Wﬁrning To Taft Opponents:
It Is Later Than You Think

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

wumom
T 15 PROBABLY o early
predict the outcome of the xunz
for ~ the
Tainaton o Onia, Yet: al o

servers seem convinced, that vi-
tory 1s smisble
pol

the bag for
tical huk suu Auduor Jo-

son (who, as a mallesble political
. was always mc first a-
ganization cholce), DiSalle
given little or no m.n:e
Perguson, o those
who have followed his career, i
something of a caricature of the
genus of American Dollucun He
is a small turkey-coc)
with 2 real genius for the broad
smile and the warm: handshake;
he is sald to know an incredibly

large number of the Ohio voters
s first-name basis.
er, is virtually Uliterate

his nem h-uu- with the English

" classics of thelr
"and e Bas never pre-
that

But he is

kind),
tended

one 5 may
mmx of his political views) is ob-
viously a man of real national
v.m It s true that Taft won

narrow n 1944,
hien e wis challenged by a com-

In the first place. having falled
to nominate their favorite, farm
leader Murray Lincoln, the labor
leaders are by no means enthu-
siastic about Ferguson. They will

there wil b,

ok for him, and
& presty at doliop of labor mone
his disposal. But the g.,m.mf
S5 and drive from the men
and Aiberal . which
muld have been expected in 5

campaign, will cer.
umfyhbekln(lnlh-m".

n r-lu second place, this i 3y
off-year election, and this tim
there will be Do Roosevelt cony.

In the third place (atbough e
supporters like to bm
one-doliar contributions from 4
ittle guys™) Taft will have ail the
1 support he will know
what to do with, and more. Ac.
reports, Republican

money, which has been trickling
with such agonizing slowness nta
the national Republican hope
chest, has reached flood propor.
tions in Dhlo

Thus ic of the uaation
clearly -un-u that Taft i

politics arel -mcu,
And Tm clearly suffer=,
major disabllities, I the  fim
place, although Taft himsel |5
fond ‘of pointing out that he r..
never lost an election, it is almos
an article of mu-. h fmong ma
Republicans Bob Taft wouig
maxe & wondestul Pre-mm . but
he could never win the el

In the second place, u must be
born in mind that the conservative.
tsolationist forces which Taft sym.
bolizes (although he himself is less
conservative and less isolationist
than he i sometimes pictured)
have be
hand-running
nominating

cl
counter-boom d.velcnln.
Eisenhower. or a Warren
Cabot Lodge, to halt the Tate band:
wagon. But no real
signs of anything of the sort on the
horlzon. And if the Ohio situation
has been accurately interpreted,
it s a great deal later than tne
Anti-Taft forces ln the Republican
Party appear to

In The Soviet Union Even
The Writers Make A Living

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
Iw»\lmm.mlh-uh«mnm
from M. Bernard Baruch

:-o lm‘u. down u:awm

nof
Carolina abeorbing economics
walting for one of the old unue

ere talking taxes, & favorjte
topic at this horrid time of t
e

r.
Uncle S8am sald he hadn't got it
completely mmm out yet, b-u me

President’s on
ht'elllh! n

wages and pentions
least one thing to me attention of
d nue there was
been made for
lhz dcpleuun of the human ma-

m fore, he sald, they had
led pensions. Th

4 now saying, “We can't allow you
m 0 Jave a5 you wish—well do it for

T Just thinking, he sald ap-
anm-uu- that every num be-
—not alone the workers—wears
How about some provision
o artlsts and writers and base-
b:}' players and executives who
last only a certain length of
time? -It’s claimed that even the
Soviets -nw huer retumns to art-
ists and wri
A2 time when 30 much s be-
ing nm nhnm the humanities, BMB
mused, it seems odd that depmt--
tion on mltﬂllhuc machin d
given prefeience over the human
machine which can only last just
0 Through preparation and

a3 great an

Tas 0. office from which
i el some o! the mos!

the
called bureaucrats who Hot only A
mmmtmmmdﬂmo{mm

Senator Can't Slap Backs
mu.l::‘ smmumanmmmmrmmm'
s Cpital L m- = tough reeiection

While it may be said that un-
loubtedly artists—be they -

players i
some extra_dividend of enjorment
from their work that is denied more
prosaic tollers, it is still regrettable
that no taxation arrangement exists
whereby they may arrange & more
satisfactory amortization of a rel
tively short period of peak earm
ings.

“Is this & statement, Chi
asked the old gentleman.

“Naw' he sad. “This is A
thought I am just tinkering with.
Let's go shoot a bird.”

While 1 am engaged in this
pleasant journalistic endeavor, I 508
to thinking about baliplayers &
stripteasers and newspaper pe
and ‘quall shooters, and how
are mangled every year by the

Poor_most of his early youth and
who will be poor for most of his oid
43¢ unless he can find steady work
0% involving the personal use of &
a

Joe's m about 35 years invested
in a dozen years of big dough, most

of which he can't keep, according
o the taxes on personal income.
DiMaggio’s sale

of himself to the

“Let lhf baliplayers and the ac-
tors and the artists and the strip-

specially is financial amnesty for
rumpsprung writers and dessicated
quail shy

upon I dismounted and .m-

next five shots.

.Pentagon Told About British Radicals

WASHINGTON

A MBASSADOR LEW DOUGLAS made a special visit to the
to discuss Secretary of Defense

Louls Johnson the idea of withholding U. S. mulury secrets

t important ana
past decade have been directed.

s0-
perd )oh but nmed

any newcomer on
hm- Graham. 3

t of the University of North Carolina,

was Minister
War. perhaps we wil have n case illustrated how U. 8. Attorney's some- nman to be a fine Senator,
7 13 now under fire from Lord Besvarbrook's Lao- times fail to prosecute after a case is sent them by the ¥oods as far as politics is concerned, e
ammm; undamlur"huwwnww: known Justice And on ‘Oct. 26, 1940, this column further hlllo‘buh.nlumormnm
Communist views.” lnrvplyulnchry was once held Tevealed that U, 8. Attorney Bernard Flynn in Baltimore Furthermore he gives 8o much of his
up on Ellis Island as & suspected radical, said he was never had sent the case back to Washington, indicating that he ﬂllhmm»m%“uum.
A Communist Party member was opposed to prosecution. and the other day had to borrow from
doctrines in 1940 In his new post he is tn charge of counter- On Jan. 29, 1950, this commentator also called public = Sccount. So far organized labor, whom
esplon Attention to the fact-that Flynn's name was before thé ham? lifted & finger ta help. nor has there been even &
These appolntments come on top of Jitters given  Senate Judiclary Committee for reappointment as U, 8. At~ '&wdhﬂhmmmnw
m.vomcnmo«mnmmm-mmymrprnm jamey. and suggested to Senators that they investigate why that Graham has Just as consistently supoeried
muummnmtmm«a the USSR to set off & Flynn had not prosecuted the ex-sheriff of Prince Georges h—-ummmm.n.
bomb five years of Ameridan estimates. County for income-tax fraud. Qrabam is opbosed by ex-Senator Bob
In the end consclentious Lamar Caudle, in charge of -uwm-mmm 4
Rabbits V,_ Education Justice Dept's tax division. sent two of his attorneys to Mrs. Evalyn Walsh MclLean of Hope Diamond
EHIND closed doors n the Hi ZLabor Conai blunt. Daitimore and demanded that the case be pushed. Last by Willls Smith, former of the
otws. ttes, week Sheriff was indicted. : mmm&-wam.g.m
Barden of. North Carolina - t the tobacco interests and the bankers. It is




