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BRITISH LABORITES HOLD NARROW LEAD

Robert Pitts, Peggy Jean King Give Al

ibis

Claim They
‘Were Nof
At Scene,

Waitress .Begins
To Sob On Stand

\VN\SBORO S C.—(AP)
Robert Pitts, “the man
without fingerprints”, and
Peggy Jean King, 21-year-old | A20%,
waitress, presented alibis to-
dnyl in their $41,500 robbery
lm 3
They and Harry Russell, all of
Charlotte, N. C. are on iral in
connection with the mbbtry of 841,
500 from J. Wash

not give him a falr share of the
Joot.

Peggy, dark-haired and comely,
dented from the stand she ever had

n 1o the robbe
did not take the stand but tried to
show, by witneswses that he was in
Charlotte when Ladd was robbed of.
hu ll{ sal
small black-haired worgan
mullu before a packed court-
100m that she was in
on Thursday, Aug. 11, the day on
which Mr. and Mrs. J. Wash Ladd
testified she and Robert Pitts, 39-
year-old
general

merchandise store.
testimony

the

witnes broke ‘fnte sobs in ex-

plaining adout her questiofing
Charlette

on Sunday, Aug. 1, the r
the robbery. She sald that an of-
floer told ‘her, that her mother
was dying, and that another of-
Tieer lold her that she sught ta
make & confession.

It was st that polot that she

Greneker dis e jury from
the courtroom until she composed
herself and continued testifying

Earlier, Peggy King's sister-in-
law sald it was she—not Peggy—
whom Ladd saw at a preliminary
hearing.

Peggy g ‘sald she, members
of her family, and Pitts and his

bbery,
Through folr witnesses, all from

Charlotte, Pitts sought to
See PEGGY on page 1-A
Rail Disput
" WASHINGTON— () —President
man today set up an emergency
fact-finding board. automatically

heading off a nationwide railroad
strike scheduled for Monday.

The action has the tllect "ot e
hyln[ the propdyd strike for 60
day

3 signed an executive
order creating the board o inves.
tigale a dispute between the car-
riers and the brotherhoods of rail
way conductors and ratlroad train-

The names of the
board members will be a
later,

emergency
nnounced

The dispute i3 between the
hmmernm and_ cartiers repre-
sented Eastern, the West.
ern and the Southeastern

ry scene. Pitts|Zachary

former convict, visited their | BY

Priest,
strong arms a
stilness the sunset air they

:mud all hear the crisp voice ox
asking for an e
But - Zachary, ks pale,

cheel
glittering, hair mussed, could

stamp his right foot and wave his
arms in frantic movements, point-

ing to his open mouth as
a

hey were back hom
in Aln Karim did Zachary divulge

jumb!"” - Elizal 20bbed

groaned; surely they wers under
& curse of God.

THE MYSTERY REVEALED
But ery ldmmulhed ber

with uj
Slowly,

lnd mmm: inky.
(hlrlcun

with great exactitude

listening o0 an

e these words,
Elben gave o low moan and
began k and forth, beat-
108 her fsth against her tempits
Zachary had not only been en sriek-
en dumb; he had g

ment.
been
she read

o4 one
What he had whtten: lm' Aht It

hary - wal old
theltered her in  her arms.
“"We're going home, Zachary,
mut *Don't -;.’

By Fulton Oursler

{

Porttait of St. Elizabeth.

tury.

%a¥" blasphemy. “Téar It ip before
someone reported it to
Pri H man could put to|
death for such dangerous thoughts.

Zachary rose up, too: he
was dumb bul he was not deaf;
he heard it cil and it made him
impatlent. Writing again, he de-
clared he was still master

own 3
if she pleased,
first have (he kindness
ceive what he was irying to tell
her: what the oyl

has u been
jhat angels can
talk with men? Are we to deny
ptures of ? Does;
Bee| Zachary look mad to you, El

the Hign| there

TS
beth? Let us quiet and ask

The Gpeatest Story foor Jold.

Reworked from the original

painting attributed to the Dutch School in the 15th Cen-

him what sctually “happened  in

“TERRIBLY FRIGHTENED"
The priest picked up bis pen and
wrote again:

x entered the sanctuar,
ure was stas there. He ‘siosd
with folded wings and looked at

me. 1 was terribly frightened and
simost _ dropped censer. My
brain felt numb. My body was
cold. u
“I ean guess how you felt, be-
loved,” urged Elizabeth. “But did

the angel speak to you?"

Zachary bent over .the parch-
ment.

“He spoke in a deep tone unliks

See THE GREATEST on page 6-A

Plan Faces More Trouble

By MARVIN L. ARROWSMITH
SHINGTON —(P— Blashed
in half by the Senate Banking Com-~
mittee, President Truman's middle-
income co-operative housing pro-
gram lpﬂ!ll!ﬂ Ml)’ to be headed
for st more
p or (ReOhio) sad he and
other foes of the bill tend to earry
their fight for even more drastic
revision to the Senate floor.
1t is going to be quite & battle”
Bricker told a reporter, “and 1
have a feeling we may win It."
with
backers of,
comprom!
down version of the Administra-
tion's co-operative
through the
late yesterday. The vote was 9 to
4 but members reserved the
right to offer amendments during
the Senate debate, expected l'ltll

the original program
scaled.

*| month.

&
strong  opposition,

The original co-operative pro-
gram calied for $2,000,000.000 in
Government « guaranteed loans to-
co-operatives made up of families
whose ringes generally
from $2.400 t0 $4,700 a year.

The committee voted to cut the
loan figure to $1.000,000,300 and to
change the financing plan to bring
it in Hue with a recommendation
by the Federal Reserve Board,

p also agreed on deep
other housing pro-
I covers
. for example. to au-
thorize Pederal Housing Adminis-
tration (PHA) insurance of an ad-
ditional  $1.750,000,000 worth of
home loans by banks and other
private lending institutions. The
original .000,000.

ure was $2.750.

That PHA program, in operation
for years. s entirely aeparate from
the co-operative
pian.

Co-Op Housing Bill Is Halved

The eommittee also made a 30
per cent cut in the FHA loan in-
turance program covering home

repalr and modernization.
ViR stands it provides (or an addi-

XJnll $250.000. insurance for
suc

“Cut 1n hAlt, too, was a progra
calling, " for i ‘Governaent

nonty nwn anks,
oecided. on $150,
Tyear home
cont ingerest,
000,

loa per
instead of $300,000.-

The committee left intact sec-

sling 8300,
090,000 to colleges and universities

student and faculty housing.
ose loans cnula H repaid over
1-3 per cent

2. Reconstruction Pinance Corp

Officials of the trainmen's broth-
erhood in Cleveland h-nr s ma

union will comply with legal
ctdblgu provided by the B.lll!'ly

‘Onco Over Lightly
BY WALTEL SEICENTHALIR

—The Sen-
ate was split wide op(n loday over
what to do about preventing fu

Senators Are D:wded On
Issue Of Potato Support

proposal was agreed lo yesterday,

bul hours of ‘debate delayea the
There was a chance the story

8| otid be” e satoe today.

Lucas said he was trying to cor-

rect a potato program _that

price
100 | had already cost taxpayers $500.-

000,000, before
#Tecks the entire

criticism

Govern:
support far cotton, wheat,
com and other basie crops.
ns from ‘important po-
|iato-producing _states called the
Lucas price support repealer a vio-
lation of both Administration and
promises of supports
Senators Alken (R-VD), Brews
ster (R-Me), Thye (R-Minn) and
Dworshak  (R-Idaho) hammered
away at the argument that patato

this year.

growers, promised certain price.

mweﬂlhn"lln.nnhm
invested morey in tools,

Lucas and Wiftiams conceded

that their proposals amounted 1o
of support. -

hcru totaling $25,000.000 to aid in
an

P houses built
1c pmduclm financing.
Sparkman (D-Ala) said the
crigimal ol called for loans and
insurance suthorizations amount-
ing to $6,006 The commit-
ee dlashed k%o 43,508,000.000,

we
Balf

"hv all practical purposes,
sliced the whole program in
Sparkman  added.

Railroads Propose
Steel» Freight Cut

W YORK —#- Eastern rall-

The effect of the rate cuts,
approved by the Interuate Com-
merce Commission, would be t3 off-
Tet at least In part the recent in-
creases in steel prices generally

pasted throughout the industry fol-
lowing settlement of strikes over
and other

-nuu--unun east of
Ilhd-)wlu\dnmn of the mna

As thelyam

h_purpases. Prvmmxy it-called| oy

if | Karpe

Raleigh Man
First Of Five
ToFile Fee

Not Yet Ready To
Name Manager

RALEIGH — (AP)— Willis
Smith of _Raleigh today en-
tered the race for the U. 8.
Senate seat now held by Sen-

-|ator Frank P, Graham.

Smith announced his decision to
enter the race for the Demoeratic

e tme paid his filing fee of
to the State Board of Elec-
us became the first of four
candidates for the post 10 file for
e May 27 primary.
Smith, a former speaker of the
tatives, ls-

io pay the tiling fee:
am fiing my candidacy for
the U- 8. Senate Tor the unen
term of my friend the late Honor-
able J. Melville Broughton. 1 am
paying the filing fee as required oy
law, I shall have another state-
ment later in the day."

Smith, a prominent Raleigh law-
ter, is a former president of the
American  Bar Assoclation. He
rerved as an observer atithe Num-

Tepresented Wike Counly In

(he State House of Representalives

In 1937, 29 and 31 and was speak-
G of the House in 1831,

a e
WILLIS SMITH

Already in the lum agalnst Gra-
for the Democratic nomina-
tion are former Senator Robert Rice
Reynolds of Alhe\mf Manley Dun-
ay of Charl 4 Olia Ray
Bovd of Pinetown.
Graham, former president
University of North Caroli
sppointed to the Senate last 3
b, (.m:nm Scott
¢

nm ile Brough
The contest wi

Ser SMITH on page 1-A

Senatorial nomination and at the |counf

Mine Union's Trial
Ordered For Monday

WASHINGTON — (M — Judge
Richmond B. Keech rﬂuud today
10 drop contempt
Uhe ‘wiking coal miners wnl
ordered a trial on Monday.

and

Keech_told union attorneys they|day

muld have a jury trial if they de-

vlelly K. Hopkins, chief UMW
attorney, said he would consider
over the week-end whether to ask

for a jury trial
Assistant  Attomey General H
Graham Morison asked that the

trig) start tomorrow. He noted that
since the original court back 1o
v issued Peb. 11, “there
has been no Increase in production
of the bituminous mines of this

try”
CITES EMERGENCY

Urging the need for speed in the
case, Morison said:

At least 20 states have adopted
emergency measures Lo take care
of the coal supply.

“Virtually all of the nation's
cities have the same problem.

“If this contempt ls established
in appropriate trial then it s U
view of the Government that the
full power and majesty of this

court” be used to get. the miners

back on the job. '
Hopkins »b:mm o having the

trial omor

Judge Keech Uhe set it for Mone

MOTION DENIED
The judge denied Hopkins' for-

mal motion that the civil and
criminal  contempt  charges h-
the proceeding

dropped and
e

e

Union attorneys had argued the
court had no right to issus back
to work orders 1o the miners.

The contempt charges were
brought because the miners have
paid no attention to Keech's in-
junction, ordering an end to the
strike,

John L. Lewis, leader of the
mine workers, turmed down chances

actions
1946

1o

tempt

workers in
was an

and
individual
those cases which resulted in §2.-

130000 in fines against him and
the union
Lewis is not a defendant this

“e—

Sweeping
Gains Made
By Tories

Parliamentary
Control In' Doubt

LONDON — (AP) — The
Labor Party held a narrow
and precarious lead tonight
the Parliamentary election.
It was doubtful that Prime
Minister Attlee would have a
uorklblo majority in the new .
House of Commons even if he
defeated the- combined oppo-
sition of Conservatives and
Liberals.

Shortly after 6 P. M. the Labor-
ites heid a lead of 22 seats over

their  combined tion.  With
over 95 per cent of the vote counted,
the results were:

Labor 310 seats, Conservatived
s0d allied jed candidates 281, Liberals
**Por & time, the Labdrites and
the combined all
even. Four times in fifteen min~
utes of t opponents.

counting the
were dead level, and four times Lae
bor went one seat ahead. Then
{oe, Laborites forged ahead by sev=
f"il m L

Living Cost Average
Shows Slight Drop

pared with uu in the new figure |15

WASHINGTON—(P — The Gav-
ernment today consumer
prices dropped 04 per cent from
mid- Mhu‘ to mid-Janusry,

for ununry
w & decline of 08 in
nizx wmu. bt the percentage of
amaller because

The Lal
here m\mnnum- price lev
Iough measute of cort of living
changes in mid-January
to 663 p-r cent above the prewar
1t was 673 above
r.
General Motors, the natlons lare-
est auto produc n-

the Index stood far above 100.
Wholesale prices have been climb-

ing in recent weeks, but there has

not been time yet to atfect

price tags. Whnolesale levels usually

foreshadow consumer. price trends.

nounced pay i for ita workers
and & cut of 810 to $40 in the
prices of all its passenger cars and
trucks,

The GM contract with its em
ployees calls for an adjustment in
the cost of living allowance
on changes in the index kept by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The adjustment by GM provides
for a two cents.an hour cut in cost-
ot-living allowance for 200,000 hiour-
Iy rated employees and a $10 quar-
terly cut in such honuses pald about

000 salaried workers

To the public in general, the im-
‘Dortant thing was thal consumer
orices on Jan, 15 were 23 per cent
lowtr than a year ago.
still were 252 per cent

Labor Department fig-
ures, than June. 1946, when the Of-

Food prices dropped most—0.7 per
to mid-
January. All major living item

costs declined except rent and fuel
electricity and refrigeration,

GM Cuts Auto,
Truck Prices

DETROIT—(/—Price cuts rang-
ing from 810 to $40 on the prices
of all its cars and trucks were an-
nounced today by General Motors
Corp. The reductians
tive Immediately and
announcement of downward ad-
justment in the cost of Living al-
jowance to be paid GM employees

fice of Price OPA) the cost of
stopped operating [ given OM em-

Officials sald the continued de-| o) f the contract be-
cline in consumer prices in Janu- “,_. oM and its hourly -ls
m was tempered by At |4 jed workers. It is revised accord-

dip is normal
becatae of a customary drop in
food prices, January sales offer-
ings by stores and other factors

dex dipped
December—
month

xw.w“.
That

O the 1934.39 average

VIENNA, Austria — ma
identified by police as the Ao
naval attache to Bucharest

plunged to his death in & railroad
tunnel south, of Salzburg yesterday.
Semi-official sources sald today
there 13 “no hint of foul play.
Washington, however, officials
said they were not eliminat.ng the
poutbility that the officer may
have been alain. Formal comment
was being withheld pending fur-
ther word from
U s Armv investigators tenta-

y
l:u‘tne Kmpe who was a close
friend of Robert A. Vogeler, the

mm of being an American spy.
PAPERS BORE NAME

Austrian police sald papers bn
the battered body, found on the
curve of a railway track. bore the
name of Capt. Police said
may have been stand

& sleeping car door. losing his
Ance. when_ the Paris-bound Arle-
berg Express rounded the cuve
1t was known that Karpe
from gout. which made it mf'\cuu
for him to stand erect.

Karpe's body was found by an
Austrian laborer who was check-
ing wires in the tunnel.. Austrian

& by

and Polomac

police were notified and other pas-

n | sengers on

Vogeler Friend Dies In
Fall From Austrian Train

the
tioned by police at Fledkirch
the Swiss border. French
ade a aimilar check before e |
rain reached Pafis

d all passengers ap-
be legitimate travelers
was 1o reason o supect
n Karpe's death.

train were q
nesr

Vienna yesterday on
returning
United States on ieave. He had
served nearly ars in Bu-
charest. He was in civilian clothes.

Karpe visited the Vogeler home
in Vienna last Wednesdsy night
Told about the discovery of the
body. Mrs. Vogeler sald “he was
one of Bob's very dearest friends.
His death s a terrible shock to
me."

The Army
statemént on
thordties are

is withholding any
the deat! au-
posttiy

the man . is

¥ | Karpe and his next of kin hpa been
jed.

Karpe. 45, was a destroyer com-
mande: n the Pacific during the
He was awarded the Legion
Seerit and the Navy commenda-
tion ribbon for outstandjng war
service.

The Navy listed Karpe's home
town as Delhi, La.

1ng to the cost of living Index of
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Under the terms of the adjuste

t formula, there will be A two
ents an hour reduction in the
cost-of-living aliowance for 290,000

iy rated employees and a $10
texly reduction in cost of living

bopusey paid approximately 72000 |
salaried workers This revision will
w,o‘r”ecm' March 1

| the downwai tment. |

uull)-rl\M workers will now
|receive & cost of living aliowance
of three cents an hour for the next
three months. Eligible salaried em-
ployees will receive an allowance
for the entire quarter of §1
Todays price cuts marked the
[ enira suen action by General Mo-
ors during the last tweive months
In" each nstance the  reductions
{have been tied with downward re-
|vision of the Bureau of Labor Sta-
s cost of living index.

1949, price reductions of exactly
the same amounts were made.

As on the two previous occasions
today’s cuts mean reductions of
$10 on Chevrolet: $15 on Pontiac,
$15 to $20 on Oldsmobiles; $15 to
$22 on Buick and $25 o $40
Cadillac vehicles. On GMC trucks
the reductions amount to from $10
o 8§25,

Von N ‘s Prison

(Vo

retall |

nas

“On Feb. 25, 149, and on May 23.| I

came _ back
"9‘7 in today's counting after
overnight results had cast s pall
of gloom over headquarters of Win~
on Churchill's party. When &
rcess in the count was Laken

the Laborites held »

of 6! 5
In old M of Commons,
which had ‘“ RIK the Laborites
| cutnumvered the Conservatives

ne -m’f EDGE
par-

bor spokesman said his
o malority of 30 wals ta
Ionctioneflecively n

talnly not o noing to pronounce wi

18 going to haj mmb«uhmu

Parliament is going to be in a very
condition,

un-ubb

“All can do s to keep our
eyes nudun fixed on the main
purpose to bring our country back
1o the forefront of the nations and
u; make her a home for all our peo-
Pl

The popular vote at 5 P. M. (nooa
EST) was:

11,698,009, Conservatives,
10938.261; Liberals, 2318247,
With the race o
posaible that

ae.
travel difficulties they will not re-

port on how they
Monday.

The constituencies are in_the
highlands and islands off the Scot-
tish coast. Of the four, one voted
Liberal National, one for Labor,
and two for the Conservatives in

5.

voted until next

3

The race was 50 close, that many
leaders on both sides specufited
oih the possibility that neither par-
ty would” be able to muster a work-
ing majority in the new Parlia-

3| ment. That would force a new elece

ton In the near future

A Conservative spokesman said
tnere seemed a good chance that
the winning party,

Jd be lucky

Yome with a majority of b

ANOTHER ELECTION POSSIBLE

1f this happened another election
would be unavoidable.

Usually in these circumatances

are minority political groups
which can be persuaded (o
port ove side or the other.

Bug this time the Liberals, third
strongest party in Britaln, were
inaking a sorry showing in seats
won the “splinter”  groups
were completely obliterated.

An ourpouring of voters from the
rural and small city districts re-
early in

sup-

parties believed
Labor plled up a lead whigh many
meant certain victo

When the counting was recessed

o0 1ast night, with Labor holding its

ig lead. there was jubllance at
Transport  He Labor Party

See LABOR on page 1-A

Sentence Is Reduced
HAMBURG. Germany—#—The

was reduced from eighteen to
syears imprisonment.
Army snrounced today,
The former field marshal
sentenced last December for
leged atrocities by his  German
troops in Poland and Russia. At
the time German newspapers al-
most unanimoualy

ticized  the

sentence.

What's Inside

.




