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SNAFU POTATO POLICY

government's hot potato got hotter
lnt week as carload after carload of
Canadian spuds rolled Into the nation.

Farmers north of the border were cashing
in on the distressingly ridiculous. price~

As the Agriculture Department dyed ton
after ton of the Yankee tubers blue and
either strewed them on the ground or
dumped them In the sea, Canadlan potato-
growers sent more tons of them over the
border to sell at a cheaper price than the
parity-paralyzed American potato- market
could match.

In Washington, D. C.. as Congressmen
raged and snorted over the entire price-
support mess, their favorite restaurants
were selling them Canadian french fries;
s the Agriculture Department paid $2.15
per sack for Maine potatoes, Canadian
growers shipped patotoes to Washington

'I!xl REPORT of the Presidential fact
finding board on the issues involved In
the coal strike revealed for the first time
Just ‘'what has kept John L. Lewis and the
producers apart.

In all these months of fruitless “negotia-
tion", there has been no public statement
of the demands of either side, and the
public has had to guess at them.

Now we learn that the fact-finding
beard thinks both sides are at fault. The
producers have Insisted that Mr. Lowis
abardon the “able and willing” clause, the
union ship, union memorial periods, and
3 the payment of welfare pensions to UMW
members only, before they would talk
about wages or Increased welfare fund
payments. The mine boss, for his part, has
refused to make known hiz wage and wel-
!m fund demands untii the producers
would agree to continue ‘i the new con-
tract those four provitions of the old
agreement.

No wonder there has oeen no agree-
ment. And If neither side ylelds, there can
be no agreement.

Yet the situation is not hopeless. Already
® Federal judge has ncid that the four dis-
puted provisions are Llegal under the Taft-
Hartley Act, and has issued an order for-
bidding Mr. Lewis to Insist on these de-

¢ SHIFTING THE BLAME

£ 'NTIL Governor Scott is a bit more spe-
f cific In his charge that the “conserv-
atives” in the past General Assembly were
responsible for a looming state deficit, we
must put it down to politics.

The record is clear on the major appro-
priations, and it shows that the pro-Scott
faction in the House, led by such Repre-
sentatives as John Umstead of Orange
County, successfully fought bona fide at-
tempts by more “conservative” members
to reduce appropriations to the level of an-
ticipated expenditures.

Furthermore, Governor Scott himself
Joined the effort to use the $30 mullion
postwar reserve fund for current expendi-
tures—teachers salaries. Had that carried,
1t would have set up a level of expendi-
tures which would force greatly increased
taxation In 1951 It was defeated in a hot
floor. fight by the “conservatives” who
managed to steer $25 million of that sum
into the sehool butlding program. a non-
Tecurring expense.

Governor Scott singled out Frank Tay-
lor. appropriations committee chairman.
for special rebuke. saying that Taylor had

i “grinned” and refused to take out of the
Appropriations measure an  allocation
for a cucumber test farm. The Governor
#aid a client of Mr. Taylor's, a pickle man-
ufacturer. was interested In the farm

We have no iInformation on this par-

From The Anderson (S. C.) Independent
—_—tmon 0. & 'ndependent

for considerably less than American farm-
ers could.

If it were not for the fact that this fool-
ishness is costing the American taxpayer
about $100,000,000 this year it would be up-
roariously funny: a government which can
sustain a nation at the highest living level
in history: a government which could lead
& natlon to victory over the war-machines
of Germany and Japan; a government now
recognized as the most powerful in the
world—stymied over spuds.

It would be funny except that the snafu
potato policy Is taking money out of our
wallets and giving to potatoes growers
who have already become fabulously
wealthy, except that while the government
dumps potatoes Inta the Atlantic, needy
families all over the nation are scrimping
to buy five pounds of potatoes to allay
their hunger.

LABOR LAW’S SUPREME TEST

vices. The order has been appealed.

Furthermore, the National Labor Rela-
tions Board is due to rule on whether
these are “unfair” practices or not.

If, somehow, an authoritative decision
can be had on these points, It might, as
one writer put It, narrow the area of dis-

greement between Mr. Lewis and the pro-
ducers so that they can get on with the
discussion of wages and welfare fund pay-
ments. .

Meanwhile, it remains to
whether or not Taft-Hartley will be tqul.l
to Its supreme test. There is mixed reac-
tion among the miners. Some of them
want to defy the Injunction, even If it
means the jalling of Mr. Lewis and the
riddling of the ufiion treasury by heavy
fines. Others, thelr belts tightened by the
long period of relative Inactivity, are re-
portedly ready to obey the Federal injunc-
tion.

A great deal depends on Mr. Lewls' own
sense of responsibllity. He can do irrepar-
able damage to his own union, and to the
cause of labor generally. if he fails to get
the miners back on the job during the
period of the injunction

It is unfortunate that Federal authority
had to be invoked: yet no individual, or
group of individuals, can be permitted to

* flout that authority.

ticular appropriation. but observed during
the session that it was Frank Taylor. more
than any one man, who kept the Scott
forces from running wild on expenditures.
He fought a dogged battle, losing more
frequently than he won. to hold appro-
priations in line with revenue

Toward the end of the session, numerous
amendments to the appropriations meas-
ure were offered by the “conservatives” in
an effort to reduce the total. The amend-
ments were defeated. one by one, as the
Scott forces kept the House under control.
On the first reading of the final appropri-
atlons measure, there were more than 30
negative votes, an almost unprecedented
number for that particular blll, indicating
that the “conservatives” held out to the
last

It is true that Governor Scot. urgea new
taxes to cover the Increased exoenditures,
and that the “conservatives” refused to
¥ote any new taxes. But they were in a
minority. and new taxes were blocked only
because a good many legislators who sup-
ported Scott on expenditures joined the
battle against new taxes.

Governor Scott is approaching a new
<ston of the legislature without the big
issues he had in 1949, Frank Taylor is an

or the
of the House Could It be that the Gov-
#mnor is trying to drum up an issue and
beat Frank Taylor with the same stone?

POPULAR WILL SHOULD BE OBEYED

HE U. 8. Senate has approved a bill
offering a constitutional amendment
to change the strange and cumbersome
way in which Americans elect a President.

* This bill. tagged the Lodge-Gossett
amendment, would take into considera-
tion the popular vote in splitting the elec-

toral votes of the various states
As the Constitution stands. a candidate
who edges another candidate by even one
vote gets all the electoral votes of a state
Under the amendment. the popular vote
would be taken into consideration and
* electoral votes divided on a proportional
basis.

Dissatisfaction with the strict electoral
college system is nothing new.
It began as far back as 1796 when the
“plan resulted in the election of a President
to one party and a Vice-Presi-
dent belonging to another.
Jackson, elected in 1824, urged
abolition of the electoral college many

It was tie election of 1876, however, that

vote than his leading opponent. In 1888
Grover Cleveland got 100.000 more votes
thin Benjamin Harrison. But he won only
188 votes In the electoral college to Harrl-
son’s 233

Up to now every effort to reform the
Presidential election ~ system hds been
blocked by one party or another. Fear was
that the other party would gain advantage.

The Presidency carries more power today
than ever before. It is all the more im-
portant that people have a more direct
say-50 to who occuples the White House.

Senate approval of the amendment bill
Rives promise of some change in the future
although the plan still has a rocky road to
travel.

A House bill similar to the Lodge-Gossett
measure has recelved committee approval
and will probably pass.

The amendment then must be approved
by three-fourths of the state legislatures.
Battles may be fought in the 48 separate
capitals.

But the need for reform is obvious
enough to give the proposal sufficlent
public support to add it to the Constitu-
tion.

To save sometimes means that you will
do your spending ‘ww.—um (Mo.)
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Personal Property Listing Faulty

By TOM FESPERMAN
Charlotte News Staff W
WHILE the Gity
their plans for a re:

ppralsal of property valies
in Mecklenburg. it might be well to lmk into anotner

the revenue

lsting of
penmul propenty

% looked. the things you see may cause tne
xmm: i eyebro

e usual period for the listing of household fur-
niture. electrical appliances, silverware, clothing. cows
merchandise, shop equibment and automobiles, air-
planes and bicycles came to an end on Jan.

Tax Supervisor Rufus cmer says the Tisting was
in good style, with other

years.

But what of the system that has been used hera
for vears?

It appears to be outmoded Tt ropearsagtoliy
inadequate for metropolitan Cherlotte and itx
trial satus ox -rn ax for the rather thickly- pnw-
Ited * as of Mecklenburg.

Tt ‘appenrn. “Hrankiy. that the City and County
Governments are loine a great deal of revrnue by
not doing a more thorough job of listing personal
Froperty.

# of Government, which only recently
norted an A lont and detatled stude of the local
fax structures

Bul it can be sald with A feeling of understate-
ment, that the Institute's experts did kit thei brows
and scratch thelr heads when they zex
Small Amount of personal property there seema th be
in rich Mecklenbury

Using mathematics. percentages and tables of
comparisnn, the Institute found evidence that there's
little of this tvne of nrovert n relation to tre
amount reported in other North Carolina “big" coar
tles.

It found that Mecklenbure Buncombe  Wale.
nml!om Forsvth and Durham Countles e the same
for listing motor vehicles  Each nf these coun-
rhecks owershin with the Department of Moror
Vehislae xn {t' ascumed that all thees counties It
4 it e eome destes of seureer

ROt n the Ngttne of athe- tvpey of property, the
word “aceuracy” fin't an~ticahta

FPAKE & ook ar C e Thie refers o
Bt fuesieo eautnment and

snimala. with a $70 exemntion allnved each houes-

halder

The Tnstiture

raze firures lited
per hausehold in the hig counties

[

ake
Mecklenburg

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

apparent in, the

week. But during a closed-door caucus of

reconciled before the party can win any

tortes

When the proposed policy statement was first presentad
argaret Chase Smith of Maine
complained that part of the statement had llrndv been

to the private meeting, Sen.

broadcast by Drew Pearson, so it was urged fhat the
ators keep further details from “leaking to Pearson™,
ever. here is a brief summary of what happened.

Although nearly
what the policy t should say,
Maine ahd Taft of Ohio who_engineered “ihe final
promise.

“If you agree with 80 per cent of the statement. that is
wster, “We cant

s much as anyone can e

crery Senator had his own ideas on
Brewster of

Is the average Mecklenburg householder really
that much poorer In furniture and clothing than citi-
zens of the other counties

The Institute al<o Iooked into the matter of list-
ing merchandise and fixtures by business estabilsh-
ments. It found that the averaze establishment in
Guilford Coun's was lited at 48
age estal

HE Institute pointed out that Mecklenburg is using

a svstem of Yst-takers that was fitted for rural
countirs where there i< a slow turnover of property,
and where values tend to remain steady.

There 1< a list-taker for esch township ®or Char-
Iotte Township there have been elght list-takers,
fhough Mr. Grier said ten were used for the riy
this vear

In rural counties. township Nst-takers can be o
pected to ¢ virtually evervone in their respectt
townships and ta know somethine of newly-acquiret
Property in thelr respective townships

fast-growine. ever-chanzine Charlotte And
Mecklenbure. “it {s follv to suppose that any
<hin list-taker hac an © anproaching personal
knowledee of all the nronerty and property owners in
his toxnship.” the Institute save

The Institute's experts lioked at
eame to the corclusion That the el
Charlotte would be reor
persanal proverty nf 21
Aay Auring the. 20-day

That gives the lier-
1o determine the va
erty

Using the ol4 method
for each townshin the husiness of reporting on ner-
tonal proverty varies widely In comparison with
the two minutes per Dsting in Charlotre, the his'-
taker in
northern part of the county could devote an average
of twenty minutes to each ouseholder.

148 figures
st-takers far

age lting e
Neusehelders o fitm every
sting .4

WaKer. tnn, minutes in which
10 of any householder's props

emplovine list-takers

2

HE Institute found w5 that the tax abstract. or

blank form which vou fill out each vear could be
imoroved tvre 1s «mall and hard to read. The
form dresnt provide blanks for a reaxonably eom-
plete list of the tvpes of personal property tn be
found in the county.

There is alia <ome surpriee at the fact that s
householder fsn't reatiired to swear to the ysual 1ch
when making returns
more comolieate’t huriness of re-
perty rmerchandise. fix:
ete 1 of buciness firms there f ont
poration clerk hired W check Hstings

The Tnatitute of Government included fts tind
Ings and recommendations on personal nroperty
Ing in a general tax stricture report desiened to nelp
the City and County consider eansolidation

en 1f concalidatian s in dim. distant_fu-
“The City and Coutes otficials might do well 10
concentrate xoon on this mystery of the missing
Toes. Decklaces. sewing machines, fur coats ana

Republicans Rowed Over

WASHINGTON “This
E basic differences inside the Republican Party were not
GOP Magna Charta issued jast
GOP Senators.
there developed a significant cleavage which will have to be
resounding vic-

nnem obje:

Senators Ives of
lined up with the

“Young Turks”,
vote only seven or eight shouted
Sen-  for the Democr:

Air Vs. Oratory

lRATl

Hoa-

com-

party.

xw:: backward when we ought to be looking

ere that the labor statement placed tle
areatent emphasis on retaining the name of
+ Instead of carrecting the Injustices of Taft-Hartley.

ew York and Smith of Maine alio
but when the question
of adopting the policy statement N finally put to 8 voler

“Taft-Hartler,

Remarked Senator Atken afterward: “This ts a great day

Economy-Minded Taft Would
Open Way To Gl Bill Abuses

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

EOO!M is & magic word on
blicans mean

to nly huvuy in melr drive to re-
capture Bu

Shen tconomy hits & large and
articulate segment of the mln(
Whll‘: then It is likely to be pushed

The Bureau of the Budget and
the Veterans Administration are
sending to the White House a re-

Port on the cost of the G. L Bill
0( Rights. It shows an extraordi-
Pary waste of Government funds

in phony schools that have sprung
crude explol-

up since 1944 and In

ta
ongress by
Veterans Administrator Carl Grdy.
But it goes further. In
many industrial .areas the number
of G. I's taking advantage of the
G. I bill has doubled in less than
8 year. the report shows. This re-
flects rising unemplosment or par-
tial employment
In many instances the so-called
training i

ried veteran with 1o or more de-
rendents. In addition. the veteran
draws an  unemployment
Bince both the G. I adlowance and
the benefit are free of Pedera! in-
come tax, he may have a larger
net income this way than he would
on_a pay roll

The President Is expected to use
the report as the basis for a mes-
#age to Congress suggesting an end
be put to the worst abuses by leg-
islative action. It also is iikely that

the Veterans Administration
and the Budget Bureau believe
would add billions of dollars to the
cost of G. I benefits

s was sponsored In the Senate
bv Sen Robert A Taft of Ohio,
one of the most frequent denounc-
€rx of deficit apending by the Tru-
man  Administration. The Senate
passed the bl in the closing days
of the last session and it i ex-
pecied to come before the House
soon

A majority

report of the VA's
d! Committee
as an unlimited
invitation to every veteran to take
S many courses as possible. The
Teport suggested that 1t
mean an additional cost of
<815 10 360 bilions,

The last Is, of course. a fantastic
exaggeration. Rep. Olin Teague of
Texas, sponsor of the bill in the

by N. Rasely of
Burdett College, .
championing the bill as necessary

Budget Bureav take,
serious view of the measure.
though ft does not specifically do
20, the bill, believe, would
postpone the cut-off date for at
least five years. umn present in-
urpmn&on a -m be unsbls

0 begin ne m'lﬂ education
Aeer July 2. 1051, mhmh those
who have previously s thelr
raining can continue. If mu cute

an estimated
zxnvu\'! COSTLY
realized how extensive
and how cortly the O 1
The total cost through the
fiscal year 1951 s estimated rough-
Iy at $12 billions: the cost
running at about $23 billions an
nualiy, Recently the Veterans Ad-
ministrator sent a request to Con-
gress for an additional $300.000 000
budgetary  estimate 1o
cover apending under the G.
bill That
skyrocketed In the current year.
Some of the abuses are in rural
areas where trumped-up on-the-job
farm training has meant for many
farmers’ sons mereiy a Government
In the backwoods of Ken-
tucky, { is reported. 35 and 40-
year-old G. I's are sitting tn
fourth-grade  schoolrooms, often
next to their children, in order to
draw the $1 month  from
Washington
The VA Advisory Committee re-
ported that 5600 new schools had
come into being since 1944 Some
of these are valid and useful train-
ing schools necessary to take care
1's honestly seeking 10 ad-
vance themselves But far too many
are fy-by-night institutions chiefly
interested in getting tuition money

vyoung veterans. B
Ing such & vast prog
has naturally had to lay down reg-
ulations to
abuses As viewed
the Taft-Teague bill would wipe
o

in administer-
ram the VA

all regulation and open the

hi
sound  pretty

economy
hollow.

Man Of Future: No Legs,
One Big Eye, Hole In Head

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

lr Am BODY cares whas s
escendants are going to look

Itke, H can tell you. They will have

no feet will be completely
dumb, thi ave
Fuge, headlight-like eye,

will have two little

the
They will have one great ear and
one tiny ear. And their heads will
be distingushed by a larze, Tound
Fole « bou
tion bectuse 1 kiow now
is permanent. This
rrid truth was brought home to
In_terrible fashion tother eve
when Mr_ Bamard M. Baruch quit
talking about the hydrogen bomb
and the Britwh elections for some-
1 more important. Milton
Berle. to be followed by boxing
bouts. was on the TV s
Prior 1o thia T had been to cal
of an actor. suitably surrounded
be guests. These were guests who
right normally be expected fto
Fiovide a bright evening,
sation-wise, since  they
4 With the usual malices
that’ accompany people in the en-
tertainment dodge
single hard of wable chit-

bod;

a certain mn‘c or—

ision business. Or &
i the television

A certain sponsor—

Fusiness. "Or
i the you-know-what

We had one spirited hunk of

sandwiched  betwesn
to the Girls” and a
anevsceel. It wax where
Put the furniture in order to ac-
Commpdits television. One man, a
generous sort, allowed that in the

and teachers needed h
out the state-control f
his shining baid head

modern house & television et was
necessa very
chair o7 an axh tray. A selfish
inhibited type ventured that in his
Fcuse the TV would be allowable
oulv in the bedroom. for his own
slothtul enterfainment,
sure. a8 Abe Burrows came
the video,
extraneous ¢

h
rboard

“He's got

2 * ‘anpther man said
“Teiesivion has killed the
conversation,” another man said.

“It sure has” another Joe re.
miarked

Snhhhh—shush!*
man said.

So then we lap-disalved to Paul
Whiteman. tricked out in a cow-
boy suit and leading his band with
A pearl-handled gat, in what
seemed 1o be ballet about a

the  second

departs the lips, e are pre-
ceatined to be dumb. The hole in
the head i to allow people to aee
tnrough your skull when the roller
nerby 1s on the screen. Legs? You
t need anv. You'll have every.
rizht there in the
the ecreen
Fran ane*

‘Magna Charta’

ald came principally tmm |he National Education Assocta-
tion_and the Teachers' Un:
The ladies sussested et perhaps una had changed

igher salaries. fully potnted
pature of the bl Bt B Raybum shook
and commented, “Once you start

#iving Federal funds. you get Federal control, too.
NOTE- peaker is listed in the confidential fies

of the National Education Asnciation - i

ald. but a good seldier who will try to

Inu Federal
he President’s

ald program considered, without. exerting  himse o

Atomic Secrets

gressional Atomic Committee. lie Grove
time boss of the H-nhm-n Project. indirectly tried to ptn

Secretary of Alr Stuart Symington spotted Under- TT DIDNT leak out of the " .
secretary of Defense Steve Early at & Wasnington cocs- 1 e i B Ty maetig o Cosl
ta

. but Gen. Leslie Groves, war-

draft a statement that will sult everyone perfectly.”
The “Young Turks" however, demurred. Thelr sharp-
est spokesman was Vermont's stocky. George Alken who ob=
jected to the slogan. “Liberty against Socialism” and urged
instead. "Liberty against Total
“These are costly statements you are making.” he warned.

ing*

on civil rights. and eriticized the implied endorsement of
high tariffs. L his loudest protest was over the state-
ment of farm policy,

“Drew Pearscn say

the Republicans are coming around
the Brannan plan.” taunted Aiken, oceeded
chiticiee the GOP's_equivocal stand on co-operatives uid
fatlure to endorse the Rural Electrilication Administration.

Alken's support of REA was so vigorously backed up by
Sepators McCarthy of Wisconsin, Watkins of Utah anc
Young of North D-Iou that the CKJP poucy drafters
sgreed to tnsert REA in the Magna Chart

old Skelltons
J wl anh ‘husetts’ cultured Sen. l‘(ﬁr’

Cal Wt‘ Jr. jected ly to digging uj
!h-ou-ulemmulhlumhmmm KH.
Democratic foreign policy.

Just & few days before. their boss. Secretary of the bl Pr Rooses leaks (o Rus-
ferse ous Johion bad made ' viood and tnuncer ~we. s, Diame oo President i for ke o R
can-licl e-Russians-at-5-A. M." speech, e llll\“‘

simultaneously Symington was. telling - snothes - audiome T il lhat the laks e, e

about inadequate air defenses.
at the cocktall party. Symington demanded blunt-
Iv of Steve Early, who is the great pacifier of the Pentagon:
“What is this all about? I thought we were all together on
bl Then Louis gives this speech that makes me lock
e

fool.*
'
‘Teacher’ ;Sam Rayburn
sru\m SAM RAYFUR.\ ‘who taught a one-room schoot
in the rough rugged davs of Texas, is MI Against
Federal ald to rdllc.llﬂl and makes no bones al
e speaker even delivered a lecture on the ND)R! toas
Kroup of club women. who were both astounded by his can-
dor and charmed by his courtly manner.
In his slight Texas drawl, Raybum said: *1 lﬂ nﬂ‘
for Pederal aid to education. BIIK I 'tll do all T
see that it gets & hearing the H
Reminiscing of his days lﬂtm country school at Dial,
‘Texas, Speaker mused: “I didn't get much money
teaching, ml‘diﬂntwnnl-lny)obvy to pressure Con-
I’ﬂ“" more pay.”
lain he thought the clamor for -Pederal

He also enmphmcd that nonlzvrll “had refused to tnvite
meeting in Quebec witl Churchill, at

To screen British sclentisia o3 as long as they had
b«numned a8 trustworthy by the British Government.

They also bluntly reminded Groves that if Roosevelt
mdlunamhu-um-naplxeﬂuu scientists in &
strait jacket of military discipline, m,wnun:wm
and we Imﬂdh.velmmlmmlﬂer!crltmkw

Groves also got Into hot water by Int Ihth‘mllb.
o Mmam;:x;;'mm

war been overpla; newspapers, Am er.-
gineers, mmm"mm-mnm"m
out the scientists.

“That," remarked one 'nﬂd
like an’ architect trying to buld & gl il



