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MENTAL HEALTH OBJECTIVES {

RD4 John Umstead's confidgnce that we

‘will have.our mentally il people out of

the jails and Into hospitals by 1951 is
if his estimate is accurate.

But the bumptious Mr. Umstead, who
bas worked devotedly for an adequate
Btate hospital -ymm for many years; is an
incurable optimist who sometimes lets his
enthusiasm run away with his better judg-
ment.

The gentleman from Orange came to
Charlotte this week to consult with a group
of persons interested in a statewide net-

. work of clinics where disturbed patients
could get custodial care pending admit-
tance to a hospital and where discharged
patients could receive help in readjusting
themselves to their community life.

There will be no patients in jail cells by
1hl if the Btate can do two things, he

l cm enough doctors to staff facili-
.ties we now have; and

2. Persuade clerks of to quit play-
ing “politics™ and commil those per-

are playing "ponuu " Perhaps some of
them are. But more often the improper or
irregular commitment of patients who do
not actually need hospitalization is the
fault of the system, not of the clerks.

The law requires that two doctors' and
two family members sign commitment
papers. Perhaps doctors are too lax at
times. But a clerk of court, who s no medi-
cal expert, can hardly override doctors and
refuse commitment once the legal prere-
quisites are met.

The attalnment of the immediate goal—
hospitalization of all genuinely ill mental
patients—will not, however, lessen the need
for a system of Btate opefated clinics, the
framework for which already exists in the.
several private clinics in our larger cities.

If the care of the mentally 1l is & State
responsibility — and we belleve that it is—
then the preventive treatment of incipient
mental fliness and the counseling and oth-
er assistance to newly discharged patients
should also be a Btate responsibility. We
believe this I'n-lold task could be better
at regional clinics than at

Mr. Umstead believes we can get the doc-
tors. Let us hope he is right, for this is the
most pressing problem of all.

“ We question the accuracy, or the fairness,
©f his blanket charge that clerks of court

SMOULDERING FIRES

Tm alacrity with which other high-
ranking U. 5. Navy officers have come
to the support of Captain John G. Crom-
melin in his attack on national defense
policies 1s further proof, if any were need-
ed, that the long-standing animosities be-
tween the various branches of the armed
forces are still smouldering.

No one has attempted to dismiss Captain
Crommelin's outburst lightly. His reputa-
tion is too good, and his seriousness is all
too obvious~If one 1s willing to pardon his
role in assisting the preparation of the
“anonymouy” memorandum on the B-38
bomber, the faint and disturbing image of
Billy Mitchell can be seen tn him.

b3 one thing to object, as- Captain -

elin has done, to the specific de-
cisions made by the Joint Chiefs of Btatf to
reduce the size and potency of the Navy's
air arm. It is another matter entirely when
Rear Admiral Hugh H. Godwin. chief of

staff to Admiral W. H. P. Blandy of the.

Atlantic fleet, denounces the ‘whole prin-
ciple of unification and civilian control of
the ‘services.

A NARROW ESCAPE

school bus accident near.}

the big hospitals.

_After all, the main goal of our Btate
“mental health program should be to keep
people out of the hospitals, not merely to
get them admitted.

Admiral Godwin is quoted in the Norfolk
Vitginian-Pilot as deploring the ‘“power
concentrated In & single civiljan executive
who s an appointee of the Government
and not an elected representative of the
American le.” He also criticized the
action of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in voting
on arms policles of individual services, and
thus “rob” the branches of autonomy.

It is this resistance to unification—now
the law of the land by act of Congress—
which must be stamped out. The American
people learned from World War II that

each service, given its head, would run off |

at top speed in the direction of Its choice.
The Congress and Becretary of Defense
Johnson are trying to keep them all head-
ed In the same direction, and at a pace the
nation can match.

Mr. Johnson may be an appointed offi-

clal, but he strikes us as an eminently able |

one. And Admiral Godwin should remem-
ber that the President, who a) ted Mr.
Johnson, s still commander-in-chief of all
the services, including the Navy.

tion of the These funds

yesterday which Injured 39 children
and one adult should serve as a timely
warning to county-school authorities in all
parts of the state. -

Fortunately none of the passengers was
eritically injured. But had the accident oc-
curred on. another stretch of road, near an
embankment or bridge abutment, for in-
stance, the results could have been tragic
indeed.

‘The bus left the road and piled up in &
ditch after one of the front wheels came
off. There 1s no evidence that the driver
Wwas in any way to blame. .

The State holds title to all achool
transporting children to and “from public
achools, and pays for the maintenance and

are paid directly to the county school
boards. They, in turn, supervise m
tenance of the equipment.

It 15 imperative that all county school
boamm set up a system which will guaran-

1. The pmnvt detection of any mechani-
cal defect;

2 'nu wompt repalr of any defects so
detected.

!"nuunm of the equip-

operation
ment, so as not to subject it to undue
strain, ¢

The safety record of our Btate's public
schol busses is good. It can be kept that
way with a continued emphasis on me-
chanical perfection and cautious driving.

THE BILLINGSVILLE PROJECT

Wl agree quite readily '\lh the Raletgh
News & Observer that there are
many school bulldings in North Carolina,
white and Negro, which ought to be aban-
doned rather than patched up. (See be-
Jow.) But the repairs to the Billingsville
achool- described in a special story else-
where in this edition, hardly, qualify as &
“phony” profect.

When the City “inherited”. the school
after extending its city limits last year, it
found: (1) pot-bellied iron stoves in each
ropm, (2) outdoor privies; and (3) poor

It was obviously impractical then, and
now—becausq of the smail Negro popu-
Jation there—to bulld. an elaborate new
building. 8o the City School Board decided
on the next best thing: a thorough mod-
ernizing job on the substantial brick build-
ing.

The rest of the story 1s familiar to most
Charlotteans. After preliminary spproval

From The ' igh News & Observer

by interested. City departments and the
Btate director of Schoolhouse Planning, the
repairs struck a snag. The State Health
Board rejected the plan for the addition of
modern tollets because of the proximity to
the well which supplies the achool's water,
and the State Fire Marshal called for an

. additional expenditure of $3,000 for fire

walls around the proposed new furnace.

For a while it appeared that these alter-
ations would be lost. But new plaps for the
tollets have been prepared, and school of-
ficials are trying to find the money to
‘eomply with the Btate Kire Marshal's rul-
ng.

Eventually the kids at Billingsville will
have furnace heat, modern tollets, fluores-
cent lighting, sound motion-picture pro-
Jectors, and a modern recording machine.
That, we submit, ls better than leaving
them without such modern educational
convenlences pending & more permanent

~solution.

ILLUMINATION y

would be difffcult to think of anything
more ridiculous than the flwoment
lighting in the four-room Griertown
school on the outskirts of Charlot! \ch
1s heated only by pot-bellied stoves and has
open privies as tollet faclities. -

The .local achool board says it tried but
that “red tape” prevented everything but
the fluorescent lighting. The State Fire
Marehal, it says, would not permit the ad-
dition of a heating plant “certain
costly precautions”. were n to meet

“Maybe this &6 s story of “red tape” bus
Y Yoy

1t pounds a lot more like a phony effort to
patch up a completsly obsolete schoolhouse
for Negroes on the joutskirts of the richest
city in the state. The Btate Fire Marshal
should not let any school put in a heating
system without proper safety safeguards.
The BState Board of Health should not let
any school put in such tollets as would en-
er a™local water supply. If such regu.
Ted tape,” we need more such

I
red tape.
The effort to patch up the unpatchable,

5

* Frost On The Punkin’? ,

Legislative Roundup

* Veterans And Congress

WABHINGTON

E 815t Congress 80 far has enacted into law twelve
proposals designed to ald the nation's ex-service-
ted approximately l&A] billion

iona] -

Whether this 1s & “good” tecord or & “bad- one.
or somewhere in between, depends on who does the
ndnu Here are some of the factors involved:
Bcores of plans to aid former GI's have been
ottered m connm
2. re of the veterans” nrnnluuom
actunlly ave worsed and pushed for at least 22 of
these proposals.

3. Of the l'rlvl !nuled only four are ones which

(M veterans' groups regard as being of broad, general
The remaining eight enacted are limited in

thetr applicatio.

4. Of the ten still pending (hating passed of
one House, or not mvm. (lnmd commitiees) Tive
are regarded as major.

BOXSCORE ON PROGRESS

FOLLOWX'ND this general outline, here s 8 box-

joore of Drogress Congress has mads. ‘on the
various maasures.

Major ll enacled—(1) Vnuuu' mhnnu
for new rent ts, included in Rent

rol Exten-
sion, PL. 31; (2) similar preference rm home
constructi m:‘ u:tludoa in
Housing Act, PL. 171;° (3) ‘restoration of $237 mll-
lon in funds in P.L. 266 to halt 18,000-bed red:

Other proposals enacted—(1) !L 51 uvedmn[
admission to U.'S. of certain alien flancées vet-
i (3 PL. 85 providing for resal

the reserves the right
to com or injuries or deaths during train-
ing e ngrlod‘ o e than 20 days.
jor propessls pending — (1) Pensions, with
HR 4617, providing $72 monthly
for veterans over 65, but no Senate action yet; (2)
bonus: no sction by elther house;
52-320 vly. approval by Senal

Hmue “havt

ouse passe
l-llnlnl some features, bu! not lll

by Vﬂlflnl nwwl and Y§) increased com:
pcnullon for dluBlOﬂ louse paseed HR 3508, mn.
no action in Senate.
Drew Pearson’s

Other Is pending—(1) To give puul porva
mplwen Peredit. for mulury sarvice,

(2) to set up & Veterans' Econom!

tion; (3) ide lo:nl security credit for

requir 3 pasiog g de in ) urvkl tests
preference, 8 118 paesd
l| B

omob!
of both World Wars. § 2115
.na Senate, but in vary
ference committee.
VETERANS GROUPS UNITE

ON several ofs the propoeals the veterans' ‘muu

hai ssed
form, 50 is still in con-

-nd Amveu all supported
rence In rent_control and
the liberalization of Pedéral insurance on mortgags
payments, military credit in_the postal service, social
awcurky. eredit for armed sérvice, and Incressed
or di

But mey were split on soma plans. ¥or
inMance, the Legion didn't approve nl o "pormis, but
VFW did. AVC opposed a bonus. Amvllc first W'
posed it, then voted for ¢ ‘On the pension questo
Toe Legion and VEW favored one, but AVC ana
Amvets said no.

" HOW MANY

1420, pay extansion, vat-
housing _bills,

Joseph & Stewart Also,

Ac‘t.!‘mu On Asm’ :

ml authority, 1t will be

Mll
Through
the State Dept. will now nt a dise
retionary kitty of 47! un-

Asla the
Btates has no munuon of n-n-

doning _Asia. as
believe™ If it Dl‘lhﬂ mll

spent
without any <oherent pian or cen-

Marquis Childs

The Threat Grow;

‘WASHINGTON,
Dll the I\l.!lﬂnlﬂl ol l
‘bifore

mittee 1 aa auﬂ:ua
axym nnm- mmv-hm

lhl United lllnl Jm’u.rl W(lllrl
Fund. His compensation is $35,-
000 & year.

at the time that he

s
month or two when an actuarial
study is completed

for members of Cor
who are paid $13.500 & year, plus &
$2300 tax-free expense allowance,
to take fees for outside fobs. AS
the Government:

CCORDING to VA figures there are approximately

15,182,000 World War IT veterans and 3,761,000
veterans of other wars living in U. 5., or a total of
lem Of this total 409,000 live in North Caro-
ina

Regarding the number of beds in vetarae hos-
pitals, VA reports that North Carolina has 2412 n
operation, and that 1500 more beds are in the

stage. In fegard to the cutbacks ordered by
the President, North Carolina fis scheduled to lose
500 beds from the numbers listed previously, unlesé
Congress or the President orders .otherwise, even
though'funds have been provided.

Quote, Unquote

Mrs. Wilson Kown put her spell of insomnia to
& practical use one night last week. m enjoyed &
big chicken and gravy supper, drank freely of coffee,
later a soda pop. At midnight. wide awake, she aross
:.nd :'ckl!d the weeks ironing task—Bartow (Gs.)
era

Very little money is 1n ummuan mm now.
We saw what we thought to be a prayer
meeting the ather uy But on closer inspection was
only a group of folks admiring & $50 bill which is an
extreme rarity in this section.—Omegs (Ga) News.

A Kentuckian who lived past 100 had never seet
an auto. Tt was thiught unnecesry lo ik him the

ual guestions about the secret of his-longevity, —
Fort Myers (Fa) News -Press.

e céold war will end when human hearts shall
 —Charleston (8. C.) News & Courler.

asingly
more favors that can be passed oul
by men in power, the more llk!l]
they are to remain entrenched in

power. ;
One of the most conscientious
members of Congress,

by proposed orse mv.

ir. & bill requiring Senal

close annually all their sources of
This would include fees salaries.

income from ‘trusts and- es

dividends received or trediied to m-

account

der the llnl\nn of lhe bul mwme
derived from a law f a part-
Rerahip ahould lst the names. of
clients” from whom fees are re-
ceived. No action has been tal
il

Some Senators spoarenty el

become
), HD'II’! McGrath of
Island wi lnum of the
“Trust.

each re-
ceived $15.547 for 1047. At his own -
request rath * testified -under

rath testified that shogtly

after he of the
Demécratic National Committee. he
called up the u of Internal
ent

portant  Whi
McGrath could not keep the ap-
pointment. He_testited:

(trustee Mlﬂ'lui therefors
"m to t)u Bugeau himsel
he had erence s 4 result

-

McGrath has a high reputation

for integrity. has extensive bus.
int Rhode

i ég
9EzES
i
gEgaRty

Island trust_matier
cessed routine

s prob-bly naive
Senate will do anything
Morse's bill. 4 valid argument
be made (hat it would be a further
discrimination against the office-
holder ‘and tend to keep men of
substance and means from running
for the te.

But it seems to me that the time
has come to take some action that

ken for granted.
mm u only to wv(.lﬂ
the m-)omy scrupulous members

of’ Congress.
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Merry-Go-Round

1"4 ALL the. bitter row between the Army and the Navy,

admirals have fafled to let the public know about’
) activity for which they deserve great .credit—
submari

Perhaps this is because the cramped and, grimy life
of 3 submarine crew lacks sold braid and *eismar.” Alio,
there are no admirals c ing submarines; their place
s on battlesnips,  But at e gt ool A e
have made amazing progress. and undoubtedly will be the
most important arm of the in the future.

The end of the war saw German submarines with
breathing devices for underwater operation plus & rubl
coat which prevented radar detdction. If the war had
lasted much longer, the new German would have
wreaked havoc on American shipping pnce again.

Oems V- Day and the Rumians\tooh cver il Nazt

speed of 31
M.,w_ﬂu eruising speed 1s only about eleven

n American U-boat actually erossed the
?Mlmlc to nuIlM wl hotit once coming to the surface.
However, s, not happy withe this progress,
rned l.unll has developed something better
inorkel, namely a chemical which generates oxygen
lr\ﬂ thus feeds the engines without depending on the
norkel's pipe extending to the surface. 8o the race for
modernization of deadly undersea’ weapons continues,
NOTE—Top Is were summoned to Wash

to map & press cam) turth fimen!
the Navy. The adi ‘worried ove bad

re to the B-36 smear. rer, they continue their
amear tactics fea! a3 _an off-the. speaker,
Frank Hecht,

bitterly erit ©of Becretary of Def

ing entirely neglacted one of the nnm and most essential
Jobs the Navy Is doing—submarin

-Steel Workers Dab&le

E steel workers' acceptance of the Fact-Finding Board's
proposals in the steel strike wasn't nearly as Mrmummn
a3 CIO Boss Phil Murray indicated to the pres:

Murray mrrmly npoﬂed that uu steel workers wage

policy committee had * imously” approved the board's
ﬂndmn Heﬂevor, l‘\l ntdlcl.d to say that some local
steel union the traces at a stormy

lhnl hour mtllnl in Pltl-llmrll\ B'lm a vote was taken.
by local m‘uan chiefa
in !nhnd ﬂul Co. Dlln'-l. m pdnl.d out thal
turned down an Inland offer a
ten-cents-an-tour l.r.cnuo for welfare and
nemumndad by the President's Pact.l
) they asked Murrsy, wuld they now
m accept which they already had
Jected g unsatisfactory? The

tory’ local tmp

Tay lo hold out for at least past of the 13-1/3-cent.hourly

straight wage boost originally dm.-nd by the union,
The clo chief replied that he s

board's recommendation even u they staged a walk
rt 14 be. inadvisable in view of ine
l't;‘m: weight of public opinion behind the Pact-Finding
d
“Let’s take what we can get and remain at 'nrk " ade
vised the statesmanlike Murray. “I realize that our
als in some plants ulrudy are getting nmununuy
what the board recommended in social security benefits and
t others have been offered as much.

Subs Cross Atlantic Without Surfacmg

Friendship Books
A. DUNN of Austin, Texas, is s sltm, slight, cheerful”
* little man who works from about 5:30 A. M. esch day
a8 superintendent of lhl main building at the University
of Texas.
TwWO years ag Dunn heard thers was & need of
books in The Fhlllwﬂlll to "ﬂl“ the damage
school le::i,lu during the war.
't oul d

“t The Ph " selling

them to the second-hand bookstore 3
Mr. lways Lo receive
books, and_wocki unuuly -1u| el from others,
the other

ARTHUR'

lcl

son on why President Truman
Congress appropriate $75,000000 for non-Communist China.
.Until ten days ago, cmmtwmmwm
. nkhl to the Chinese. But recently he received »
report from Gen. MacArthur urging him to reconsider. Mac-
Arthiar sald 1o was possible 1o delsy the Communist offensive
indefinitely provided the United !\l'll would give ald di-
rectly to some of
-nmu in_the

cmmuu-. o ; since this pl
oI thaUnited. Blatas,sive direet help 1o the, mest
liable

rel Chinese non-Communists.
PRACTICES mt HE numl-luw
fense Johnson is carrying out his own economy
approved &

cently he
D::;mnnm mm ""?-mm
al

Corps—so nm‘"mm




