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FARM PRICES AND POLITICS

‘LTHOUGH Administration leaders in
the Senate still have hopes of salvag-

ing parts of the Brannan plan for agricul-

ture, it appears that the crushing defeat of

‘ the program in the House means its death
for this session of Congress. ‘

Even though a bill could be pushed
through the Senate some of

next year, and the Democrats may be able

o point to those prices and claim credit for |

them, all the while reminding the farmers
that the GOP-Alken law would not have
given them such bountiful wealth.

In either event, it appears now that we
will not get ‘any satisfactory determination

the Brannan plan features, it is unlikely
that the House would accept it. The 239-170
vote against the “trial run” of the Brannan
scheme in the House Thursday indicates
the temper of that body.

Thus the Senate Administration leaders
have the choice of two courses of action:

(1) They can take the chance of a Sen-
ate-House stalemate over a modified ver-
slon of the Brannan plan, and thus permit
the Alken sliding-scale price subsidy bill to
take effect next year autqmatically;

(2) They can bury the Alken law by
accepting the new House bill which con-
tinues for another year the rigid wartime
farm price supports at 90 per cent of

ty.

of a long: ge farm price policy from the
8lst Congress. Everything is being done
with an eye to next year's elections, not
with an eye ta the welfare of the entire na-
tion.

* The Brannan plan, which would bave
permitted some farm prices to drop to their
natural level, thus bénefiting the consum-
ers, while making up the difference be-
tween prevalling prices and parity by di-
rect subsidy to the farmer, had some good
features. But it Was too revolutionary, and
was simply not understood by all the peo-
ple.

(For Instance, it would have helped avold
the potato scandal of 1949. Instead of hold-
ing prices of potatoes up artificlally by
purchase, it would have per-

The political of an upcom=
ing Congressional election year will dictate
thetr choice. The Alken law has a strongly
Republican taint, since it was adopted by
the GOP-controlled 80th Congréss and
since it bears the name of a’' Republican
Senator. (Actually, it was supported by
President Truman and Secretary Brannan
last year.)

The Democratic leadershlp may assume
that huge surpluses will result next year,
and that the lower price supports from the
Alken bill will mean lower prices for the
farmers. They may capitalize on er
resentment at the lower prices by blaming
them on the Alken law.

On the other hand, they may try to at-
.tract the farm vote by accepting the new:
House bill. A continuation of 90 per cent
parity will mean higher prices for farmers

mitted them to fdll to their natural level.
Consumers would have benefited. As it was,
the potato price subsidy amounted ‘to &
double subsidy for agriculture: the farmers
got high prices, and then turned around
and bought surplus potatoes to feed their
livestock at a penny & bag with the Gov-
ernment paying the freight. Thus their
profit on livestock will be larger next year.)

Obviously the present. price support sys-
tem has many defects. It was a wartime
necessity in order to .encourage an ade-
quate food supply. But now that we are
coming upon normal times again, it is
proper that we give the whole thing a
more careful study in an effort to work
out a system which will be of benefit to
the whole nation, not merely to the farm-
er-growers.

OPENING THE BOTTLENECKS

= _néw City Administration deserves
commendations for the sensible, or-
derly way it is going about the big job of
ridding Charlotte of the many traffic
bottlenecks caused by the rallroad tracks
east and west of Tryon St.

From the very first, Mayor Shaw and the
Council have shown a good deal of fore-
sight, and an equal measure of common

sense.

The first step, taken by the Baxter Ad-
ministration, was to employ Attorney C. A.
Cochran to dig into the law and determine
precisely what legal powers the City has to
require participation of the rallroads in
eliminating dangerous grade crossings and
otherwise opening up public streets. In
more than 90 years of talking about the
grade crossings, apparently no one had
thought Yo answer this pertinent question.

Once the Council got its legal ruling, it
began casting about for an expert engineer
who could perform the necessary surveys.
One was foind, in Greensboro, and on last
Friday the Councll signed a contract with
him. He hopes to finish his work by next
January, but promised to be through not
later than

MayoreShaw and the Councilmen were
exceedingly wise when they decided against
any half-way solution. The Mayor pointed

A DEPENDENT PEOPLE

W‘l are firmly convinced that anything
is possible in this year of 1949, and

out last week the multiple and complicated
problems which result fom the unbottling
projects, and also recalled that the con-
struction of an underpass under W, 6th 8t.
some years ago had made virtually impos-
sible the lowering of rallroad tracks along
that area.

We must not be so shortsighted again,
His Honor declared. And the Council
backed him up. -~

Now we are going to get the whole job
done, and at what appears to. be an ex-
tr reasonable fee. In return, we will
have a_complete. set of ‘blueprints for a
serles of* projects which may require years
to complete and may cost well up into the
millions.

The Councll made sure that it retained
broad authority over the -whole program.
Thus the people are assured that no com-
mitments can be made to 'any particular
project until the whale pattern has been
1ald before them.

The. elimination of the grade-crossing
bottlenecks has been’ one of the new Ad-
ministration’s main campaign pledges. The
people will be gratified that, unlike some
other administrations in the past decades,
this one means to carry out its pledge, and
mmwdoitmnmmmbum-
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Mr. Kuralt was concerned, and properly
&0, aver the Increasing demands for fihan-
clal from his agency. He recog-

eite County Welfare Wal-
lace H, Kuralt to prove it.

The public, official charged with dispens-
ing public largesse who will admit that
many of his applicants are in”something
less than desperate plights and who wilk
publicly scold an ever-growing “gimme”
attitude on the part of the public is a rare
ind, indeed. We thought he was extinct.

But listen to Mr. Kuralt, who sounded off
in Txx News the other day: 4

“There is & growing philosophy among the -

American people that they are entitled to
certaln things from the Government. We i
seeing it-more and more every day, and it's
showing up 1o a very large degree in the ones
who come to us days.

“Every day we are having people who get
around to saying that certain sssistance is
due them. They don't seem to realize that
every bit of assistance we are ahle to give is
based solely on need.

“We can see this dependence on Govern-
ment aid growing all the time.”

From The Memphis Scimit

nized one important factor: unemploy-
ment. But he expressed the bellef that the
“gimme” attitude was equally responsible
for the big jump in applications.

Elsewhere on this page today is a story
by Dick Young about the ever-increasing
demands on the municipal Government for
little tasks that would have been taken
care of by individual initlative not so many
years ago. He, too, takes note of a growing
tendency to call on government for more
and more help.

Admittedly this is & complex economic
soclety we are living in. But we don't make
it any less complex, nor do we strengthen
our own individual resourcefulness, by hol-
lering for help every time we're up against
a little problem.

Our fathers and forefathers, we fear,
would be ‘deeply chagrined if they could
see what is happening to the American
people. 8o are we. B

WE OWE IT TO OURSELVES -

MAN stands before the judge and is
found guilty. “Fifty dollars and costs,”
the judge says.

The man walks to the clerk, pulls out his
bilifold, pays his fine, walks out a free man.

He has money.

Another man hears the same sentence.

“I haven't got $50," he says.

That means 51 days in the workhouse for
him, working out his time at a dollar & _
day, plus the dollar costs. b

Balance 50 days of a man’s life, spent at
hard work, against the possession of $50.

It's not the same.

‘Who could make-a man work for $1 a day
in these times, except the Government, by
force?

It is a hangovér of the early days when

o

2 man's day could reasonably be pnﬁ for
by $1.

This is no longer true. Eight dollars a *

day would be a falrer measure.

We got rid of the principle which made
bondservants possible.

We no longer have slavery,

But here Is an example of discrimination
against the poor.

There is a world of difference between
450 and 50 days.

Let's come up out of the Dark Ages and
change this unfair law, to make it equitable
for poor as well as for rich. —;Memphis
(Tenn.) Press-Scimitar.

Man who demanded two engineers for
every Diesel may have a backseat driver in
his car~Dallas (Tezas) flmlna News.
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Growin, Together

The Southern And The South.

(The following article is reprinted from Business
Week Magazine—Editors, the News.)
ALL ratlroads know that in the long run they have
to stand or fall with the regions they serve.
Most railroads profess great faith in the future of

than Southern Ratlway
Bystem, which believes implicitly in its own slogan:
“Look Ahead—Look South.”

This week, the Southem quictly marked its 55th
annf the largest carrier south of Mason and
Dixon's line, In some it wasn't a particularly
happy birthday. Traffic has dropped alarmingly in
the first half-of 1949. Truck competition is growing.
Profits have shrunk . And as President Ernest
E. Norris told stockholders in an unusually ghum
moment: “Everywhere you go industries _ar
either slowing down or closing down,

have much to worl 3
was still mainly agricultural. Its big
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g expeditiously and A com-
mon-sense basis.  The judge—a
very dignitied figure in his great

'g and gown—is truly the

ratlroad companies, centering around the Richmond m{,,,,.,.‘"ﬂ,"“.“".,’,'%"‘,,w““""
& West Point Terminal Co. The pamic of 1833  result in a mistrial In soms Ltinr
knocked them off their feet, and J. P, Morgan under~  countries, s
took to pick up the pleces. ‘The judge's job is to, see that the
fal men still rate Morgan's reorganization  truth comes out, and if the lawyers
of the Richmond Point as & classic. don't uncover the facts, the justice
other things, it involved 28 te foreclosures. The  does it for them. For instance, I
Sout way Co. which emerged. from the  have seen a judge in a murder trial
wreckage of ts 30 predecessors, still has to comb  turn to the jury and say:
remnants of the old companies out of its hair from L
time to For example, 1t has’ just turned »

plus strikes
and plus everything else.” cotton, lumber, tobacco, -and. the like—were bulky licinine -volte’s waes quite
But gloom Lsn't & natural state of mind on the  And cheap, low.grade tratfc for a raliroad, and poor 1y m"‘"""'ﬂm" ot uﬂlﬂn‘:w
Bouthern. Practically every man from Norris on income producers for a region. o Jsats’ the. sores of
down to the last trackwalker is sure that the South The South still hasn't caught up with the rest gﬂ foul odor.
and the Southern are just beginning to ride s vast of the country in her capital, income or industrial I
and profitable wave of e next But it s along fast. And the Tt Was & new houss in & section
85 years, they confidently predict, are really going to modern trend toward decentralization of ndustry Myers Park and the feminine
be something. makes it look very much like the P Saller'Said they) had Joek . movel
If the next 55 years are anything like the last @ business standpolnt, was unbearable. e b
nine, they are, in fact, going to be very good indeed. Today, the Southern's territory includes a well Patien
The Southern has come & long way since prewar years.  diversified and growing list of -industyies, The big ety O, e
From 1940 through 1948, it lald out nearly $160-  iron and steel development around Bives s word. edgewise nm.,h‘m
million in capital it on its property. At it a heavy Industry, Atlants boasts three automobile ‘questioh and finally he
tme It cut s long-term debt by about assembly plants—Ford, Cheviolet, and the ndlf sis. Juestion and Aot Bl
$90-million. And it boosted its net o million Motars plant at vitle, ' Toed I bls mind that appareatly
#74-million in 1940 t0 $19.3-million in 1943, t, N. C. s a leading furniture center. And ST s Srers trom
MANY NEW CUSTOMEES the central Carolinas are now the-backbons of the ' {OF TN INLSK pusiiny srope
e A s ot hoau.[ed, Bk new chmtaciass O abeas, o, b ety o 01 puany O the individual
as it Reyno ef uminum plant af C
Listerhll, Ala, In three years after the yar, it saw -.ff 2Ok HUL 8. . Wolverine Tube has ust fin- | (ou'd hetter cal 4n the exterm-
1030 new factorles. 326 additions to existing plants, seqmiess copper tubing. Coosa River Newsprint Go.  JOU" Was the managers sdvice,
and 122 large new wi up dlong 168 4 g tome $90-mllion nto & mill Bt The caller wam't at all satisfied
lines. As Norris jubilantly Lo 2 . e
Pines, Ala, with the suggestion but after more,

points out: “That’s an
day.”
The growing industrialization of its sho

territo ws
up plainly—and profitably—in the Southern's traffic

Last year was the biggest in the Southern'
history as far as freight revenue goes. Gross freig)
8

.
GAIN IN REVENUE

figures.. In 1940, the system got only 37 per cent of called back
A freight revenie from “manufactures and miscel-  felende Bt ST-milon, againgt & "Ehe lt the manaper
laneous.”  Today, It gets about 42 per cent. In the |24, the wartime px - led the pest
fume perlod, the pefoentage of fretght revenue con- g, SEUT R0 S RN BAS ma Dad Some
mxugeztv'r:d&u o figured out to $12.52 on the common. inspection of her
Jromtio Dpmmt - s in 1048 were only $3.23 & share, But in the final Sou iedor;
thern_ System COVE  quarter, the company went on 8 $i-a-year basis, cak yder
area south of the and east of the year, the picture isn't 50 rosy. In the first
axtsipp ke o Jocesty thrown Dat. By oue M8 quprier” Srons revees dropoed 11 Do cebt watee 420 and r'iblnk
or another, it gets into every state ex-  jou to 75 a share.’ Industrializa- reimburse me,”
06 Syeat, Virgila and strves every mafor NI  tyg ey an unmized plessing f0f & ralred. Toe
ity except Montgomery and Nashville. W inds Is in & territory, the more sen<
- R ashiBE  kitive traffic is to the swings of the business cycle, and the
5 lotte, was on this 11l going up, And the 40-hour station  was
tracke l:b_. canty roush toad from LynchbUTG 0 weer-tnat takes effect Sopt. 3 for non-operating

97 had her famous wreck in
1903. “8hé was coming down the grade doing 90 miles
an hour"—a clear-cut case of an engineer breaking
operating rules, Southern ralirosd men stll say

-y

hopes.
DENSE NETWORK OF ROUTES

Another important line—the “Queen and Cres-

cent Route"—runs from Cincinnati, through Chat
tanooga, to New Orleans. Other arms
to 8!

v WASHINGTON
) Course, I don't like to write anything about Gen.
- Harry” Vaughan which might cause the President

a)
to'call me an SOB again.

Nevertheless, I do think that the Senate Expenditures
Committee, now, investigating the, go-called “five per-centers”
should take a careful look at something which is going on
right under the President's own nose—namely, the repatring
of his official abode, the .

his official one which we all help to
which we are all proud, it would proper

con
nectlon with White House repair,

This friend is Ma). Gen. Glen E. Edgerton, retired, U. 8.
Army Engineers. "

Gen. Edgerton has been s fine Army officer, and well
qualified. But so also were Gens. Alden Waitt and Herman
Feldman, who were suspended from the Army because they
gave Lobbyist James V. Hunt information on Army contracts
that the press and public couldn't get.

repair commission, including
essee, Martin of Pennsylvania, with

Reps. Rabaut of Michigan and Keefe of Wisconsin.
owever, there are all sorts of ways to skin a cat in
Washington and a Bénate committee, looking beneath the
surface, might unearth some interestiny

Redecorating White House ;

quamr.rummnu.mzmmmtm-
client, Miss Dorothy Draper, who is an interior decorator
;’umumw-mmwmhmmm.

& commission to Vaughan's
. No wonder Hunt wanted a friend in charge
House repatrs.

friend,,
of White

em.-
ployees will cost the Southern about $3-million &
ear.

ments # has been

ment. Dieselization, for
best bets,

locomotives with their green and white trim, it al-

" Hunt
ton

On the other side of the ledger, the Southern  heard o wemar ot osme oty B¢
to get an animal seems to be hurt out byck

increasing payoff from the improve-
in its tracks and equij
instance,

¥

one of its
h the Southern is llmmllh!nr its big'steam

ward to St. Louls and Memphis and eastward to most  ready has gone in heavily for diesels. It bought the
of the major perts on the Sou tiantic coast, ¢ first. road-ireight diesel made in the U & y, . aog el radlo microphone,
At the heart of the system is a dense network of = only cent of its freight locomotives are  Ciilf & certain number and
tracks covering the central Carol ia, and  diesels, but they handle 60 per cent of the systems  Dyiorans e beotionyiet
a. . gross freight ton-miles. t of the g
One stretch of Southern track descended o it  passenger locomotives are diesels; they make 36 per Half an hour or so lates the
from the old Squth Carolina Canal & Rall Road  cent of the passenger train-miles. > 'W"“MM'GW';W“
Co., the first road in the U. 5. to run a steam loco- nd even in its biuest moments, the Southern  been done because the uusyal
motive in regular service. But the Southern System never lets itself forgot that its tracks nolse was still cootinuing. -
didn't emergs from the limbo of raiirosd manipula- the most plece of real estate nation. The dispatcher fiicked & radis
don_until July A, 1804, President Norrls summed up its attitude pretty well  switch and called to the car he
In the late 1880's a group of speculators had put * when he once told the stockholders Bouthern  had dispatched.
together 'a —ioode collection of some 30 different “has the best territory in the country to work in. “What d&id you find?” he asked
’ P P :
Mow coime; Probe Of White H Repai
_Merry-Go-Round ouse eP Irs

- The Senate would also discover that Gen, Edgerton, the
man now in of White Tepairs, admits—as he
did to this column—that both Gen. Vaughsn and
Hunt are his friends. He also admitted that he knew about
Miss Draper, the tor.

!

!ﬂ;‘:‘m

probe
Vaughan's friend
Mll.

It would also discover that both Vaughan and Hunt pulled
wires on an earlier to Gen. Edgerton eppointed

m;mmx)wumm. ‘This is the job
whic} control over selling surplus war material
for a long time & gravy source for lobbyists. S0 e

Vaughan and friend Hunt fatled to Gen. Edgerton
-pmwwmummm.m.':nmmm
another key man inside the War Assets Administration—none
other than'one of Vaughan's and the President’s old cronies

Inside War Assets - »
{riend s Joe Major, -who, , flew in the
President’s private airplane vﬂhwl!-m Vaughan and
Harry Truman down to the battery's 35th reunion in
Rock, Ark., last month.

Vaughan.
but admitted that the calls came to
nd while in charge of getting rid
rty. Major estimated he had
calls from Vaughs: d in_addition

ome.
Major was also quite frank
had asked him his
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Paying The Fiddler
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