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JUSTIFIED USE OF AUTHORITY &

unless the new plans:
1. Meet the construction standards of the

2. Fit the needs of the community and
the type of education jntended;
3. Help carry out. the general ides of
of schoo!

consolidation ls;

4, Are divided in a “just and equitable”
fashion as between races.

Certainly, during the bond campaign,
there was no admission ‘from the pro-

approved

all its implications is another question. We
are faced now with a fait ‘accompli, and
this ‘while that the

design and location of many schools which
make it impossible to provide children with
the facilities and courses of inatruction
need, and (2) the woeful 1
the Negro school buildings in compari
son with plants for white-children. °

‘The vast number of small, {solated school
bulldings scattered 'here and there is a
direct reflection of age-old comimunity
pressure on local school boards, pressure
which is growing less year by year .as
parents begin to see the merit of consolida~
tion, If the Btate Board of Education, by &
Jjudiclous use of its latent suthority, can
encourage consolidation and the abolition
of inefficlent units, and can force local
school boards to devote a proportionate
share of the Btate money to Negro schools,
we will have moved a long way.

In the Mecklenburg County school sys-
tem, for example, all of the money from

lidating Negy

inated six one-teacher or two-teacher
schools In the past two years. But there are
still fourteen Negro schools in the county
with four or fewer teachers aplece, and it
would appear to be In the best interest of
the Whole county that the major propore
tion of its State ald fund be spent on con-
solidating them. -, 1

. Tus Nxws has consistently favored local
for school bulldings, despite

‘voters weren't given the whole pleture,
Teels that such exercise of authority from
/mmawwmsuutnwuunnm,
‘whether the Individual countles like it or
not, if the money is to be spent wisely,
‘The two major defects {n our Btate sys-
tem of achool bulldings are (1) the poor

" FLAME OF 'LIBERALI’SM?

IBERALISM in the South, says Hodding
Carter in this week's Collier’s, is !ot
dead — just.disorganized. “The flame of
purposeful liberalism,” he says, “is lighting
up dark and tragic corners of s harried

' It s an optimistic article that Hodding ~

Carter, Mississipp! editor, novellst and usu-
“ally obsefver of the mores of
the Bouth, writes for the natlon’s con-

the obvious defects of the system, and is
not yet willing to abandon that position.
But the peopls spoke in s loud voice in
1 of the $25 million Btate/ald program.

should not raise their voices in pro-
test now if the State turns around and
tells them how they can spend the money.

champlons the ¢ause of organized labor, of
fellow humans whose skin is black, of the
reforms of Roosevelt is—to many South-
erners — more to be hated than profes-
slonal unlon organizers or full-time race
workers.

The Southerner whose thinking is
chained by conditions long extinct holds i
that the Southerner who practices liberal-
ism is perverse, an enemy of his own kind
and a traitor. They are & lonesome crew,
these liberals.

NIt would be good if Carter's “flame of

yet fear the -cut ons of
liberal. To be liberal in thé Bouth
1s still dang in business of making &

in

your neighbors. To be liberal in the South
hw-hmu-mu-m-"num

It is not difficult to imagine what the
soclally myopic segment of the South would
call & genuine Communist or & radical ex-
of civil rights, but it would not be
wise 1o print it. 5

It 4 the old story. The layman who

1

AN ADMISSION OF FAILURE?

2 Ondmmuubmmaynm capl-
tal’ correspondents, Arthur Johnsey,
has put together an Interesting analysis

-3

* policy of the-State Revenue Department in
‘collecting liquor taxes in those counties.

Asking the question, “How far will North

Carolina go towards establishing & policy

80 far the State Revenue Departme
has filed tax claims totaling nearly $900,
which it asserts is due from the 85
cent retall tax on liquors sold through'

other than 'ABC stores.

These, as the correspondent polnts out,
are “certificates of tax llability”, liens on
the property of the taxpayer which make

x that the liquor was sold illegally
demand that the seller pay his
far, all of the settled claims have

38

Greenville (S. C.) Pledmont

'ORTH CAROLINA'S State Board of Ed-
ucation is seeking to eliminate two
dozen substandard high- schools in the
state. It 15 advocating that where attend-

ance in these 24 ‘schools drops below 60 -

durfng the next session these units
consolidate with others.
of ‘North Carolina {s

burned as brightly
Fas he describes it in the article he calls
“New Rebel Yol In Dixie.”

We can agree with Carter that some
Boutherners have found the firm path out
of the swamps of racial hatred, have found
their way out of the lllusory falryland of
vainglorious reliance upon unusable tradie
ton. But it is slow, so slow.

'The Colller’s article’ls good press-agentry
for the Bouth, But it claims more for the
Bouth than the region deserves, It makes
of & valiant but pitifully small band of
Iberals & crusading army marching to the
cheers of & vast audlence.

Carter should take another look over his
shoulder, That is' no searchlight of truth
gleaming thére; it's & flaming cross.

Nor can law enforcement officers use the
Revenue Department files for investigat-
ing and prosecuting alleged offenders.
Those files are confidential. Furthermore,
the law enforcement officers must prove

| thelr case against an offender, whereas
| the Revenue Department, as Johnsey says,
| can,“throw the book” at the suspect and
| then make him prove lu'l‘not gullty.

/" Betore the era of ABC storesitn Meck-
lenburg County, we had much the same
tuation. Our officers would

turning the “tainted money” into the
school fund.
Certainly the Revenue Department is to
“ube commended for collecting all the tax it
can out of persons who _buy tax-paid
whisky from Northern wholesalers and
presumably re-sell it in dry areas. And
State” ABC Chairman Winston is acting
properly whén he tries to eliminate such

out & squawk from Prohibition forces?

SUBSTANDARD SCHOO

last school directory of SBouth Carolina this
state had about 100 high \schools which
North Carolina would consider substand-
ard; The attendance in all of/these is 60 or
less and the average for tHe 100 or more
schools 1s well below that figure.

1f Worth Carolina feels the need of elim-
inating its handful of substandard high

Robert C. Ruark
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prow Pearsonss Johnson Quietly Scales Down Air Force
Merry-Go-Round Y S
i WASHINGTON That is why it is 80 {mportant to give openings to the data never to be made public; () A sel of evalusted flles,
Ammmuowmhmdmmm 1,600,000 youngsters graduated from high schools and colleges containing carefully checked data, known to be trus, which
Alr Force would have brought howls of anguish from month—10 per cent of the college graduates being could be produced in i =
Congress aqd certair Air Porce advocates. terans. Note 3—On another point, Hoover says: “Soma of my
But 1t5s indicative of the improved ‘harmony slowly - That s also why the step taken by William Pulton Kurls, friends in Congress think they are flaglering me by pro
settling down over armed services, that  head of the Pennsylvania Co. of Philadelphis, is so fmportant, mmmmuummwu-mu-kﬂh‘
of Defense J has quietly decreed & 48-§TOUP ~ Kurts to every firm doing busind with his bank, do not agree. The FEI ks an investigating agency for the
Alr Force—and it did not cause a ripple. of indi urging they give openings to these Justice Dept., b wm-.
B eon. first beoke (D fews. fo (b Jolnk chlets ¢ feaths “These young pecple.” he said, =are the foundation siones must work ‘togeiter, """‘“‘“ o
o s which unt m bulld. sincerely urge ‘3
oy B e Bl o e ake the empioyment of 43 many as'you can, your owa  Getting Johnson’s Number
force had beén on using personal project. This will be good for you and me, good 0f  CECRETARY of Defense Johnson doesn't make s habit of
B-20, which were cheaper planes and which the joint chiefs  BIFIRE PLOC™ g Fovion S s ey g
had declared outmoded, in favor of the B-36, ; siving his private phone P S o o
But the B-36, Johmson continued, s & much more expensive - oover/s FB £5 Sweption, Feomitly. whh ATiee
military budget from $14,780,000.000 up to $17,000,000,000. Who eriticize J. Edgsr Hoover for having & ceftain “MMM%M.'@W““““MM
‘Purthermore, Johnson said that bullding too many B-36's amount of unchecked gousip In his confidential fles 8 & Women's priss party, bhe
now would-probably mean they would be out«of-dste two of might be interested in this hitherto unpublished fact. i e S e aaded b0 contiem & houy S 8
s hence. Toarelore, he FroPored mreading the | Two years before the expose of Ma. Oen. Benny MeveTS  purry ang dialed the secret number. The Secretary of De-
s "uﬁ;munwtrlbnur B connection with sirplane procurement scandals, the PBI 3 x
. he polnted out that, i war should come, pro- an letter stating that Meyers was engaged mmmmmmmmnuwn
duction could be speeded up In 8 relatively HORt At et - 1D regularities.  Hoover pent the letter to Gen. Hap Amold  yqisg" ohnson reminded Becretary Johnéon that he hime
Johnson's presentation was brief. to the point and pos-  then chief of the Alr Corpe, who, instead of checking the ¢ 1ag given it o her.
tive. He left no doubt in the minds of the military men Who - jetter, discarded it becatse it was unsigned. He apologized, and told her to call him any
listened to him that he had made up his mind. i, was -severely criticized for having allowsd  time. lsughed,
Lt o s St Armed Bervices Com.  Benny Meyers Lo operate right under his nose. 2 ¥
Lo accepted the plan without argument, Some  Incidentally. this column, sleo recelved rumors of Qe The Diplomatic Pouch
experts, tacidentally, figure the proposed 48 sroupe et 64 1,194, s charge that Meyers was praciicing deliberate de- (JWLE Brih are hopping mad at Chairman, Lilenthal of
. { untrue, would have been iibelous. However, 1t wis mads iuqumumw%_
Next Generation : enly_after careful c . . they are entitied to>all/ information, since they
Ioomt ‘whether Alger Hiss was ever guilty of being & The anonymous letter received by the PBI could not be helped develop it. But Lilienthal is keeping the most senss-
3 but T do know that & fot of youngsters checked by the FBI without from the Army, tional inventions close to his chest for fesr of leaks o the
turned out by the schools and colleges in the depression years since its own inspector general has jurisdiction over military Russians, ... Pan American ""'”"-‘:m"-'u
of around bis time wers discoursged and disliusioned. . *perscnnel. ‘That was why Hoover sent the letier to Gen. tip cout of & plane fleht to Zrom 4180 to $440, this
Depression_breeds_discouragement. more Amold. following its merger with American
pounded the pevements, the easier prey they Note 1—Perhaps the miution for PBI files s to have two bringing the cost of over-the-ooesn plane travel fo sn all-
mmmmmm sets: (1) . Btrictly confidential and eontaining unchecked time low, ’\’\4 ’
’
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