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STREETS AND ROADS

UT being overly optimistic that
any very fundamental change in the
theory of Btate responsibility for city
streets will result, Tws' News nevertheless
welcomes the appointment of a apecial
commilasion to study.the question and coms=
mends Governor 8cott on his cholce of the
membership, K

‘The Commission was authorized by the
last General Assembly which, In & special
resolution, cited the problem of city street
maintenance and directed the study group
to determine the best method of sharing
funds with municipalities. The Commission
will report to the Governor by Dec. 19, 1950,
and will have the benefit of clerical assist~
ance from the State Highway Commission
in its labors.

It is the first time that a serlous study
of this important question has been under-
taken, and it would be wise for the people
of the State, rural and urban dwellers,
keep in mind certaln fundamentals.

3 “ s e

OVERNOR SCOTT has criticizxd eity
dwellers for their fallure to Support
“mmﬂummrllro.dhond 1asue, and
has said 1t proves that people who already
have their paved roads don't want to help
others get them. That is an incorrect !%lto-

ment in at least two respects.

In the first place, all city dwellen don’t
have paved streets. In Charlotte, for-in-
stance, there are 450 miles of public streets,
75 miles of them a part of the State High-
way system. Of the remalning 375 miles,
200 miles, or more than half, are not hard
surfaced.

In the second place, the city dwellers,
who pay the same auto registration fees,
and who pay the State gasoline tax when
they ride over streets which ‘were bullt
with money out_of their own pocket, have
been helping the rural areas get good
roads. According to the Highway Commis-
slon's own figures, from March 4, 1921
through June 30, 1943, a total of $926,777,

759 was spent for all purposes. Of this
“amount, $10,000,000 was spent for mainte-
nance in .citles and towns. That equals
$1.08 out of each $100 spent, or buely more.
than one percent. -

‘Thus, in those 28 years, the city dwellers
~who contribute roughly 50 per cent of
the highway fund revenue—saw almost 99
w cent of it speht on State and coupty

roads. This would indicate that they have
been helping the rural dwellers rather gen-

erously.
At the last session bf the General Assem-

ACADEMIC INQUISITION

WI ARE being treated this week to an
unusual scene: the hounds in fug
flight before the fox. e

‘ When, without even a ery of “Yolcks!"
Rep. John 8. Wood of Georgia, Chalrman
.of the House Committee on Un-American
Actlvities, set his pack on the schools of
the nation he should have known he was
meeting big game.

Under the leadership of that wily Ne'
Jersey thesplan, J. Parnell Thomas, the

legmamnﬂo!uuhnmzd'rhmn respect

bly, the N. C. Lesgue of Municipalities
urged that the revenue from one cent &
gallon of the gasoline tax be spent in cities
and towns. The Legislature turned

this request, but did increase the allocation
from $1 milllon annually to $25 million,
That will help, but it s not the final an-
swer.

On March 14 of this year, Chsirman
Henry Jordan of the State Highway Com-
mission expressed a desire to co-operate
with municipalities in studying the prob-
lem. He made a valid observation: that city,
streets, with their curbs, gutters, and

drainage systems, are complete utilities of
which traffic flow is only one function, and
in that respect they differ from rural
roads. They are also wider, and more ex-
pensive to b\l.lld and m!lnul.n he sald.

still belleves l'.reeu are bui for tie
movement of vehicles, and that a North

Carolinian who lives inside the city limits
of any incorporated muncipality is just as
much a North Carolinian as the one who
lives outside the city limits, and has every
right to expect equal consideration when
his Btate Government begins ladeling out
its services.

Yet, Where streets are concerned, the
man inside the city pay®out of his pocket
for his assessed part of the street's cost,
and pays additional City taxes through the
years to keep it in repair. Meanwhile,
the man who lives just across the city
limits gets his street built and maintained
by the State.

o e .
'HERE is no essential division between
urban ‘and rural dwellers in North
Carolina. Governor Scott appears to belleve
there is one, and has taken several oppor-
tunities to criticlze the city dwellers.

Tur Rews 15 inclined to belleve such a
split will develop, with its accompanying
animosity and the inevitable result of re-
tarded progress, if the Governor #nd the
dominantly rural General Assembly are not
willing to give more unselfish considera-
tion to the pecullar problems of our eities

'by granting them more home rule and by

sharing with them thelr rightful part of
State services.

We have hope that the new
will take advantage of its great opportuni-
ty and conduct a workmanlike, unbiased,
and thorough survey of the street-road re-
lationship, and that the Governor and the
next General Assembly will be of & mind to
remedy the obvious unfairness of the pres-
ent system.

An even stronger denouncement came
from Mrs. Mildred McAfee Horton, retiring
president of Wellesly College. She told a
graduating class this week that the Com-
mittee ‘had demanded. that schools text-
book list for “American literature, geogra-

huwry. political sclence and any other of
soclal sclence group.” The Commit-
tee, she told the graduating clm “fears

N

‘Hello—F. B. 1.2 My Neighbor Is Walking Around In The
Un-American’

Hoover Commission Report
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Government Personnel Problem

(Third of a series of articles explaining the
Hoover Commission Reports on the U, S, Gevern-
ment.)
JEVEN with a pertect organization chart, the Federal
Government cannot operate efficienily and eco-
nomically without sble, enthusiastic workers. The
Government's greatest single problem 1s how tg secure’
—and keep—abler men and women in its service.
000) of the Gov-

ery year

groment’s clvilian employees quit their jobs and haye

to be replaced. Few if any businesses could survive

sich # furnover.. The entire Goverament persoonel

system is clogged with fristra tape. Super-

Yision Is overcentralized in the Clvl Service Commis

is slow and curhbersome,

Litie ettort 1 eade o ractul really promising young
fuen and women and train them for the higher pro-

ive jobs. Of the best e

gy Tiacy, re. toroed” 10 quif because of low
pay. workers are
by inconsistent pay schedules, slow and ungertain pro-
motion, lack of opportunlty' 1o ofter cridllsms and

G the olher hand, red tape designed to prevent
political firings makes it cxu-nely difficult to get rid
of an lncompeunt or superfluous worker. many
head bureaucrats believe that their pay and pmuz
will be cut If & their staffs are reduced, and vice versa.

: Hence they resort to what the Commission calls

“empire building.”
.o
N recent inflationary years, pay’ for lower-grade
Government employees has been increased 38 to 56
per cent, for higher grades zero to 15 per cent
An Inexperienced college graduate eniers Govern-
ment service at $3975 Just $1355 less than the maxi-
um can be earned by top-flight Federal exec-
utives and pmlcnlonll men with thirty years ‘or

muges of
‘ung bureau c hecked, 24 subordinates receive
a munh compensation as their chief,
Four to u'nc ‘months omn ehmc between an-

that you have been
ideas. . . , I suj pooelhhmunlm:ludemu
Bible. But it may be unwise to let it be
known that you have been allowed to read
to ‘love your enemy”. . .. We

for the

He salled into them last week with ,a
request for lists of” textbooks and supple-
mentary literature from 70 schools and
cities.

Why? He wanted to be sure that there
Was no “slanted Communist. literature
reaching the students in our schools.

For such educators as Cor-
nell’s President Edmund Ezra Day, one of
the Committee’s letter-targets, that was
too much.

: “A witch hunt
is Geveloping tn this country . . . univer-
sities are in danger of infiltration, not by
those attacking Communism, but by uu:u,
of attacking Com-~
munism, attacking somethingquite differ-
ent” He said he meant they were attack-
ing academic freedom.

A.Lnxﬂed"uDLCve'ru!’ Zook, pres-
ident of the American Council on Educa-
tlon. He warned the Committee that their
méddling ralsed “very grave issues” and
m‘thﬂcaun:ﬂmuﬂmglnlhmr

nrnmmunded by Red-balters an -

'l'hl Committee hasn't responded to this
fox-to-hound turnabout. It has been
strangely quiet. Yesterday, however, it re-
turned to safer flelds: nagging again at
Dr. Howard U. Condon, directot of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Standards,

It 1s to be feared, however, that the

If the Committee can
whomp up a pinkish glow over the nation's
schools it will make powerful and impor-
tant political friends,’ for there are men
who would suppress & great amount of this
country’s own history. And the Commit-

tee s notoriously eager to mike menﬂs, =

with reaction. /

We will hear from It agaln and again,
until such headline hunters as Rep. Wood
and his Committee are taught that neither
they nor any other pressure' group can
subvert the pursuit of truth and freedom
of bellef.

JOURNALISTIC CHESS GAME

'I'a:z heat is on—literally, that ls—and
some of our favorite state editors are
indulging in that old Summer pastime of
kicking a hacmless topic back and forth
among themselves. Since it helps fill up
space during hot weather when it is hard
to. concentrate on more serious matters,
since it's getting warm up this way,
0o, we beg their leave to join the game.

It started with The Raleigh News & Ob-
server discussion of a proposal that the
central office of the Greafer University of .
North Carolina should be moved from
Chapel HIIl to avoid' any- possible favorit-
ism toward the UNC branch. The News & °
‘Obsercer thought Raleigh would be a dandy
spot.

Along came The Greenshoro Daily News
and sald the central offices ought to re-
main at Chapel Hill, but if anyorie was
sériously considering moving them, they
ought to be in Greensboro.

The Tuwin-City Sentinel chimed in with
obfections~to both Ralelgh (too close to .

'mucanemmd wo/aou to State pol-

itics) ‘and-to Greensboro (too close to the
Woman's College), and sald if the rponm
of the idea want to get away from all
clties, “perhaps it would be feasible w
uublhh the headquarters in Winston-
Salem.”

If not that, The Sentinel added, then how
about putting them in Durham, possibly on
the Duke campiis?

t's see. What does that leave? There's
SBiler City, or Sanford, or Pittsboro. They're
all about equidistant from the three
branches of the University, if that's the
main consideratian. And, of course, there's
always Charlotte.

Actually, thie-whole idea 15 worth no more
than the. tongue-in-cheek discussion it has
been recelving. Consolidation may have
had its shortcomings in the past, and may
still have them, but viewed at a distance
from the State of Mecklenburg it does not
appear that the site of- the unt.nl offices .
is one of them,

They had best be lett right where theys
are

A

“time of :5

and an uwnl uyp:xn:mzm, lo ™ Job. Recrut

consists of “posting riotices on post office hulleun
boards. No effort ix m.de to enlm bright young'eol-
bustnesses d

len senfors as private

Einployees ed with alxh.ru Cais usually
appeal to three different agencles. Average elapsed
dischargés studled by the Commission:

) One “wholly unsatisfactory” stenog~
rapher e o for seventeen months.

There is in the major agencies an average of one
personnel worker for every 78 employees, at an aver-
age cost of 842 per employee served, a total cost of
$76 million.

In connection with the reduction of one agency
from 7000.to 5000 employees, a personnel office

spent. mumen man-years in processing the reduction

estimated cost of $50,000

yernment can never compete on a doliar-fore
dollar basis with private industry for persons for its
top positions. It can and should, however, treat such
p:mm in an’equitabls manner.’, This it 15 not now

atan

“We cannot eatrust Government of today to
second-rate men and women."
RECOMMENDATIONS

personnel system®should be decentralized.
'nu clvﬂ ® Servics Commission should devote itselt

Drew Pearson’s .~
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

WHITE HOUSE insiders marvel at the way Secretary of
State Acheson reports to President Truman on' almost

every detall of the Paris conlerence.

almost

talking about'as Acheson's own nsm.m

Acheson tells (nmm that he
from J!

White House is
as up-to-date on what the lonlzh ministers are
Paris.

arned nhouz White House
Bymu. vcr it was J Jimmie's fatlure to
to the President

primarily to.setting and enforcing standards,

to each department or agency the details of xecrm

examining, hiring, firing, and promoting most of its
m

own wor
2 ous systems of recruiting, training, and
Prompting abler workers shoud be. developed.  Eme
plovers should be encouraged to kriticize and suggest.
le, comprehensive pay policy stiould be

he ceiling (now $10.330 u year) should be lifted.
.’ The Civ) Service Commission, now comy
of thres members with equal power, should ha
single chief, who should also be th
adviser on the career civil servic
Gitice of Personnel tn the Prondents office
. The President should be empowered to fssue
and enforce rules rewarding department and agency
Beads for reducing thelr statfs
. (Copyright, 1949, by Time Inc.)

People’s Platform
‘Crying Needs’ Unmet

PHE mecznt"bmﬂalmm revealed o \nte;esur..

lignmet orth Carolina. In

.r.u“‘mi'xfi’.'ﬁ“ m Nwent over well, though
The ity machines pyured to have pulled their
handful of lt(imrs foward keeping Governor Bcott’s
program g. Regarding the schools, it 1s
Sovious lhll e\en the city machines can gain by wide
uhoul spending: the controlled voting went accord-

ingly.

WINSTON-SALEM

¥ am not opposed to wide spending lor good 18
and schools. 1t perfectly e
vinced that, unless du nnk-md-ﬂll farmers of every
county get together, the road spending will set up the
most widespread palltical machine his Hate has ever
witne less our farmers get together and plan
2nd demand wich sods as are really needed. unless
the farmers organize supervision of road bullding, the
money won't go into highways.
This is ev schools. In recent years,

en truer of the
the teaching nhnmm in North Carolina has dimin-
ished dangerously, ve been neglected,
teachers have been miserably underpaid, school prop-
& become run down. ool bond can
help‘ Bt it I uk- active interest by parents to

"“But Governar 1 ecou still has nnt produced for the

st crying needs of the hasn't he
lehl for a real program to help fight unemploy=
ment? Why hasn't he backed up labor's demand to
repeal the anti-closed shop law by putting our big-
business-run Legislature: on the spot? Governor, the
people have proved they will back you. Will you lead
them in a real struggle to prepare them against a

depression?
—W, A. McGIRT .

The People’s Platform is) avatlable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
lhould be less thal .!00 words, typewritten if
posstble, and on only one side of the -paper.
Libvel and ab:cmlv uAH be delected—otherwise
enything goes. Rach Adetter must be signed, —
Editors, Tue Ni

his forthcoming hr\udun,
son. Bytnes told him.

Ton

t him and, while driving home. Jimmie”casually men-
“What broadcast?” asked

Stewort Ahog
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may become a o
here in Balgon, the
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notice is how wel Frenchknow Yet the young men who blow up
)uvlollu.ﬂhonlyltwddnl ""%"":J“‘"""""
Inter that you how - lttle . for Ohi. are not Marxists
the French know to —they hhmhﬂﬂ-'vd——- .-
The place ls wonderfully pretty, poy oy, D
wonderfully agreeabls and wonder- U, They mply mean to have the
fully nnrn}:‘ Fronch colonisl Gy o0l & e 9f things iy
officlals, wl y s . <
government for so long, have or-  Every _lntelligent _ Prenchman
ganized for themselves in Saigon ~here will tell you that two years
erery one of thelr favorite pleas 260, ovem one year ag0, the Frencn
ures, from the most admirable food ~should haye offered them'that
and” thes most nq\lhﬂa parks, to  Fight ubder 5o sufetis. e
the . most interminal official non-Communist leadership.
foras which the.humble applicant  Then the Prench would have been
must fill out with due respect. The  Able o retain every important com-
whole. show 1s perfect in its way, = Mercial cultural, and political tie,
and entirely convincing you losing only the outer trappings of
suddenly grasp the . tal  colonial rule. This is precisely what
fact that Salgon is nothing but a the Frenich are now attempting to <
charming oncent camp. do, but everyone agroes that they
The . tr the v making it aitept ey o,
atnst rule of Indochtna, © Now ® Priudh v gct-
('Tnhllchl;’l‘: d his = :ﬁxmdmnl-.
-minh an ff
have peen leading the end uUnder the former ‘Annamite mon-
of the second World War.© Any Arch, Bao Dal, and they have
pean or American venturing ~Promised Bao Dal more internal
beyond the perimetery of the city BOvereignity  than . Ho ' Chi-minh
(except by dublous potirtesy of himself ever demanded, The inten-
France) death, tion is, of course, 'to pare away
the city, when night falls, one's _from Ho Chi-minh all but s small
Aeep {35 apt to be dis hard core of convinced Btalinists,
chineggun and mortar firing or by Fallying _ the real- nationalists
the explosion  of grena around Bao Dal. g
the followers of Ho Chi-minh The Prench thémselves say that
into restaurants and theaters with in Bao Dai they are playing their
i Bt e Bl e
Militarily, as they delight to tell ~with the OChiness A
lves, the - - sweeping down ’ the barders
dochina {n 1949 are in the same po-  of Indochina. ‘much will
sition as the Ge: depend on Bao Dal A forthcoming
the early Summer of 1944. Like the :Bnﬂnmoa'ma-th-
then; the French now with the ability of, the young
hold, at least during , ' monarch, and the assets he
the jarger = Hancl,  will still' command in forth-
Halpong. s coming struggle for power in this
They attempt to hold certain mmumx—gn
v SN S
Marquis Cluld
q L -

No

ASH!NGLNDN

which the loyalty sparch is be-
daily more appar-

HE FANTASTIO

ing pushed are
ent. Tt would be absurd

absurd if
t 50 serious for the well-being  Alling ‘was
"F” nation. weeks
n this and a following

cons| tions
it illustrates, too, the waste n! time
as a pursult that

nd money in

less and less nh
necessities

to have
{he ‘realities and
present day. -
Mrs. Anne V. Alling,
given me permissi
detalls of her case, is

nmpnum
o 50 years old.

Proportlon

it *were

wor
who has '

did
and had nothing to th any- volunteered to teath any
thing remotely e how to knit?
husband suftered  Answer: No, I don't remember
advers woltods n World War 1 and snything aboit that, and I don't
in 1929 they went be- nlmm the Russian
nuaglheymﬂ.hlnmﬂb’wumkl. I did knit' s
easler to live there on his pension.- sweater. I think I did that for Eng-
In France Mrs. Alling Al oy t00; not just for Russis. |
terested in Communism. She met’ Maybe I did but T don't remember
and”talked with Prench Commu-. that but T could ave. . .
estion: Well, almost all of us
'401' UNUSUAL knitting for the Red Cross
Mrs. Alling i & type fairly com-  and_ the were channeled.
mon in this country. Her religious through to places. T won-
background cle  dered why M Initied es-
ments of pacifism and the kind of pcdl-lly Rosia. it was what
idealism that - accepts tically 7 was ‘trytng-£0
the  id others.  Answer: I wam't fust- Interested:
They must be g if they In Russia.
sy they mean to be kind to every- one time three PBI men,
one and end the evils of the earth.  ablebodied and intell-
In this maive fashion many esm-  gent werd concentrated 58 & priase.
est, decent Am de- the Alling case. How this
celved about  the alms of Com- woman pe-my be  threat to'the
munism and particularly in  the . of a great and ww%
t depres- nation? How have we become

cruel years of the greal
sl

f justice
the Negro. In 1634 ¢ ma Atlanta po-

Truman was further irked when Byrnes, flying back from  the
0scow, sent & message to Bill Benton, assistant Secretary of nominated
suu for Public Information, telling him to arrange for &
ndlo broadeast in which Byrnes would report to the American
peopl
wm arrived, Acheson went to the airport to

With ymorw
the Supreme Cofirt, as
uwmnumnmm-nummm

Not robust in health, he also pushed

preoccuplied- with fear? It seems

wmeku?‘m‘;"lntei m]-mumm-.uncm
Tes! selves some questions
for -ubnnwrmtmdmm

- Acheson Not To Repeat Byrnes’ Action

Vice-Presidency at the 1944

Chicago convention thal
looked on him, constantly recalled

down
that save for a twist of fate he would be in Truman's shoes,

‘hind him—in the Senate, on

o Ty s B 'Ml:m h‘l.!ym 4 laf said there mme-
break sscn relates how. when es ter expl was no
unnaaa the Moscow conference as Secretay of State, he A’Q“"““' In Limousine diate hurry t step out after the New
t almost no reports to Truman. Thereby hangs part NOWING that Truman ‘was irked, Acheson hinted that Yok Mecting P g Nations in the Winter of late
e stll-untold mystery of why the pop:dllx and ocsetinen Lué Would be wise to report to the President before going
impulsive Jimmie Byrnes suddenly resi; on the Bul while Byrnes was in New York conducting the UN,
Acheson, who was acting Secretary of State while Bymu n, however, hld :goue down the Potomac lhﬂ meetings, he learned that Truman had sounded out Gen.
was in Moscow in 1046, has told part of the story to close "cht Wmhmwurt thaps as a deliberate n"“" George C. Marshall about _ Becrétary of State.
that time he saw the President five times a .Byrnes. This madle the Sccm-w of State hllhly !ndlml'“ is ed an earller report, officially denied by the
‘)ck‘ 1n addition to being summoned on other occasions, and Acheson had a hard time explainin, ‘White Hvuse, that Truman o replace Byrnes with
nstantly Embqnluad at not being able to report on  Truman’s'only way of escaping a constant mmn ﬂ "Um Gen. Marshall. This time Jimmie m the celling and called
What was happenife t Moscow; ‘Truman, he explained, had been just us busy as Truman on the telephone. ‘Trumap also got irked and toid
‘Acheson, cabled Byrnes asking for reports, This 2 Deated argument between Bymes and  his Secretary of State, o 0 take & sedative.
He never. even got an Acknowledgment. Dean  ACHoOR "‘,‘"5""‘"",‘.‘ SRR She Sirposs: v, P (b e e 0 much for the warm-hearted, impulsivé
o o cretary ol tate down 0 see iman,
o messages went to Bymes's devoted secretary, o JTIN 04 DRE Clen SOWn the Potomac to see amncyed Jimmie. * He sent -“ i telegram to the Prosidect.

t one tithe, !)’m!l cabled:
lh.ll. m cold is.
tion to Truman.
Néwsmen Scoop Government

WBAT M

at Moscow was

shouldn't be bothered with reporting to

‘“Tell Maud (Mrs. Byrnes)
better.” But he cabled little or no {nforma-

particulariy Irked vas that the " final
cast by the Moscow

when Acheson lmpum that ‘he
roceeds

complete set of ms he
could judge for hi
and
Things
Jimmy's scanty reporting of the M

Truman's S

protocol signed
nd.lo long b!lelr; 'B{mu cabled it h) l.hn State Dept. There-
lent, wi

lore, the Presf

was always a suspicion in Truman
Byrnes, older, far more experienced,

n't fully reported

m the argument. Acheson h.a .
! sent to Byrnes, and the

Teplies Byrmes had sent i, placed before Truman so he

himsel
‘This incident was the first time the sparks flew between
Byrnes.
calmed down later. aut thn real fact {s that

conference
the chain of circumstances that led to his sudden resignation.

an's mind that
. and & candidate for

started




