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HOW MUCH IS $200 MILLION?

18 easy to forget in these days that a
million dollars is & lot of money. In
-'nhluwn.my talk in billions, and it's
even becoming the vogue to refer to the
uumﬂdcmulquuur-mmon
" Here in Tar Heella another big round

and maintenance pi to be

paid off in the next 20 years.
The Governor is making it a lenge -
—a test of the people’s faith in their own
it were,

recession, or disinflation, if you prefer.
‘Well, the people of North Carolina cer-
tainly have a strong and steadfast faith
their state and its economic future. At
they are people of good
who are trying hard to
avold any new private indebtedness until
out what's going to happen to
budm and who Indicated
as recently as last Fall, that
want to remove the state's
on

same time,
sense

did

new indebtedness.
the $200 miillon figure, which
seems to shrink with each speech by the
Governor, doesn't mean much to them
by itself. Buu it means a great deal when
measured by two very definite yardsticks.

‘The first is that “courageous” highway
program of the "Twenties, so often refer-
red to by the Governor. Beginning with
the Morrison Administration, the State of
North Carolina has issued a grand total of
$115 million in highway bonds: $50 mil-
lon 4n’ 1921, $15 million In 1923, $20 mil-
lion in 1925, and $30 million in 1927.

Those bonds were issued for the pur-
pose of building up a badly-needed pri-
mary road system in North Cayolina, and

they were spent for that purpose. Gov-
ernor Scott, on the other hand, proposes
to borrow almost twice as much in four
years for purely secondary roads as the
Btate has borrowed in the last 27 years for
its primary road system.

It is worth remembering that:

(1) N. C. has retired, s0 far, $92 million
of those $115 million in bonds, and that it
cost ‘the state $89 million In interest to
carry them. In other words, we have pald
almost as much .in interest as we have in
principal;

(2) Most of the primary roads built with
that money have since had to be rebuilt
and widened, curves eliminated, bridges
enlarged, to take care of the modern,
ter, and heavier vehicles. Thus we have
literally pald for them three times.

The second yardstick by which the $200
million bond issue can be measured is the
total expenditure by the Highway Com-

from March 4, 1921, through June
30, 1948. 1In the intervening 27 years, the
Commission spent a grand total of $926,-
771,750.02, or slightly less than a billion
dollars.

According to the State Highway,Com-
mission’s own estimates, a total of $283,-
772832 will be avallable in the next four
years without the bond issue and without
the extra gasoline tax. To this amount,
Governor Beott would add $200 million in
rural roads bonds, plus $7 million a year,
or $28 million, from an extra cent on the
gasoline tax. That adds up to a grand
total -of $511 million that Governor Scott
will have at his in the next four
yeari—or more than half the total amount
spent on the state highway system in the

.27 years from March 4, 1921 to June 20,
1948.

If the people of North Carolina decide
they don't want to be hurried along that
fast, it won't be any lack of faith or vision,
Itll be plain, ordinary common sense.

TIME FOR STRUTTING, SENATOR

Sepator Harry Flood Byrd 1s a doodler,

he probably scribbles dollar marks—and

with a red pencll. No other man in Con-

gress has quite the record of consistent

harping on governmental econmny as the
man from Virginia.

Year after year he has yelled to high
heavens about Government spending, and
deficits, and national - indebtedness. He
has a sharp mind, and even sharper ton-
gue. And he’s a2 man to be reckoned with.

But he also has a thin skin, and can't
take the sime kind of medicine he dishes
out.

This week President Truman, in one of
his slap-happy, off-the-cuff remarks, told
some visiting veterans that there are “too
many Byrds" in the present Congress.
‘What he meant, presumably, is that there
are too mahy men concerned with a bal-
anced budget who don't want, to rubber
stamp the Fair Deal spending measures
which havefilléd Congressional hoppers.

It was a perfectly natural remark for
the President to make. He, like his pre-
decessor, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, has

PARTISANRY EXALTED

OMETIMES, in the give and take of
partisan politics, it Is difficult for the
average person to keep the simple truths
straight. We are aften confused, and mis-
led, by charges and counter chardes which
have purely political inspiration.

Recently, several Republican Party lead-
ers have been sharply eritical of their own
BSenator Raymond Baldwin of Connecticut,
who has decided to resign his Senate post
in order to accept an appointment to the
Connecticut Sypreme Court of Errors ten-
dered him by Democratic Governor Ches-
ter Bawles.

The Republicans are hopping mad be-

use they assume Bowles will naturally

Republican side this
morning was either sick to his stomach or
lldllhll.llhlmmlu'mlo\mdﬁ
stand mw blican Senator would
Tesign his responsibllity and trust

From The Dallas Morning News S

often been tongue-lashed by the gentleman
from Virgitla, and been thwarted by the
Byrd vote. (One recent case: Byrd's re-
fusal to vote for the confirmation of Mon
Walgren as chalrman of the National Se-
curity Resources Board.)

Senator Byrd promptly yelled back:

“If the President means he intends to purge
me from the Senate because I will not ac-
cept his dictation in matters of legislation,
then Il be on hand when the purging starts.”

Come, come, Senator. Of course the
President is not going to try any purge.
He's smart enough to know that the Byrd
machine has Virginia completely in hand,
and that any attempted purge would be
an utter failure,

He was merely a harried man, voicing
his disappointment at not getting his pro-
gram through Congress, and exercising
that old American political privilege of
blaming. somebody else. And the Senator
would have been more In character had
he preened himself at the implied compli-
ment, instead of getting so ruffled.

v

when ft meant turning the post over to a
Democrat.” .

These GOP leaders are a bit far out on
the limb, for they have been equally vio-
lent in their criticism of alling Democratic
Robert Wagner of New York who, accord-

Ing to Time Magazine, has not been seen
on the Senate floor since May 27. 1947,
Senator Wagner has refused to resign, ac-
cording to the Republicans, because he
fears Governor Dewey would appoint a Re-
publican to the post.

Therein lies the inconsistency in this
purely partisan politics. And overlooked in
the argument pro and con.is the bland as-
sumption that both Governors, Bowles and
Dewey, would automatically appoint a
member of their own parties, no matter
the of the eligible
and regardless of the party preference ex-
pressed by the voters at t.ha' time the two
Benators were elected.

It's a rather sordid dhphy all the way
around, and 1t's no wonder that the aver-
age American gets a little disgusted with
this practice of exalting puunmy over
simple integrity. ]

MAN AND THE SOIL

OP‘ ALL the scents of Spring, none is
more impressiye than the soil's. It
has a growing warmth and pungent majst-
ness, like leaf mold in the !or?t and cat-

tails by the marshlan
If you garden—on your knees as you
must—then you know this smell and the
meaning of soil itself. Turn it over with
your fingers and you know it better—the
permanence of it, the molding and
ﬂoeenuunl processes that bulld it, the
rocks and plants, the sun and rain that
went into it long before a plow or hoe
 ever scarred it. There it is, as It was for
ages before you dropped a bean seed, and
as 1t will be for iuntold Sprlnu aftér you

are gone.

! The man on the land senses thij as he
plows. Occasionally he stops and looks—
| and kneels, to feel it.| In the valley the
+.elms are greening and at night he hears
\ v

£ \

the peepers in the woods and looks at new
Teaf life etched in the moonlight. These
are the days of new growth—growths from
a wondrous soll that takes the elements,
absorbs them and at the precise time turns
a seed to a flower.

Kneeling, you feel the mystery but you
can't fathom it. A bud, a leaf, a bloom—
they are deeper than understanding it-
self. The tulips unfurl In maroon gnd white
—tullps, by the way, which have outdone
themselves 'this year in size and beauty.
Burning Bush is in its thickest leaf dress.
Salvia is up, a perennial that brightens
the darkest bed. Mimosa is putting out
its first leaves, and Paul Scarlets will soon
be on stage.

They come from the molds of the past,

generations and centuries back, from s
soll'and & past you feel as you kneel.
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Four Labor Bills Compared

‘WASHINGTON

FOLIDWINO 15 a summary of the highlights of the

new Taft-Smith-Donnell labor bill in the Senate.

‘The new nmmllll will be compared with three other
Iabor measures

1 The Taft-Hartley act now on the boo

2 The Wood bill which was shelved by e House
but which wl probab rought up again later.

munnl labor bill (also
Ko as the Theetat S ambuek! i
NATIONAL EMERGENCIES

‘The new Taft provides that when a dispute
imperils lhe nltlonll hnll.h or safety, the President
shall issue a proclamation and urge the parties to
continue work. ‘Then shall appoint an “emergency
board” which shall mdke a report and recommenda-
tions within 30 days.

At any time after issulng a proclamation the
President may submit the case to Congress with a
recommen for action. strike or lockout
exists after the board has made' its report,
President “shall” submit a full report to Congress.
If Congress isn't meeting. he “shall” call a special ses-
slon to consider the case.

Tn addition, the President. any time after lssuing
his proclamation, mly direct the Attorney General to

1 court for either an Injunction, or

the .

“Taft bill, like the Taft-Hartley act and lhl Wond
bill. would ban the closed shop, as sdch
Taft bill would permit an mplorrr to mu!y . umon
of job vacancies and give the reasonable

opportunity to refer qualified lvnlh:lhh for such
employment.”

The Wood bill contalns a similar clause. The
Wood bill, as lmended in the House, also would per-
mit the closed shop in any “tate which passed a law
specifically -uu-@rm it.

The Truman bl would permit the closed shop
and—so-far s Intetatate
would nullify all state laws which ban it.
NON-COMMUNIST OATHS

The Taft bill would keep the Taft-Hartley pro-
vislon requiring union officers to file non-com-
munist oaths before their unions can get any help
from the NLRB. But it would extend the require-
ment to company officers as well. And it would also
apply to members of union “policy forming and gov-

Tning bodies.” and employer representatives who have
'luvon.nbm!y for the employer’s labor rela

In another new feature, the Taft bill would -
nul all those union and company officials to swea:
that they don't nuppon any or.‘nlnl-lnn “seeking by
force or violence to deny other persons their rights

commerce is concerned—

As a practical matter, this provis-
fon simply means that the President
will be debarred from doing any of
the really difficult and important
parts of the job. For there is hardly
any administrative agency worthy
of the name that cannot muster
the votes to preserve ltself In at
least one chamber of Congress. Pat-
ronage, plus pork, plus local in-
terests, plus the senlority system

committees, make

this certain. In its present form, in
the general

short,

bill is a fraud.

ring past history, it is not
a

Since Senator McLellan talled on
the Héover Commission, en-
gineers have bean working overtime
1o protect themselves in Congress,
Their instrument has been their

Marguis Childs

authority for me President to seize and operate the
Industry, or
1f the Judle agrees that the dispute threaten< the

.tlmpl_\ extends it to employers and corporation of-
fic

under the Constitution of the United States.”
We

bill keeps the present provision and

The Lme“!s Held

mational health or safety. he may issue the infunction.
authorlze the seizure. or take both actions. or “maks
such other orders as mav be avoronriate
fter court action. the partles shall make every
effort to settle their ditferences,
the end of 60 davs &fter the fssuance of the
President’s. original nroclamation. the court action
must be dissolved, even If the disoute remains un-
settled. That is the infunction mml be dismissed and
the seized nroperties must be returned to the owners
When the disoute is finally -emm the President
k»- i !ull report to Congress,

Talt-Hartly act provides for a “board of in-
lrul!’y and for lnlum:llm'u lasting un to 80 days. It
does ot provid seizure or for speclal sessions of

Congress. and nmhlblu the board from making any
recommendations.

e Wood bill is substantially like the Taft-
‘l;!r-m.v act.” although it contains some changes in

® Truman bill contains no authorty for tn-
Junctions. seizure. or venalties. It provides for a
30-day Yoluntare cmhnx-uu nmna and a board
which 1
THF LAIOR
hn hm would abolish the independent
office of General Counsel of the National Labor Re-
Iations Board, with his authority to prosecute unions
and employers for unfair labor bractices and to seel
temnorary injunctions in such cases.
The Taft bill would also increase the board itself
from five to seven members.
board . could lvpl) {or mmw-ry fnjune-
a ca

tions -pending a decision an
General Counsel under Lht ‘l‘lﬂ-letlty lct
the Taft-Hartlev provision making it mandatory to
lDD)y mr an injunction wheneyer a unfon is prose-

‘secondary boycott” charge would be
Sbolished,

‘The Wood bill would keep the General Counsel's
office, together with his injunction authority, but
would eliminate the “mandatory” Injunction pro-
vision.

The Truman bill would abolish the General Coun-
sel's office and eliminate all authority for injunctions
pending board decisions in unfalr practice cases.
CLOSED SHOP

(Definition: An arrangement under which only
members of a particular union can be hired and kept
on the payroll.)

; The Truman bill contains no anti-Communist pro-
wislon.
MEDIATION SERVICE

Taft bill would keep the present Federal Media-
tion and _Conciliation Service as an independent
agency. So would the' Wood bill, The Truman -bill
would return_it to the Department under the
name United States Conciliation Service.
SECONDARY BOYCOTTS

(Definition: A union attempt to bring pressure on
a company bv having the employees of another coue
pany refuse to handle the first company’s

Taft bil relaxes Tart-Hartley act bun on
secondary boycotts-by permitting such a boycott where
“struck work™ is involved. ‘The Taft bill says it shall
be legal for a union to induce employees to refuse to
perform “work which because of a current labor dis-
pute between snother emoloyer and his employees 1s,
for the duration of such dispute. no longer being per-
formed by the emnloyees of such other emnloyer.”

hill also permits some boycotts of

;H’ruct work™ but doesn't go nearly as far as the Taft

The Truman bill would permit all fvpes of sec-
ondary bovcott exceot where the union’s purrose is
to beat out another union.

UNFATR LAROR PRACTICES

Taft bill would continue most of the Taft-
Hartlev bans agninst unfair labor practices by unions
and emplovers. But It would abolish one ban against
unlons—the ban against rhedding”—that s
trying to exact money from an employer for work not
to be bes

ormy
Wood. bill continues the 'lnmmnddm. ban and
the other unmr labor practice provisions.
bill continues most of the bans on em-
plmer cnnduct but eliminates most of the bans on

mnnr FUNDS
Taft'bill. like the Taft-Hartley act, would regu-
late union welfare funds but no longer require that
there be folnt control if the em|
1t Also Taft
review all welfare fund agreements, dnd if he cer-
tifles they meet the law's requirements, no criminal
penalties are imposed
'ood bill s -xmxlnr to Taft-Hartley on Welfare
funds.
Truman bill contains no regulation of such funds.

gram
gress whoops of joy go up from m.
varfous and assorted interes
litieal and_economie, that? would
like to see the whole thing stopped ~‘hey
dead. The somewhat premature re-
Joicing over the Administration de-
feat on - a new labor law Is still
echol

There s one issue, however, on

have cost him nuny va\u.

Shortly, the Senal consider power
3, request trom t et Dept. ot Smaetier ment have met with Rayburn's
for funds t adamant opposition. He is a shrewd
o the Northwest and. the Southwest.  and
m&'{:mm trlnmm popularity in the Touse.

e Bonneville power -y-- consistent su;

tem In Washington and Oregon'with R B Bl o
the Hungry Horse Dam in Montna gome years ago weat all out for &
precipltaied a brief but sharp n- - rival T Raybum's dise
Counter in trict in Texas. But about

“That stout ‘delender of the Pri-  accomplished was to confirm
yate utilities, Rep. Ben Jensen of  Speaker in his strong feelings about
Towa, sought to knock out this ap- the power 3
propriation. The entire utility lobby, sy ey
sparked by the Montans Power Co. o Ousws ttcned Vil
and Purcell Smith, highly paid lob- k Auumm for funds to >
byist for the lnduslr)', went Into o¥ AU o,"."l‘;_‘m’ Ataxt o

action.
MIKE'S BATTLE'

Chief battler for ‘the transmis-
slon lines was" Rep. e Mans-
field of Montana. In a vigorous
speech Mansfield pointed out how
essential the added power was o
develop basic industries in the state  action.

at New Johnsonville,
houses in the

stance where the clearly expressed
will of the voters is translated into

“Merry-Go-Round

Drew Pea;son's

,  WASHINGTON

DAY the Berlin alrlift is suspended and tae pilots dnd

ground crewmen who performed the greatest air feat in
history at long last get a rest.

What they and the nation may not know, however, is
what Intelligence’ reports from Russia-say about their Work.
They say that the Berlin airlift has done more to increase
American prestige in Europe than anything else.

Eveir behind the Tron Curtain, the facts of the Berlin air-
lift_are known. The Russians couldn’t keep the news out.
The feeding of & city of 2000000 by air. day in and day out,

staggering a story to suppress. It was a great
sread not by newspapers, but by word of

The Soviet government not only couldn’t suppress it. but
was Worried about it.

So the pllots and ground crewmen, as they ease up on
their labors today, may never really know how much they
have done for their country,

J. Edgar Hoover School
DU‘H.[NO the 25 long years he has been director of the

FBI. J. Edgar Hoover has received all kinds of tempting
offers.

Various corporations have invited him to leave the Gov-
ernment and join them. Movie companies have asked him
to serve as their crime-story-adviser. Blg detective agencies
sought his services But Hoover has said no.

When you compare this with the general fleld of ex-
Government officlals, Hoover's sacrifice looms much bigger
than the public realizes. Most top Government olficials serve
n few )un. then go out lnlk! big money In private in-

ustry. ‘ashington and York, the, woods are full of
Il'ymwhom'medlm'!h.mmm it and now lobby
against.the Government.

on less than

Mﬂwvumnmhdh'mhr

{

$10.000; only recently got & salary increase to $14,000. He is
truly devoted to public service.

‘Therefore, it was appropriate that )ﬁww—me 25th
anniversary of Hoover's directorship of the FBI—a bipartisan
group of Senators and Representatives introduced a bill estab-

ishing a model school for rejected boys outside Washington
in honor of Hoover. For wdfk among boys has been one of
his ‘greatest contributions.

Private-Government Enterprise

A LREADY. a group of private citizens have secured a 530-
acre farm near the upper Potomac in Maryland as a gift

to the J Edgar Hoover Foundation. They also plan to

ralse money privately to heélp build and finance the school.

The bill, introduced in Congress by Senators Thomas of
Utah, Morse of Oregon and Ives of New York and Gonfress-
men Walter of Pennsylvania of New Jersey,
that the Government will match private contributions, and

men citizens.

This would give the school some of the freedom of enterprise
which the Government {tself lacks.

Hoover, himaelf, would be the guiding gentus behind

And, though his days of retirement are

vrival devota, his

talents to the. thing he enjoys fmoat ~tmproving the. youth ot
the na

And in view of Hoover's jong service at a modest Govern-

ment salary. nobody in Congress is going to object to putting

up part of the money for a boys' school dedicated to him.

Underneath-His_Bellow
mwl“o Bl l.uuu‘, the unruly Senator from North

ota, likes to wnmmbdmvmwcmlrm
Nﬂlﬁdﬂw mnmhmmmm

Russians Know Of Airlift Operations

Adm, hulﬂlmrhnmed.!ulumnvlr‘-ﬁ
dmnmu-wr
ly Larson called the Senator and asked what he
hmmlnnnm. Mather.
“I just want to look him in the eye,” roared Langer.
Ma

.a
£
E

he Admiral
confirm you this aftemoon.”

Acheson ‘Will Go To Germany

gECREI‘ARY ACHESON has decided to visit Germany while
in Parls for the four-power conference. In fact, Acheson
already has a speech rea

Judge (?) Frank Lausche v

E big question mark in Ohio politics is versatile Demo=

ing the mment decent house-  The long-famous Pick-Sloan
+ keeping services. The for Missouri Valley hmmlhh’
‘whole program, however, is the meas- name of the present Chief of Army|
,ure granting the Engineers. It is, essentially, a plan’
bring out of .the safeguard the Army Engineers’
~chaos of the whole executive field of operations there, by blocke
And this heart 0 to_speak, Valley Authority,
already had a dagger driven through Incidentally, it safeguards tie pri-
1t in the Senate ttee on EX- vate power toos
ecutive Expendits The proposed Columbla Vi



