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.SCHOOL BOND PLAN DEFECTS

NVINCING proof that the $50,000,000
State school bullding bond issue bill is,
in its present form, & totally indefensible
plece of pork-barrel legislation is contained
1in a table of figures elsewhere on this page,
The measure would simply divide the
$50,000,000 amerig the 100 countles equally,
with each county getting a flat $500,000.
It falls to recognize any of these factors:
(1) number of school children in each.
county, (2) accumulated school bulldidg
needs, (3) ability or inabllity to meet thode
Deeds, and (4) local Initiative in the past,
‘The total average dally attendance in
the public schools of the 100 countlés
in 1947-48 was 751018. On that basis, the
$50,000000 would figure out to am average
©of $66.57 per child.

An examination of the second column of
the table will show that 63 countles would
recelve more than $66.57 per child, with
the nts ranging up to $517.68 In
Camden County which has only 967 school
children. That sets it up ‘as pork-barrel
legislation at the outset, since representa-
tives from those €3 countles wouldibe In-
clined to vote for such favored treatment.

On the other hand, 37 countles would re-
eeive less than $66.57 per child. In the case
of Guilford County, which has 29,436 school
ehildren to house, the grant would amount
to only $1999 per child. Thus Camden
County would receive 30 times as much per
child as Guilford. :

‘The last column In the table shows the
estimated minimum bullding needs in each
county as given In the report of the Edu-
cation Commission. .

It reveals that 63 countles need less than
$500,000 to bring thelr schools up to the

minimum, whereas 37, need
more, some of them a great deal more.
Naturally, the representatives of those §3
eounties will favor such largesse.

Extremes are evident in this column,
also. Camden County, which will get $500,-
000, needs only $15,000 to put its schools in
shape. Gaston County, on the other hand,
needs $5562,128. Camden will get 33 times

as much as’it needs, whereas Gaston Coun-
ty will get less than one-eleventh of the
amount it needs. :

‘There is & third and even more glaring
deficiency in the bill—the fallure to recog-
nize initiative.

‘Twenty-eight of the 100 ‘counties, ac-
cording to the Education Commission re-
port, have sufficlent unused borrowing ca-
pacity for schools to finance thelr own
bullding programs without exceeding the

limit on ess. Cam-
den, for example, which needs only $15,000
to meet its needs, has unused borrowing
capacity of $153310; whereas Gaston
County, which needs $5,562,128, has an un-
used borrowing capacity of only $4.836,112.

Gaston s a comparatively wealthy In-
dustrial county. There are other examples
of far more pressing needs. Brunswick
County, for instance, needs to spend $2.-
603800 on Its schools, yet its borrowing
capacity 1 only $180,251 — less than one-
tenth the amount it needs.

Unused borrowing capacity reflects (1)
wealth or poverty of countles as reflected
in property valuations and (2) the willing-*
ness of countles to burden themselves in
the past with bond lssues. A county with
iimited borrowing capacity thus may have
Mttle valuable property, or It may have
shown great Initiative in the past by vot-

What Happened To That Close Harmony?

Whete The Money Would Go

ing bonds up to its limit.
The flat $500,000 per-county grant recog-
nizes neither of these.

‘The school bullding bond lssue bill has
already been passed by the Senate, and is
now before the House. Though the legisla-
tive session is nearing an end, it is not too
tate to work out some better formula for
allocating the mopey which would be based
first of all on the number of school chil-
dren, and then varled according to
cumulative needs and abllity to pay for

needs.
We all want to Improve our public

MEETING OF THE INTELLECTUALS :

view of the fact that the forthcoming
“cultural and sclentific conferende for

world peace” to be held In New York next -

' week is already shaping up as a leftish

about that. Since {t will
easy to keep an eye on
thers. is)no reason why they should
Dot be permiitted to attend the conference.

‘The underlying motives and purposes of
the conference have alrsady pin-
an

%
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the mistakes of the United States that it

NEW CHEST OFFICIALS

SSURANCE that the Charlptte Com-
munity Chest will continue to have
spirited, capable leadership o1 e
the announcement that George A. West-
brook will become Chest president, sue-
eeeding Stanley W. Black Jr.~
Mr. Westbrook, & highly |successful .bus-
friessman, has shown unususl Interest In
the work of the Community ‘Chest,'and ex-
ceptional ability as an organizer and s0-
licitor. In the past he bas headed the gen-
eral solicitation and Industrial divisions,
both of which have complled outstanding
contribution records under his leadership.
Similarly gratifying were the wise de-
cisions to elect Stowe Moody as vice-presi-
dent, succeeding M. E. Plerson and Martin
+ Lee, and to re-elect Robert L. Cherry as
treasurer.

All of the retifing officlals have rendered
notable se: to the Community Chest,
and merit the appreciation of the whole_
community.

The new officers are taking over at an
important stage In the Chest’s growth and
development It, like - other privately-
financed is to'feel

poliey, rather than Russian 3 be
on trial Sald Shapley:
In ihe period since the initiation of the

Yet despite the obvious effort to put the
U. 8. on trial before the conference, we
would be making a mistake If, as some law=
makers have suggested, we deny admit-
tance to the Communistic delegates.

Let them in. Let them talk as much as
they wiih. Let the Voice of America send
a full and comprehensive report of all their
actlvities behind the Iron Curtatln.

Our democracy is strong enough to with-
stand the verbal assaults of all the intel-
lectual pinkos in the world, whether they
are sounding off at the Waldorf-Astoria or
{from behind the walls of the Kretlin.

’

'

take their assighment, they should bear in
mind that one of their most important du-
ties is to Interpret to the cdmmunity, con-
tinually and on a year-round basls,
work done by the various Chest agencles.
A public which understands clearly the
work, of the Chest will respond more
generously.

The oldest known bit of writing in the

world® the Prisse Papyrus, is in the mu-
nicipal at It

That School

table, ‘prepared by The Editors of The News

from statistics furnished by the State Depart-
ment of Education, is an attempt to show how the
50,000,000 schol building bond issue would work
if enacted into law. The measure would give each
of the 100 ountles the sum of $500,000. The first
column in the table represents the average dally
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Drew Pearson’s

Bond Issue

attendance in each county in 1947-48. The second
shows how much per achool the’ $500,000

column
would represent in each county.
the accumulated minimum build!

tounty as compiled by the State Education Com-
purpose of this column being to pre-
pare those needs with the $500,000 proposed grant:

mission, the
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Dixiecrat
Merry-Go-Round Ixiecrars
. oN No L thie opening of Congress no  their defeat last Fall, they soon discovered Mr. Truman had
UR months ago triumphant Harry Truman came back to plans were made as tion should come first. A no fixed toward them. He was Detty when it came to
ashington Teaffirmed. President of the United States Military commander carefully out his campaign before such little things as snubbing Governots Strom Thurmond
without help from his late friend FDR, and with\surprisingly roops go into battle. A sales manager care! co- and Herman Talmadge in the Inaugural Parade. But om
large majorities in both houses of Congress. \ ordinates his sales force and barrage. But things
This week, i contrast, he has suffered thiee major 00 legisiation vitally affecting the nation, the Truman Ad-
PRA - o H M i B R g ‘and,  Ministration nonchalantly galloped in, sabres brandished
o Tl o e e e ) Occgitss, ande slatt, with not the fogglest idea of what bills should be
covered that {t's fun to thumb its nose at its alleged boss P24

in the White House.

dates from about 6,000 years ago, and the
first sentence reads: “Alas, times are not
what they used to be. Everyone wants to
write a book, and children are no longer
obedient to thelr parents.” — Penningtén’
Gap (Va.) Powell Valley News.

‘The general object of styles for women
doesn't change. It consists first of conceal-
ing the form as'it is and second, in dis-
closing It as it 1s wished it were—Lamar
(Mo.) Democrat.

' Golng to church s & good habit for every

the effects of the natlonal business reces-
alon. Furthermore, the Chest is now faced
with the problem of electing a successor

+ to Director Fred L. Huffman, whose flair
for organizing financlal campalgns

years.
4s the new leaders of the, Chest under-

Idea for churches to cultivate every in-
dividual. — Pelham-(Ga.) Journél.

Folks who nowadays find it necessary to
subsist on the fatback and beans diet on
which their forefathers ploneered this
‘country are considered poverty-stricken
and soclal ‘agencles and the Government
take care of them. — Greenville (3. C.)
Pledmont.

to cultiyate and it i & good .

the
are quietly determined to make Mr, Truman eat his
_words and prove to the country that Truman's own
is the GOP's much-publicized

-maligned 80th Congress. And with support ffom the

could be worse for

Why Truman.Melted

mistakes of the past cannot be remedied. But to

previ
back and‘see why President Truma:
popularity melted away so rapidly. Here are some
Teasons:

-As & humble, sifiple man,
figure. But humility
Also

ess after November, he lost
popularity. This was
who called to help and advise, but went away rebuffed
tured to. ‘was confident that he did
ith some Bena!

nsoring photos at Key West.

members of that Congress

country,
tors thumb their noses at the

the  President's
ly noticeable to friends

Instead of

Toss  the way first

. Blst

and
ang Southern filibusterers.

And  rights at the opening of
it is. man was all-powerful,
at a  cause they know he's not.

In Ji

anuary many Southern Senat

of the civil rights bills would not cause
&ﬁn—ma anti-poll tax

half the Southern states have already abolished

undertaken forthright measures

‘were, however, emphatically opposed

But when Georgla's Sen. Russell called on
nowhere.

tax; while many have
against lynching. They

talk comp: . he gof
discuss the Bouth's greatest fear—inf

Mr!
does
some
and

not
him about the filibuster.

,  Patronage—When Dixiecrats came back to Congress after

getting rent control, housing, ald to educa-

tion and other vital parts of the Truman program out of
, the Trumanites gallantly bared thelF

threw thelr weight against a bristling concrete

No Civil Rights Compromise—Inside fact is that many
Southern Senators wers quite willing to compromise on
Congress when
Now they won'

50
ground when he was elected last autumn. But that team
was nowhere to be found when it came to the all-important
Job of winninf votes on Capitol Hill, When

former treasurer of the Democ
buttonholed Sen. Kerr of Oklal
first time any Administration leader had bothered to talk to

serious
and anti-lynch

tie Nationat Gommittee,
homa, Kerr said this was the

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

WASHINGTON
T I8 time to very
1 closely what happens to Marshal
¥ 2 including ~ two
g probable attempts to assassinate
H that the Kremlin ds
golng all outthis Spring to stamp
g the heresy in Yugoslavia. Tito
. . unlm;nja gwn. such
teps as
2375000 g, closing the Greek-Yugoslay
967800  frontier. And here in Washington,
665000  the Nat ity Council
1088000  recently reached & vital decision as
884000 to on Yugoslavia.
783,000 Taking these developments in
400 order, fact about the
TI0000  Kremlin's effort to. liquidate the
1,360,000 v dictator is that they
4156000 rather h tingly 1 One is
1526000  sald to have occurred August,
510000  when s bridge was dyna-
2360000 mited in the path of Tito's heavily
2264400 ° srmored mol while he was
650000  touring Slovenia. The second ex-
700000  periment in medieval diplomacy
40000 was folled in October,
1285000  When It is stated that seven soldiers
1140000  of Tito's guard,"who had been sub-
674,000+ Kremlin agents, were de-
150,000 shot. Both of these
315000  stories are accepted as suthentic in
uuﬂ high 3
4335, of direct action by
334700  their agents has probably influenced
2,080,000 its
1400000  drive against Tito this Bpring,
3930000  about which the are
4280000 drive is ex-
2180000  pect I
020000 - Will be great efforts to detach from
000  fito s
911701  Government. The blockade of Yu-
1074000  goslavia will become u
000 da barrage of the Comin-
1291000  form will be stepped up by many
000  declbels And something lke an
880,000  overt territorial attack will be
345000  made, by setting up a puppet "
1,265,000 oaouls” thao includi
1370000 of Yugoslavia with pre-
5100000  dominently i
i Ttos is tly not be-
X ing laughed off by the v
160000 leader himself. He hum
280,000  somewhat eased his ity
3142000  and taken certain
790, assure his people’s

2

3,790,000 to 1t of
1160000  loyalty. And he has recently open:
820000  the way for easler dealings with the

An Aid To "Worst'Congnress |
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