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THE SENATE VETO

side tssues’ Involved In the most re-

cent Senate fillbuster have diverted

public attentlon from the basic question:

Shall & fractional minority be permitted to
block any action by the U, 8. Senate?

Obriously it should not. Yet under the
present Senate rules, there s absolutely no
‘way & majority, even an overwhelming ma-
fority, can bring a measure before the
Benate of the United States. That is an ut-
terly’ incomprehensible state of affairs in
the highest deliberative body of the great-
est nation in the world.

It 1y hard to separate the civil rights leg-
tslation from the filibuster question, but it
must be 30 separated If we are to under-
stand the real issue.

In 1917 the U. 8. Senate adopted famed
Rule 22 which provides that, upon petition
of at least sixteen Senators, the presiding
officer calls for & vote on whether cloture
shall be applled “to any pending measure.”
If two-thirds of the Senators present vote
for cloture, each Senator is thereafter lim-
ited to one hour. Cloture has been guccess-
fully applied only four times since

In 1947, through a ruling by Senate Pre-
siding Officer Vandenberg, the effect of
Rule 22 was completely nullified. There was
s motion from the floor to take up an anti-
‘poll tax measure. Southerners started a
filibuster. An effort to invoke cloture was

made.

Vandenberg ruled that a motion to con-
sider a bill was not & “pending measure”
and thergfore Rule 22 did not apply. In ef-
fect, the ruling, which was upheld by the
Senate, mean} there could be no way to
stop a fillbuster against a moétion to take
up a bill.

The latest filibuster was against an ef-
fort to make Rule 22 apply to & motion,as

well as a “pending measure.” It started
with & motlon, offered by Majority Léader
Bcott Lucas, that the Senate take up & res-
olution which would alter the phrase “any
pending measure” and make it read “any
measure, motion, or other matter pending
before the Senate” and thus permit cloture
—the ending of debate by a two-thirds
majority — to be applied at any stage in
the legislative process.

Vice-Prexident Barkley reversed Vanden-
berg's ruling. He held that “a motlon to
proceed to the consideration of a bill is an
absolutely indispensable process in the en-
actment of legislation,” and ruled that
cloture would apply to the filfbuster
against Scott's motlon. But the Senate
falled to support his rullng. Twenty-three
Democrats all of them Southerners, and 23
Republicans mostly members of the GOP.
Old Guard, teamed together to reject
Barkley’s ruling by a 46-41 vote.

Those men, Democrats and Republicans,
weren't voting against a civil rights bill, or
even a motion to consider a civil rights bill.
They were simply making it absolutely im-
possible for & majority — no matter how
large — to end a filibuster against a mo-
tion to consider a measure.

The same Senators who upheld this ab-
solute veto by a minority are among the
most caustic critics of Russian abuse of the
United Nations veto. Yet the principle is
the same.

And as long as that principle holds, any
Senator or group of Senators will be able
to prevent the Senate from debating the
merits of any measure they don't like —
whether it be clvil rights or something less
inflammatory.

That is the dismaylng prospect the
American people are facing today.

MINIMUM WAGE MEASURE

will

A"m who objects to &
‘wage law, either in theory or in ap-

must ignore two rather impor-
tant considerations:

unhappy thought that, barring
mhl'lnhv.mllﬂm&ofﬂwmmm“

existence,

Both of those considerations are used ef-
factively by proponents of a higher Fed-
eral minimum wage law. But they do not
eonvince all the people that the best ans-
‘wer lies In the particular measure railroad-
od throtigh the hand-picked House Educa-
tion and Labor Committee last week.

That bill does several things:

e-making powers, making
m;e—:mubwndmcunrymmb-
ters concerning wages and hours. .

Its proponents argue that the wage floor
should be increased so that 1t will be more
consistent with present day Inflationary
levéls of wages and prices. They contend
that most workers today are getting 75
eents or more, anyway, and that it won't

. make much difference.
©  Actually, it will make a great deal of dif-
ference. 'The Wage-Hour Admijnistration
estimates that more than 1,500,000 of the
22,000,000 ‘workers covered by the present
law are making below the proposed mini-
mum. They are pot.the only ones who
will be affected, however. In order to re-
tain traditional differentials between jobs
requiring different skills, the wages of
nearly all of the workers in the affected

HIGHWAY DEATH TRAPS

LETTER elsewhere on this page reveals

that more than 1,000 automoblies ban-
ned from the highways as totally unsafe
under the auto Inspection program hayve
since been brought out of the junk yards
and the woods, fitted out with State li-
eenses. and driven forth on the roads.

The critics of auto 1, who be-

be nwvee up-
ward.

Its greatest effect will be felt in the
Bouth where wages have traditionally been
lower than in other sections of the coun-
try. This is nothing to be proud of, but it
15 & stark reality. And the readjustments
in the South would be immeasurably great-
er than in the East, Mid-West, or Far

“West.

For instance, Commissioner of Labor
Forrest Shuford estimates that some 65,000
workers will be ralsed substantlally in
North Carolina alone in such industries as
wooden coatainer manufacturing, bever-
age products, logging camps and sawmills,
planing and plywood mills,” apparel and
other finisned cloth products, nonmetallic
mining and quarrying, stemmeries and re-
drying These industries would thus be
placed at an unfavorable competitive posi-
tion.

It 1s undoubtedly true that the present
40-cent minimum Is low, in view of 1949
price levels 8till, the proppsed legislatich
would be harmful for these reasons:

1 mﬂw'lnﬁhmmmﬂm

2 !y exempting retall establishments
Jess than $500000 anual volume, 1t ot
impose & stores which

& hardship on
Mwmm:wmmu-mm
labor marke

3. mdlﬂnlum of coversd industries

s too ﬂmhl' and the Labor Secretary’s
lllt.hmwtﬂo

ﬂoﬂlﬂ'm up and never

mdm mlﬁm-c!x‘wﬂm.ml.‘ﬂ.ﬂd<

ally high wage base would bankrupt many of
our industries.

It is to be hoped that the new minimum
wage law will be amended on the floor
of the House and Senate to eliminate
these, and other, shortcomings, so that it
will be & more workable solution to the
problem of guaranteeing a decent stand-
ard of living to the workers of the nation.

Assembly to reconsider its hasty action
and restore some kind of automoblle in-

tion program which will have teeth
in it, and at the same_time make it con-
venlent for car owners to get through the
inspection lanes. Untll such & law is
adopted, we will have other tragedies like
that at Boone.

eame Iirritated with certain phases of the
» enforcement, forgot all about this when
they forced through the General Assembly
a measure to repeal the inspection. They
forgot that the inspection law was slowly
but surely eliminating death-traps from
the highways in addition to keeping other

later models in & good condition of repalr. «

It may be, of course, that none of these
Junked cars will ever be in an accident.
Chances are that they will, and that Tar
Heels will suffer death or injury because
of them.

‘There have been several tragic remind-
ers of the role'mechanical defects can play
in automoblle accidents. One of the latest
involved an accident near Boone. A te
Patrolman had stopped a truck which had
only one headlight, no tail light, no driv-
s light, no signal light, no clearance
2, driver was given a ticket.

The truck went along its way. A mo-
torist, meeting the truck on the highway,
‘was blinded by the truck’s aingle headlight.
His automobile crashed into thegruck. The
truck driver was killed.

T8 4 not 100 late for the 1940 General

In earnest words of protest a New York

declared that he
one-cent postcard rate to two would mean
that the rank and file of our people would
be unable to keep in touch with thelr loved
ones. And, according to popular legend,
neither would postmistresses.—Little Rock
Arkansas Gazette.

The door that won't open 6n the Cald-
well Btreet side of the Rock Hlll Post Office
now has signs on it, both outside and in-
side, “Out of Order.” — Rock Hill (5. C.)
Evening Herald.

The most discouraging thing about the
current economic outlook s that various
experts continue to Issue reassuring state-
ments, declaring that everything s, too,
all right and we are not, either, facing an-
other depression—Lezington (Ky.) Leader,

—

A local man says he can explain the pro-
verblal claim that women are possessed of
clean minds. It's because, he says, they
ehange 'em 20 often. — Lamar (Mo.) Dem-
ocrat, ~
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People’s Platform

A Plea For Auto Inspection

KINSTON

Editors, Tux News:

UR entire traffic safety program is in danger of

being serlously weakened because of the repeal
the Motor Vehicle Inspection Act and the apparent
disinclination of the members of the Legisla
provide any satisfactory substitute.

The State Commitiee for Traffic Safety, which has
nted by Governor Scott, met in Ralelgh
Monday and as you have noted in the dis-

and
cars being licensed to operate on the highways of this
State,

You will be interested in the statement that

tion system now operating under staté license because
of repes
1t was the nplnlon of the committee that public

advanced from the Ir.v'ly position of being
tha mnd mxhut in fatalities to the second lowest
in that sh

I am mnumlunwmlmywmmhm-

ergency.
—H. GALT BRAXTON,
Editor, Kinston Dally Free Press,
Chalrman State Committee
for Traffic Safety, Inc.

Appreciation Voiced
CHARLOTTE

tors, Tz Nrws:
ON behalf of the Heart Auoclnunn of Chlnolle and

Mecklenburg County, o express our Ap-
preciation for the excellent publicity and mppon you
gave us in our Heart Drive.

This being the first year !ur a Heart cmp-wn in
this section, educating the pul ewspaper
publicity was especially zmpomm and we appreciate
your co-operation and

—GEORGE K. CUTTER-

Man Must Build Himself

Bditars. Ty News:
T OCCURS. to me that we are having too much gov-
ernment n Washington. A wise Englishman said
not 5 loni AGo, ~That country 1 sovered best that
is governed least", and, “Man-bullding is the chief
busineas of a nation
These two welghty statemgnts are in harmony.
Man-bullding can not be
there are more restraints, prohibition
controls againat individual itberty and iniliative than

1 r the life and protection

ty.
A man can not grow and explnd along lhe unu
of true and worthy manhood unless he has liberty

Drew Pearson’s

of muughv. and action in harmony with the impulsions
of his

'mueubnxunnlhm:y tly worth living for
and that is high character building. This must be
accomplished chiefly by the individual ~Homes,
schools, churches, should point out the but thé
lone traveler must }ﬂumey on, with help,
through

and sun,
Petty conveniences, ease fl.Mnl pleasures, lux-
uries, that the Government can provide, have no
solidity, are transitory; but character lives

by
the Government, s less & man than if he had done
those things for himself.

A Government that does for the people wiat the
people can reasonably do for themselves is tyrannical

and vicious.
—JOSEPH SELBY.

Street Signs Needed
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tux Nrw:
EXPLORIND lht Morris Pleld housing an re-
c!m!! 1 dmcover:d that locating a particular res!
dent of that col Iy was much like finding lhl
proverblal needlt in a hay staci
e only lDDIl’!nl ldmllluum\ of these resi-
dential buld! combination of ly splashed
mathematical digita and alphabetical WIID
Con: uous also act that the entire maze
of streets of the Morris Fleld community is 'ﬂllwt
& single identifying marker or name.- This
ohly an annoyance to the stranger, but Mu a
u;noul hmdulp to doctors and am! ces in times
of eme
Carm:ﬂnn of this situation is long overdue, and
inasmuch as the City fathers and executive ad-
ministrators are about to take the political campaign
bits in their mouth and run a

", 1t tha ir hooks
this one with Telish, and wmch PR not nnly prove
-onh-rhue but also welcomed by Morris Fleld rest~

—A. W. BLACK.

More On The Trucks
CHARLOTTE
wwn Tux Nrws.
I Wlmuhhmldlﬂxndlob-d ‘why
not vul & special tax on trucks, since '.hq don't
)-vem-xbe;u-rormeopeuo of their routes,
except tag and gasoline tax.
The rallroads mllnuln thelr roadways, IM 13
mﬂu to me common that the trucks should,

—PRESSLEY N, JACKSON.

The People’s Platform is avafladle to any
reader who cares to mount ft. cmmunleanm
lhauld be less, thai
tﬂu e, and on only one e

ibel and obscenity will be dzleleﬂ—o
anything you Sa:h letter must
Editors, Trx Ny

ine program *J; hat th w organizat also
cine “just what the a list tion, pro-
doctor ordered?” Opinion varies.  tests in its magasine

exactly yet,” says the doc-  World” that 4,000 patients are ~too
tor, He i watc to see wheth- Many for any L,

r reward for his services. w"“',u',ua,, the. British ]
A majority of Englishmen seem to  Assoclatie believes it has over-
think it i the answer to thelr come biggest o -

in the old health insurance The Netional* Beeliiv- Act

u,,m’n,,,"',‘u““"" absorbed i0t0  nally was so worded that the state
regulation one day- could pa-

“Nothing has changed,” they v

1y, The sandards tonalize the medical profession’ as

e same elther way."

m‘azl‘:lm "l:m"m?n"“ "llnr,p. . would have meant

say m care is harder for them - mere num~

to get now. bez in o file, one of the regimented

utside of ax 1 stll pay o Hhalth =]
o an emergency, I s :
. 3 an the profession it was
e doctor. o hese, 8. “Then I pot the intention of the Labor
A emment’ m‘mm civil sere
are g needed medical  VADIS.' That didn't satlsty them,
and dental treatment now that the ~_Tne Medical profession demanded
micoiey bar bay dropped. liminates the chances of the state
e doctor won't dispute that. & oot of

service may be pald in one of two -

ways: by a capltation fee of $3.60 & On the whole, the “die-

year for each public patient, or by can be classified doctors  ad-
a1 ual payment of $1.200 in age who are well

anni
pl\u a upluuon fee at & rate about

-seventh lower than afford to scorn, “new-fangled
T addition, he-gets exirn foos, A clalist ideas”
baby delivery, . Eives  FEW HOLDO
him an extra $29.40. A country Still other holdouts are located.
for receives &b sutommobtle miloas in or fashionable city
Ite which recently was 50 the majority of peo=
per cent. ple prefer to have private treatment,
‘The BMA's “Medical Journal* w‘mﬁk’mlnﬂlﬁﬁm
fays  survey showed the sverage to permit them to turn_ s -cold
income of doctors has gone shoulder fo socialised medicine.
It also reported “widesp: “doing that, however, they
satisfaction in the pm!ullun -un have forfeited the right to
e conditions of service unds their practice on retirement.
national health ith act outlawed after July S—
oo doctor s permittad to take 4~  the 1t became effective—the
public patients plus any private  right of a doctor to sell his prac=
muenu he wishes. Or he may a successor.
continue to practiée privately. the heaith service came

Under either method of payment,
a doctor with 1000 public patients
rn-l n

recelves a come
epproximately $4.232 or with 4.000
plumu about $13.332 before tax
d expense deductions.
“Lancet,” an suthoritative Brit-
‘medical

1sh , contends “4.000  operation, but, the Health
patients implies of per- _try emphasifed every octor s
nal free to choose.

On the other hand, the British ~ One reliable source estimated
Medical that for the capital value
to lving todsy & of medical practices will cost the
doctor must have 4,000 patients be-  state about $274.000,000. This sum

ting expenses  still is to be paid doctors,

James Marlow

The $64 Questlon

'WASHINGTON

learn the detalls of the of &

Atlantic pact soon, maybe
Friday, from the State Dept.

The pact is & military sllisnce [ Shiacks sny of Yot
worked out by the United Btates Lo G0 "e tHrow our ai
and other nations which border on "0 ' DatUe ARG L
e naar tha' Nokth Atiautic, way? But what other way is worth

It has & double purpose: & dime if an ally Is attackad?

To make the allles so militarily _ And theres the question of arms?
strong that they not only can with- Do we stary pouring arms n to al-
stand an attack from Russia but lies a3 soon ag the pact is approved,
[ dmorics coe frm sarte o Uiy can be prapeckd for iy o

tack? :
B ommuntsts clati s redl pur- the allles are strongly

oo is to let ready lor an attack

“rne pact will not become a fact
at all unless the U. 8. Senate ap-
proves by a two-thirds vote. That

time,
may take months. Some friends of the pact argue
Detalls pact have been  this:

Xept pretty secret. When they are  Our jolning — which means Rus~
released this week, theyll open &  sia would know she'd have to face
floodgate for: us if she attacked our allles —
News on the pact, Jnterpreta-  would deter her from attacking.
tlons, halr - splitting on the mean- They consider that the central,
ing of words in the pact, Senate and most important, part of the

on the pact began last  All this is a long step from our
tween the U. . Can- old - neutrality which kept
ada, Britain, France, Belgium, Hol-  us out of World War I and II 30
land and Luxembourg. Norwsy snd
mark joined the conversations moving steadily
later. x:-nna Portugal and Italy in this direction since the end of
may come World War .
The pact s & treaty. Since the  We've joined the United Nations,
Senate must approve any treaties set up the Plan to help
t

in which we take part, that's the
reason the pact is not & pact unless,

and,untl, the Senate okays. der the Truman plan to stop Rus=

It's e ted to In this case, but  sia, and have occupation troops in
not before plenty al argument be-  Germany, Al ‘Trieste, Japan
cause all those signing the treaty and

Merry-Go-Round

TY-NINE former Senators and Congressmen
drawing retirement pay from the Government. Several
are independently wealthy; two have prison sentences hang-
ing over their heads. Many others fully ﬂﬂer" pennom for
their long sérvice to their country. How e greed of

{hose who dons deserve pensions 1s m:ely "o h\m those ,

who

Only eligibllity mqu]nmmt are th- the applicant must
be at least 62 years old and have six rs' service in Con-
gress. The amount he can draw Is Hl\ll?d at 2 per cent of
his average salary, multiplied by the number of years he
served. The average payment is $3238 annually, but runs
s high as $6,500.

Although the law went into effect only two years ago,
these retirement benefits are retroactive.

‘Two of the first to apply for the handout were form:
Congressmen Andrew May of Kentucky and James Curl
of ln-uhuuun. whose l!chy palms had already nt both

them tences. May was convicted of
mmtmdhnlu:uh-ne-umm ind

Thavors. malary. — sithetih me.barely
sion with only six years of congressional
Knutson Goes In Reverse

NOTHER who no sooner got vmd out of Congress than

e signed up for retirement pay is Minnesota's ex-Con-

utson. wm in the ngress,

m fousnt brusquely against soclal Beneits for others. and

helped bar about 700,000 traveling salesmen from Soclal

Becurity. 1}
‘This also true of Oolundo'l Robert Rockwell and
lllchlnlu Bartel Jo ickel-nursing veterans of

with his
Tmmm for a pen-

< B0t Congreas. Rockwell wa the darling of the POwer
by, And Semkman squeezed all he could get out of the
Go ent after the election by flying to South America
as & lame-duck t the taxpayers' expense.

Th now drawing pensions.
on the retirement st are former Senators Joe

Gutfey of Pennsylvania, Burton Wheel
Tunnell of Delaware, Jim Mead of New York, George Rad-
cliffe of Maryland, Peter Gerry of Rhode Island, a million-
alre. Henrik Shipstead of Minnesota and Raymond Willis of
Indiana. The first five voted for soclal security for others
50 are not Inconaistent today.

e of the ex-Congressmen, who also receive month=
Iy checks fro Government, ‘are: William Pittenger of
Minnesota, Clarenfe Lea of Californis, Dan McGehee ot
Mississippl. J. Roland K! Pennsyivania, Butler Hare
of South Carolina, Jlmu woumdm 2 Pennayirania, Frits
‘Texas, Hatton Sumners of Texas Terman Xop-
Fhemanm of Conmectitut, Malsolm Parver of Georgia,
Tnom ot Ohio, John Pelger of North Garolina. and Eaward
McCowen of Ohlo.
Also there are former Congressmen Louls Ludlow of
Indiana, George Gllle of Indians, and C. Jasper Bell of

ler. of Montana, Jlxml

Farm Telephones
America is shooting through the alr in m planes

amazin t. by the last count, the USA
had Ie'er rural vhonu l.n 1945 than In 1920,

this, President Truman had made his
mr‘“t‘n lov:‘p(ml for more plones for the farms in his State
of the

push from the White House, a few Senators and Cobgress-
l.zen are trying to work out & bill to increase telephone service

The blunt truth fs that those in most urgent need of
phornes can't get them. Most farmers still have to hnen up
horse or wheel out the truck to get a message to their
nelghbors. In case of llness or dI.M uuy are cut off
without _any npld
Back 1n 1020, 38 re link-
ed with telephones. 'nu aﬂmnwn hIL nnmn evula-
n't pay their bllls, and, by 1940, the percentage of rural tele~

Ex-Cong-ressmen Drdw Retirement Pay

phones dropped to This started picking up
during the war unul W reached 318 per cent in 1945, the
last nlnc fal count

ephone mmnlnkl now boast that a record 48 per
cent of Ametican'farms have elephone servics.  This. doss
not agree 's estimate, which is 423
Der cent for 1040, or fust a shade over what it was 30 years
ago. In ac , the ture Dept. estimates

muwmmeric.mxmumuwmnmm

t best, rural telephone service is poor, the equipment
entmuned Tn some places telephone lines do double duty.
For

most part,
Byh\lndndl nfmll powlymlhd.wmmu
and co-operatives.

NOTE—State by state, the percentage of
ulephmnnrﬂumlﬂhml.'lwmthwﬁl
9.3 per cent in Jowa.

What Keeps Prices Up
& significant price-

Ithuuxumuhutuhcwmwmm
Avpliance & Radio, Co. Brisnt Badger. of the
bas filed » 300000 lawmitt mumu that he vab

mma out ox lmuwu refusing to an Ulegal
price-fixing sche:

Badger c! Claims that Leland P, ot of the Plint Dis=
tribut ireataned to et off supplies to
unless Badger subscribed to price-!
back the sale of certain articles—in

?

E

Because
.mrymmumnu!nr plight,
m.-mlnnmmmwmmm-n-
Deckl e over a loudspeaker. Meanwhile, the FBI is in-
vestigating Badger's charges for & repors 1o the Trust
Division of the Justice Dept.



