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THE ‘RIGHT TO VOTE’

'Im argument \ucd most frequently by
the Drys in favor of a statewide liquor
referendum is tHat -the people are being
denled “a right(to vote.”

It would be a)convincing argument ex-
eept for. two things:

1. The people, already have a right to
wote under thy Jocal- optior . system—a.
mtmnmmwbem uin;wbmboer
and wine in many countles of the 7

i. It 15 not a principle which the DrYI

are espousing but an -expediency.

What we have i North C..mllnn today
sppears the best possible system for de-
eiding fiow to handle the alcohol problem
short of a national referendum—the local
option system. If there is legal and moral
basis for deciding the question on a state
Jevel, there is infinitely more for deciding
it on a local level.

‘Thie problem of alcohol — and the asso-
clated problems of crime which arise from
an effort to outlaw it by -Prohibition—are
essentially local problems, to be met by
Jocal methods In the way thought best by
the voters of the local area. That is what
‘we have In North Carolina today. Under

residents of others have nn(erred a Pro-
hibition law.
The Martin referendum bill supported by

ing on a local basis. It offers as one al-
ternative the approval of the local option
_principle—but 1t would not extend it to &
single county other than those now wet.
It offers as the other alternative, not the
rejection of a principle, but the actual
abolition of & system which is already op-

erating.

As such It is eminently unfalr and one-
sided, placing the ABC countles In the
position of having to outvote the rest of

MRS. JOHN M. SCOTT

JOHN M. BCOTT bore a distin-
guished married name, one that
stood high In_this community. Yet it was
more than a widow who dled yesterday;
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's statement largely ignores:

1. Despite safeguards against Federal
control and/or Interference written into,
the present measure, it will not be long
befare we have Federal control. Our, courts
are rapidly evolving the principle that
there can be no discrimination in the
spending of Federal moneys, or in any ac-
tivity involving the Federal Government.
It will be s0 held in the case of the schoals,
and.from that we will drift to other forms

Daily Star 2.

AN - INDEFENSIBLE TAX

80th Congress and was passed
the House but never reached the Sen-
floor.

‘m tax on wl&ed margarine is puni-

T

the state 1o "protect & system they have
already choserr for themselves by exercis-
ing thelr right to vote.

‘The Periny bill, which is an out-and-out
wet-dry referendum, commends ftself
much more on the basls of fairness, even

.though it, too, falls to evaluate properly

the desirability of local option.

The Raleigh Yews & Observer, which fa-

vors the referendum, infers that Drys may
or may not advance the principle of the
state referendum “depending on ‘the ex:
pediency thereof. Says the News & Ob-
server: .
Those who dény that volce (of the people)
& right to bt lum are denying what has
as\a fundamental right.
¥ight to be heard on

that right, the stronger the demand will be-
come . . .

The same thing happened, in reverse,

Kansas where the Drys dlmnr!fﬂ!ﬂdum
for years. When it was held, the Wets won
by an amazing majortti.

In North Carolina the Drys favor the
referendum because they think they can
win; In Kansas the Drys fought the ref-
erendum because they feared they would
lose it. This Indicates that the “right to
vote”, argument 'Is an expedient rather
than a democratic principle.

They are npt worrled about voting
rights; they simply want to pass a law

against liquor and the state referendum

seems the best way to get it done. (

Tx News belleves sincerely that the sys-
tem of Jocal optlon.we now have in North
Carolina is the best, and that once you
leave the local geographical unit you can-
not logically stop short of a national refer-
endum.

For what would it profit us If North Car-
olina should abolish the local option sys-
tem while South Carolina and Virginia
remain wet? Do the Drys really think it
woula be harder for a resident of Gaston
County to get his liquor in South Carolina
than in Mecklenburg County?

case of Miss Bleecker Scott its use had in
1t something ‘of veneration as well.

Born a Springs of Fort Mill in a family
where she was reared the only girl among
many brothers, she inherited vigor of mind
and person and convictions. During her
long years of married life in Charlotte she
came to be recognfzed as something of a
grand dame of the town's soclety, but prin-
cipally as & woman of character, kindliness
and an unfalling charm. With Mr. Scott's
death and the decline In her health, she
had withdrawn into restricted activitles
whera few saw her. And yet in her linger-
ing days many people were concerned and
saddeued by her illness. It was “Mliss
Bleecker” they asked about.

There may be others like her, but it
‘would be hard to find one %0 representa-
tive of the best of the time and place In
which she lived.

ot Manl supervision and standard-set-

?. The Federal Government has no
money of its own which doesn't come from
the individual states In one way or anoth-
er. Federal ald to education will merely
transfer & part of the tax load from the
ztates to the U. B, Government, but the
taxpayers won't save anything, for they
have to keep up both governments, On the
cdntrary, they will lose, for experience has
proyed that waste and Inefficlency multl-
ply as any government profect becomes

T.

3. If there were no other reasons to ob-
Ject, the simple, hard truth that the Fed-
eral Government cannot afford to take on
Aany new financial obligations would be
adequate justification for opposing Federal
ald to education. The colossal cost of pay-
ing for past wars and preparing for a new
one, the financing of a quarter-trillion
dollar national debt, the reconstruction of
the world and the cold war against Russla,
plus the huge outlays for various New Deal
and Falr Deal profects, have required a
Federal tax structure which is already nur
& confiscatory level. The
posed in the education measure might not.
by itself, topple us into bankruptcy, but it's
just a beginning, and the amount will
grow.

Admittedly North Carolina has not given
its children .as good ‘an educational op-
portunity as some other states. But we are
rapidly closing the gap, and it is absurd for
& state with money In the bank and all its
debts pald to hold out its hand to Wash-
ington for help In doing a job which it
can afford to do with its own resources.

tive and indefensible. It ought to be abol-
ished and we think it will be.

A close observer puts it this way: “Liquor
Kills a lot of people. Staying out late kills a
lot of people Smoking kills a lot of people.
What kills all those people what live
rl'hu" — Pittsburgh (Tezas) Gazette.

You do not lose a real friend by dulng
someone else & faver; you §
take (renﬂ. — Kingsport (Tenn.) z'lmu.

\ '

* Drew Pearson’s

People’s Platform

Federal Aid To Eémucatlon

power,
school increase, this

DjvIDSON
Editors, Twe News:
(OY'E finds in the broadcast by Dr. George\8. Ben-

ton, pro lent of Harding Colls
(ABC Network, Dec 26, 1
argumen! it Federal ald uc:
dangers ton troe democracy in the U. 8. in the
tion of t! proposed education bill are as real as this
speaer. gy r even a fraction as

sed that "\l\ ndvocates of Federal

50 numerous and so loudly clamorous in mp-
Wl‘t of the plan, the objections as set fol
Benton being paient and the plan s (raught. with
‘manifest hurt and with further ills to cor

For us in North Carolina, the (ll’! lhll the Presi- .
dent of our Biate Universiy, am, along wita  That Inspection Law . ... b
80 many prominen! a_supporter LINCOLNTON

of and mvoule for mcm ald lo e public lchmh
estion in .our mind:

and the unwisdom of passage by Congress have =
real basis.

Such s Dr. Graham's high standing in North
Carolina, not to ighout the entire Union, his ¢
high standing first, as & tian gentleman

lorms and of economic and public affairs, all this
makes most of us in North Carolina slow to belleve
that his advocacy of this Federal ald can be due Jo
anything but his firm conviction nul. the plan 15
wise one and that the policy as out
advance education in lhe public schools in

& most pnmouxv.-cdly beneficial wa;

Here are some of the -emny ob]ecnnm to Federal
nldnuuonhbym Benso:

the
Pederat
would become stronger and stronger.

Marquis Childs ~

ASHINGTON
URING World wnr I intelli-
gence réporta out of enemy

Germany were often amazingly ac-
curate. At times the most secret
~plans of Hitler and the Nazi high
command were transmitted to Lon-

{ reason was the extra-

formation. ‘As a British_cabinet
member expreased It to e in &
London during the

“Why " shouldn't our intelligence
out of Germany be good? Some of
our agents are the third generation
of the same family working for us.*

That 1s to say that German
grandfather, father and son were
each in turn British agents. That
is the achlevement of a professional
intelligence system which. when all
nonsense {3 stripped
l“’. is & dirfy, mean, secret bllll-
Dess that most governments reg:

asary at the present Jevel. B
human development.

In releasing the hitherto secret
Tukyo spy report the Dept. of the
Army scemed to me to show a basic
confusion. Sples are not caught by
whipping up public fear and sus-
piclon. Countef-esplonage, the bus-
iness of blocking and defeating
#ples planted by an enemy or a po-
tentiat enemy, 15 2lso & Righiy Pro-
fessional job in which amateurs are

likely to do more harm
The authors of the Tokyo spy re-
poi for th

clusions stited hneﬂy -na Unemo-

ionally.

The Teport from Tokyo made
public by the Dept. of the Army is
ased on second-hand and unveri-

1led sources, chiefly the statements
of convicted German and Japanese
sples prior to their execution, It is
Sritten in a flarid style with highly
editorialized ~comments about of-
ficial United States policy.
m ican Army otticers who
jether lhe Tokyo document
npp.muy felt it was their

As Federal ald and
tendency

In fact, it 15

Lessdn To Learn

lﬂ'hthh
-m: ita
" waming,

sion to arouse the

tion.
ﬂn‘l‘l‘;k-

‘Washington
y do great
Injustices without 2o buting to

the national security tn\any prac-
al or direct way,
Canadian report made

-nundumly clear, Soviet Rusiia has

start in the spy business.
wnhln the Communist parties in

country are fanatical indi-
Viduals who have. transterred their
loyalties to Soviet and
who engage in esplonags not for

essiona g, which
should not be entered into by those
unable to distingu! tween
loyal acts and thoughts which may
be outside the u:mmd and con-
ventional pattern. As we are fond

wor
8at°gnd freedom of ex-
pression are two qualities that dis-
Uﬂ‘ulﬂh ours from a loun..lmn

Y luclmunl nnd ulue xnm
k, “The Pourth
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lmlaml emﬂnu. m: a
merican officlals would
'l.ll to learn.

8

one more by
2 gﬂnn Immmr(nllon

We shall take this most crucial atep ($300,000,000 In
Federal ald for educaizon) toward the soclalization of

rth by Dr. America.

Editors, Tne Nrws:

necessarily a s as

‘whether the ueelmd uu to be leen in Pederal -m Iindhy'";e papers you are still worrying al
onderfu

been down to the {nspection lane and sat for hours

and hours and not get through and then go back

Dext day and do it all over again?

supposed
truth—and why did our men in high places who are

ould see ual Ped
. to be followed within
natlonalization of industrial
utilities and sgriculture,

e real fssie before ns todav 1s whether or not

Stewart Alsop § ,

,An End To Nonsense

WASHINGTON  Western Germany and trade eig-
=~DR. C: R. HARDING. ] now seems provable that at Areties 'at the stations. Tt 1y enoagh
long last something will be done 0 make yan tear your halr, Is 1:

to correct an Insane situation, One
to suggest jus

The situation s ‘been 1a to quou
from a mur recently received from

bout our  OnE Ores

inspection law. Brother, have you

that are causing most
Just look at the pictures of wrecks  on

At least nine times out of ten

Newspapers are
to print the truth and nothing but the

and then start cracking down on the poor fellows that  fit o
bought them. And while we are about it, why not get

—JAM:E r. tunlv.

Who was. chief enginéér In Soviet
headquariers in- Berlin untl he
escaped into
Germany early In 1947,

limov's letter is one of

ell, T have. and T don't like it & little bit, and m?'ﬁ;’fm

it's not lha old dilapidated cars

te, an administrator of long and wide expe- Of the
ot ot e in your newspapers and sce/what kind of cars Are
fnvolved In wrecks
you will find it's the new fast Perkel 8 and 50 forth.  [eevdom,
Come on now, let's be honest.

to what they wrongly supposed was

Engineer Klimov is apparently &  Srates
man with a Slavic sense of drama.
*1 came,”

was mistaken.

Russian All nmn« think uua.glvu
the American zone of tell the same story are only

oodhn mo

f an unbelievable situs-
ih response to re, in this ; 5

Urousands "o Soviet " eltsehs bt O
‘who have risked thélr lives to escape excaped to the Wi intellectuals,

writes, as translated

al information and special skills.
to be filled with wisdom let the dealers  gh CRTie N6 FEAR A5 MATRATC o
108 our state with used cars If they are so dangerous anti-Communist convictions. My o iead: tasse people live

private organizations
ternational Rescue and Rellef Com-

casits mﬂ the opponents agres  8ame of these big frelght trucks and busses off the g " Evi- o
PR mmnz T calling for $300,500000. wouid the other day coming down hill warm e imc”ommm is to find
g by “In’ Ty Gpinion it would Vine ddle of the white hne. Just 1 a-roll- of his - apm .
Cretae. untl the Featral Oover;menz would L 3 1s gy, ‘-‘l‘”m d:";“ 1d Dave Sone  ideological convictans B ales e Tled e with & horossh Kasel:
ing the major part of uu within & decade -uzr e mt: o] "Phn bt poasib *" cause he could obviously be of Drac- edge both ‘of the Soviet and
the start had been made. Of course, tical use to the Americans.. He e Russian la: the money
) red

the Tatser of Pederat control w8 barione. would
have been fully sccepted and the consequences
tgnored.”

3. Should Lhu principle of Federal aid to publie
schools become the rule, we may be assured the prin-
€iple would shortly be extended to the Junlor college
Jevel, In fact, that is already being dscussed, With
th in operation up to the' junfor college

pect that It would be gradually exe
to the senior level, and private schools and
colleges would tend to be squeezed out of existence
through one of two procedures or a combination of
boﬂL

. Goverhment policles of cheap money and
low u:mm rates hne destroyed the effectiveness of
thelg endowments. High income taxes and high in-

ce taxes have also greatly k the sources
which gifta for private schools may come. With
. lized public school system, th
e much more serious.
second place, there s llrudy wme

e\m to nmm lhe day when such h Teglslation would be
opted, n to the axtent that private schools
would bé vmm)ly eliminat

Consequent
maintain a locally supported and -ocally controlled
public school system or one that would virtually elimi-
nate local control and tend to eliminate private and
church-related achools and colleges.

The consequences are not difficult to foresee.
It we even en modbatly subsidize the adm intstration of
puslic schools al the nation, there wil

o Tngtrictors o tench the views

Merry-Go-Round
. WASHINGTON

WHAT appears to be a harmless medicant for clogged-up
nmq has started a new dope craze that is creeping
aaross country, The dope is found in ordinary benze-
e Inhalersavllabi Tor b few cents at most drog Mo,
Not only are inmates uxmz dope lrom inhalers smuggled

into the prisons, acco rvey, but the prac-
tice s spfeading an the auuldr. particularly among young

e. st brought to light by Alsbama's Congress.
Free Geores Gy who. el the shocking use of

nn
e inhalers at Kilby Prison, Mﬂn itgomery,

In mu of rigid regulations to keep benudrinv |nhnlerl

out of the prison, Congressman Grant interviewed prisoners

‘whose skin had turned yellow from using the drug, and who

A Correction

Editors, Tur Nrws:

LEASE vermu me to correct a statement in re-

gard to local history which appeared fn The
of Jan. 18 in regard to the Hezekiah Alexander Rock
House which our five chapters of Daugh
American Revolution are’ planning to restore.

The statement was that “Waightstill Avery wrote
lh' Mecllenlmrt Declm
ander Roek H

r;lcnll:d by the Meckienburg convention fo dratt the
tion
Dr. Ephralm Brevard. Rev. Hezekiah J. Balch and  the
would wuu.m Kennon, attorney.

rrcuon "Be made,

Likes Editorials

Editors. Tne New:

tly, the real l""t 15 whether we shail  READ sour editorial “Toplcs of the Times® in
yesterday's News (Feb,

1t would be great If every taxpayer in America except

Would alsoslike to commend you for the one in
today's News (Feb. 17)

Hope that our Hon. Ham
Keep up the good work.

Klimov

CHARLZETE
News

ters of the the

tion in the Hezekiah Alex-
tncorrect. The committee Mp-

was composed of the following persons:

umber of persons have asked that this cor-
—JULIA M. ALEXANDER. abroad,

ably the astite omeen of the Coun-
ter-Intelligence Corps assu
Soviet spy would immediately an-  such source as Carnegle In-
nounce that he had been grad

CHARLOTTE

) with much Intereat,
h blood pressure could re

“Our Ham in Wonderland.”
sees this,

—CLAUDE A. MURPHY.

Warden.H. P. Balknew. Georgla State Prison—Benzedri
has caused us more trnuhh "llhln mu prison than any other
form of contraband. We have had several lose thelr minds
completely by the use of this um,

Superintendent L. F. Chapman, Florida State Prison—
Inrecent years the use by prisoners of these inhalers has
been a major curse. The ease with which they can be pur-
chased in any drugstore makes the effort to keep the
inhalers out of prison most difficult,

o. mith, State Peniten-
tlary—We, like every nlh penal (nmmunn in the country,
are having a difficult time controlling traffic in this harmful

and habit-forming drug. Tt is definitely established here
that the use of benzedrine contributes to
of

the development of

stream with a ermic needle, the ssman sald.
‘When ‘thé prisoners couldn’ or steal a hypodermic
le from the dispensary, they sometimes stuffed bils of

e paper into razor slashes on their arms.

Practice; Spreading 2
ngressman Grant showed

drug as a stimulant

writes, “I had the op- tape

formation from Marshal Sokolov-
sky's headquarters.”
*“not the slightest attembt was made
utilize” his information.
Inktesd, he was questioned only
American Counter-Intelli-
ol

s .
made the initial mistal Russian
ting that he “had finished the staffed by the most d

penonnd (nr uu sovln Embassies

X
chan- mey will gather -the
trategte and. political. ummm
Which the thousanda. of 5
But, he writes, Te possess.
It -fs downright .inexcusable, of
course, that this has not been

of admit-

Academy of the General Staff of #d from ti U . A
Red ." This admission list of these men,

lpplnm.ly finished him, because, a5 & SBoviet, lmdemlc ‘Who's WBD. L
e writes, “this academy prepared now being:dra

Much nlnllnl Ia be done. A di-
Presum-  rector of the institute, someone of
caliber of

assumed that

Benzedrine Inhaler Dope Craze Spreads

of his background, the CIO grilling * not to flood the country sples.
has been Klimor's only contact with  But_considerable al-
the Americans ady been made. And if all the
an American: with such qual- hurdles are cleared, a
Wications came over 10 the Soviets”  have been found to study
Klimov writes, * would con-  viet Unlon through the eyes of those
sider him wortly his welght In gold.  who know It best, tn all its aspects
people are beaten  —economic, political, even psycholo-
own Lk tramps in the siums of  glon)
them in hot water and coffee has become very t by
alcoholics and others seeking to effect & cheap 1t

rapldly spreading among other people. Sincere druggists rec
We’:lc this evil and some of them will not stock this
medicant.

Small, Eusy\To Carry
SE Inhalers are small and easy {o carry
'I‘I:ha. and 1t is not too difficult for them

w-mmumﬂ.mmmmw

Mot ¢ ! the benudrl"-‘:‘k. is bmu(h hheu.. Thwnhnnd&"_
of ine w! h it
by guards and turned over -n.ld to them.

further that
many persons ih the entertalnment world, who are required
to be awake and vivaclous during all hours of the night,
have become addicted to the use of benzedrin

Warden W. E. Snyder. Sing Sing rm-n—Rmhuon- pro-
hible benzedrine inhalers but recently some inmates pro-
cured some through improper channels.

Dr. B. L. Steward. Arizona State Prison—I feel that if
benzedrine inhalers were put on the pm:npuon lhz 98 per
unv, of our trouble with inmates would

en E. T. Senson, M-r; nd sl-u Pellhm.hry—
Whua the use of benzedrine inhalers has been prevalent for &
number of years it appears, since the war, their use through
ingestion by chewing the contanis of the inhalery'pr

—rave had considerabte trouble tn-the Past with ‘benzedrine
inhalers being smuggled into this institution by officers on
our staff.” Certain officers were found to be peddling inhalers
to various inmates.

Warden W. E. Miller, Wyoming Sta tiary—We
had ‘considerable. trouble ‘with guatds m u“ ‘benzedrine
into the cell house before the guilty ones ‘ere appre

then, we have had some trouble with

dismissed. Since
relatives and friends unan; it in, buried tn pe ptlnul butter or
some other foods. ‘e have even had one conviction of &
relative sending nln:oﬂu inside the walls.

E

inhalen except on & doctors prescription. |

ke the Ins’
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