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TRAGEDY IN GUILFORD

W‘H‘Y. & number of people are asking
themselves today, would three small
boys stone a drunken man, lock him in &
metal bin filled with excelsior and then
burn him to death?

Your guess is as good as the next. But
that is the story that came from Greens-
boro yesterday.

It is to be feared that many of those
eonsidering the case will pass it by with &
shrug because the principals were Negroes
~—the three boys and the victim.

Many people do this in all sorts of vio-
lence Involving Negroes—in the innumer-
able Saturday night “culting scrapes”,
the more serious cafe shootings, the axe
attacks by outraged spouses.

This in itself. brings on more such vio-
lence—the realization among Negroes that
their crimes are not considered “serious”.

But there is more in the Greens!
story than Negro violence. There was im-
plicit in the action of these three children
& lack of respect for human life and
dignity; there was an urge to do harm to &
fellow man; there was a reflection of the

WE CAN WAIT A WHIL

mm introduced in the N. C.
to make

pretty widely accepted idea that people are
killed every day In wars lnﬂ what dif-
ference does one more

We certainly wouldn't lunut that these
three children—two of them ten years old,
one of them twelve—actually thought any
of those things. On the contrary, there
1s every indication that they didn’t think
at all, that they just acted without regard
for any consequences.

It 1s e , in these things, to blame
“soclety”, and In a way it is often true.
If these children are llke most Negro
children in the South, they have not had
the opportunity to become acquainted with
the rules of modern, civilized living, and
to learn to practice them, consclously or
unconsciously.

Even 3o, there is a terrible responsibility
in this case on the parents who should
have taught the children that even In a
simple, uncomplicated soclety, & rock
thrown in the face will do hurt, a match
struek to excelsior will cause a fire, and &
locked door will prevent the victim of
such & fire from escaping.

At this very moment the United States
is involved in a lengthy, cau-

unlnmnl xor any person to be & member cf
the Communist Party—or any party which
‘would overthrow national, State, or local

tious trial of admitted C Party

People’s Platform

leaders to find out whether or not the
umlt.h Act of 1940, passed by the Congress,
That act also makes it &

by fe App inadvis-
able, however well-intentioned.
In the first place, it wouldn't do any

It would merely require candidates for
office and all public employees to take an
oath stating they are not members of such
& party. Such an oath is meaningless to
Communist If, by taking it, he could better
work for The Cause, he would not hesitate.
‘The recent expose of the Soviet spy ring in
Japan, with the two maln characters pos-
ing as a Nazi diplomatic aide and & Jap-
anese newspaper man respectively, is proof
of tha

In the Second place, it & of dublous con-
stitutionall

GIFT WITH A STRING

these days when it is the custom of
30 many public officials to bow down
before the false idol of Federal ald to edu-
cation — fhcluding our own Senatorys
Broughton and Hoey and Congressman
Jones — it is reassuring to find four good
Mecklenburg  Legislators scorning _such
worship.

Last week Representatives Craven, &-vln.
Lassiter and Morris of Mecklenburg voted
against a resolution asking the North Car-
olina delegation in Congress to support a
program of Federal ald to education with-
out Federal control. They lost—by a vote of
83 to 44—but the big negative vote was
comforting proof that we still have State
officials who are not genuflecting toward
‘Washington for help in doing & job which
‘we can do better at home.

Even Governor Scott, who is about as
rugged an individual as you will find these
days, has compromised his own stand on
& $2,400 minimum salary for school teach-
ers. He has agreed with teachers and edu-
E‘ﬂﬂn‘] Jeaders that “it would be best not
to jeopardize future Federal ald by moving

STATE OLEO RESTRICTIONS

'I'n! present General Assembly could
well afford to follow the example set
by Tennessee this year and remove the
remalning State restrictions on the use
- and sale-of oleomargarine, especially since
cottonseed peanuts, and soybeans, all pro-
duced in this state, are used In the mar-
garine process in such large quantities.
Tennesses wiped out its 10-cents a pound
tax on colored margarine, repealed taxes
on manufacturers, wholesalers and retall-
ers, permitted use of the product in res-
taurants provided.a sign stating the fact
s displayed, and allowed its use in state
institutions which formerly were prohibit-
ed from serving it.
ANl mn all, some 30 states have repealed
or \modified thelr anti-margarine Ia

From The Shelby Daily Star

:rlme to belong to a party which advocates
overthrowigg the Government by force.

Although two previous trials have been
held under Its provisions, the Supreme
Court of the United States has not yet
ruled on its constitutionality. Until it does
30, there can be no sure legal basis for &
simllar statute adopted by a State.

As a nation we are in the midst of a tor-
tuous process of trying to decide whether
our traditional constitutional liberties
properly belong to those who would abuse
them. Until the matter is settled on a na-
tional level, North Carolina, which has no
Communist threat, can afford to wait.

too fast toward attalnment of this goal

And, therefore, he suggested “an interim

salary schedule which could be increased

H’ Federal ald becomes avallable at a later
date.”

Just what the Governor means by that
1< not quite clear. It he means that North
Carolina, by digging deep to pay for &
decent educational program, might be
passed over in Federal ald in favor of those
states which are not willing to do so, then
it would indeed be a sorry sort of aid pro-
gram which would give the biggest hand-
outs to the most shiftless.

Let’s not be naive about it. No matter
how smoothly written the present proposal
may be, Federal support for our school
aystem will inevitably result in some de-
gree of Federal control and Interference
in some future year. That has been true
wherever and whenever Federal funds are
handed out, and it will be true in this case.

We are not so strapped in Raleigh that
we can't afford to glve our children a
decent education and, in so doing, «keep
control at home where it belongs.

among them North Carolina which repeal-
ed the license fee on manufacturers and
reduced the license fee on wholesalers
from $100 to $7 in 1930. Again, in 1945,
North Carolina repealed all anti-margarine
laws prohibiting the manufacture and sale
of yeliow margarine.

But we stlll forbld the serving of colored
margarine In public eating places, and re-
quire wholgsalers to pay a license fee/ of
475 a year, no matter whether the oleo
they handle is colored or white.

The only possible restrictions which ean
logically be argued for are the require-
ments that public eating establishents dis-
play a sign saying that the yellow apread
they serve is oleo, not butté?, and that
packaged oleo be plainly identified as such,

“TRAGEDY BROUGHT HOME

TRAGEDY which has just occurred at
the South Carolina State Penitentiary
brings a North Carolina problem very close
home to us A mentally incompetent Negro
prisoner beat his head against the bars of
his cell and then died of what was sald to

be 2 heart eondition at the South Cl-munlf

tanstitution.
We won't even stop fo inquire why the
Carolina authorities had this men-
“urbalineed man confined in a cell
in which he could injure himself in our
haste to put/a query to our own authori-
ties.

As has been pointed out by Clevejand's
elerk of court. it is becoming necessaty to
confine insane persons In the local fail for
longer and longer periods of time as it be-
comes increasingly difficult to get lhem
admitted to State institutions.

As-everybody knows, our jall here is not
equipped to take ‘care of mental patlents,
&1 30 many jails in North Carolina are not
30 equipped. The jallers do the best they

can with what they have but they ‘couldn’t
be expected to keep a 24-hour vigil on
these mentally unbalanced people. Yet
zomething ought to be done for them.

If the proposition of getting mental pa-
tlents to State institutions/is to continue &

long and drawn out process with it being

necessary to confine them for long periods
of time In the local jall, then some provi-
ston should be made for thelr comfort and
protection.

One padded cell or more may be the an-
swer. But certainly we do not want re-
peated in our fall, In any jall in North
Carolina, the gruesome Incldent which
marred the record of the South Carolina
penitentiary. Tragedies™are best averted in
advance.

You can tell a city girl from a counjry
girl when it's windy. A city gitl will grab
her hat — the eountry girl will grab her
skirt, — Jacksonville (Fla.) Jaz Alr News.

National Foundatlon Lauded

Editors., Trr New

ERE scems to have been some misunderstanding

among the people of Mecklenburg County re-
garding the March of Dimes and the help it renders
to victims of polio and their families. May we.
as parents and victims of the dreaded polio, teli
them through your newspaper just what the March
of Dimes means (o each and everyone in the United
States'

When this dreaded disease lald its hand on our
loved ones. the National Foundation, through the
Mecklenburg Chapter of which Mr. Frank Phillips s
chairman, Immediately took charge and the very

of care was given them by doctors, nurses and
physlo-therapists who were all well trained by the
National Foundation in the care of pallo patients
Because of this expert care, many are now able to
walk and live normal lives.

The National Foundation. or anyone associated
with it. has never asked us to reimburse them for
any part of the hundreds and thousands of dollars
foent on our laved aaVe id mot have to ask
the Foundation ey were ready and
wiline when we necded (hem. Each of us gave to
the Foundatlon because we are % thankful for- the
care our Joved ones received. and are still recefving.
and want o be assured that the Natlonal Poundation
:):n ,mnunuz to help those who will need them in

e

3 eans of showing our gratitude to
the pmple of Mxkknbun County. who, mzmulmn.
have mxde“;{u successful campaten

WAL’

Main Highway Problem

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tyx Ni
I BU‘BM‘I‘T Ilu !gllowinl for use in your Peoples

'n: u for the attention of car owners—just
plain Ford, Chevrolet. Pontiac and other car owners,
If you mre interested I the 6 or 7 cent gasoline tax
you pa.

In per advertisement. the truck-
ng interests made. these statements: “Trucks pay
over half the taxes Dlld lor bullding and mainten-
ance of the highways" “Trucks are safe on the
highway. Drivers of npnuble companies e :nun-

cous. They do not exceed the speed I
do not drive while drunk, They observe lhz mn o
hway, of safety and common courtesy.”

If these statements were entirely correct
pletufs would be quite different from what it rnny

8o they claim they pay more m-nsopermuo!
the cost and a:mp of highways. If their

01

‘ou pald it all. These highways were not bullt for
extremely heavy traffic. Then the trucks began
use the high for ms a transporta-

The
ds began to break up and they ars still breaking

Drew Pearson’s

up. Do you see those black patches and broken lines
In the roads? Thats it. And remember that while
sections of roads have been taken up and hea n-
crete put down to a
you have pald the most of that cost too and they
fre fontinuing to overload the trucks in excess of the

1 limit and the trucking company officals are
not ignorant of the overloading.

They claim they obéy the speed limits.
believe that.
and try to pass them. Many of them also ignore the
most important rule arid law of safety. They et
other vehicl 0 bl

I you

These trucks are not only violating the law as
to overloading with impunity but they will push for
legislation In State Legislatures (the p
Raleigh) to ratse the load weight fimit 1o break up
more roads for you to pay most of the cost of butld-

u you will Interest vourself enough to try to cor-
Tect these abuses. enough can be saved on cost of
maintenance to go far mum Puying for the country

road program advocated by the Governor without the
necessity of so heavy a mna tssue

The trucking industry 1s expanding 30 nnmly
it is obvious they should construct their ow
wavs. 1t as they claim, they are already Dt)lnl
over half of the highway cost It seems 1t would be
to their interest to pay the entire cost and rid them-
selves of the iother of private owned cars. For. at
the present rale. it won't be long before the man
driving A car will be entirely out of place on the
highwa:

—R. C. BOLEN.

‘Taters Or Pertaters?

ABHEVILLE
EAditors, Tne News:
'I“ WWAN! dish of spuds In Tux Nrws

(Feb. ‘Was more or less amusing but not leas
ng In ll’\y de(lnllt direction nor rrnch!nq any fixed

point. Some Wnlt call them “taters.” some “tatoes™
and “pertaters

Martha Monroe came in from the field and sald
to her mother, “I'm tired as a dawg I've been kiverin
taters all morning.” Her mother replied. “You should
not say 'Kl'lﬂn taters’. you should say, ‘Kivering
pertaters.’

Some folks claim that the best vitamina of &
potato are In the skin. If so, why not develop a
potato that is all skin?

Much of the 100.000.000-bushel surplus that Tom
points out would have been used In this country had
the price been norm l 75 cents a bushel Instead of
$300 or more.  Man: ople went without potatoes
or used very few on Itm\u\l of the

farmers Dl one over on the wiisacTs Bt

lnced a
price under pouwu equal to that under wheat, the
farmers, knowing they could raise about five bushels
of potatoes where they could raise one bushel of
wheat, turned their acres and time to potatoes and
were not interested ax to the amuont they produced
mment would take the surplus
This made all farm produce scar
and high because the farmers neglected nther thing
to grow potatoes that were a dead sure big profit

“Let’s be fovial, fill our glasses. Madness tis for
us to think
How the world i« ruled by asses, and the wise

are swayed by chink.”
—JOSEPH SELBY.

DeWitt MacKenzie

Ostrich No More

WASHINGTON
RUSSIAN  writer David
Zaslavsky says in the Mascow

Literary Gazette that it's Impos-
sible to be genuinely educated with-
out knowledge of the Russian

Zaslavsky claims that the “coun-
tries of new democracy” (meaning
Moscow's satellites) are learning

at even Soviet
udying it. He adds
that ““The Volce of America® (the
s nrmul broadcast) lies in

llll alrald we can’t take it
nted that there 15 a wide-
spread thirst for Rusan tn Amer-
fca merely because “The Voice of
America” employs it in some broad-
casta, However, it certainly is (o be
hoped Rusaian in't belng neglecied

untry.
After all, we ahould be more than
stupid if we didn’t acquaint our-
selves so far as possible with the
nation wmm has declared that our
form of government and our way
:r life and our religion must be

Should & hol war grow out of the
present cold war heaven
forbld) we should look mighty sick
if we didn't have plenty of citizens
who knew Russtan—and a lot of

other things pertaining to the land
of Bolshevis
DISAPPEA RING TENDEN Y,

Communism “have tried. to
Avold discussing the facts about
Communism, thus (1) to

avold friction with Mussia and (2)
to prevent the spread of this tsm
among our people.

s tendency has been respon-
aible for the heated argument over
whether Communism and the af
fairs of the Soviet Unlon ahould be
discussed in Lhe I'Dom‘ of our

universities and high achools. Many
tnstitutions hnve continued la put
the chll before their students and
growing feeling that this
s l;::llml 10 play ostrich with the

Joseph Alsop

There 18 recognition that the

only way to combat s st el
s to learn all there 1 to kn
about 1t

Of course In permitting Cofi-

munism to be atres

reas  Washington has
condemned It ax subversive and as
Almed i the overthrow of our
Government by force.

Stll. my observation has been
that Red sympathizers always will
find ways af getting their propa-
ganda across in class room,
even where

discussion of Com-

own Government and on oyr own
press for our information,
Washington Is steadily and tn-
z{-}r‘fuml’l) Vg the tnside facts to
ierican correspondenta who are
\nrkll.: behind the Iron Curtain
are dolng a grand Job of ob-
Jective " reporting Naturally
are up against a tough censorship,
but dally they are adding to our
knowledge of how Bolshevism works,
and our information about the
lives who are under Red Moscow's

e 1t looks “from bev. »
realistic vducnlon lbou
munism 4 our teat” desensa
igainst the unaauma evils of that
fsm. learn -to

Russian
it you want to. xx:latduhw'
the language we shall be prepared
0" cooperate with Russ ay day,
when Bolshevism is as dead as old/
Marley..

fuppose theyll call %

1 “one
world™ then.

Pax Anglo-Americana

LONDON
(ONE_of Emest Bevin's favorite
complaints s that Brﬂlln‘l
post-war economic ss has
prevented him from doing »a proper
ob” as Poreign Minister. Behind
his ruminative grumbling lles an
important fact. For the past three
vears, while atiempting o play her
habitual great power,
Britain has really iacked the means
to sustain that position. It has been
old and very human story of
fallen fortuaes concealed behind a
bold front.
The bold front has failed. how-
ever, to deceive the planners and
policy makers In the Kremlin and
other Britain's  inner
been a central ele-
ment In all calculations of the
world balance of power. Many
prophets have forecast that this .
weakness could naver be overcome.
us the superb Bﬂlhh recovery
of the lIast vear. with its promise
that with any luck uu- British peo-
plc will be standing entirely on
thelr own feet,by 1952, Is a major
development of wnrld politics

they have been golng, in fact, the
prophets are going to have to eat
their prophecies, and the calcula-
tions of the worla power balance
ng to have to be made all
over again. This process ol calcula-
tion is already going on here. The
tentative results. snould deeply in-
terest Americans.

In brief. the nighly practical
British know that even with the

greatest’ dexterity, ingenulty  and
nial, they cannot hope to
regain the dominance they onde en-

yed by sheer weight of wealth
and strength. New glant powers
have emerged, in America and Rus-
ala, which would make such an at-
tempt foolhardy. The British solu-
tion, therefore. Is to replace the
o itanni the

Again, in the course of the sordid,
talian colonies dispute, the British )

have repeatedly pressed the pro-
posal that the United States ac-
~ept ‘trusteeship of
The desire was that
base should be built in 'mnommn.
hard by the projected British bass
in Cyrenaica. thus further strength-
enlng the partnership’s position in
the Mediterranean. The  project

Arabs and Italians,
The acceptance of the need {nr\
an American

rican (nfluence in the
Mediterrancan region where Brit=
ain once sought to reign alome. to-
gether tell their own story. The
story 1a andotated further by cer~
tain recent doings of the American
and British military One
such was co-operative “Pan-
dora™ operation designed by the
United States Alr Force and the
Royal Air Force 1o test the effec-
tiveness of long range trategic
bombardment. Another has been
the constant scurrying of the
American and British planners be-

‘The
Chiefs of Btaff ha
on a new Iffe.

All of these are straws in the
wind of prime significance. 'nuu
meaning Is underlined by another

fact of interest. Where tha
Atlantic Pact alone Is unukely :o
restore a full sense of

Europe proper, this form:

fears for thelr own future which
even the rather stolid Bmuh have
e devel-

“Pax
century with a “Pax Anglo-Ameri-
can” In the twenticth. The part-
nership of the two natlons is to do
the job that Britain once did alone.

The position accorded to  the
United States in this partnership
can be grasped from two simple
facts, Behind the French accept-
ance of Pield Marshal Montgomery
as Western Union Chief of Staff
lay and sull lies a secret
sanding with tne British  Both
parties spontaneously agreed that
In the event of the outbreak of
war in Europe. the United States
would be Invited to name an Amer-
lean officer to sunplant Montgom-
ery In the supreme command.

state to see

The wl
opment ths : 4 thus wmhnaonﬂ
Wil if not halted by misfortune,
atrongly tend to saape the politieal
future of the next decades.

q nglo-
American partnership rests on the
best of all foundations — almost
complete community of interest.
But-for the sake of efficiency, and

ers of both nations to
re articulate about this

great
though rather formless process that
is now golng forward.

GOP Makes Hay, On State Dept. Stand

the baxcar and the gifts, ¥

Merry-Go-Round

STATI DEPT. officials have zcmln.ly put themselves on the
in the Senate. They ha
s-n.um pick up the Btate D-pt.i
and demand that it be c
“This c mb-wmﬁmlmln-mmnnuw
new Truman Administration.

a
:

lead in op) Dut AT agal
Indnnﬂlln statement of Dr. Philip Jessup, .
e UN, was one of most mnurml ever d-llnnﬂ
It set an example to the world. Behind his forthright de-
nunclition of Dutch Xt tha!

brasen
ing Doses At UN peace efforis as the Jap warlords
in Manchuris did at the League.
But after the Btate Dept. took this fine public stand,
orale Senatoe i 1 esomtih mppari
it and going ome step further. They wanted to cut off
Marshall Plan aid to Holland, which actually has financed
Ammy tn Indonesia. The BOA mcney received
, they sald yas merely siphoned out to the
of Dutch aggreasion.

n the State Dept. ot wind of the resolution. how.
b _Lovett, then Acting Secretary of phon
Toajority Jéader Seott Taicas of Tiinols, nklnx T 1o Dy oft.

The resolution, he safd, must be bl

GOP_Grabs Ball
LUCAB. somewhat against his better judgment,. did so.
Obediently, the Democratic Senators pulled in their
horns—on the promise that new Secretary of State Ache-
sen would come up to the Senate and explain his view on
the resolution.
Benator Lucas pointed out that Acheson had just

become
" Becretary of State and might not agres with retired Under-

Lovett, a0 i was only fair to hear him. Therefors
ta' Benators waited—and walted—and watted

Acheson did not show. Pln-l!y. suh Dept.  everyone

counselor Chip Bohlen telephoned to Secretai
Acheson would not come at all lrmud. he, Bohlm oftered
to explain things to the Senators,

By this time. the Senators were hopping mad.

a doren leading Democratic Senntors ask for views of the
Secretary of State It (s customary for him-to appear befors
em. And when thev are courteous enough to hold up &
resolution at_his request hic appearance Iy considered
mandatory That wat why Democratic Senators refused
to hear Bohlen, mald they would hear Acheson or no one.

While the Democrats were being obedlent Democrats.

‘however, the Republicans picked up the ball. They intro-
uc!d resolution identical with that prepared by the
supporting the State Dept’s stand against
lhe Dutch tn Tndonesin. but asking the State Dept.

carry out its Mrd! bv culting off the American ECA
subsidy 1o the Duteh A

The Republican Sen-lnn who got behind the resolution
are Bridges of New Hampshire, Brewster and Smith of
Maine. Butler and Wherry of Nebraska, Baldwin of Con-
necticut, McCarthy of Wisconsin, Malone of Nevada, Langer
©f North Dakota, and Morse of Oregon.

‘They intend to make a major attack on the
tration, charging the State Dept. with delivering fine phrases
bdure the United Nations while. playing footsie with the

aggressors under the UN table. And it looks as if
mq were right.

Gratitude Gifts
JHAT different states are doing with their Gratitude
Traln gifts: New York City converted the veterans'
center Into a virtusl museum, tastefully dup.llyrd Prench
Rifts in showcases. Thousands lined up to
Massachusetts will rnndurl an essay contest in hkh M‘Mnll
on French-American friendshi) iving non-historic gifts as
prizes to winners . . . o will mount its 40-and-8 boxcar
on wheels and tour it throughout the state .
of Parkersburg, W. Va. offered to do the same in West
Virginia, but mm- p«spla in Charleston, the atats eapital,
are demanding that 1t stay thers, French

Adminis-

\,_/

Pporton s Diacing the gifts on dspiay in de-
e Brior to distrioution . . . Chicaos

r for a month, together with lnc French rllu -mr
which they will be faken arond th
have offered high achools a chance 1o dllphv 1fts, mnm.
training classea bufld proper glass cases for

3
H

diplay.

Merry-Go-Round
TIRESIDENT TRUMAN has placed his entire domestic pro-
4 gram In the hands of Secretary of Agriculture Charles
Brannan. an nble citizen. All'members of the Cabinet have
been told by Truman to take orders from Brannan in testi-
fing for the Trumin domestic program On the legitative
front, Bran now assistant president . Testifying
Defore the Benate Tnterior and Teses actairs Committee on
territorial aftair,
Tto Rico reported there wasn't a single breach of the
mn ¢ “When Puerio Rico tiected ita first fovernor Iast. Noo
ember. beople nccepted the verdict of the polls>
said the Puerio Ritan delegate. ~How different. from. th
people of the United Statess commented Chatrman Joa
O'Mahoney. “We refected the polls” . . . After VPW Na-
Slonal Commander Lvall Beaya rethed a4 Aitrict aomer
for Dane County, Wis., he defended a dr\mk he had pre-
ordkecuted ﬂre for tipsy of witness

Tmelled whisky.
fendant was drunk?” asked B d a glassy stare,
replied the lady. When e aeltndnrt took the stand. th
first question ked

“onv in my good ey

chief lobbylst, Lewls Hines, is wmlv veering against labor.

Publicly Hines takes the omml of L. stand. but pri-,

vately, say the Democrats, thnu ‘very n-hy-w-l" with

llﬂmbl:rln Senators Bob 1‘-“ of Ohio and Ed Martin of
vania
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