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INLAND VIEW OF PORT DEVELOPMENT

‘ROM this Piedmont vantage point—200
mues from the coast—the view of the
port development plan is a bit hazy. It is
diffienlt to figure out just how Col. George
W. Glllette head of the North Carolina
Ports Authority, would spend the seven
and a half million dollars he has requested
ot

is this: Have we been penny wise and
pound foolish?

The answer is clear enough. Col. Gillette,
appearing before a public hearing of the
Jolnt prwﬂ‘llom Committee, polnM

out that in 1941 “the
nage uu'vu;h the port of wumxnmn
a million tons,

of the joint
the Senats and House.

But just how he would do it lsn't im-
portant at the moment. What seven and &
half million dollars worth of port improve-
ment would mean to the economy of the
state is the first concern.

Gov. Scott s for it and so are a number
of other state figures. Among that group
favoring port development is Carl Goerch,
editor of The State. a magazine published
in Raleigh and concerned with North Car-
olina.

In last week's copy of The State, Mr.
Goerch remarks on plans for the develop-

of which m.ooo tons of cargo was handled
by private fertilizer plants and did not and
would not come through public terminals.
If this remaining 850,000 tons of cargo
were all handled by State ports, the state
would receive . . . & return of $3,408.500.
Out of this gross revenue, of course, would
have to be deducted labor costs, other op-
erating costs, and Insurance and such
items leaving a net revenue sufficient to
liquidate the project within ten years or
less.” Those figures were for Wilmington;
Morehead City would be still another story.

Picking up there, Mr. Goerch observed
that in Bouth Car-

ment of deep-water ports at City
and Wilmington in this wise:

“North Carolina is the only state with &
eoastal frontage that has not developed its
ports. Instead of doing this, it has been de-
weloping ports In Virginia, South Carolina
and other states. North Carolina com-
modities of all kinds which go Into
channels are largely shipped through §
ports of Norfolk and Charleston.
however, s just one side ‘of the plcture.
Raw materials and comodities brought into
North Carolina from foreign lands largely
come Into North Carolina through these
same ports .. with North Carolina indus-
, tries and Narm Carolina consumers paying
‘a transportation premium.”

‘The cost of developing the ports will be
relatively iarge. The cost of transporting
eommoditigs to North.Carolina consumers
1s relatively large, too. The question, then,

MORE LIVES IN DANGER

action of the N. C. House Roads
Committee in approving a measure
which woud abolish the state motor
wehicle Inspection program reflects a
strange unawareness that the saving of
human lves is more important than the
inconventence of motorists.

‘The committeesplit, 30 to 15, in reach-
ing the decision, with the tatives
of rural counties generally in favor uf
abolition and urban in f

olina was being speeded-up largely because
Charleston, a good port, was close at hand.
North Carolina, he added, has no such port
and “business isn't going to & place whe
adequate shipping facilities and low trans-
portation rates are not available.”

In addition to Gov. Scott, Mr. Goerch
and Col. Glllette—industry supports the
development plan as was made clear by
the presence of - textile, furniture and to-
bacco men at the hearing.

We have observed before that North
Carolina's propo&ed budget is mighty high,
and we cannot, at the moment, think of a
place to trim it. Whether $7,500,000 for port
development will be the straw that breaks
the budget’s back 18 beyond our economic
ken—but the development of North Caro-
1lna's two ports seems of considerable im-
portance.

General Assembly must consider these
facts:

1. The 1947 toll of 836 persons killed in
traffic accidents was 19 Do o cent lower than
the 1946 figure of 1,038 ki

3. The 1948 toll of T34 lnm: fatalities was
» reduction of 12 per cent from the 147 fig-

838

vor of keeping the inspection.

There is~hope that the battle will be
fought out on the floor of the House—and,

if 1t is Jost there, that a milder measure

which would reduce the inspections to one
time a year will finally prevall. L

For unless someone can answer the im-
pressive statistics of the two-year-period
in which we have had the inspection law,
1ts outright abolition will mean that hun-
dreds of North Carolinlans are doomed to
death and injury on our highways because
of faulty, rattle-trap automobiles.

In lew of any other explanation, the
<

AUSPICIOUS BEGINNING

gratifying news that the Davidson
College development program 15 al-
ready off to an auspicious beginning indi-
cates that the-campaign, in which Meck-
lenburg County has such deep interest, will
_ move forward to a successful conclusion.
Thrée large speclal glfts were reported
at the kickoff dinner last week which to-
gether total some $500,000, two-thirds of
the $750,000 goal set for this county.
The W. H. Belk famlly and business as-

increase In travel

Those are sobering statistics. There Is no
way to place a value on one human life,
not to mentlon the 304 lives we have saved
in two years. Nor is there any way to
measure how much it Is worth to save hun-
dreds of our people from painful and crip-
pling injuries.

Unless the House Roads Committee can
prove that the motor vehicle inspection
and driver re-examination laws were not
responsible for this greater auto safety,
thelr aétion will impose on them a terrible
responsibllity for any increase in auto
fatalitles which might result from the
abolition of our safety program.

asm of the many Davidson alumn! and
triends who are assisting in the effort to
ralse a total of $2,500,000 in Increased en-
dowment and expanded physical facllities.

It was particularly gratifying to the col-
lege and to its loyal friends that the ap-
peal met such a warm reception within
this county. For one of the by-products of
this development program, recelving al-
most as much attention as the drive Itself,
is the effort to mlke Davidson College lnd

sociates have assumed the
for constructing a new dormitory for the
eollege. Mrs Cameron Morrison donated
$100,000 to the college endowment fund.
And Mr. and Mrs. W. Z. Stultz

Coun
of each other, ul Lhclr lnurdependence.
and of their mutually beneficial relation-
ship.

$80.000

The announcement of these generous
Eifts by Dr. John R. Cunningham,
Davidson president, boosted the enthusi-

From The New York Times

The in the implied
in the large bequests is adequate proof
that Davidson has been dolng its job well,
and that the college is not without honor
in its own country.

STARS AND SILENCE

EEP hush of Winter is on the land.
Twice in each cycle of seasons Nature
seems to pause as if gathering its strength
for a new effort. In August and in Febru-
ary the tempo slows and days seem long.
Walk abroad on a second-month night
when white beauty is on the hills and &
waxing moon follows its sky trail. Stars
sparkle like blue-white diamonds against &
dark velvet background. Orion, the Great
Hunter, has his eye on Taurus, the Bull.
The Big Dipper is bright and its pointers
are st on Polaris, the North Star, anclent
friend of hunter, trapper and mariner.
The silence of Earth in a February zero
#pell is 5o intense that one wonders if hid-
den life will respond when the time of cold
48 done. Cold broods like ering
feather puff If one were In the heart of a
cedar swamp where small glades are sur-
rounded by evergreens he might see a
moonlight ballet of the rabbits. The gray
forms dance in silence. Then suddenly,
‘where a moment before the area was
with flashing life, all is white stillness.
stars and silence look down on woods and

~Though the first half of February ls the
heart of Winter, man begins to grow im-
‘uml.i thaw brings promise of Spring.

a

Gray-white trickles of water course down
the sled tracks from the upper woodlot;
cattle nibbling at haystacks suddenly lft
thelr heads and stare over the flelds. A
band of brown earth widens along the
south side of the woodlot. Mellow days and
frosty nights mean rows of icicles on wood-
gheds, corn crib and barn. Then Winter
moves In again and the nights are heavy
with blazing coal fires and silence.

A man we know has a country home and
it is visited regularly by his city friends.
He has heard so many suggestions as to

«what io do from the "clty mun" that he

People's Platform

Hragcon
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In Defense Of The Farmer

Editors, Tux News:
J EAVE just read Bob Hawley’s plece in The News
Soncerning th the farmer and 1 am getting madder
and madde: the more I think about it. He is
biting the hu:d that'feeds him. Where would you pe
Mr. Hawley If it wasn't for the farmer? Who do you
|.mn.k feeds 2 you anyway.
and reared e farm, and I know
whn hard werk T Know u “ls mads caster now
by machinery. But machinery costs moaey, o,
ln g Iike to see you follow a farmer from v
or 9 oclock P You would :hlnn your
mlnd about unseating him. 1If he was unsea!
where would you be? You soon would be unseal
Jourself,  You would be six fect under, dead from
starvation. 8o S0 you had better think twice before you
speak next
And I can un you something else. The farmers
pay plenty of tax. They deserve good roads and I.
for one, hope they suppose 1f your milk
man got llu:k on & bad, muddy road some
you dldnl m )our milk for breakfast
m woud hhr' im. Then It
Woula be bed ron St detained nim Not his
fault.
Hurrah for our Governor.
—MR

All power to him.
S. JOHN NESBIT.

Herbert Was Smart

Editors, Tur News:

RALEIOH

I e’ untry boy up here in our
State Capitol (without subsidy or bonus or tax-

. M. und the enclosed
l'ﬂomzr‘- New Role " Feb. 9).
h that Herbert were our general manaper
en make his own
and we would not have to pay him $190,000 & »en "t
try to get re-elected like lad Harry.  Yes, It
really is and you may quote m
—PAUL ROBEBTSON.
(Pervis, N, C.)

More On The Farmer

Editors. Tux New:
] AS aquie nmmsm: to read Mr. B. A. Hawley's
letter in The
Of course. T uoumm dare to disagree with one
50 learned and broadminded as Mr. Hawley appears
to b1 think that he is entirely Hight. The fact that
the farmer pays his share of the State income tax
according to his income should not be considered.
His tax rate shotld be boosted until he is working for
nothing. It wouldnt have to be raised very much
until we couldstarve him to-death  This might make
it e inconrenieat for the rest of us when
had to i en e could save 8 Iot of

MORGANTON

money mn
gaiine taxes, Mr_Hawley and T burn
plenty of xluﬂlnt driving over the nice. smooth. paved
e farmer doesn't have However, T
would propose that each farmer In the sate be
compelled to crawl through miles of mud each day to

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

get to a road and then drive his car. which he would
have to keep parked nearby, up and down the high-
way for 50 to 60 miles so he can help us pay the
gasoline tax. The gasoline the farmer uses In plow-
ing his fields should be taxed he e
that this has absolutely nothing to do with bullding
or using roads snould not be considered elther.

mnlr-dituon to evervthing this country stands
in the way of equality of man and his inallenable
rights guaranteed by our Constitution. but then
believe ‘that both Mr. Hawiey and I are broad-
minded enough to sa: there aren’t too
many people like us In North Cll’o"nl"‘ M
—LEE HATLE®

Vi B
A Veteran’s Plight
KINGS MOUNTAIN
Editors, Twr Nrws
] B VE been reading a lot about taxes lataly 3o 1
would llke to give you a good '!lmﬂk of how our
income taxes are collected,

In the year 1947 T worked. and sent in my income
tax report sometimé in the nm part of 48. They
figured that T owed a balance of $6141, or very close
to that. I received an Injury Lo my back and spine
and on Peb. 9T had to stop work and have been dis-
sbled ever since that date, 1 have been in the hos.
pital for about four and one-half months and b
An operation on my spifte and am still unlbl! lﬂ
work. The mill where my wife was working tol
her that they could not use her any more.

s in December, 1948 Now the tax col-
lector says that they are golng to sell our home in
30 days if 1 don't pay the tax I owe. I have tried to
get them to walt until T am able to work again and
let me par then. 1f our Government can give away
billions of dollars for nothing. it looks they
conl wait untl] T s abll. 0 Work again and Jet o
pay my tax s I would not lose my home that [

worked so hard to get T have to return to the hot-
pital the 26th of this month as T t home on

pass. I was in the Veterans Hospital It Columbia,
8 C. Yes. I am a veteran of World War

My wife and I had a combined income of around
800 for the year 1948 and have one hoy thirteen years
old. How do they expect us to live and pay anything
on that,

e mill where T was working when 1 was in-

tendent told me to d
—F. J. HULLANDER.

Quote, Unquote

For all editors’ wives who say, “T think you
might talk to me while I sew” we present in re-
vers this answer, which we plicked up, “Why don't
you sew to me while I read?"—Greeneville (Tenn.)
Sun.

Four cases of mustard fell from a truck and
smeared a street in Cincinnati. It shouldn't happen
to & you-know-what—Fort Myers (Fla) News-Pres

Idea of a sure-enough old-fashioned gentle-
man 1s one who thinks you have to get ‘em under the
mistletoe any more—Wichita Falls (Texas) Times.)

Stewart Alsop

The Rose Fades-

WASHINGTON

RESIDENT Truman's “Fair
Deal” program of .domestic leg-
fslation s In & fair way o0 bog

supporters _admit
that the.rosy post-election picture,
of the whole program slicing

through Congress like a  knife
through warm butter, 18 pretty
Iy faded.

Truman men now

o return to
a lmmh fighting apeech
s whole program ith Ta dotted
and Us crossed, at the forthcoming
Jackson Day dinner. And there i3
fven ulk in White House circles of
around the coun-

Ty, Tashioned atter the slam-bang
election barnstorming, to drum up
support for the “Fair
The plain fact 1s that there is
hardly a major part of the Tru-

process has
hold. Sen. Robert A. Taft and his
cohorts have undoubtedly won the
first round of the fight on the Taft-
Hartley Act. Democratic leaders are
beginning to wonder if they cam
dellver in the end anything much
more than a somewhat watered
down verston of the  fet
groups would hardly consider Yhu
pazment In fll ofelection debts.
tmportant parts the
Trum-n program !lllrh are threat-
ened are the $4 llon in new
tuxes and standby price control
authority. Sen. Walter F. George
Rep. ' Robert hton, chair-
men of the House and Senate tax
writing committees, have turned
thumbs down on new taxes, though
1t is quite impossible to see how
new taxes ean be avoided without
gutting the whole defense for-
eign ald program. And the testi-
mony of Economic Adviser Leon
Keyserling In favor of standby price
controls has been politely but very
coldly received.
ENTHUSIASM CHILLS
Whatever enthusiasm there may
have been for new taxes and price
cortrols (and It was_never warm)
has been chilled by the sharp drop
in farm prices Keyserliog argues
cogently that the farm price drop
Taces tontrol of still Ting ndus-
rices

eventual buat But these arguments

Marquis Childs

1ppear to have made little tmpres-
1 Hil, and it will be

price control authority he has
anded. -

Some sort of housing, education,
health and minimum wage bills will
almast certainly eventually be pass-
ed. But one gloomy Truman Sena-
tor remarked the other day that “it
looks like we'll get about as much
soclal legislation as Bob Taft i

the Truman men gleefully antict-

pated aftes the election.
Finally, there i civil rights leg-
ystones of

program s
This would
have ‘political repercussions in the
North most unwelcome to Truman
Democrats. Already the search fof

cleasly down the drain.

some acceptable ~ compromise s
underway. Rep Brooks Hayes of
Arkansas has been ;:edaung his
version of a compromise

Senate, and a number of boutbﬂ'n
Senators are inclined to nibble. The

ore moderate Southes hope
that Vice-President Alben Barkley
will sell some such compromise to
the White House. But it s easy 1o
tm: of “betrayal®
from the civil rights pi
which wouid be elicited by any
White House
rights.

What will probably emerge in 48
end ' malharioat version of the
Truman This will satisty

though Truman was miraculously
elected, he was not elected unani-
mously.

Tread Lightly

‘WASHINGTON

OOKING at a map of the world
and tracing along with your fin-
ger a little above the Arctic Cir-

through Sweden's system of unfver-
nl mllll-lry u-hlu they had been

sm:n et s navy st ot
ive a account 6f ftself in
the BaItle T the event of war. The

per Russian bombers in the 3,

an
beginning period of a war.

In contrast, Norway could put
and

way an
for a distance of -wmumuly 100
miles.

oot far border patrols, that
tne is w The
prlmmva nr nonexistent. In general,

e same of the con-
Gitton in morthern Piniand where
the Finnish border adjoins Sweden
and Norway.

Although Pinland was conquered
by Soviet Russia in the aftermath
of the war, Finland s not today oc-
cupled by Soviet troops. It i, in
effect, & neutral zone between the
UseR R and free, democratic Scan-

"But the whole zone can be trans-
formed n & short Ume inio & bat-
of the cold war. Troops®
e e comcentratod there. espione
age charges could be hurled by both
sides, border iIncidents could de-
felop, and headiines could scream
fear and thregt reprisal.
Fueden belidves. this Wil happen
It Norway enters that Atlantlc al-
liance. reason
Swedea have. declined to. Join e
sllsnce, It seems o me pre-efnl-
nently important to try to under-
stand Sweden's polnt of vi
Two facts stand aut that. have
t been generally appreciated in
20 the dikeasion of the Tole of
Scandinavia in the allance. They

"] Bweden has abandoned her tra-
ditionai—and in this air and atomic
age wholly unreal—neutrality policy.
'nm momentous step was) taken

en, during the recent conferences.
Sweden proposed to Norway - and
nmark & ten-year treaty that
would bind each country to go (0
war automatically in the event that
any of the three countries was at-
tacked by an aggressor nation.

2. Bweden has far and away the
greatest military strength in Scan-
dinavia. The Swedes say they can

tively modern

equipped troops In'a th ﬂdﬂ at

the outset of a war.

Sweden and with m lcm nm
i

way the kind of help that would
compensate h!\‘ for becunm: -
focus of col

Tn my opinion, Ainsrican policy-
makers” should ihink hard ‘befors
tion

Savie
hmw allance may be watered

lown to such a degree that ft will
not increase securit

tlefront, would divert
‘Western Europe where the need is
greater.

Unless careful saf put
around it, there is & larger
in the Atlantic alliance. If military

People’s Relations Guard Against War

!OAR-D THE FRENCH MERCI TRAIN—The average
has a general knowledge of the fact that

'hm he pays his taxes, a small portion of it goes to support
the cost of a Prench embassy lnd \mm- ccrnsul-m in the

UBA in order to improve relation: t this is
wvague and far- way ¢ thing, besides wmch hdn( humm, he
doesn't like to pay taxes.

on lhe other hand, when six milllon Prench men and
women voluntarily contribute a personal keepsake to the
Gratitude Train for the American people, it means some-
thing far more important than ambassadors or consuls or
State Department propaganda.

It means that each of those six milllon Frenchmen con-
siders’himself a lxmmll ambassador, & personal promoter
of good will and peac

And when you get “inat kind of people-to-peaple relation-
ship, it becomes increasingly difficult for \mblhnud fool-
hardy leaders to start wars or create

In the long run, furthermore, the only WAy we can pre-
vent war is by people going over the heads of their govern-
ments to get acquainted with mh

put up &
box is different in lhlt N wu mldn with-
out a bottom and is hung direétly over a
waste basket, — Mattoon (Ill.) Journal-
Gazette.

Notwithstanding the tremendous rise in
the prices of alcoholic bpverages, there has
been no marked sobering up since the state
recovered from the hangover of prohibl-
tion. — Charleston (S. C.) News & Courier.

“Burgeon Removes His Own Appendix.”
And now will he swear at himself when he
gets hig own bill?—Loutsville (Xy.) Times.

as the U.
o with the start or organizatior
ch Government had nntmnl to do with

'hl!lv!r to de
ship Tral

in getting the boxcars
imple, Priceless Gifts
SO“E priceless gifts are aboard the Thank-You Train, such

as the Taveau statue of George Wshington u:d the flag
that flew over Verdun in 1918. But almost mol

e Urited States.

to the

it -nlnn Il the dictates of her political party, because she
placed friendship with Americans ahead of Communists,

Equally pr!dn\u are thousands of other gifts vhlch have

no commercial a tic value—simple offerings from.
humbler people M ince.” Aboard the train, for instance,
» workman and his wife Wz0se was

is's gift from

Lh Pren
tho \ Gatitude ‘n-ln though later lt,nn great help

destroyed during the war and who now live in an almshouse.

“Por the Gratitude Train to Amgica” they wrote, “we
have decided to send our dearest possession, our boy's full-
dress uniform.
die in Prance,
of the brotherhood between our two countries.

And there is the child's painting of & yrllo' heart, with
:zr vmrds witien beneath—“T know that Americans have

earts of

Remembvu nce And Love

T first the humbler people of France did not realize that
they could contribute to the Gratitude Train. The train

was first organized by French rallroand war veterans, but
Iater they got help from radio commentator Georges Dela-
mare, who broadcast the r.cn that the working people of
France could also participa
e muat fecl. in- affering our gifts” said Delamare,
“that we are depriving ourselves. ust take from our
\ personal treasure store. gifts such as OBU Prance can pro-
There is no more sincere way of showing gratitude

than by giving what one prizes most hllhly

One of the things the. American Il prise mon
highly s the "Treasure Book” signed by tm rmuh
who put gifts board the Mercl Tyain, People Tiocked ua

the office of the newspaper Figaro for more than a week to
sign this book and write a message to the ‘american people.
Some ‘—?n(e in En:luh. most in Prench.
soldler: “I remember.”

wrnu Another.

“Prance every day loves you more and more.

More today than before, |

And less than tomorrow

‘Thousands of notes Al\n wete written to accompany gifts.
And it 1s the hope of the and women who sent meu

essages, that their friends In America. will read the
and Wl went to, reply:  Members of the Women's Worid
hlhwmlp worked long hours,to help translate these notes

sent by the “little people” of ~They felt

ortunately they
; but perhaps Prench c

put 700,000 troops In the field. These And that would make
troopd would be equipped with rela-  the plotters in the Kremlin very
weapons  which,  happy.
that, while they were poor in worldly goods, they were rich
in friendship.
Unf were not able to translate all the

schools

messages:
and colleges can continue where thy left o" and thus start

a chain of correspondence betwee:
America ‘In ‘continoation of people-to-people dkplmuq

Notes From Washington

A 24-HOUR, round-the-clock police guard on the House Un-

Amemnn Acu-mn Committee rooms,

Whittaker Chambers.

1
What's left of these papers after

of Prance and

Justice Department picked umn over is locked in s uh i
s .

l||l Council,

Navy has just cleared up Lhn my:

talls were
others, because they carried
Johnson of Colorado has

stery of the five
nlu:daduuu

" n. has demanded
gation of the aviation Industry—to find out why the big air-

Tines k«p going In the red, yet can -um (n
to R&Wbluan snd Democra!
u.p:nuven.

Parties, plus o



