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THE DICE ARE LOADED

Ovnuoom and underestimated In
all the argument about liquor in North
Carolina is the basic unfairness and de-
ception of the referendum measure offered
by Rep. L. A. Martin and supported by the

glve

1 um the state all dry'
2. Leave the county option system as is.
. That the Martin bill is patently unfair
ean be shown very simply. Suppose the
Legislature would authorize a referendum
which would also give the voters two al-
ternatives:

1. Make the state all wet; or
2. Leave the county option system as ls.
Woald the Drys like such a referendum?

knowledge of the facts. As local :Pnrnlnl

units, they exercised the right of local gov-
ernment.

By permitting the residents of small,
mostly rural, dry counties—who have never
known the bbotlegging system as we in
Mecklenburg knew it—to destroy a system
of legal controk which the residents of wet
countles have chosen as the lesser of the
two evils, the Martin proposal takes away
this right of local government.

It would permit, for Instance, dry Ruth-
erford County (which borders wet South
Carolina) to help vote out ABC stores in
wet Mecklenburg, no doubt feeling very
salntly about dolng so, without helping
Mecklenburg in turn to meet the bootleg-
ging program which would quickly result,

No, the state referendum idea (s not
simply a matter of giving the people of
North Carolina a right to decide whether
or not liquor shall be sold anywhere In the
state. It 1s & matter of permitting people
who, under the county option system, have
decided to remain dry to use their numbers
to dry up other people who, exercising
thelr option, have decided they prefer the
ABC system.

It does not commend itself on the
grounds of fairness; rather it is like play-
ing with loaded dice.

BALANCING THE GOP.BOOKS

']‘B chastened but hopetul relics of the
Republican Party who packed the May-
flower Hotel ballroom to hear Governor
Dewey’s first major post-election political
address must have entered their limousines
end riddén off with long faces. For the
Governor held out very little hdpe that the
party, under its present split leadership
and divergent philosophies, 'IIJ be able to
make a swift comeback.

“Thdse who expected a dynamlc, slashing
attack from the New York Governor were
disappointed. It was a calm, almost sor-
rowful, accounting of the Republican books
and it showed more entries urier debits
than under credits. What made it more
discouraging was that the two-times GOP
nominee offered no specific suggestions for
reducing the party's liabllities.

The New Yorker did go 30 far as to ask
those-opposed to “liberal and progressive”
policies to leave the GOP; but that was
meaningless; for everyone;, of course, is
generally in favor of “liberal and progres-
nn' pcuclu especially around election

Hl told his party members that it would

THE RUSSIAN HEROES |

'O silent Russians were nndmnl -
wnder Btate Department escort =
acroms the unfamiliar tundrs of despest
th . the quiet,

Dmilnl no English, they sometimes
turnied {o one another to comment In Rus-
#ian on something that impressed them or
made conversation with thé interpreter
furnished them by the United States Gov-

ernment. .
Diplomatic mission? White Russian
refugees?

Indeed not. Russian Army pllots—absent
without leave, AWOL, over the hill

The Articles of War of the United States
outline severe punishment for American
soldiers who take what has now come to be
called “Russian Leave” — but for Russians:
Comrades! This is the life!

‘The State Department has taken these
two pilots to its heart like a spinster ac-
eepting & pretty compliment. They have

From The Gastonio Gazette

. be fatal to (1) swallow the whole New Deal-

Falr Deal theory, regardless of cost or con-
sequences, or (2) go back to the Republi-
canism of the 1920's. What the GOP must
do, he sald. s stick to a middle course,
somewhere between reaction and Falr
Deallsm.

That sounds good. But Governor Dewey,
as of this moment, ls no shining example
of = middle-courser. He was guilty, per-
haps more so than any other party leader,
of trylng to swing on to the New Deal train
‘n his public utterances while working in
cahoots with such reactionaries as Boss
Grundy of Pennsylvania. Instead of fixing,
and trying to follow, & middle course, he
tried unsuccessfully to play both ends
against the middle.

No, we need something more dynamic
from the Republicans than Governor
Dewey's plea to stop bellyaching about the
past. We need something a good deal more
positive, and more definite, upon which
the millions of Americans who voted
ugainst President Truman can fix their
minds and their hearts. We need some-
thing that the voters can really get a lift
from.

been wined and dined, Interviewed and
viewed with awe, bowed to and smiled at,

And what makes these two erstwhile ens
emies 59 special? They stole & Russian aire
piane, became traitors 1o thelr eaunty.
‘Fhila makes them heroes

We eommend the good senise of anyane
wha prefers thie Urilted States 6 Rossin—
but we don't see the good sense of making
& natlonal hero of such & person. Thére
are too many of them.

‘The nonsense of this particular State
Department display is of no major impor-
tance In itself; it Is good home front prop-
aganda. But It would seem that this in-
cldent brings into focus a fad for/lionizing
anything mtl-Rumm.

‘We mustn't lorg:t that Hitler was antl-
Russian; so were Mussolinl and Franco. At
one time, you will remember, the United
Btates was pro-Russian because Russia was
anti-Hitler. The system of joining forces
with any and every movement or person
who happens to have one thing In common
with you can be both ridiculous and dan-
gerous.

FIGHT AGAINST SOCIALIZED MEDICINE

DOUGLAS BOYCE, spokesman for

Gastonla's doctors, is on firm ground

when he points out the multitude of dan-

gers that lle ahead in socialized medicine.

But it will take some high-pressure
on the part of the nation's phys

they are to out-maneuver President Tru-

> man's Administration, which employs some

~—ofthe-best propagandists In the world to

sell its brand of State medicine.

‘The'doctors of Gaston County have gone
on record 100 per cent for an assessment
of 825 each to be spent “edgcating” the
public. This action is commendable, and
we hope—but without loo much faith—
that our doctprs will win the fight.

We are in complete sympathy with the
doctors. We oppose without reservation

~ the theory of the Government handing out
medical care like old age checks. We know
it's just another step toward socialization
of all services in this country, We can read,
and we have read about the disruption of
medical service in lnlllnd (which_never
feally knew the free system),
where the plan 1s llrudy In effect, We also
are in dread of the t of the'Govern-
ment's employing an/ additional half-mil-
lon people to adminjster the progr

In fact, we have l\d these things nver
and over again.

But will our ﬂogwn‘al full value for
money recelved when they ante up $25
splece to raise a kitty of $3 million to use
in “sducating” the public? It can certainly

be a starter, and if combined with wise
actlon on the part of each Individual phys-
lclan, may reap outstanding results.

As an extra spur to the doctors, we pass
along this suggestion:

Use your powers of persuasion on each
one of your patients. Take it a little easler
on him when you mall out the monthly
blll. Do your dead-level best in the months
thead to convince him that private enter-
prise beats Government service seven days
out of every week.

‘The fight can be won.

A man knockéd down by an automobile
leaped to his feet, when the driver started
backing up o see whether he had been
hurt, and fled down an alley. The item
'didn't say but we presume he eficaped, —
Little Rock Arkansas Gazelt

At least one clashing crisis in human af-
fairs was averted owing to & lucky time
schedule. The tall opera hat went out of
style and use before the low-roofed, step-
down automoblle came In—Jackson (Mlss.)
Daily News.

Well, I see In the paper that “Lexington,
once noted as a center of culture, appears
on the way to regaining that distinction.”
Let's see, what year was It that they re-
pealed that culture stuff here? — Lexing-
ton (Xy.) Leader,

O s wasarn = o Seov an

Jack Bell

Barkley Sets A New Fashion

‘WASHINGTON
“T)EAR ALBEN" BARKLEY, the best story teller to
come out of Paducah, since Irvin S. Cobb,
threatens to create & new fashion In Vice-Presidents.
ley s going to figure heavily in the final
outcome of President Truman’s efforts to put Rcross
in Congress the program that grew to mammoth pro-
portions In the campalm and finally was wrapped
In Mr. Truman's messages to the lawmakers
ready the Tl ynr-nm Barkley—who pushes
his hulk around like a man fifteen vears his junior-
Ix getting restless al ts constitutional job of
mmm- over the Senate.
has made It abindantly clear that he is
dv able and willing to get mto the backstage
fighting among the Democrats that s certain to
mark action on such issues as new lnbor legislation,
social security expansion and civil rights

WILL SOOTHE SOUTHERNERS

As & Kentuckian. Barklev is particularly fitted
to soothe hot Southern tempers on the anti-boll tax,
‘anti-lynching and anti-job discrimination tssues

Dixie Senators know that Barkley is going along
with the President on those Issucs. He always has
But they remember that as Democratic leader he
gnye them-falr treatment. Since 1937 when Prank-
lin D. Roosevell wrote to “Dear Alben” saying he
wanted him as leader, Barkley has sat on & powder
keg marv times,

It got Away lmm him onlv once. when he per-
sonally exploded T Roosevelt’s veto of a tax bill

“hich tha Kentuckian had worked lon and hard to
gt in compromise form. Reeloning his Inrﬂnmn
Barkiev ripned apart the President’s position  The
tax bill passed nyer Roosevelt’s veto and Barkley was
Fereiected leader.

The enaliess (hat srew up hetween Rnoseveit
ond Iﬁrl'l" .ll remembered b tew Dealers sen
Preciden ok pflles  Whathar f was fhat
L mmm ﬂu My Frivwan MRl huve Brrkier
i (e somwiitlalion often
Aeig (e enmntmtgn  (he Pracdert
Harkley hacame rent twle  Thee both fike o 161l

#ories, et mml rmm!c think Barkley {4 the better
man,at that e
s Vice-Preaident

and

Barkler hai been dealt fn on
Cabinet meetings. He knaws about the Administra-
tion's_policles ey are formed—not after they
have felled as have most Vice-Presidents

Roosevelt used to have John Garner and Henry
Wallace. his two Vice-Presidents preceding Mr
Truman, sit ln on Cabinet sexsions.  Qarner war 8
*“n0* man in

allac
had opposition from other Cabinet members.
HIS ROLE IN CABINET

Barkley apparently fits into the Truman Cabinet
thout suspiclon from other members and without
being labeled as bking committed in advance on con-
troversial questions. He also seems to think a lot
like President Truman and apparently has the Chief
Executive's cotidence.
In the Senate, Barkley also ls one of the bovs
Garner, as former House speaker. was always looked
upon by some Senators as something of an outsIdcr.

Drew Pearson’s

Wallace never hit it off with them. He had almost
nothing to say about policy or the form of legislation.

In his official duties ns presiding officer, Barkley
appears to be rying Lo lean over vards to be
fair. Thus tar he can ce » Republican standing up
tryIng 1o Ret a chance to talk Just as e s he can
see a Democrat  He sticks to the rules i wor et
Senators get beyond thelr bounds.

Whes the gomng gets hot in a leglslative way, his
former colleagues expect the Kentuckian o be just
s fair but they are looking for him to execute

fast footwark backstage. where the fate of legislation
often 15 settied before debate begins,

Platform
What Say, Mecklenburg?
CHES’

TERFIELD, 8. C,

People’

Editors, Tu Nrws

JHY dont you good folks In Mecklenburg County
ko ahead and ralse vour quota for the March of

Dimes?  You are disturbing the closing opt of
counties that haye made thelr quota within the
national advertised dates Jan. 14-Jan. 31, inclusive,

Do sou remember last Summer when your state
was second in leading the nation in draining the
emergency fund of the nal Foundation plus
eating into the reserve fund? Can you remember?

T ask you good folks, as a county chairman in
South Carolina, and one who has doubled his quot
in a sandhill area. o, 4 county which had only five
cascs i 1948, whats wrong with Mecklenburg
County ?

You bad over | 200 caces luel yeor Tt Wil st
Yol i ae el a fwie D e saue | G0 caaes
Wbl vknr e vewr WL Wk i R 1A 4G
b (e tiew paeke iy 1GKT Ehinie o o lafke

Pl entienr drive 16 ot e wns. (he Hed Crime W
i fHe wnt e henrt disanca drive ia off e wuy And t
are fhe P Seeute  How Meeklenbute. what
s eaing to Ao Fhe Maech of Dimes ended
30, 1940

Lower Taxes?
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue News.

BC Profits Lower Taxes” This was the vary -
4% teresting headline over an article written by your
Mr Dick Young in The News of Jan. 20

When these very startling words met my eyes, [
rushed for my tax receipts for the kst three yea
Here 1s what I found with reference to my City taxes
—1048 taxes twenty per cent above m
taxes ten per cent above 1947
years we have been blessed
How about it Mr Taxpayer, are you as jubilant as 1
over the fact that the ABC stores have reduced ye
taxes to the vanishing point?

—R. M. PEEK.

‘WASHINGTON

LMOST without notice from the

press one of the last links be-

tween the Soviet Union and the
West was severed not lon,

the day that the British Trades

World Pederation- of Trade Unlons,
Aan era came to an e
Dbcuments that have fust reach-
ed here show that the step was
inevitable. Russin was deteymined
n instrument
for thwarting the reconstruction of
Western Furope and attacking the
Marshall Plan.
From the beginning. James B.
Carey. for the CIO. and the British

spite of their- repeated ps
they had seen, the WFTU
propagandize agal;
capitallsm” and
‘Therefore, at the recent
meeting, the British, the American
and the Dutch delegations with-
rew. In.a stirring speech Carey
denounced the Russians for per-
verting what had heen intended to
be a world organization of I
unfons nto & device to further So-
vit alms

e reply came from V. V. Kuz-
netsov. president of the AlU-Union
Central Council of Trade Unfons In
Moscow. The shrill indignation di-
rected at Carey lnd the British del-
sEates, Arthur Deakin and Vincent
Tewson,

netsov

7 raye that the Soviet trade
unfons are subordinated to

viet State and the Cominform.*
;umewv shouted. “This is a sheer

Boviet trade u

lmpeﬂ-lnt And ifivential o organiza-
tion in the Soviet soclety, but the
government has never been in com-
mand of the trade unions. In our
country. government authority be-
longs to the working people. The
Soviet government. is giad to help
the trade unions and duly consider
their opinions .

“Carey does not like It because
there are no strikes in the USS!
Yes, there are no strikes i USSR

Joseph Alsop

4nd not pecause they are prohibited
by law, for on

completely mmmm
m the uldamtmm state. This has

or a long time to all

n obvious

bat th blimiest tellow travelers.
been criticized fof

»uvlnl in the WFTU when it bee

came apparent that Communists

dominated Its operation. But Carey,

long a foe of Communist

and Communist tactics

world labor organization a gommon
meeting
coul

ground with the Russians
nd.

rey
WPTU failed and the Soviet unions.
and the CIO could not get along
lottlh!r then it -uuld be generally

agreed in the Uni tates that

nobody theu could get along with
the Russ!
SAME OLD PROPAGANDA

He polnted out to Kuzmetsov how
the CIO helped to thape the Mar-
hall Plan, participating in its ¥ork
's reply

who looks much younger than his I1
years, and Murray has brought sig-
nificant résults. Murray, who still
has & burr in his speech m hie
native Bcotland, s now

brief rest curs tn’ Merch m-uml

warring
influence in the CTO. 'l'ho past year
has seen Communist intriguers re-
moved from virtually all puh ot
Influence in the £10 and

an be argued that they never
been allowed to rise

olution that has thrown them

Stop The Flddle-Faddle

BELGRADE

E are important signs here
new era will shortly

n In Marshal Tito's foreign pol-
icy. Having broken Irrevocably with

pended like Mahomet's coff
tween the Soviet and
world. And since he cannot return
to his old fri in the East with-
out literally imperiling his neck.
1t 1s logical that Marahal Tito should
begin to think Aboul making new
friends in the
DIVIDED VIEWS

The wisest dipiomacy will be
needed. If the opportunity is 10 be
successfully seized. In previous re-
porta in this space, the!flayor of &
successful religlous heresy i Yugo-
slavi eclaration of national In-
dependence has already been em-
phasized. And ap with all bands
of heretics, ugoslay leaders
difter widely among themacives in
the lengths they go In rejecting
ety Totmar foih.

Specifically there are some

ensting end b
randie, by (he n:m-lma Comin-
fortn

On the other hand. the majority
af Yugosiav lenders, including Mar-
ahal Tito himself, his chief politi-
cal theorist, Moshe Piade, his pow-
ertul Interior Minister, Aleksander
Rankovie, and his foreign poliey
fechnician. Ales Bebler, appear to
be far more realistic.

have gven been public
indications that this realistically
minded majority is abandoning the
hostility toward the West which
Yugoslavia originally adopted as &
good Soviet satellite. For Instance

Russia. The realists must stll

carry along with them their more
superatitious and suspicious breth-
ren. however. In the face of the
Kremlin's constant efforts to sub-
vert Tito, Yugoslay unity must be
maintained at all costs.

In these circumstances,
can diplomacy has been lndmnr!

th prepare for a new relationship,
and above all to convince the Yugo-
slavs on the all-important point
that we do not wish to interf

gain, as when wé released
ships o Tito at Trieste. certain
American xid has been extende
the Yugosl

merica has beem: ree
fusing many Yu‘n‘hv export -
censes. and requiring Britain .n4
other Masshall aid countries to do
Thi be!

these American refusals of
licenses e clear .evidence nl hot«
thlity.

1f better relations with Yugo-
mm are desired, the first step
ust be to clear the
mmn. this sort of fiddle-faddle.
This will nu political realists here
thelr cha Then,

ly close may Y. b
established. Existing political fric-
tlons, such as that ing

nence to her new independence.

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
PrREE ¢ ished statesmen were on hand to greet the

Prench Gratitude Traln when it arrived In Washington—
Vice-President Barkley and his former colleagues, Senatol
Connally of Texas, Democrat, and Vandenberg of Michigan,
Republican.

These three have served in the Senate together for more
than‘a quarter of a century Somotimes thev have been on
onposite sides of bitter volitical battles, but they have never
let’ party politica Interfere with persanal friendship  Thev
know each other as well ax they know fhe Senate—which i
hatter than almost anvene else In Washington How much
Srmator Vandenhere knows about fhe early boyhond of Sen-
atar Sannsliv of Texas {« hic tac)

Rut at the verv mm‘lvl']nn of |)\P ceremonles welcoming
the Gratitude Train, as the venersble Tom Connallv tool
# nalr of shears and sninned the red. white and hlne ribhon
sealine the District of Columbia hoxear his old friend the
Kenstor from Michigan. whispered to the \’Ir' President of
the TInitad States:

“T7 het that's not the first time Tom has broken into

& boxear.*

Acheson Wary Of Bevin

T isn't being advertised outside the Btate Department, but
Britih Pareten Mlnlmr Bevin didn't put his best foot for-
ward with the new U. 8. Becretary of Btate fust a few dava
after D'ln MMlon took office.

t what amounted to & frantle 808 to Acheson
for hein to et him enough votes o squeak by an attemnted
cenmire of nmu Polley in the House of Com-
ned to get hkm the votes. Bevin,

him.

But after Ach

I etiect. it the hand Taat.ge
Here 1n the Ineide, alorv of what hap

Just before the debate on Pnlnum%m was wortied

sek that the Labor Party might be defealed and have to
resien. Part of the criticlsm was because \Britaln’s policy
in Palestine was upsetting American relations. Therefore
Bevin hit on the iden of telling Parilament that Britain and
the United States had settled their differences and now
sgreed completely on Palestine.

Bevin actually vmu out. his remarks ln advance and

cabled them to the State Department Jan. 25 to make sure

3

Secretary Acheson had no objection. Bevin also appealed to
Acheson’ to lssue an American statement backing up Bevin
on Palestine. The State Department OK'd Bevin's remarks
and gave him the go-ahead—and that statement was the
tramp card -hlch helped him win & vote of confidence by

nly 90, Otherwise the Labor Government
Tight have been defeted.

However. Bevin extemporaneously inserted somé other
remarks In his speech. eriticizing American policy.  This
made Acheson so irate he fiatly refused to lssue the nm-
sequent statement on Palestine supporting  Bevin. As
matter of fact. Achesar: afso considered protesting to B('\ln
about his American eriticism, but finally declded to forget
the whole thing  He decided, however that he would think
twice before helplig Besin out of A jam again

i ke
Probe Dodgers’ Airfield
T Bt often the Government geta mixed up in hig-league
bazeball. but for some time Civil Aeronautics Authority
has been probing the Brooklyn Dodgers' Spring training
eamp at Vero Beach, Florida.
Actually, the Dodgers are not involved. TUs the City of
Vero Beach which the Government Is Interested In,
of a complicated transaction by which Vero Beach is sus-
pacted of leasing a Government alrfleld Ia lh' Ml’l’l ll l
handsome profit. The airfield s being
for their falr-weather training, for an ﬂ"lrlll rhlllll "1 ll
per year plia the proceeds from an exhibition game.  The
Alrfield {s owned by the nd leased to the City
of Vero Beach for nothing, with the stipulation that any
income Is to he used for airfield’s upkeep and Improve-

ment

CAA officinls Tiow suspect that a lot more than $5 a year
15 belng pald by the Dodgers for the airfield, What makes
hem susplciods 1y & statement by Mayor Merill P. Rarber
that the city hind “rntered into m five-year renewnble lease

with the Hrooklvn Baseball Club at an nllmlt(d Income of
$2,000 (annually ™
Later city officials bflln to lel!ch “for extra pillows
upon which ll Dodgers’ tldj ‘were to at night. The
Government supposedly turning Mrr A cert number
of plllows tﬂh the llrﬂﬂﬂ And atrport _manager B\xﬂ
Iman, appealing for more pillows, compliined: “Thus i

Humanity Shown In Greeting Merci Train

feally putting u tn & bad posit we have & ten-year
ract with the nmsnm Ball Clb which ahould bring us
i rom $20000 a year
This, says the GAA- a a 1ot more tha n §3 a year. Thatw
why the Government wants to find out what's happentng o
the extra money.

Reclamation Grudge Fight Renewed

ON!: of the bitterest battles of the 80th Congress was over

rector of Reclamation Mike Straus and his Cal-

fornia reglonal alde, Richard Bo battle finally ended

v Congress taking the llmmt unpmmemed action of bare
llnx them from the pay

Backstage, this n.mr Is raging sgaln inside the Rules

and Annropriations Committees of the 8lst Cor

hia battle tx ibe 160-acre limitation on reclamation holdings
“n
CAHlﬂmll Ben. Sheridan Downey, although a Democrat,

led the grudge fight against Strauss and Boke. Brazenly
claimed they had sdministered the 160-acre ltmit o effie
clently. Now he Is pulling wires behind

them rmm getting back their jobs, and. to some mrm the
fight bofled ween Truman and

e other dnv. Truman sent & private memn to the
ne Al ations imittee mum)y n-mlu that two
_ncl-mlllnn officials were being of office—

rary_action_diametrically opnnlM the prine
ciplen. up-m which this Government was founded.”

e President referred. of course, to the fact that the
Fxecutive Branch of the Government has power of appointe

and Congressman
who _operates in

80 far. Truman’ has lost the battle. The Peb 1 dead-
at which time Straus and Boke went off the pay roll,
i n reached and passed. The smendment n
requested been . If a coalition of Democrats and
Republicans can defeat him 30 easlly on the question of
reclamal 'm be interesting to see what happens re-
sarding civil H‘




