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EMPTY STOCKING FUND

variables in our mod-

of ‘the Christmas

are but passing

the ‘'main body -of

human unselfishness,

and personal joy remain uncmn;ed from
year to year.

One of the mumblu m our commiunjty
1s the -nmm News Empty Stocking Fund,
born‘in the depihs of the dépresaion (o
bring Santa. Claus “to. impoverished . chil-
dren and efended: through béttertimes

s

']‘HF,RF are ma
rn  observance

\ ) 3
as widely and fairly” as possigle. Today
the money contributed to the Fund is ad-
ministered/ by, the co-operative Christmas
Bureau represeniting -scores of agencies,
churches; clubs and other organization:
administeted as wisely and justly as hi-_
manly- possible,

But the uhderlying philosophy or ‘mo-
tivation .for oun sponsorship of the Fund,
and for the contributions from a host of

.Individuals\and groups, has mot changed.

It is for It 1s an expression

- wel]2being” nd
e ‘many. hurmdreds _of
Who' are financially dis-

old,.

ministration of the' Empty Stock-

d has ¢hanged somewhat through
( e years as a result of careful study and
yeis in an effort to avoid hit-or-miss
d aplication and spread the available funds

of the latent génerosity ang unselfishness
of all men which bursts through the ve-

Teation and _wotldliness at
Christ's birth.

We know from past
experience that it will be filled to over-
flowing before Chrixtmas Eve is at hand.

SECURITY FOR OLD FOLKS

N THE SERIES of £rticles on “Old Folks”
completed today, it has been explained
that medicine and a high-standard of liv-
ing are making 1t possible for people to live
to be older, while at the same time the
nation's birth rate is dropping.

It s clear, then, that the proportion of
old persons is Increasing yearly and
confinue io increase. It is estimated that,
within 25 years, there will be, 21,000,000
persons over 65 living in the United States
about thirteen per cent of the popula-

Their.medical. mental health and soclal
problems kave been discussed. In conclu-
sion, a brief comment on the economic
atatus ‘of the nation’s old.folks is. called

T .

Most of them do not have enough money
tve on. That is thé blunt fact. It lsn't’
Jaziness: it 1an't that these old folks have
been unpfoductive, Indeed, a thrifty, hard-
working man could have ‘saved for well
over three decades and still be in financial
trouble today.

Suppose you became 85 in 1943, that you
had begun to save money in 1914 and had.
retired in 1948, The increased cost of liv-
ing dollar will have taken its toll. Three
dollars accumulated in that 1914-48 period
will now buy only the equivalent of what
two dollars would have bought at the aver-

. age price level between 1914 and 1048

A third of the savings of the nation's
old folks has been wiped out\by the in-
creased cost of living. They neeq help. And

- what of those.who qould never get far
enough ahead u{-‘-w They need help.

N Few of themUreceive sufficlent’ funds
through old-age assistance and welfare

departments on their children or \lpa:/u

unofficial charity.
In Mecklenburg County, for instance,
money issued to old fdlks through the

THE CAROLINA DRAGON

'HOMAS L. HAMILTON, late of Augusta

and now of Leesville, 8.°C., quit being -
a grocer to become Grand Dragon of the
Assoclation of Carolina Klans.

No one outside a Klan knows exagtly
what a Grand Dragon is—whether he is
privileged to breathe fire fromi his, nose,
or, what—but it must be quite a thing.

¢ For instance, reporters wake you in the

wee hours of the morning and your pic-
tuze s iy all the papers. You get to travel
(‘I tra¥el” said Hamilton, “wbout 1500
miles a week doing this work”). You can
boast of an organization behind ' .you
(“We are thousands strdng,” the. Grand
Dragon declared).
And, after ail, it's comparatively edsy
to brush off the thinking people who
ei*her laugh at you or curse you, easy
when you know there's a long, picturesque
tradifion ‘of cross-burnirig and sheet-
. wearing and midnight flogging behind
you. 3
Yes, it's quite & thing to be a Grand
Dragon;. perhaps a Dragon has hide 50
tick h’ never thinks about whether it is
quite Christian to hold: that's man is to ~

Welfare Department averages only $28 per
month per person—hardly enough to pay
for food. Inevitably, such necessary items
as medical treatment, housing, clothing
must come from charity or children.

In Washington this week, there has been
considerable talk about an over-all $100-
a-month pension for all persons over 65
years ol@ Sen. Taft started it, indicating
that it would cost about $12000000,000
per year. He didn't seem at ali,pleased
with the huge cost, but seemed cbnvinced
that there is a need for aiding the oldster.
e added, furthermore, “If a steel worker
and a miner are to receive ($100-a-month
after 65), why not a molder or a walter?”

On Thursday, Sen. Ives, a New York Re-
publican, supported Taft's proposal for &
Congressional study of pensions for every-

y.

Sen. George of Georgla. an oldster him=
selt, will have the problem in his lap when
his Finance Gomimittee begins a ‘study of &
House-approved bill broadening the base
and increaxing soclal security benefits in
January. The House bil would bring
11,000,000 additional persons into the ranks
of those covered by Old Age and Suryivors
Insurance.

This wil be, of course, a step In the right
“direction. The question of whether the
$100-a-month pension plan will even be
achieved s at the moment shadowed by
Sen. Taft's $12.000.000.000 cost estimate.

Regardlest of what Congress does next
year, the old folks will s0on come into their
own. AS their numbers increase, their po-
litical power will Increase. Unless some
broader program for contributory security
devised, they may within a few years
have enough power to bring one of several
old-age plans, advocated by a number . of
vote-seekers, into being.

be condemned by the pigment of his skin
or whether it is quite in keeping with the
chureh's tradition of humility .to acclaim
yourself judge .and Jury over other re-
liglous groups.

In announcing that he had unified the
Klans of North Carolina and South Caro-
dina, the Grand Dragon was stepping &
bit beyond his lair; for, so far as we can
determine, the ' Negro-beating, Jew-bait-

ing, Cath ing secret order has only
one out)
tonla) afd that

in North Carolina (In Gas-
been very, very quiet
since it made the mistake of hul’nlm{ a
cross In an. editor's front yard.

Mr. Hamilton may have forgotten, too,
that the Klan lost its charter in North
Carolina in June, 1949, for falling to be-
have corrﬂ:lly in tax matters.

We. don't mind Mr. Hamilton having a
little' fun in the grandeur of his new
role, 50 long as he hurts no one: bit we
would like to suggest that, until North
Carolinians show some genuine desire to
take up the sheet and the flaming cross,
he keep the name of the Tar Heel State
out of his silly game.

[

WILL ®HE NEW LAW CONTROL? ‘

])m'.\rozs ~have come to "symbolize
malfunctioning of the farm stabilizas
t idea resulting i wastage of good Toud

in.a. hy world while the, consumer
pays in Hgh prices and high taxes.
*We welcome, thfrefore, Secretary Bran-

nan’s decision to, keep”the potato support
e at the lowest level permitted under
new law.

the
At s 90 per cent support level pota-

toes cost the government $369,000,000 in
th: la,tz three years—$11,000000 s0-far in
1948 at & 80.per cent level. Under the new
Andrnnn Gore ,Act, suppért for potatoes
can be put As low as 60 per cent of.“’parity”
(for corn, wheat, and other “basic” crops
than 80) to discourage surpluses.
¢ Branhan indicates that_ having
s and cut planting allotments for
ercial growers by Vs ‘per cent he has
done whai Iles within his power.

This flexible’ support provision, which
the new law borrowed from the Atken Act
for only a few’crops, it 1s hoped will help

 to stabilize farm income by maintaining
& rough price-times- volume  Jormuls. What
Department of Agricultire officlals fear

A it

is that even under the lowest legal price
supports -and acreage allotments, com-
mercial potato growers will continue to be
insured at a sufficiently high level so that
they ‘can pour “In ‘fértilizer and ,insecti-
cides and still come up with some huge
surpluses.

At any rate, the next potato crop.should
furnish the best index yet avatlable as to
the workability of the - flexible support
theory.

The President, the Cabinet, the Congreas
of the United States of America, the
wealthlest and most prosperous country on
Earth, confessing that they cannot carry
on the Government without having it go
deeperin debt by more than 5000 million
dollars in a year of peace, ought to resign
and give some hard-headed and hard-
fisted farmers and shopkeepers a chance
to run it.—Charleston (S. C.) News &
Courier.

As the war yarns grow taller and taller,

nnv-hl nr. bigger and generals smaller—
um KyJ) Leader.
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We Must Learn These Things

SENILITY-A Problem For All

Ry BOB MN
Charlatte Wil
(Last in A Serles -v Four Aricles)

Tﬂr. problem of our aging soclety is. our problem.
Tn 1800, only one~person In every 23 was 65 years
old ar older; in 30 years, experts predict, one person
Jn every ten will be 65 years old or older

AU the turn of the century, the old man or oid
woman was a garity, for, then Jife expectation wi

et At 40 years. -A walk down a city street today
will show a surprising percentage of “old folks, for
today's average length of life in 685 years
Boctely, hewever. has not taken nols of the
greatls increased life span, the ine mare
5 cent in the percentage of "ot Totks
our societffince 1

offen the old man, the old .woman are
shunted aside: too manv of us hold unconscloualv
to the cold, Malthusian doctrine that, since the aged
are wselew, they should depart st quickly and quietly
as possible to make way for youth.

But among our doctors, pevehiatrists and social
workers a new doctrine has arisen, joctrine based
on the belief that old age can be happy and that it s
our duty to mlle 0.

Summing up qse medical point ‘of view, Dr. How.

ard A Rusk. k" University sehabiitation
rectatint deciared Shehnily tha, chronte disease and
old: nge Is "America’s_ number one medical probiem

todny slowly adMwneing, nsidious. chronic epi=
demic. .. As the years progres, it will cense to be
an epidemic and become endemic (constantly pre-
sent), our self-created endemic of chronic disease

in’the.past_on the prevention of
must also concentrate on the earichment of life.”

How Can It Be Stopped?
JHOW can medicine and socléty achieve this enrich-

ment of 1ife? Through the techniques of physical
rehabilitation, vocational guidance, psychology, social
service and widespread knowledge.

" Boclety must learn that old Denlﬂl need purpose-
tivity. As Dr. Rusk pointed out:
ve worked ll!ldllv and Indllllllﬂ\l»-
y that respects dnly

The ending of abilits to 4y galnful work is
.a traedy: 1t symbolizes the end of independence ¢ ind
purpose in life.

Dr. 8. Bernard Wortis of New York has also com-
mented on society's dispesition to “put awav™ the old
folks and forget about them. Sajd Dr. Wortis:

~ deal society we should” demand for the
aged that theig activities should never be stopped
abrugitly, but changed in accordance with their ca-
pacities—for as jong ax the individual is alive, In
addition to food and love he needs the mporumlly to

both functioning and effective,*

In same (nstitutions for the aged. such & program
has already been put Into effect. Active patients are
avsigned to agiall tasks. some volunteer.for b for
which they feel qualified. mental institutions
and some “county homes” have Xe\mm the value of
activity among elderly patients,

Important to the elderly -man or woman who
lives with his or her children is the opportunity to
do something useful around the hotise—even if IU
18 only painting small oblects or darning socks, . Age
does not reconcile anyone to being & burden.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

“Hodson

. “The
hospitalization and nur

Pllrllwrmn" old folks who nre hrn"l\y anl;h
to move around do not enjoy being “house-bound”
Yet more often than not, there is no place for them
to go.

New York City has taken a long step toward
keeping old folks active and interested in staying alive.
Six community centers have been established there
for oll persans living alone.  Operated jointly , by
the City Department of Welfare, settlement_houses,
churches and  welfare agencles and other local
nelghborhood groups, they have proved to be im-
mensely succesaful.

A good examnle, as cited by Dr’ Rusk
Community - Center, organized in
the Welfare Department, which recognized’ the im-
portance of providing activity for old people who
lost the comfortable routine of the work-day.

AU first, the Center was opened for only a few
hours each day. Soon, however, the response became
#0 great that the Center remain 'n from 9 to
5 daily, with a special progr: of dancing and
movies on Saturday afternoon,

e old folks who attend the Hodson Community
Center run the place themselved under & self-gove
ernment program. Their activities include painting,
working at arts and crafts, visiting members,
editing of a mimeographed magazine, planning
monthly parties and arranging entertalnments,
card 1s sent to each member on his birthday.

The Center aleo has a visiting committee whicn
ealls on members who are sick at_home or who hata
been hospitalized.  Dr. Rusk péints out that the
sickness rate at the Center ia unusually low for such
an advanced age group.

The Cost Is Not Great
E total budget of the Center is' low, $20000 per
year—or approximately one dollar a week

Is the
by

/-

Marguls Childs -

Parts Are Mlssmg

PARIS, ‘Prance.
reconstruct the_econ-

complica!
At makes It all the
It is that some of the
Lssiny

study has just
which shows Western
efiélencies in trade with
of the world. The biggest
18 In trade with Eastern Fu-
Imports. from Eastern Eu-
have been rgfning at a rate
more than two bition dollars &
year less than the prewar level
This means that grain, wood, pe-
troleum, coal are not coming from
the narmal area of supply in any-
thing like the pre-1039 volume. As=~
& conaequence, Western Europe uses
dollars 1o buy these essential com-

ace nor
ntered Into lengthy trade

“negotiations with the Russiang seek-

ing certain riw materials, among
them petroleum, in return for
manufactured g

e deal un through, according
to ﬂnl report, because the Russians

wanted tankers in return for which .

they would deliyer several million
tons of petroleum.  But tankers
are high up on.the.secret list of

e 1t was compiled under the di-
tection of the National Security
Council in  Washington, it
bears the Prench and nnum stamp

ica will not be In the Wll-lnn of
dictating what Joversien Eutopean
nations ma; not ship to

. Rusia, and the satellites.

are doubts whether the curtain
countries can supply the commodi-
ties ht the West. The

olitical ukiearal taking place be-
hind the bll'l’k! serious
-economic disloc:

In ‘spite of uu Dmhlblllon en-
ddln

- forced by the list some

items are getting th "

Are sent 1o flems . Swiimerianay
., ZOTRL or whererer, -m

then afler they are transsl

oo/t these. lisas They, $0d Vg 30

Soviet Russia or a satellite; g'm-

Robert C. Rualk
Busline' For

SALT LAKE CIT¥

AMmchu airlines have just

barked on about the most

('-dlul change tn policy aince they

escaped Irom adventure’

into_generally mcpud tranapor-
tation practices.

v 7T American * Atriines

uled conch

to follow. Eastern.. 1
bellers, already, bas filed for pere

‘ e from x'x'?' “to
Lesser lines will be fnmﬂ o eut .
rates to stay in business,

I couts now $18T5, pn.. M
tax. to fly trom York
Y e saahiy e e
from New York to Los Angeles
The _newly, scheduled tlights will
fly the same distance for $110, plus
H per cent tax—just 4 -n;'n uie

over the advertised - $99 of the
non-scheduled lines. .
The seats will be a couple of

member. Membership starts at 60, but the average ° Inches narrower to 70 pas-

age of the members is 74. Summing up the suctess ~ BeDRers on -4 Instead of 50,

of the Center, Dr. Rusk sald: No meals will be served aloft There
will be few eles

Center has demanatrated that the need for
n an be reduced. de-
pendency lesseped and Ll Tson can continue
T raa, et diemitien, wef-teepecting fe,  POF
examnle, despite the large number-nf aged persons
who are committed to mental hosoitals, in the six-
vear histary of the Hodson Center, during which
they have had over 700 members, not a gle meme
ber hax ever been admitted to such an Institution.
Yet there s no peychintric acreening during intake™

Charlotts has attempted this _program on
smaller seale through the Par &
mission. A “Golden Years” club for
been  established at the
should prove to be useful to Charlaotte's aged

The recreation program. best exemplified in the
New York Community Center program, should be
emulated all over the_pation.

Many other concrete steps fust be taken tn
make the life of the elderly man and elderly woman
more pleasant=-more intelligenit treatment in mental
hospitals &nd In county homes, in nurfwig homes—
but moest important i this.

~ Each'of us must recognize the importance of

caring “for our rapidly aging population: each us

must learn that old folks require understanding and
sympathy.

We must Tearn hese things—for we are the old

folks of the next generntion.

tops— to
Chicago to New York. with 'fuel-
ing paute lsa or Kanss City.
Fiytng time wil be_ roughly the
same ia the regular top-rate-flights
of tod

DO, medium fast lour-n.qtntd
planes, will carry the new, coach
Joads until next Spring, when Amer- "~
fean intends to switeh to;the bigger,
faster DC-G. Whither one goeth,

. the*others must follow, 5 that &

year from now the man who wishes
to travel cheaply will be compet-
ing with his lusher, less crowded
brother in everything but seat space
and stewardess: attention.

The airlines have adopted this
departure fram U in an a
Htade of mingled emation, et ne
dominated by fear ana trembling.
Primarily designed to slit the throat
of independent, non-schaduled com-
petition, the price slash is r-.umrd
by some liner 83 8 tWo-edged wea)
which. may turn
boys in” the \Icmlly of
pocke

the big
the hip-

one arline man said, ™
my -uru the' little feliows mw

Admirals Can't Forget Louis Johnson /

now -

is true especially of ball bearings
and diamond dies,

How large the volumé of theés.
leaks Is N0 one seems to know, Ru=
tly

to
We are woefiilly weak on economie

portant, 1
telligenc i

While.the raw mate
nomic intelligence may 3o
“Washington, it s not p

di Or, to put it another
way, no wit) t au-
thority appraises the reporta that
come and then ‘essential
decisions.

ECONOMIC GHQ

What may be s sort
HQ. s grous’
or board might well be astached to
the security . Tt would have
broad to act within the
scope of n and_to
make a where

Anferiean suthority ended.

No one taday, for example,
y very sure knowl about the
effect of trade between . the
satellites and the West. Does 1t
ase their ry  potential

military  pot
more than It increases the military=

economic potential of the West:

n i’ GHQ with proper
authority able to snswer
that ques And 1f it were found
that a

Admittedly,
thuwuldbtdﬂnﬂdllnul“l
stepped on.

Such an economie GHQ would
constantly re-survey the seeret list.

we get fares built up,
to we can make A buck,
turn and start 3
?ﬂ'@'ﬂﬂh
- “Its all very well to say wu won't:
Jose much ‘of our regular to
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THILE Adm.
job of 'hlpp!n[ recalcitrant admirals on to the unifi-
eation team, m have never forgotten their firat
cénterance wh the new Secretary of Defe
The admirals had come into Louls .vm.umr. otfice to
brief him on' their budgetary needs,
solemn-faced recitation of how many ‘men theyrrequired in
cate of war, how much money, how many shipsards, how
many civillan workers in those shipyards.
Johrison lstened carefully. but finally interrupted
“Gentlemen.” he said e foflowed this, program we
would have: u Budget of filty billiosis for the Alone.
Purthermos no men ‘leftd for the other
services mu none for the ciilian needs of Ana. rest of the
country
[Johpson's voice was unruffied, eompletely friendly, but
dadisive),
“Yo are wasting my tine* he continued,
until you can come in, with a_reasonable pro-
'You've got to -co-otdinate with all the armed
ease get together ‘with them before you come

Sherman has been doing a valiant,

agal

Jn u\ulllly the ndmlu\ Johnson added that the- Alr
\h)ru or the Amiy cot made the same mistake of
ooting too high Bul. s afplomacy mlda no difference.
4‘h Navy_delegation filed oyt of his office

mereial airlines the rest of the way.

W trip wonvt be ax coatly aa hyving
ne to chauffeur him around;

il pay for his vacation

. Though
& private Al
taxpayers mus

Doctors Vs. Health Insurance

T LOOKS like the American Medical Association was head-

Ing back toward the dark ages. Most ple don't realize
1ttt in 1018 the AMA fook & much more enlightened view
of the nation’s health thl in its current all-out fight against
o lhlvlmml health program

ack In 1916, the ARMA'S House of Delegates .rm.uy yent

on Yl'nld a8 approving Government health insural
evenr passed a resolution submitted by their JIMk‘IlI rrllm‘ll
which referred to Government health Insurance as “one ol
the forces tending to human betterment”. Today the lan-
guage of that resolution wonld probably be regarded by the

AMA as downright dangerous to the American way of life.

In contrast tn this Ll ement for human bet-
terment, here is what the AMA staté editorially thmu‘n "l"
New York State Journal of Medicine on Aug. 15, 1943, a!
preserving human life:

‘We teadily admit that under it (the nrrwnt system) &
certain number of eases of early tuberculosis and cancer, for
example, may g0 undetected. I it not better that a few such
should perish than that the majority of the population should

TON  column, he t go- ided that W 7,000,000 persons at Demos
fng and Congressman Pugata agreed to take & ml-rly. cratle railee. 4o “about 15,000,000 people saw me” during
 scheduled military transport plane to Panama, then fly corls- campalgn. Like & rum

pub
and he Mﬂﬂlkﬂ lhl{ about 600000 men,
children greeted
Minneapolis.
“My St. Paul audiefice was one of the most. mm
* said the President. “Bill Hassett (White -
t to bottle it
take it along with us’
John R. Poley, president.

and DonJun!

o v
“I work my staff hard.” grinned the President.

an‘tal News Capsules

on his recent. mpwuhul-u

furious. They have never forgotten Juhnloﬂ and probably
never will,
Air Junket Spoiled

POLOGIES to-Congressmen Victor Wickersham of Qkla-
1t looks as if this

homa and* Tonr Pugate of Virginia.

be ancouraged on every occazion to run sniveling to the doc-
tor>

Truman’s Whistle Stops

who fought re_more mpor
political differences, the Amvets®are urging Stalin, Amu
President Truman. has already

by the Amvats. Invlungl)wm to come to
in

‘ashington
uulumuﬂnuu

column has spoiled their, air junket through South America.
Everything was all set for these two |rnuem¢n 10 take &
private A¥ rnm plane from counti

rine & had even

to country through

. In faet, Chairman Schuyler BIIM of the "
riés Committes ;

the interest of national detrnu

BABY-KISSING may be out of date, but the old-fashioned
h-nu-n-ke nnn pavs off In an election eampaign, ac-
crxdmc . Triman, He even clied statie;
fiex ta prove m. mlm i n rmt chat with District of
Onl“mbll Young Democrat
Mmmmmnmmummmwmu
President 'recal “Mrs. Truman

this if they were to get a free plane.
once thelr

unutphnawnupoudhum

lled.
mm hands. at_homé; but 1 shook &
uring my campaign




