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CONFESSIbNS OF A COURT JESTER

T glamorois and gilded gladiator,
Major-General Harry Vaughan, s
quoted by reliable journals as haying told
Jeaders of Washington veterans organiza-
tions this'week that:
considersd 1n very many clrcles un-
nu:rm sure. x‘n“::nunu to, be un-
There are only two people I have
My, Truman and Mrs. Vaughan.
‘various

'

The General's candor is refreshing in
this day of pretension and perfidy. And,
in a way, we rather envy the utter gim-
plicity of his assignment. It's & good geal
softer- than the jobs most of us have
this troubled world, jobs which bring us
rewards considerably less bountiful than
the General gets for titillating the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Vaughan.

We had understood all along that was

in life, But we were enlight-

ened by a couple of other things which
happened at the luncheon in his honor,
and we'll pass them along for what they're
worth. # .

First, the measure of obelsance and
hypoerisy of those who depend upon high-
Jevel Washington apple polishing to curry
special dispensations has never been more

crassly displayed than in the introduction
of General Vaughan as a man “who %0
richly deserves such an honor. . & great
man” Author for “that oversiatement,
which will surely. cop the year's prise,
was Harold Keats, past com-
mander of the. American Veterans ‘of
‘World War I %

Becondly, General Vaughan's Insist~
ence that he hadn't been 2 bad boy at all
but was merely Interested in.trying to
whack through Washington'red tape was
Interesting. S
ericountersd, it not with the head

en

calls ‘outside
If we read that right, we gather that
the higher-ups are shrewd enough to sub-

_mit to General Vaughan's advances and

that it's down In the lower echelons that
you-find people with the naive idea that
governmental processes shouldn't be sub-
orned by influential outsiders, not even
those whose splendorous attire marks

his ownedisdain for the ethics of a democ-
racy.

DODGING THE CONSTITUTION

the Supreme Court upholds Judge

‘Bobbitt's ruling on the rural police
fund, {t will throw County finances into &
pretty tangle. That's unfortunate. But It
would be more unfortunate to continue
Jevying taxes in an lllegal fashlon. -

County Governments are limited by the
Constitution to-a tax levy of 15 cents on
the -$100 valuation for general fund ex-
penditures, presumably to' hold them in
check and protect the people agalnst ex-
cessive taxation.

Past Geneyal Assemblles have, how-
ever, evaded this limitation by authorizing
special budget funds. Some of them are
obviously for special purposes, -such as
the Mecklenburg poor fund, sanatorium
fund, library fund, welfare administration
and school funds. But the Southern Rail-
road atorneys argued that the police ser-
vice is & general function which belongs
in the general fund, and Judge Bobbitt

The 15-cent limitation is patently un-
realistic in this day of increasing costs
of government and decreasing walue of

DOOMED TO FAILURE

OVERNOR SCOTT'S session with lo-

cal law_enforcement officers yester-
day went Off about as expected. He
showed them figures on tie enormous
volume of bootlegging In dry counties,
clted® the power and arrogance of those
who ‘ply the trade, called on the
officers to do their utmost to stamp out
the llegal traffic.

The meeting may do wome good. We
hope so. Every county in Nortly Carolina
that decides via the Dallot to retain the
discredited standard of America’s Era of
Wishful Thinking has the right to expect
some semblance of conformity to the law.

When all's said and done, however, no
amount of needling from rnor Scott
or any other State offfeial going to
stir local officers to action against the
bootleggers unless. the people of thelr
home communities demand, and co-oper-
ate with, full enforcement.

From The Roleigh News & Observ

- Jocal d

the dollar. Last Fall the people of North
Carolina rejected & constitutional amend-
ment to lift the limit from 15 cents to 25
cents, probably because they didn't under-
stand what It was all about.

Bqueezed by the restriction, the Meck-
lenburg County Commissioners asked the

ation to'introduce a bill at the

1040 General Assembly setting up. elght
new special funds to absorb such services
25 the farm agent and home demonst:
tion offices, county accountant’s and
county auditor's offices, forest fire ward-
ens, election expenses, quadrennial re-
valuation costs, and public health centers.
These would have added up to a total
of 48 cents, and would have amounted to
a wholesale evasion of the constitutional
limitation. The delegation decided not to
push the measure after introducing it,
and let it die with the end of the session.

There is no doubt that the 15-cent limit
is totally inadequate for County general
services ‘%oday. It is essentlal, however,
that the impasse be solved by legal means
and not by evasion.

v

-
They will not demand it, 'of course, be-
cause the people who buy whisky from
bootleggers would ‘also be snared in any
all-out drive agalnst the peddlers. Few.
local officers could afford to expose 30
many red faces to public scrutiny.
_We haye sald before, and we repeat it
at the risk of becoming wearisome, that
Prohibition will never prohibit until, by
education, liquor is made unpalatable and
until, by practice, its use becomes soclally
unaeceptable. 3 2 2
‘Too many people are content to have a
dry law on the books 50 long as they have
alcohol In their buffet. If — and this taxes

the imagination — you could ever really _

enforce a bone-dry Prohibition: statute. in
any place in North Carolina, you would

soon see the people rebel against it and

remove it from the books.
Governor Scott’s effort is laudable.' But
it won't work. -

CURIOUS REASONING

'I‘ﬂ‘ action of the State Utllities Com-
,mission In delaying approval of a

request by rallroads to reduce freight
rates on petroleum products is a strange
action.

‘The
similar action by the Interstate Commerce
Commission, but did not state what rea-
soning moved the federal commission. In
its own action, however, the
State regulatory body resorted to reason-
ing as curious as the action itself. It was

commission cited the precedent of .

Theye are two ways of malntaining
“balance.” One is by lowering rates, the
other by Increasing rates. For once, the
rallronds seem more awarfe of the first
way than & body created to protect the
public. The rallroads' offer should have
been met with open:arms, not with a

frown. Perhaps the State Utllity Com- °

mission was caught by surprise. If so, it
should recover and realize that the fact
that a proposed rate “benefits the public™
is not sufficlent ground for opposing the

stated that the commission desired to in- “rate. it
vestigate the ‘question of “whether the
reduction would benefit thé public suffi-
clently to warrant altering the balance
between rall and truck service."

This reasoning implies, that there is
something sacred about a high rate,
against which “benefit to the public” is
& negligible matter scarcely worth mon-
sidering. The rallroads, in recent
have flocked to state and federal com-
missions with a request for higher rates.
Most of these requests have been granted

None of the people who used to' have to
fill a fountain pen with. a medicine
dropper are found among those who do
not belleve the world is now a better place
than it used to be—Memphis (Tenn).Com-
mercial-Appeal, }

Pome in Which a Word Of Consolation
Is Uttered In Behalf of the Bald:
Men without hatr

promptly.

Now the raliroads present their first —_
fmportant request for a decrease in a
long time. They are told, tentatively, at

‘ least that they must keepdtheir rates
higher than truck rateg, no matter how
high those rates may be.

There is certainly. nothing sacred about
a “balance” based on rates which even

_ those charging them say arc too high.
1f “the “bs ce” is so important, it can 40\“ will plek up after ftself in the.Fall
be maintafned by the trucks meeting any Of the year. . ’ i,
decrease made by the rallroads. —Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial-Appeal

‘The request of the railroads should be o

- granted and if the new Tates are out-of  Press dispaiches tell us that a U. 8. Con-

.~ line with those charged on other com- gressman lost his pants and $5,000 in cash
:m those rates should be lowesed on a'trai trip'in Spain. What else could

2

he- expect from cuddling up %0 Franco?

/D_ :

‘suppose 8id McMath uses the phone
more than any other governor. One ad-
vantage is that it's the easlest way to talk
to people who are mad. —Little Rock Ar-
kansas Gazette™ .

Another thing badly needed is a tree

/
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4 WASHINGTON  nearly $4000000 more fhen ihe
P Smmadiabe reeuity of the de- mount appropristed for’ royalty.
valuation of the British pound ‘Thess facts probably will nob
and the currencies of the rest of _alter the opinion of some of my
Europs can be seen in the . more vociferous correspondents. The
ment store advertisements. - following is typleal:
announce price reductions on chins,  “I think # & very much our
gloves, woolens — the specialties business inasmuch as we are asked |
that Britain and ‘Burope’ want (0 (o pay a Yery.large part of the
send into this country in ordert0  amount spent by royalty in addi
earn more dollars. +tion to the billions we are giving
made. in Tas” couniey: The made . bosmmaes. thet sothing "ther. do e
facturers of woolens and_ china our Dusiness ®
ave: poweriu ta in Washe  Trat happens, of course, to be -
mnhm“mmm incorrect, American dollars do NOT
Congress itaell. g0 to pay internal costs of the
The new competition idl price may. | British ‘government, -They go pri-
Mu:ﬂﬂ‘h-m:'umv- marily to pay.for the. importation
-European aid. which  ni; England of food and raw ma-
S0 that ‘he can 'compets in the un.mu:“m‘:nn:hw
market. It Is — 100 workers and their families alive and
easy — lo assume that Russias healthy. I suppose that if the mem-
atomic his swepl. &WAY. . berg of the British royal family ever
all this opposition_and thal NOW. - foumd themselves-out of jobs.’ they
Congrés will unhesl-  could retire to one or the otHer of
tatingly stand up and do their duty ths farms they own and live more
In the face of the threat to civili  comfortably (nan most of their
zation. ' countrymen. 3
Self-Interest_is not so readily set. . o ot
aside even’in the face of the.dic- e corfespondant, . who _took
e er helining logic. And Pains‘to polnt out his Irish name,
the same thing Is true of prejudice, < SXPressed indignation that = any
able number of letters ~American should presume t ques-
have come to me commenfing on - Lon the .cost ‘of Britain's royal
the statemént in this space that M. ai.l :
whatever the British pald to main- ~In many Americans, even though
tain their royal f; It was mo We don't admit it, there is & sneak~
business of ours. ing admiration, perhaps even envy,
Incidentally, in another column for the pomp and circumstance of
I did not give the whoie the  days - when Britain’s - royal
on the cost of British royalty, family rides in splendor through
it is true that the government in London's. streets. As one Britisher
London appropriates for the royal Wryly pointed out, the number. of
household and various members of = American tourists gathersd every
the royal family $2,188,000, this is mmm&u, Bugking-
made up for many times over in ham Palace in t season ,
revenue from the royal estates. should persuade the film companies
The House of-Windsor has great to provide a subsidy for royalty.
inherited wealth, much of it put  In & time of swift and kaleido-
togetllpr by ahrewd, canny Queen - scopic change, the ancient. symbols
| Victoris. Under an sgreement be- even though they may have lost
. freen the government and ihe much of their old meaning. sive
PrrT—— o Tevenue  sense of cont and of -
mu.:-‘:.‘: goes into the British treasury, tality - of tonal s valies Do
] his includes the income returned . self - interest In & highly competi-
The Battle Of Wash ington i Wauslly goss.te (e Brince of Wakeh Tae. peclan e She seain.
. ‘As there is today no Prince of feels that the taxes he pays are
Issue Of The Atomic Blit e T e SRS SR
year 1947-48 is likely to do all he can
e omic - nz the government got from the erown hmmlml"l’lﬂﬂvhm
By HANSON W. BALDWIN “Here 1s no short-cut, no cheap, no easy way o
. (In The New York Times) , win & war. We must Tealiz¢ that the best way to
WASHINGTON  ¥in & future war is t6 prevent it. We must Robert C. Ruark
that the threat of instant atomic retaliation will Not e
GREAT drama Is being played these days ©  prevent it and may even invite it. We must realise ) .
A gtandee audiences. in the old House Office Butld-  that we cannot gamble that the atom blita of angihi- s
ing up on Capitol Hill, Iation will even win & war. We must realize if war ia rni
In the crowded h room of the House Armed  forced upon us, we must win it, and win it in such & . ¥ >
Bervices Committee, where hearings into the B-38  yway that it can be followed by a stable, livable peace.” .
and ancillary matters have been resumed, the Navy atomic-blitz theory of war is militarily un~ * NEW Y¢ an ' undercover continuation of
feels it Is fighting for its life. In sharp and out-  ound, and politically and morally wrong, the Navy UNG'LI s this service  dogfight, with~ top
» s, Which come have called the Iast  nolds: It would nqt guarantee victory, might well lead into the Alr Porce- emphasis on brother battling broth-
stand of the-admirals.” the Navy has challenged tha o defeat, and in any case the atomic bombing of Navy squabble with the plea” for er. to the neglect of ‘the over-all
Alr Force strateglc concept of “intercontinental” targets from 40,000 feet, which is the only kind of ear on the that defense effort. What can damage
atomic bombing and has scored the Alr Force's pet  bombing the B-36 coul ), could only result in the pul airing of the the security of the U. 8. is an un-
plane. the huge Convar B-3, as “a billon-collst  destruction of enemy cities, not precise military tar- the natlon's position In world af- derstressed Navy or Army,
blunder. gets, and In the killing of thousands of noncombate  fairs at & “critical mo: in his. ~ In & corner, and an mm
But' the heart of the issue, now being officially ants”and untold devastation. " This is the stock comment Alr Force, crowing in another. -
debated for the first time in open forum. Is of far is not only morally wrong — and it should  when any sort of upper-case ex-  Many & Congressional hearing
ettt dolle Mool B FLIL T o K LRl O ‘military, whéther .swats at gnats while the bumards
A 4 3 terest in morality as applied to stral ~ trial- n
3¢ — ome that. wil profoundly influence, 1o MANEE secms Dewlound - buk Weuld create R WICDTOMS:  Mersr or o Ialer-ea e Ty . ontion e e e nolay
how,decided, the lives of this and of succeeding gen-  devastation ,that regardiess of the war,  that finally into the " and nothing® decided.
erations. everyone would lose the peace, e S oy,
That 1s whether or not we should deliberate- - e And I find it geerally a mean. 90 often a_hardbolled, double-bar-
Iy plan énd prepare to engage In the a - Alr Porce rebuttal to these contentions has not . \ngiess sssertion, albelt » comforta- . Teled probe dose clear some aif and
bardment of enemy cities in case of war. et presented: ‘only & few of ‘& schedulea - bie shield tofduck behind when the Joe turn up some dead dogs and
“The big problem you have to deiermine Ad- iwenty-three naval witnesscs have. testiied, and 1 SO geta a litle gooey for one doss Scnftibule fo the public weal.
miral ord, in Chief of the  seems likely. unless the House committee throws up Sah gr; the/other? This present probe of the B3
Pacific Pleet, told the committee last week, “is Wheth-  {tx hands, in futility, that facets of these Oh, no, the quote plways and the animosities between  the
er or not you approve of the strategic-bombing atomic  arguments will be under debate for many days of We mustn't talk about it or .Q“..‘. two warring services could be ons
bllts” theory of war. And he added, in answer 10 & even weeks. it or prove anything one way or Of the latter kinds, and should
question: Bome of the Navy's contentians about the B-36 —  the other. We mustn't acare the 1f the B-36 is not the all-
“T don't think the. Alr Force is trying. to take . now earmarked as the spearhead of an atomic blits  taxpayers with too much revelation '-:Edum-rmw.x
wnml«.mZﬂlklva&hh* they are trying 10 — seem to this observer to be open to considerable ~for 'thelr silly littie skulls to handle. = 0 1t now, not later. 1t 't
L e . argument, and the Navy undoubtedly will get that * We musn't tip our mitt. to the the Russians know it already: if it
e . argument.from the Air Force. Specifically, the Navy's  Russians and we musta't let the lit- i 20 harm has been done by scrut-
Tm‘- o-paints’ are not unrelated. The strength  minimization of range as a major factor in any  tle nations suspect that big old INiHng’it in the open.
of the Navy's alr arm and the capabllities and  weapon seems . Although the Navy may tough us is confused like everybody 1f the Nayy has been deliberately
numbers ‘of B-36 bombers the Alr Force s well be right in its cogtention that unescorted bom= else.’Cover it up. Smothes it. Let's *sabotaged in the Pentagon, in a cai-
otvioally are S Iportancs in e determination of bers would have & rough time In any future conflict,  keep all our secrets the . loused grab for power, now would
s g > ypes, eir presentation, so far, ignored the fact that Congress and its wives the gen-  be the time to know i
the weapons we develop and acquire during peace-  all the bistory. erial warfare shows tha . morrow. gpeand A
time tnevitably will help o set the strategic pattern  bombers will always get through, partioularly at e T e o c'mxlyx o .mu‘“"m’ o
cfngrmmrvw. start of any war when the defense is not well Organ-  come 6ut plecemeal in the gossip and supplies, and not ax an offen.
Teason the B-36, although It has figured  zed, and bombers that get through with the atomic  columns, P Rive arm, now is the. time to tars
and will in the testimony of nearly every wit- even If numbered In two figures, are & sericus SRR e o
Lo war b v Habh i i ead pemtaer, . e o the s i enenrnteca
war we fight There are other i o . but can oa
What Kindof sirateqy Wil ive us maximum  lenged, but ibe Navy, neteriielem, has presented 5  DOTCr, yecall b belng ' right o DoMs and ships and landiog eralt
sscurity? bosegy ‘the atomis bombardment of ~ Provable. Washington being, as If it takes six mooths o sweat
t are our national objectives? In otNer cities. Its case is all the stronger today than ft would  $YeT & seething snAkeplt of spies his one into 3 clear plcture, it
words, what kind of world do we want after any  have been a few weeks ago because of President Tru- and gossips and undercover opera- ~ Worth it, and it should have been
future war we may have to fight? man's announcement of an “atomic in | ton, nothing is . truly secret ' done at the outsst of this feudin’
— are basic issues, the terrible issues Russia; when two can play at throwing atom bombs  but 18 only labeled The stuff  and fightin’ that has sapped vital.
with which the commt acd, lssues in Which  about, there may well be less enthusiasm for the idea  We keep from press and public is Ity from’the American inilitary
the public s vitally interasted, for it is always the in our own body politic. common cocktall talk among .the muscle. No matter who it embare
public, the common man. ¥ho will have to do tne The Navy, too, probably ean find certain aid ana  forelgn powers, any of which is at Tasses, and Do matter what private
suffering and the dying if war comes. comfort 15 a highly secret report, called thé “Harmon liberty o use It for propaganda. ambitions are scrapped, I would
- Al Report”, so-named for the Air Porce general who Just how an honest and op:n like this to be the big blow-off
8 A result of Admiral Radford's* testimony, thera  headed an investigation of the effectiveness of &  Appralsal of the  Navy-Air Force and the final gettiement of whats
inning o be in the committee a realiza-  possible atoinic blitz. The report has nev pub-  fuss, which has been running .Worth what, and what aln't.
tion of the vast issues involved. The Navy's stand, lished: its.contents are a closely guarded secret, and y for four years, to the func-  Qld Sen. Connolly has
a5 50 far expressed, ls simple. Admiral Radford put it has not yet been uced in ‘commit tional detriment ‘of both services, hair and.a charming mm
1 sucetnetlyt discussions, although 1t may well be. It Is tnder-  can “weaken® the Unlted States 4 Georgetown fea fights, but nes off
tegic bombing should be & primary role of  stood that the general supports the ideas Cloar. What can weakin  wrong about the siring I
Alr Force. However, the UNited States is not of Admiral Radlord — that an atomic blits again. ter con s Ll o
sound in relying on the so-called ‘strategic’ bombing  enemy cities would not be a militarily effectivo bt B LG
concept to its present extent. This concept is symbo-  strategy. 80 et T8 my g
ised by the B-36 delivering the atom biltz. In the In any case. at last and long overdue. the nay poied since. the e :‘Px
minds our c ns, lacious concept prom- . tion in open fo pond concel g
ises a short-cut to victory. lnma-t:ua'ur:mh g Sgposivably “wik the - Bant ens. for
»
e Senate Leader L Bl Bark
Merry-Go-Round - eader Lucas blasts Bar ey
WASHINGTON Since then. some admirals have tried to cold-shouider taxpayer —/bu sers rolled so badly
T HAS been kept out of thebapers, but sparks have Denfeld. accused him of transferring Adm. Arthur Radford interfered with qu‘: apolied Dot eny & >
been flying between two of President Truman's m out to the Pacific because he had Deen & contender for  cracked craisers but to all of them. Thes mag te b Fiieg
Congressional rs — Vice-President Barkl Denfeld’s job—an accusation completely untrue. with biige keels and rolling tanks, hY
and Majority Leader Scott Lucas of Illinols. Rows_like: the present, flare-up are not unusual in the .
Things came to & head when the Vice-President, calies  Navy, and the ‘situstion between Admirais Radtord and  Battle Of Graf Spee
upon to settle a tle, voted for rigid 89 per cent support _Denfeld is not unlike a"similar Navy fracas which harvested ¥
of parity farm prices wl the Administration opposed. Just as many headlines back in the Hoover Administration. JPUT, !t Was not unt) the battie of the Graf Spee that
Benator Lucas,. faced with defeat, lashied out st Barkley It fllustrates the unfortunate fact that the admirals fre- Admiral Pratt, whose latter years were made miserable
privately in language unprintable in & fumily newspaper.  Quently put thelr judgment shead of their commander-in- bY his fellow admials. was completely vindicated: In this
Qe " famed battle off the River Plate, the British Navy with

was not present during this tirade. which was
meant for private ears. But word of it got k him
and it won't help relations between the two men who are

the h the Senate.

Navy today is probably

At that time, the admirals, who always worship bigness,
were bent on building a lot of 10,000-ton, znt?m’g.m
te

crulgers, and refused to go_al Secretary
on s treaty of limitation. Spearhead of the Navy
attack against St was Adm. Hilary
I Radford of his day,

But siding with the same chief
of naval operations job which Admiral Denfeld occuples to-
day, was Adm. . Pratt. believed that smaller
cruisers with six-inch guns\could fire faster, and were more

effective at close range or at night.

But because he held these views Rratt was. almost
ostracized from the Navy. For a time his fellow admirals
would not speak to him. And when he retired as chief
m'l:'wnum, almost no one was on hand to see him

The Admirals Leak .
8 TODAY, the admirals arranged a series of “leaks”,
threatened the resignation of Admiral
also, various

Ly

small. fast-moving six-inch-gun cruisers
victorious over - the
eight-inch guns.

every other admiral
small cruiser, was proved right.
And fact e

§

was
10000-ton German cruiser earrying

‘What Admiral Pratt had argued In the face of almost
the speed and mobllity of the

\



