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STATE SAFETY LAWS ARE WORKING

I8 only natural that the initial trial
period of any new law shotld reveal
certain shortcomings and defects, both in
the law itself and in the enforcement
thereof. And it was to be ted in the
case of such a radical departure from past
practices as the State’s motor vehicle in-
' spection and driver's license re-examina~
tion laws. 2
Many motorists who have been incon-
venlenced or irritated by the laws have
complained loudly, and there is consider-
able agitation for changing them or abol-
ishing them altogether.

Before the House is & measure which
would cut the heart out of the driver ex-
amination law by eliminating the re-exam-
ination every four years of each person

! who holds a driver’s license.

! Before the Senate is a bill which would

' Mnﬂ the number of mandatory vehicle
from two times a year to one.

No one, 5o far as we know, contends the
laws are perfect, and the Senate measure,
for example, would probably be agreeable
to Motor Vehicle Commissioner L. C. Ros-
ser. But the Genera! Assembly will be act-

. ing wisely, and in the best Interests of the

+ Btate, If It exercises great caution in
amending the liwa 30 a3 to make certain
| they are not muﬂlny -u.kened

dual law is bned on the fact that

high accidents are due largely to

+ (1) the human element or (2) the vehicle
itself, and that safety requires that both

i
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of almost 23 per cent In the number of ve-
hicles, and & corresponding increase in
travel.

Mr. Rosser also reported that the total
decrun In traffic fatalities for the entire
nation for the first eleven months of 1948
‘was 356. It Is estimated that the figure for
the full year will be about 300 below 1947—
and about one-third of these lives were
saved in North Carolina alone,

v e e

F course, thé vehicle inspection and
driver re-examination requirements
are not solely responsible for this record.
The 1947 General Asgembly also passed a
financial responsibility act, provided for a
doubling of the State Highway Patrol, and
set up stiffer penalties for traffic viola-
tions. They have all added together to
make the average driver a great deal more
consclous of traffic safety which is the
only long range answer to the problem. (A
reduction in license revocation for drunk
driving from 9,059 in 1947 to 8453 in 1048

reflects this consclousness.)

the vehicle
quirement has shown merit of its own:
In 1948, 104 fatal accidents were definitely
attributable to one or more mechanical de-

fects.

In 147, only 88 were caused by mechanical
defects. >

In 1948, only 33 were caused by defects.

The importance of correcting such me-
chanical flaws 1s shown by the fact that of
765,409 vehicles inspected in 1048, 59 per
cent were rejected on the first examina-
tion. Forty-foyr per cent of these had de-
fective lighting, 22 per cent bad brakes, 14
per cent poor steering or wheel alignment,
and 20 per cent miscellaneous defects.
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VIEW of this evidence, the General
Assembly could well afford to keep in-
tact the full framework of the law while
improving the minor provisions of its ad-
ministration so as to make it as convenlent
and painless as possible for drivers to com-

ply.

But the Assembly should constantly keep
in mind the praise heaped on the State by
the Natlonal Safety Council which de-
scribed the N. C. program as “one of the
most ambitious and progressive safety
plans ever undertaken by any Stats

';HANDLING JUVENILE DELINQUENTS =~

FEEL, along with Dr. Wiley B.
Sanders, author of “Juvenile Courts

in North Carolina”, that while there are
some good things about North Carolina’s
Juvenile court there are also some

recommendations to do away ‘with
printed elsewhere on

IN ACCORDANCE WITH

execution of James R. Oreech for

the murder of his wife was in accord-

ance with the law of capital t

! which requires & man to forfeit his life if

; he is found gullty of premeditated, willful
murder.

Governor Scott was entirely correct in
refusing to intervene at the last moment
by

through institutes, conferences and courses
offered In schools of soclal work and law
schools, as well & through an “in-service”
training program. For the sake of the chil-
dren of North Carolina it is to be hoped
that such training will be made available.

Just as the need for training judges is
obvlous, 50 is it clear that children should
not be kept In jalls. The rchological ef-
fect 13 disastrous; in jall &/child feels hated
by soclety, by the juvenile court judge, by
the failer — and in t he hates. More-
over, food in most North Carolina jails is
not of the most nourishing sort. And often
only one or two meals are served per day,
thus Injuring the child's health as well as

Sanders
s there 1s one child in jall, there is & basis
for protest.

Whipping of juvenile delinquents will, of
course, solve nothing. It will, instead, make
the child bitter, angry, resentful. The truth
1s clear> a child can commit no crime for

‘Leave Us Face It

People’s PI;tform

N. C. Parole System Described

RALEIGH

Editors, Trr New:

ECAUSE recent articles and editorials in your

paper and in several other of the papers of
this State have questioned parole policy, procedure,
and methods, T felt tmpelled to write you & word of
explana

T u our feeling that a lot of the misunderstand-
ing in regard to parole on the part of the publio
arises from an erroneous feeling that whike the trial
and sentencing of a prisoner is done according to
his release on parole s -mmuz Jegal sanction; nd
that while uu lenzth of sent t by law, the
the release of soner wpr an abuse of d!
cretion on the part of the overner and the Farols

Office.
iy,

Actually in most instances. within certaln lim}
tions, a trial Judge will hav ieal of discre-
tion in regard to Jength of rertence,  The s
stitution that provides for the courts likewise

ipon ernor of North Carolina the power and
duty to exercise executive clemency, The same body
of statutes that sets the terms of punishment also

nds that the case of every man in shall
be considered when he has served one-fourth of his
sentence.

It has always been our feeling that- the courts,
the p and parole were all parts of our
system of criminal justice and that each has an im-
Portant duty to perform in this system of criminal
fustice. The parole office is the investigating a

ding agency In clemency matters for the

Chief Executive. The cases of all men in prison,
with the exception of short term are
brought up for automatc review for regulsr,
This i done

the prisoner has family or friends,
or whether or not counsel is employed. Short term
cases are also investigated when brought to our at-
tention and they can be brought to our attention by
e prisoner 11,

COMPLETE INFORMATION SOUGHT

During the course of this Investigation all possible
nformation concerning the prisoner and the crime he
committed 1s solicited patnstakingly
ception the ovﬂllml of the
action should be uken l.l alwa

an habitual criminal and & danger to the social groun,
It is our fuluu that, for the no-t p-rt. Judges, so-

was & positive economic contribution to the welfars
of the state.

In addition, there was the more important con-
tribution of human values like pride and self-respect
and other attributes of good citizenship. Of the per-
centage tat fall, only & amall proportion commiy
another crime, and in many {nstances the crime com-

office before they had an opportuni| an-
other crime or in any way injure the socisl group.
After all, we & who have

already shown maladjustment, The fallure of some
ia inevitable. flling to accept

arole
the responaibllity for its mistakes; th'!‘ur‘ we do not
feel that we should be rﬂllllnd to shoulder the burden
of gil the mistakes mnde in our system of criminal

lce and_ the burden of the mistakes made by
foclety {teelf.

We are firmly of the opinion that an ovrrﬂlnll
for the great number who sucoreded on parol Aholll;
small number tn whom our faith was misplaced.
all, soclety In order to obtain the good from pcmlu
ought to be willing to assume the Incident risk.
CONSEQUENCES OF CRIME

Orime is at this time on the increase in North
Carolina and in the nation. and we redlise

that a sen-

1 occasions so
the public that there is & reaction against all efforts st
uman rehsbilitation. We, -

econom!
Invite dln eonnqnencu and increase
diminish this scourge of crime.”
Every action of this office is & matter al publie
record. Notice of contemplated action always
given to both press and public. The nuonl behine

rather than

‘A Book Review
Young Delinquents

By M SAIN
arioite N Staff Writer
SOMETHING about kids in trouble hu always brought out the hears
of the public and for this reason publishers and writers have found
& ready-made market for articles lnd books dealing with juvenile
delinquency.

In an lﬂnrt o give the p\lblle what it wants, writers have foo often
been gullty allable J

there is &

has

av
delinguency, u-wm o reader T vith the tmpresion
Juvenile crime wave sweeping the he nation, While this
done a lot to correct the social disorder that causes children o break
the law and has udod in cumm.uh: nm' ot the evils of the reform
school system—It is based on false on.

Juvenile delinquency o a.mu.m. x growing. Pewer kids are
being haled before the courts in North Carolina. Pewer are entering
training achools. Of course there is no radical cut-down in misbehavior
by kids—fust the séme gradual decrease that has been going on for
some time now. /

It 1s unfortunate thad the public has become penicked by to

for yi low it s generation of “flaming
youl

‘To combat this
o{ yllvmﬂl dluw in the United ites. A

Sanders Book Well Documented
VOR'I‘H CAROLINA is fortunate to have such s statistical survey.

ers
this state a carefully documented, extremely valuable survey of “Juvenils
Courts in North Carolina”.

Dr. Sanders set himself the massive task of reviéwing every fuvenile
court case on record from July 1, “ﬂh-mnon 1044 Wb'nllh-
llh'd hn had file cards for 72,000

epared tables wnhovhmv the kids were; the ratio in de-
llnqu-nty between boys and girls: how many delinquents were whits,
how many colore what whether
*“broken homes”: what disposition was made of them.

“Juvenile Courts” is a long an dmﬂlmﬂlmu-'d
“tistics, dry if you accept them merely as figures, but inf
if you remember that for every court case there was

‘what

trouble—bad trouble,

re Negroes

ntuur fmn'um or fifteen yur- old; tho

ceny but there are cases of robbery, ),

crimes against nature: about half the Ehlld.l’!l‘l come from “broken homes™
where the parents are

i3 illegitimate: most chil

behlvlor" while about sixteen per cent were placed In institutions.

One learns,
in sixty or more counties in the tei
number of delinquency cases per m
I

‘Wilmington, f 3 between fifteen and 28 cases per
month. In the domestic relations and juvenile court in Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County there were 8509 cases Involving children in the
ten year period.

(The combined Meckle: -Charlotte court fares well at the hands
of Dr. Sanders, by the way. It seems, by comparison, efficlent and in-
telligently directed.)

There Are Bad Aspects, Too

There are some shocking and saddening in this book.
Children in fails, for instance. Thrown into county jalls, city jock=
ups to mingle thieves, prostitutes. In 1044,

varying periods of um.
were, doul
againat the law o ml children.

‘The State is committing & greater

infrgction of the law in jalling the child than the delinquent himself.
In many cases during the past ten years, the court reord of dis-
position of cases resd “whij lom-unmuwmmmu.
Sometimen he -|mp|y eondoned 1 upon muggestion of the enfid's par~
enta. children were vpod befors the court. “The
'himzlnx or n-nnqumw' says Dr. Bandare, “hss o plsse gur civil-
'nuhook reveals that few judges of juvenile courts have had
legal training or previous experience in social work. In most eounty
Juvenile courts, the judge is the clerk of the Superior Court; =-
lis pay

cause the citizens
not done moretg assure justice for ch

Dr. Sanders &wm'lmm‘m"mm"ﬂ
ellmem lp(clllc recommendat Outstanding are these: that the
te Board of Public Welfare mm.munnpmm.n

)‘lv-nl.h euu that juvenile court judges, probation officers case
be better trained: ﬂulwpwdwlnlxehﬂ-

Every ‘action are available to s

pre e reasons are generally given in each In-

dividual order and further explanation 1s_slways Gren i i ahoid b s ihat whi o Sty st

available in this office whenever needed. o Wy coter o spucovid of the Jeseulle ovurh 3 ‘"""::
been

of every man whose
to the Governor by the parole office bas in the
opinion of the parole office shown evidence of re-
habtlitation and has in the opinion of the parole office
been sufficlently impressed for the offense which
‘was committed. Mltl’ all, the man does not leave
Prison & free man, but is under careful supervision
Bnti such tne aa'16 tn 616 that be s TeADOTALEd,
MORE PROTECTION FOR STATE
‘We have further felt that the action

lcitors,
lM lwr!dlll "\Il fact.
ARE MADE

THE LAW

to find enough errors to warrant & new
trial,

Finally, the Governor would have been
on dangerous eed — as the
Court would have been — if he had agreed
with the petitioners that self-induced
drunkenness is legally equivalent to iny
sanity. If this precedent should ever be-
in our law, every ¢

the convicted man. The petitioners had
based their pleas on two points:

(1) That the Supreme Court was not
unanimous in rejecting an appeal for a
new trial, indicating that some of the Jus-

m‘. it was patently impossible
declde

for the Governor to the trial was
ot fair if the Bupreme Court was unable

would have an easy way out.

Up at Kansas City a couple decided to
call off thelr divorce sult because it would
be too much trouble to dress up seven
small children and carry them to court, all
belng too small to leave at home. That
seems to be a di good reason—Jack=-
son_(Miss.) Daily\New

All that prurledit piffle in the London
press about late hours being kept by Prin-
cess Margaret Rose s rather disgusting.
8o long as the little gal doesn’t come stag-
gering Into the palace after daylight,
bringing a strange man with her, it's per-
fectly all right with us, — Jackson (Miss.)
Daily News.

A nudist colony is dickering for a Florida
key. one without a keyhole. —
Fort Fm (Fia) News-Press.

In'vlubly there are weaknesses in the parole

um. ' structure that ane contributing f

Drew Pearson’s

in the past and any action that
the future,

The roblerh of crime could easily be soived
1f the causes of crime could all be la door
the parole office. oweve
are a multitude of things in our complicated soctal
actors to uur@hc\u
of crime. The parole office will glad
shere of the burden, but it respecttuly asks nat
1t not be made the “whipping-boy.”

-_wm.uu DUNN IR,

Acting, Commissioner.

Ficuency be etablahed at e’ niversity of North Ourotina,
These recommendations are discussed in the editorial column ‘of
‘The News today.

Editorial Paragraphs

‘We followed the published direc- The
ust in Gvs

, when they
find they can't boss the church,
lose all interest in religion—Lamar
(Mo.) Demoerat.

The consesus on the Dean Achi
son mustache Identifies it
guardsman type; with a few scat-
tered for something Willy
aki with

uate 1t In office. Such i democracy
Charleston (8. C.) News and

Mllrwlm

Brannan Anticipal’es Big Grdin Surplus

Merry-Go-Round

FOKTH’HOHT Secretary of Agriculture Charlie Brannan
wamed a closed-door Benate session this week that the
Government may have to buy up 800,000,000 bushels of grain
this coming year.
rting to & private session of the Senate Agricultu
tee, Brannan explained that farmers sre ml!rvllnllnl
to a tailspin. In this
farmers' hands. The money to do this, Brannan cautioned,
s limited.

“Next year,” he declared, “it Is tnllrl‘ly possible we will
‘have all of our ‘mrklng funds committes

‘Thot the retary of Mnmlluu could use more
funds to pmmu;cl lupp:;:’ prices, it isn't likely that Congress

will add now lvllhhll ‘ﬂlu means the
Government will probably be forced to prices.
Senator Milton Young, North Dnon Republlc-n asked
whether nnnmn !lvored support prices kept as high as 100
per cent of parity, as demanded by the hrll\en ‘Union.
ete destravier Rﬁllrd the Becretary of Agriculture,

ts of the price-support pro-

s md?‘t benh it u atall pomsm
gram, T don't believe at al o.”
He pointed out Agriculture Dept. only
couldn't stretch its monrv thnl far, nm that 100 per c!n! of
parity would ore overplanting. Result would
be an nvarmnplv of ‘commadities supported by the Govera-
ment and reity of commodities not under the price-
support progra

‘who would pay the
Abundnm Some

‘end. 1t would be the housewives
bill, c-ullol\rﬂ the Secretary of Agnrunure
modities would cost more because of
the uovemm-nt to. Tarmers, while scarce goods wond 1)

use there wouldn't be enough to go around.
“The. American people,” Brannan shook his head, “will
not stand for extreme costs.

Senator Thomas' Elevators
ENATORS were amazed and amused when Chatrman
‘Elmer Thomas of Oklahoma, the speculpting Senstor, pus

cost_m

c\m speculstion. The man who was
ml commodity market urged laying
aside tremendous stock ef cotton and grain In u'd.r to ﬂll-
gourage speculation. By taking large bulks out of circulati
Thqmas argued, the speculators would have e o work with.
Dneaenlwrhlthhwnl‘uwkuuﬂ smiling. Por
it was the very same who delivered -pouhu o
the Benate floor N.l-lﬂhl the OPA 1m' trying to restrict
%o mfluence the

super-sn: n
letter threatening to expose soma of Fergusany oz

NOTE—Maybe cmmna his tune,
now fav Dwvmmtpunhauolnn)wu-lmdm
exev.mn, is that his speculating friend, Dyke Oullum, has
been urging this.

Brannan Says No
lCmABY BRANNAN ﬂdn! think much of Senator
to remove the
torage space which
the Government can lease, but he did not want the Gov-
ernment to go into the business M buying or constructing
elevators and 'lnhnum m ll\ll‘ Dept, would
rather h!ln farm co-ops bul wrue h
retary of A[ﬂcullllrr Illo dmvm aﬂl significant
hint lv the closed-d: itorial meeting:
s year's rm -m llu" as & basls for fguring
lotments llll\' crop conl
y rn are heavily in order to Increase
their acreage allotments, Brannan explained, just in case
crop controls are ordered. But P won't
do them any good, because this year's crop won't be taken as
the yardstick.

Citrus Fruit

FIDRIDA'IWM ralsed the question
of price supports for tree crops—such as Florida's citrus

frults, tung oll and pecans. He cited a letter from Ralph

Trigs. head of Production
Agricul

supported
end the European

Bachelor Sam Rayburn

FKIENDS are kidding bachelor

ever 1 g0 to dinner with you, Sam.” chided de-
Hghtful Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, “you slways have the food
sent from Plerres Restaupant the street to your
apartment. ‘And by the tihe it Fets across the street And
the tnow s wiped off 14 stone ‘ectd. With this new e
pense Im you to taks me out to dinner.”

, however, is not expected to change much, He
wouldn't Rayburn 1f he did.

Lodge Bill For Workers

LITTLE-NOTICED bill affe

contract, argues
employees.

ould pass that
loyee who receives ti

can mak
dren, for necessary dental or m:dku iork for p-ym on
his house and for the other things which raise his

living.



