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PETITION TO THE LEGISLATURE

NYONE who addresses himself to that
vexing question, what to do about

simply isn't any cholce between them.
!&mhmamumudnmkuﬂn
both systems, the ABC system and the
Wmnu-mum

the ABC stores did a
mmmmumnmm

months.

The quantity sold under the Bootlegger
system too must have been alarming,
though by the nature of the transaction it

!E

H‘-ﬂmt bootleggers by depriving them of

the gains that made them a powerful and

& corruptive influence in the community.

3. That the revenue from the legal sale
of ‘would

erease in drinking,
mlqmm,mmmllhtmnbem
than a year's operation of the
has borne out our reasons 1 and 2.
big-time bootlegger is & thing of
v.hnlnl!ltryblnhdumwr-
vigilance of ABC law-

collected $881,000 and the Federal
$5,141,000 in taxes; $80,000 was set aside for

law-enforcement.

Our reason 3, concerning the extent of
drinking, has not been borne out by sixteen
months' experience under the ABC system.
City of Charlotte police arrested 6,754 per-
sons for drunkenness in 1046, when the
Bootlegger system was in effect. The stores
were opened in Beptember, 1947, and that
year there werg 7,947 arrests. In 1948 thero
‘were 8,461 arrests for drunkenness.

e

there was a substantial increase
in arrests for drunkenness during
the first full year of the ABC stores over
the last full year under the Bootlegger
system. Some part of this increase was to
have been expected. Estimates of the city's
population show a five per cent Increase
between the two years. Also, the police will
tell you that there has been better enforce-
ment of the law against public drunken-
ness, for two reasons: (1) the City Police
Department was expanded to 172 men in
1948 as against 135 in 1046, and (2) eight
special ABC enforcement officers have
concerned themselves with drunks as well
a3 with bootleggers.

But the fact of an increase in arrests for
drunkenness does not offset the wholesome
influence in other respects that the ABC
stores have exerted. Drunkenness reflects
the morality of individuals. Bootlegging as
we knew it in Mecklenburg County, and

closed, undermined the morality of the
whole community and weakened its insti-
tutions.

We belleve it is axiomatic that a deteri-
oration In community morality cannot
have a helpful effect upon individual mo-
rality. Unworkable laws are hardly cal-
culated to improve individual behavior.
Forbidden fruits will be all the more
tempting. On the other hand, there is hope
that a sensible system of public control
of the sale of liquor plus strict law-en-
forcement will, in time, produce an im-
provement in drinking habits.

In any case, the good effects of the con-
trol experiment seem at this early stage to
have greatly exceeded the bad egffects.
There is every reason to belleve that if
Mecklenburg County had to choose agaln 1t
would reaffirm its cholce of the ABC sys-
tem by an even larger preponderance than
the 16,377-12,830 vote in the 1947 election.

In this view of the situation, & statewide
referendum and s certain result of a re-
turn to the Bootlegger system would be &
rare disservice to Mecklenburg County. We
have no illusions that the Drys can be re-
strained from achleving precisely those
ends except by the refusal of the Legisla-
ture to play into their hands. We trust that
the Legislature, in determining its position,
will not override the decided f{exumu of

this and the other ABC counfles. "

SECOND DEGREE CITIZENS

A NEGRO kills s white man in the
South, his punishment is usually swift
and sure; if a white man kills a Negro, he
may or may not be in accordance
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day, in all the courts
White judges and predom-
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eﬂnul involving members of the

Jocked, four members holding out for a
first degree verdict and eight for & second
degree verdict. The case was declared &
mistrial. Defense attorneys agreed to of-
fer 2 plea of accessory before the fact of
murder and McNelll was sentenced to life
im; t.

Turning to the jurors, Judge Willlams
sald:

“If this 1s not first degree murder, then

Juries simply won't take se-'

I never saw a case of it. You have con-
doned the horrible manner in which the
Negro tortured and beat his wife to death
with a fire poker, a stick, an axe, gnd &
shotgun . . . You falled to support. the
law . . . Your failure to do your sworn duty
is 2 matter between you and your God.”
Judge Willlams did try to rectify the
damage 'somewhat. He ordered the court

elerk to write Into the judgment, “Parole,

or pardon is never recommended,” and told
the prisoner, “You need never make an
application for parole or pardon while I'm
living. You shall always until deth wear
felon's stripes and work at hard labor.”

McNelll was reported as being “happy
and jubilant” at escaping death, and un-
derstandably, for the evidence showed he
had stood over his screaming wife through
the long night, beating her with varlous
instruments from time to time, refusing
her pleas for a doctor, waiting for her to
dle. It was a thoroughly vicious and re-
prehensible crime.

As long as Negroes can kill and maim
one another at will, we will contjnue to
have disregard for law and order and a
resulting high crime rate. The civil rights
agitators who are so concerned over pro-
tecting the Negro from the white man
might well direct some of thelr efforts to-
ward protecting the Negro against mem-
bers of his own race.

THE UNLEARNED NATURALIST

WERE somewhat disturbed last

week when we read the story of a
man who makes his living writing nature
editorials for a great number of news-
papers—including The Wall Street Jour-
nal, the New York Times and others.

He gave the impression that it takes an
expert to write about nature, that if you
don't know the difference sumac
and trailing arbutus you should keep your
mouth shut. That might be our own nar-
‘row interpretation, but that's the way we
got 1t

Now this side of the page has often
printed small articles about the great out-
doors; and, tell you the truth, we would be
hard pressed to distinguish between a
dalsy and a daffodil. But, on certain occa-
slons, our heart joins that of the poet in
*Jeaping up™ when we discover a fleld of
either of them.

And when we walk through a patch of
‘woods we do not know what dry leaves our
feet crush, but we like the sound of it.
‘we like the odor that comes from the

rough bark of somé kind of tree or other.

And who cares whether the clouds that
Jook lke Yght footed lambs leaping celes-
tial fences are cumulus or cirrus?

1s it necessary to be able to emit & geo-
logical discourse on the history of the flat,
white rocks over which the clear stream
runs?

The is green and sweet in Spring,
crisp and tan in sutumn and who cares
why? Is the bird’s call less melodious be-
cause we cannot answer in kind?

Nuts! Nature is like womankind — the
less you know about it the better.

The trouble with some people who are
good 1s the fact that they are so Infernally
good that at times they're. mean as hell—
Lamar (Mo.) Democrat.

How long the business index and the
stock market can keep on going in opposite
directions without meeting each other we
don't know. — Greensboro (N. C.) Daily
News.

“Sure~1 Could Stand Some Reorganization Myself’

~

Congressional Quarterly

The Congress At Work

WASHINGTON

Pn.mmm TRUMAN'S request Jan. 10 for $419
billion 1or national defense, international affairs,
veterans' , interest on the debt, health, hous-
ing. edcation, matural resources, aid to states and
other measures for the fiscal year beginning July l
was the big news of Congress during its second wee!
Senate Porelgn Relations Committee approval ox
Dnn Acheson as mmn of State; Senate okay

'me bill—first the Senate has passed in the 8lst
gress—also would give the Vice-President and the
Epe-ker of the House raises of $10,000 yum They
now recelve $20.000. They also would tax-free
expense allowantes of $10.000.
Senators Broughton and Hoey of North Carolina
voted for the raises.
REORGANIZING THE GOVERNMENT
Herbert Hoover, chairman of the Commission on

of a rent
contral bil: Senate Rules Committee declsion to start
filibuster hearings Jan. 24: and a request by Herbert
Hoover to renew the President’s powers to reorgan-
ize the Government, each brieflv occupied the cen-
ter ring of the Congressional circus.
But it was the President’s 1050 fiscal budget that
attracted Congressional attention. Democrats who
ted upon lt—such as Florida's Sen. Claude
Peoper and Pensylvania's Sen Francts J. Myers—
thought Congress would agree to most items. ~ Most
Republicans—such ns lndl-mu Rep. Charles A. Hal-
Jeck and New York's Rep. John Taber—sald it was
extravagant.
Included in the requests were $25 billion to be
spent for highways, education, schoal lunches, unem-
Dloyment o pensation and r purposes in the

llr‘n'mn-n

it would be necessary

ACHESON'S APPOINTMENT

On Priday, Jan. 14, the sen.u Forelgn lwmm-u

he con-
n as secrzury of snu He
. The recom-
: (1) denled his
law firm had influenced State Dept. !wwv-l of &
$90 million loan to the Polish Government. controlled

wi

firmation of Dean Acheso

when he was ]
Airirmed his triendship for Alger Hiss, who, he said,
was never his assistant, and who is under a perjury
maumum ‘lor denying he gave self-confessed former

courler Whittaker Chambers secret, infor=
Patiant (3 Scotted at reports that he believes in
“appeasing”

Edward R euuu-uus Jr, former Secre ot
behalf in the first public
over the appointment of a Secretary of State.
RENT CONTROL
If the new Majority Whip. Sen. Myers. has his
. rent mm.ml will be extended 27 months beyond
the dead the present measure—March 31.

con! [
sue violators for triple damages and indict lhem un-
der criminal statutes, and prohibiting any more leases
covering voluntary rent raises. The lqm-uon would
not affect existing leases.
PAY RAISE FOR THE PRESIDENT ,

lent Trum: ry will be raised to $100,-

House approves the measure the Senate
passed eu Jnuary 13, In addition, he would get
$50,000 in tax-free expense money in addition to the
$40,000 he Tiow has.

Drew Pearson’s

of the Executive Branch of the Govern-
ment, urged Congress to give the President authority
to revamp the covernmm. asked Congress to

with
ization Act of lon “"The act died March 31.

The former Republican President sald the Gov-
ernment must be organized o give it the simple struc-
ture, unified pury delineation of authority

which he sald the Constitution intended it to have.
BILLS INTRODUCED
A total of 620 bills and resolutions were Intro-
duced In the Senate (2547 and House (375) up to
ledl) Jan. 14. This brings to 2220 the number
into the hoppers nnu opened
Ju- 3 (Senate 564, House, 1.

“Quote, Ungquote

-

mm(ﬂcpoddd-ndmlrﬂmm.un
when you could buy an article marked down to $198,
o ot find, & minute later, that including
had been marked up again to $2.04. —Jackson
Dally News.

1f we Americans keep on talking “po’ mouth™”
sales aren‘t keeping up with nus
und abnormal) records. we'll begin to believe
‘What's wrong with a lttle nom-lcy?—cm--
ile (8. C) Pledmont

n Arkansas man claims that he never saw u!
-utomnhlle_a nd. come to think of it. hé's in no
e fix than & lot of Mississipplans who have to be

r tals—West Point (Miss.) Daily

It folks met less and worked more, the world
would be better off. If 1000 meet, one or two do all
the work and planning. while 998 yell. “yes," or hold

up thelr hands—Grenada County (Miss) Weekly.

youngsters by now have gotten over the ex-
citement of the Christmas parade. Not so the bar-
fly who stumbled out of his favorite tap room just
as the 80-foot dragon was passing. —Loulsville (Ky.)
Times.

says, “All cud-chewing antmals
et up wm: melr hind legs nm“ and we guess it's
true. In our nelghborhood movie none of the gum-
mappers stand up on thelr hAndl —Columbla (8. C.)

. Pome in Which Is Noted a ceruln
Durm( the Period Between Chris and New
In the days that are b(l‘tﬂl
Morale's low: purse's

—Atlanta (6-.) Journal.

Joseph Alsop

The Levers Of Power

elnnled -nmaon o o

up, ln uu
ehmnd -umum of the * Wi
!urvpem g‘oammunuz p-ruu. Ilem-

are short.
b'r the time when Lh. dmcﬂve u!

the Western European
‘was to RlA.\n !om.bo!dl in l.hl OV~
ernments; when they were promot-
ing chuos while pretending co-op-
eration, and when an actual Com~
18! of W'ar on the

when the French and Italian Gov-
emments, encouraged by the Ameri-
can policy of firmness toward Rus-

Jead in the famous capture of
courthouse.

the 104 strike was to
of all kinds to

lollhlhla Minister of the
J\xlalllch.l‘ommt
Dllulhlnum

lnl
Sovers of socia powes bayond G

special lay
Iht mnhllr hlt?.l!iont of thl n.luonll
‘Communist

sia, expelled thelir min-

isters. ‘ow’s response was the

formation of the Cominform. fol-

lowed great general strikes
947. Th

the
of the autumn of 1f ese were

intended to prove that France and
Ttaly could not be governed without
help. The strikes falled

French
Darties Telapsed into & state of per-
tual gue: in which

unpurt-nt force o & healthy basis.
subjected the new

proved. the
new tactics are not wholly ineffect-
ual. Yet the mere fact that guer-
rilla war is now the only rlco'um of
the Western European Commt

marks the extent. of their dmlme

from thelr post-war peak
strength

In this m-ltcuan. another vital
process m noted. At the

Enaaf the war, buldel entering the
governments, the French and Ital-
fan Communist Parties many

the
the nationalized industries, !h-y
even mmeedmu in capturing the

enf
results the

'!nerll strike of 1947, At Mar-
for ce, unist-in-

!lllrlh!d police M took

James Marlow

"~ Politburo—~What, Why -

WASHINGTON
Politburo. You hear it men-

five-year

The Congress isn't

nuz the Congress elects 71 p-m
mbers to a central cdmmi
Which, with the help of other e
mittes, handles party detalls in

On top of all this—the Congress
and the committees—sits the Polit-

Government, the Politburo is su-
preme boss.

Merry-Go-Round
‘WASHINGTON

A8 THE clans begin to gather in Washington, D. O, 1t's

generally conceded that the {nauguration of mny -

man will surpuse even that of Andrew Jackson
greatest show. in history.

Perhaps that is because Melvin Hildreth, chafrman of
the insugural committee, i long-time president of the Cir-
cus Pans of America. Hildreth. one of the few District of
Columbia politicos who never wavered in his bellef that
Truman would be re-elected, has only one other love beside
the President—the clrcus

No circus ever comes to town but Mel Hildreth s down
at the lot long before the blg top arrives. muking sure thinas
are in order. 1f It rained in advance, hell get trucklonds
of cinders at hia own expense to keep the show dry. When
mncnn; Brothers comer. North for. its first early_Spring

ing In New York. Hildreth is down at the Potomac
Fards n Alexandria, where the train stops en route to
nur the antma

There tsn't a clown or an nnlmnl trainer of any stand-
tng who doesn't know Mel Hildre

Mel's bsiness is law. He i n nneurlnu attorney. But
those who metimes wonder if he lsn't really
Just a small oy at heart. Certainly no inauguration tn history
has been better planned or more extravagantly executed
than that which will swear in Harry S. Truman as 3nd
President of the United States on Thursday.

Battery D Celebrates

QECOND only to the days In 1918 when they wheeled
lhﬂr Ph‘m‘h 'lbu into action In the %WU ‘Mountaing,

this week is the most momentous in history for Battery D

129th “Qld Aﬂllk?} '$5th Division. This week Battery D

‘will march at the ead of the inaugural parade as guard

g honor to the Hlll! captain who commanded it tn World

-

"Juit before that parade there will be a reunion break-
fast on Missouri ham attended by Capt. Harry Truman,
There have been other reunions of Battery n, and Capt.

Truman is hoping thlﬂlhmnm‘lhmythmlllll
the one back In 1021.
'l'hll.'ujultl.hmy ter the end of the war

procn- ol getting readjusted.
Kansas City Elks Club, was carefully p\lnned from. an thh-
orate mnnn to speeches, skits -nd song. ‘The

were served and wartime stories retold. Dinner was vr-l-
poned while the drinks went round again—and then again—
and some more.

Pinally someone picked up a plate. salled it across the
room. Then “Dizzy Battery D" went on & rampage.

Some two hours and 400 plates later, the reunion ended.
Next day the Elks Club totaled the damages and presented
A bill for $158 to the president of the Battery D Association.

That was the biggest bill for chinaware Harry Truman
ever had to pay.

NOTE—Th:

ree wee) Kansas Truman, who
had not been one of the uuve plllo--!lm ‘hided his com-
rades-in-arms: “T11 be gl see you all In Washington,
UtT ‘dont ook forward o buying snother $158 worth of
broken dishes.”

Capt. Truman Under Fire

\IHEN Harry Truman was & very green and nervous

artillery captain going into actio for the first time

udge Bennett Clark, former Senator from

Missourd, and son of the famed Speaker Champ Clark. Clark

e Missouri National

Guard, and went to Pratice toge

Clark with the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 6th Mis-
sour{_Infantry.

Truman's horse-drawn artillery had just arrived at a
French railroad station behind the Vosges front in “40 and
8 boxcars, and was In the process of unloading when, sud-
denly, Lt, Col. Clark turned to Truman. Pointing dramatic-
ally to a ‘dead horse lying near. the rallroad station. he coms

ma:
S lpuin.youbﬂlulﬁyﬂm’mlml\mlnulnlhln

_ then, ho hn

Circus Fan Bosses Big Inaugural Show

in » hurry. The Germans are shelling this place and you

mhtmmlo‘dmdtnund:rmrrumlnmmn
ing Clark at his word, the nervous future

of the umua States ordered his ba n s

hurry, even, pitching in bimself to belp. After Battery D had

et mnuuliy o get mn ol nu

'runu ““But the joke’s on

“That's
was shot.

ll ine job, Truma
you. That horse wam't xnl«fby the Germans. He
by & veterinarian.

“Iuman didn't think the joke was 80 funny then. Bince

kledoumm jobs, mdhnytumdm
een to get done. Later,
Became President of the United States. and Bennett Clark
was defeated for the Senate, he lppvnm.ed the ex-| ucuun-m
colonel who played the joke on to & coveted seat on
the U. 8. Court of Appeals.

J. Edgar Hoover's Pay
ENATOR Herbert O'Conor of land, Democratic spon-
) sor of the Government Dllelll' hlll uﬂld G-man J.

fssion e.um a nuvup behind closed doars
when Vermont's Senat Flands
O'Conor of the pay-raise ol vu questioned before the GOP
Steering Committee o expla!
Senator Styles Bridges of Nel' “Hampshire u.nd why the
FBI Director had not been included in the
“We had to draw the line somewhere," explnm Flan-

ders.

“It’s & crooked. indistinct line.” retorted Bridges, “when
you increase the salaries of the deputy public printer, the chief
Asslstant librarian of Congress and the Philippine aiien 0 prop.
erty administrator—and leave off the Director of the Fed
Bureau of Investigation.”

lers countered by suggesting that Hoover's name be

brought up in a later bill.
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