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Make The Re-Appraisal Now

OMEWHERE in Charlotte there lives a
man whose home cost $27,000. A bank
was willing to lend $20,000 toward its pur-
chase. Tt is 1isted on the Mecklenburg
County tax books for $5,100. The man's
sutomobile is assessed for one-| -third as
much as his home.

This is an actual case which shows the
ridiculous inequalities of real property as-
sessments in Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County. It is not an extreme case; there
are thousands like it.

Up for consideration by the City Council
and County Commission Is a proposal for &
sclentific survey of all property in the
county, and a complete overhauling of the
Aax books to correct imequalities such as
the one cited above, to catch new property
‘and improvements which have escaped the
tox listers, and to bring the general level
of property assessments more in line with
present day values.

The project will cost & whopping $400.000.
Its proponents say it will pay for Itself in
two or three years by adding property to
the books which has so far escaped the
tax men, and by eliminating Inequalities.

Most important feature of the proposal is
the equalization which it ‘would bring. We
have not had a re-appralsal of property in
Mecklenburg since 1938. Net result is that
the man who is constructing a home today
costing, say, $12,000 gets listed on the books
at about $5000. The man who bullt his
home in 1937 for $12,000 could sell it today
for $20,000 to $25,000, but he is also on the
books at $5,000. That s an unjust penalty
on the new property owner, which would be
remedied by a complete re-appraisal.

Second, a great deal of new construction
and improvements to existing property is
not even on the books. Work done in the
city is more apt to be listed, since the tax
supervisor gets a copy of every building
permit issued. But in the county, where
building permits are not required except by
a loosely-enforced State law, many im-
provements in real property go unnoticed.

Third, such a re-appraisal would put
county and city property on a more equal
basis. Many home owners have discovered
valuations are considerably lower for
homes just outside the city limits, even

The Sky’s The Limit

ORACE MICHAEL AINSCOUGH s a

thin, wiry man with snowy halr. Most
of his 62 years have been spent digging
coal from the ground, first in his native
Lancashire, then In this country. In Feb-
Tuary of last year, after 21 years with a
_Wyoming coal company, he got sick and
had to quit work.

Last week Horace Michael Alnscough
stood in the executive board room of the
United Mine Workérs Union, flankéd by a
battery of newspaper photographers and
newsreel cameras. Flash bulbs popped and
cameras’ whined agdJohn L. Lewis flour:
ished his signatufe on a $100 check lnd
handed it to Hérace Ainscough. The miner
thanked Mr.‘t<wis and, turning to the
newsmen, sald quletly:

“With the deepest fervor and humility,
T say, ‘God bless the day John L. Lewis
was born.” "

1t was a big day for John L. Lewis. Alns-
eough was the first U. 8. coal miner to re-
ceive the $100-a-month pension which
Lewis finally won for his men after several
pitched battles with the operators. Four
+hundred and. fifty other members have
already applied for the pensions. Thelr
average age Is 663 years, and they have
averaged more than 39 years of continuous
service each. A third of them began work-
ing in the mines before they were twenty
years old.

Penslons are not new to American busi-
ness. Theré are scores of plans and sys-
tems, and they take a hundred different
forms. The miners' pension plan, however,
is the newest, and the most significant be-

when the residences and lots are almost
identical with those Inside the city.

Finally, a re-appralsal would boost
all property values to a level more consist-
ent with present day values, and would re-
flect more clearly the actual worth of the
city and county. This, perhaps, 1s the least
important reason for the survey. Actually,
it doesn’t matter a great deal whether the
assessments are high, or low, as long as
they are equal. Assessments and tax rates
work like a see-saw; for any glven amount
of revenue needed, a higher assessment
would bring a lower tax rate, and vice-
versa.

The $400,000 is, of course, a staggering
sum. Forsyth spent only $90,000 for its
equalization program in 1842; Catawba
spent $20,000 in 1946; Caldwell $35,000 in
1947. The Colg-Layer-Trumble Co. has esti-
mated that a complete equalization pro-
gram in Cleveland County would eost about
$50,000. By those figures the Mecklenburg
estimate seems high indeed.

But whatever the cost, the County Gov-
ernment will naturally want the City Gov-
ernment to foot & part of the bill. Legal re-
sponsibility for tax listing rests by law with
the County Government, and common
sense would place it there anyway, since
72 cents of every County tax dollar comes
from property in the City of Charlotte, a
proportion which will be even higher after
extension of the city limits in January.
‘There is no justification for the City of
Charlotte forking over one penny more
toward the profect.

It has been suggested that a decision on
the tax equalization program should be
delayed pending a report by the Institute
of Government on its City-County con-
solidation study. It's true that tax ap-
praisal and collection is an integral part of
this study, but (1) we don't know when
the report will be made, (2) it will surely
be long debated and will have to awalt ac-
tion by the 1951 or.some subsequent Legis-
lature, and (3) it may be plgeon-holed en-
tirely.

With that long delay and uncertainty in
sight, it would be better to make the re-
appralsal now. It will be useful, and neces-
sary, even under & consolidation.

™S

cause it was won by force at tremendous
cost to the American public, and will be
financed by a royalty of 20 cents on each
ton of coal mined, a cost which again will
be borné’ by the American public in the
form of a higher price to the consumer.

The fear which gnaws most Insistently
at the average U. 8. worker, whether he
uses his hands of his brains to make a liv-
ing, Is lack of security, the absence of a
guarantee that when his long years of
labor are ended he will riot have to depend
on the charity of his relatives or 2 dole
from his Government. He meets his day-
to-day necessities as he comes to them—
food, clothing, shelter, medical care, recre-
atlon. But always he thinks of the years
that lle ahead, when his productive ca-
pacity will begin to fall off, when finally
heé is unable, because of age or 1l health,
to earn his keep. Give & man a feeling of
security, and"you have, or should have, &
happy, productive worker, and a contented
American citizen for whom no foreign
“ism” can have any appeal.

Lewls has given his miners more security
than they've ever had before, and more
security than most American viorkers have.
And thereln lles the dangerous défect of
the Lewls plan—it opens the way for smalt
groups to band tgggther and, by blackjack
methods, to win“greater goncessions than
others have. Then, too, as long as coal is a
basie Industry and 18 needed 86

Joe’s Foot In The Door

People’s Platform

What Is A ‘True Fact?

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE NEw:

AM writing This letter as part of an investigation
making to get information about & fact. If
ln)ann reading this has any data that would help me
in my research, T hope that person will send it to me.
radio, recently, I have heard Drew
Pearson and other commentators, as well as some
Senators and Congressmen, designate something,
or other, as being a “true fact.” Long ago I had
heard of a “true fact” but my interest was not
aroused as the references had been made by hill-billy
folks, and I had considered it to bo fust a folklore
fant; But now that the intelligentsia are speak-
ing of “true facts” T am determined to find out

l'hut a “true fact” is.

en is a fact not a fact? I¢ there is a true
fact then, there mact be an wntrue fact. And how 1s
one to distinguish between them? e eone
328 to me, “That's & fact. I don't know whether
e or untrue fact. T have consulted ol avail-
able.dlctionacien. made &n intensive study of seman-

cs and sought for lenl definitions, but
have been able to discover is that a fact is a fact, or
s truth. No mention is made of an untrue or true
fact.

Of course, T might get the desired information
from Drew Pearson, or one of the other authoritles,
who evidently know what a “true fact” is. I am re-
stralned from doing this by the fact—or should I
say true fact—that I live in the “honey chile”, “you
-u" section of the country where the people are
roud. and reluctant to expose themselves to the
Piicuie of Ine well-informed Nortnern intellegtuals,

ver the sins of the Southerners and de-
plore thelr lgnorance. So. will someone please help
me—what 15 & “true fact?"
—LEWIS AYER SMITH.

Can’t Decide For Another

Editors, Tax Nrws:

MR, H. A. PRIVETT complains that, after reading

News man and boy for nigh on to 40 years,

he ﬂn ds himself in disagreement with the pre-

vnll}lr.x editorial tenets in one detall, that is, the
pl

CHARLOTTE
»

“What does it vroduu?" he asks. “Does it help

y ., etc,
this paragraph with an Inferential negative,
he opines plaintively, “It just doesn't make sense.”

T belleve that I know what has Mr, Privett con.
fused, like so many other well-meaning church
men.’ The key 15 found in his admonition, “To an

extent we are our brothers keeper” When guilty
Cain made his rude retort to his Creator, he was
doing nothing more nor less than denying his gullt
83 convincingly aa he knewhow. What he meant
Was, “Ho hell should T know where Abel 152"
Thatis sl he meant. Me. Prvett o dnt mean,
Mr. Privett, that one man, or a’ host, {s meant to
be keeper of his brothers' consclence. “Temperance®
sdvocates (I prefer to call them by their proper

in our scheme of things, there is no reason
why Léwis cannot eventually up his pen<
slon to $200, or $500, or $1,000 or whatever
figure he might set, and let the consumers
foot the bill.

A Lesson From France

N THE Christian Scierice Monitor thé
other day we read a plece about French
farmers and their reaction to the recdrring
political crises in Framce, It was pofnted
out that the French shrug is still standard
equipment outside of Paris.

“So what?" the French ask politely when
they are told that another Government has
fallen. They are more concerned with thelir
livestock or with the prospects of a good
wine season than with a stable govern-
ment.

‘When you realize that Frincs is predom-
nantly an agricuitdral nation, that farm-
ers are the backbone of: the nation this “so
what” attitude looms more {mportant. And,
in a way, It explains thé lack of stability
in the French Government.

France is, nominally, a démocracy; ¥ a
democracy the Governfient is the peop)e
1f the peopls w1l not take part in the
ernment then certalnly no government can
exist. |

‘What explains the stabllity of our own
Government? Publlg concern, of course.
‘We cannot imagine an American farmer
reacting casually to the announcement
that his Government was In turmoll, that
there was no leadership in Washington.

Yet the French farmer accepts without
hesitation or concern the prospect of a
pattern that is rapidly shaping up in
Fryace. The pattern consist of first,

@ leaderless nation, second, & natlon pulled
back into shape by a dictator or a semi-
dictator in the De Gapllé mould, and third,
a revolution by the French people which
would depose-the dictator and make of the
nation whet It wes when the pattern start-
ed: leaderless.

This 1s the price France will pay.

Of course, to us it seems unthinkable
that a country could accept such a pros-
pect éxsually. Since 1774 when our Interest
in government was necessarlly intense we
have always been coriterned with who runs
the nation and how he runs 1t: Yet a mere
ten years of apathy on our part eould undo
the accomplishments of almost two cen-
turles.

The turmoll in the French Government
must serve as a warning to us. Because the
Freneh have become cynlcal about affaits
of state dr@ moré concerned with cows
thari with leaders, theif nation now faces
elthe? continied indecision by “center”
politiclans or dietatorship by Da Guullists
or Cummunlsu.

Only aleftness has képb ug and will keep
us from such a fate.

Even more mystérious than the way of a
man with & maid is how you get ten years
older than the girls who were your same
sge in = Arkansas Qazetta

m to feel that it was just
an oversight on Christ's part that he failed o sy
“Go ve Into all the the Gospel.”

The point is. e some time or
anpther yon décided Whether or not you would* in-
dulge in intoxicating beverages.

comie manhood, has the
Eholed for himself. Perhaos you have chosen rightly,
But no matter how satisfied you are that you made

D rew Pearson’s

the right decision, you have no moral right to make
that decision for anotner.
Mr. Privett gives his blessing to the warmony

: “America is a great country and I would ﬂ'etly
give my life as our fcrefathers did to keep enjoying
its blessings, but I shudder at the thought that
modern America spends more money for strong drink
than for bullding God's Kingdom." . Privett
should find some conscmlon in the thought that
America spends more money “for munitions than for
bath strong drink and the hundlng of God’s King-
dom. I thoroughly agree with him when he says.
“America, I fear. i3 being weighed in the balance an
*found wanting.” Humor The News In mu one lll!le

item, Mr. Privett. It's the one thing that I have

.been able to get them to agree with me on.

—A. E. BASSETT.
Only Hope Of The South

Editors, Tuz N

W nudo«lcs for extending the controversy re-
garding Mr. Joe Blythe and the Natlonal Demo-

cratie Party, T should like to reply to the letter ot

Mr. P. L. Lindsey of Charlotte in The News of
the 8th.

CAMDEN, 8. C.

Lindsey has gone afar from ‘the question
ratsed In iy previous’ietter ssking why ihe publis
was not told of Mr. Bivtness retusal to permit the
enforcement of Mr. McGrath's order for non-segre-
gation in the®national headquarters of their alling
party.

In his letter had Mr: undsev displayed less of ©

the emotionallsm ‘mentioned by him, he may have

re logical. T dislike personulltles The Ken-
nedys and Jike thinkers afe not of the running
kind, but they do have & contempt-and aversion
for Iying down and being Kicked Around.

As Mr. Lindsey says, there fs no finer quality
than loyalty, In ljs treatment of the South it is
lamentable that tAk National Truman Party has
ehown none of this estimable - characteristic. In
payment for the loyal support of the South for
nnmuom agiounting to the saving of the party
from oblivion on many occasions, Mr. Mr.
McGrath and others of their stripe have missed no
opportunity to humilate us, for the contemptible
purpose of courting the Northern Negro
it brazen to mention loyalty In sich r:ornmny?

ealism is a commendable consideration alwa;

Let's be tenlistic. . What can the South actually
exvect if the Natfona) Democratic Party can elect
Mr. Truman? The party is pledged to the most
cbroxious civil rights stand ever devised, and Mr
Truman has given his word to use the full power
of the Presidency to pass this FEPC and other anti-
Southern legislation and to set up & new branch of
the Government to root out and prosecute viola-
tions.  Stalinism unbounded!

T am-no Republican, but had it not been for
some honest and clear thinking Republican mem-
bers of Congress refusing to support cloture, Tru-
man’s _ dange| trouble-breeding program ~ would
now be law. They may not help us next time, These
are the leaders, and these are the principles (sie)
for which Mr. Lindsey so manfully pleads in the
name of loalty

only hope for the South Is to support the

States “Rights  candidates jand shoy these alien-

inded “Democrats” that fve will reinstate our in-

{,l\lence Moot i longer “in the
ag”.

—R. M. KENNEDY JR.

M arq uis Childs

No Middle Way

WASHINGTON
As the monLh.l have passed since
Wallace announced that
would run for President on &
third-party ticket, the real objective
of the managess of the third-party
movement has become all too clear.
to present the country with an
ultimate choice between extreme
Left and extreme Right
In other words, the objective is
to shutout the hope for a middle

ligve in the American system. It is
& cornerstone of their faith that the

n.

the objective has become clear,
50 has the popular support for Wal-
lace declined. If the election had
been held last January, I believe
Wallace would have polied a large
vote — perhaps as high as 10,000,

Today all indications are for a
vote under 5,000,000, and ‘possibly
as low ms 3,500,000 or 4,000,000, No
longer can smug old-line

lu:z party will guarantee victory to
Dewey-Warren ticket regardless
ol what the ticket may or may not
stand for,
CORE UNCHANGED
te the decline in popular
the hard core of the

lhu'd'mu’ly movement renfains un-

bership, bis answer was of mors
mn passing importance k3
Having just seen at firsthand in

ope the ferocity of the Commu-
nists toward Soct

tor wondered what was the long-
range goal of the men behind Wal-

e.
NO DOUBT ABOUT GOAL
seems me there

no doubt in anyone's mind about

that goal. The Wallace managers

regard the Tatic party as &

hopeless anomaly that is rapidly
L con-

wlys than one occurred some time

Alm of genulnely liberal con.

iders to
Ilh them or not. Since he
is the head of an‘organization with
& sizeable membership and his word
would carry welght with the mem-

Joseph & Stewart

Alsop

Hope And Alarm

WASHINGTON

SL}M , a3 gveryone knows,
are the sole objects of Repub-
lican alarm and Democratic hope.
Presently Republicin Senatorships
in Wyoming, West Virginia, Minn

these Senatorships change
the Democrats will

ate. The latest Presidential
preference polls afford a basis for
auging whether Gov. Thomas E.
Dewey’s cup of triumph will be em-
bittered by, this drop of purest
oi.mn.

show Dewey with
lboub 54 per cent of the vote, W} e
the unhappy President Harry S.
Truman is credited with just under

tative of the picture in the
Northern states. And in
Congressional election,
Republicans gained 48 seats in the
House, they had an almost exactly
similar landsiide superiority. of 13
per cent above the n Dix
line

ne can reasonably
oo

ter
by Deweslg lkcuon. lllhml(h here
and there seats w! hands.
The lnﬂuepces !lvnrlnx changes in
House are’ the- mennn of the
Wlll.neell&! in big cities, like New
Yurk and the visible national dis-
te for the doings of the recent
ongress. The first will favor the
chubllclm the second, the Dem-
ocrats. On balance, it seems prob-
able that each party will gain on
uw wmzs what it loses on the
its, or vice versa.

BEYATE DIFFER!

The Senate seats, nowever, are a
different story. Senatorial contests
engage the attention of the volers
in & way that Congressional fights

split their tickets is greatly
hanced. And the tradition that
American voters never vote split
tickets is sheer nonsense, In 1928
(hen palitial issues surely mesnt
less to man in the stfeet
they do. today) 128,000 New
York Sule voters briskly split their
tickets, to give the Governorship to
Pranklin D. Roosevelt and the
.B“ul electoral vote to Herbert
At the same time, it speaks vol-
umes for the political sentiment
in the country that the political ex-
perts should consider the Senate

seats listed above as even vaguely
doubtful, in the face of Ouunnnh
the coun-

pomp-
Chapman Revercomb of West
Virginia to flashy. “Curly”

lac ve been
state ticket, there really seems to
be » remote that  peas.
t-rising by Col. Robert M. Mc-
Cormick's Tlinals serts will give the
Senatorship to Paul Douglas in-
stead of Brooks. The
ty ldmllled by Devey plmusel,
tablishing & cleat
Slcingtion batween the Dewey
brand and the Brooks-Revercomb
brand of Republicanism,

e advisers Dewey has gathered
to help him belong without excep-
tion m what the Republican right
wii

John W, Biicker, has déscribed A%
the "eoastal, radical group." - When
it was pecesmuy for someone o
r Presiden thé
Tati-Harsiey 'A%t, s was now Benas
tor Robert A. Taft that Dewey

the
:'I‘lheluie Andlhllmp.hnum

is golng to be mﬂnh-lned by the
Dewey high command throughout

be enough to carry

e tght
mlywndswvmynmn
t-talls.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON
Masonle 'Temple, in wmch Harold smun de-

1ty 8.
leaders could muster for the occasion.

Michigan's chiéf GOP lender, who was supposed rus
ma crowd for Stassen, is Arthur, Sumynerfleld, one of the

argest Chevrolet dealers in the world. Summerfield helped
leud the stop-Dewey movelent at Philadelphia, but that
probably was not the reason) he falled to drum up a crowd
last week.
Real fact {s that Summerfield is now under investigation

by a Federal Grand Jury and has become one of the most
controversial figures in Republican politics.  GOP Michigan
eaders have pooh-pool probe, but nevertheless, the

average Michigan voter hu an uneasy hunch
thing Is rotten high up in GOP officlaldom.

ot only is the Federal Government investigating, but
uznnu ‘Attorney uenem Eugene Black, himself a Re-

pyblican, attempt H!Ibe—llnﬂl he e mamnrunz
rernar Sigler an: d the local « r Re-
oublicans, quietly

agree with Black "that a cleanup 1s due
in Michigan's Republ

General Motors Men Involved
Mt.mwmus {his_columinist photostats of

canceled checks ting nm Michigan business men
“thumbed thelr noses. at {8 Corrupt Practices Act in raising
General Motors of-

ney 1 lican Party. Two
ficlals are Impll:m.ed. blus eleven General Motors dealers n

e rthur Summerfield himself,
One photostat is nheck No mw for $500 by the Gt
otors Co., slkned by Ral president, -nd dned
. 20, 1946. mnde n-y!ble to the Repub)
8t t ln BDen-lM shut vloh!lon
bot] of the lnw- of

‘Truman ek
t 5000 were al Eepubuc-n

1946, i is signed by Otto P. Graff of Flint, Mich. & Fora
and Lincoln dealer. ‘The chieck is for 4500 and is pavable

e Ford Motor Co. On the back, the, elwck 1s endorsed
in longhand “Ford Motor o, H. Lincoln:

A EPAHsdn of this check and others by Otto
Graff to the Ford Motor Co. show that the endorsement s
an obvious forgery. Furthermore, investigators have ob-
tained an admission from Mf. Graff that the ot
to Ford but the GOP campafgn chest. The Ford Motor Co
never endorsed the check, neyer saw the check, and was not
lnvnlvc

by making the check poyable to Ford, the xioo s
taxedndnenibre. An s USReN SXPENS
Conteittion from & corRoration ts ot oy egols but "
tax-deductible.

How GOP Won Congress
OUGH this and other means, Mlohlnn Republicans
rajsed & buge campaign chest in the Congressional cam-.
alan of 1046, Tt Is ln refting to noh That this was the

éar which won 1 of Congress,
one of bh! mnn ncuv- GOP money-ratsing commlttees
see County, otors Buicks
Aalnsprings of thi commites srere GOP Nnunn-l
mmen W. P. Hufsten

ﬂ“ &3, Wl o

These three raised thousands of doMars for the GOP
campaign. But examination of chfu bank records shows
that in many cases they failed to fil& with the State or thé

Bedoral Government_stating whe money_came
fs again was m nl‘itlﬂg v{'&:%ﬂu ?'ﬁmmm Act,
both State and Fed

are @ !ew or {hé facts which some Michigan Re-
publicans have tried to bring out, but have been squelched

e (OP machine.  These, some of the facts
:*:l& Wl rock the nation with & migr political :2(‘:@—

X that
are bullt.

Corunitin nn o
T for

the Phllndrlnml Eonvent n mux

Motors lawyer.

Big GOP Blow-Up Simmers In Michigan’

i the Justice Dept, has the cqgfsge 4o dig 1ils them,
More Houéing Frauds
J- EDOAR HOOVER etriclent o -men have qutety Jotnea "

the hunt ‘o uncover
One case lhry have Im@nﬂhed
J.

& Pennsauken, M. J., of
¢harging  Veteran ' G JJor, 8 home. " An
aopratsal valus of 45000 home by the
ererans. Administration. ba Mulier 500,
the extra $500 for “payment 167 delt hund " Sereement o
Mullers alibl, when contronted al:l'. G-man James B.
3 ® avas o mucli ot s sort of thing golng
om. T did what everyone el wa &
Russian Args To Pnloillna
OHERE was llitle talk about Palestine when Prummt -
A man met with Jeaders of the Jewish
other day. National Commander Jullus "o Chicags
and iates were chiefly Intetested in promoting
:‘P;Xonnnn *mmwmw
en

responsibility

sz’in., AT R v

css we can pmm! further hostilities in the Rnr
may_be the starting point of another war
tlllly sbread all (E;er that llob!"

e
was recretly nndlnz

Zionist group.
advancing the welfare of the United States.
hate like the devil for the Jews um
arms from s nondemocratio



