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U.S. Problem No. 1-

EAPITE BILLIONS for the European

Recovery Program and for defense
forces, there is substantial hope in Ameri-
ean business circles that the Intlation lines
can be held. At least it is apparent that
some tactors are working against further
Boosts in the price spiral and lmpoﬂ.lnt.

Inflation

passed on to the consumer,” Mr. Francis
declared. .

The Westinghouse Electric Corp. and the
Lukens Steel Co. this week joined the list
of companies unwilling to grant snother
round of wage Increases. The Chrysler
Corp., U. 8. Bteel and alx other large steel

elements in our
making & determined stand to -ubmu !.hz
economy by measures of self-rest.

turned down wage
boost. requuu Suel and several other

Groceries are a little cheaper now than
#n January. The Bouth Carolina Depart-
ment of Labor says 68 retall food items cost
sbout 3 per cent less In April than in Jan-
wary. The housewife still pays $25.71 for
foods that cost her $11.51 in 1941, but she
still has reasons to believe the levellng-off
s here.

Addressing the annual meeting of stock-
Bolders of the General Foods Corp. in New
York City this week, Clarence Francis,
board chairman, predicted a slight down-
ward trend in prices during the rest of the
he sald, constitute 60
cost of operation, and
green coffee cost seven and three-eighths
cents & pound In 1938, thirteen and three-
elghths cents in 1945 and twenty-seven and
» quarter cents today. Wheat was 90 cents
@ bushel In 1038, $1.75 in 1945 and $2.35 to-
day. Cocoa beans were 5 cents n 1938, 8.8«
cents In 1945 and thirty-three and a quar-
ter cents today. The company has absorbed
“a far greater proportion of the increase
n the price of raw’ materlals, wages,
frelght and other charges than we have

Ten Million Laughs

READ In the papers that Tom
Breneman of Hollywood brought
Jaughs to an estimated 10,000,000 persons
dally. Ten million laughs & day are enough
to cure the nation of-all its sickness, or
would be In any normal time. At any rale,
1t is clear that America lost one of its prin-
cipal benefactors when Tom Breneman
died the other day shortly before he was
ascheduled to appear In another of his
In Holly radio

Breneman has been described as
showman unique in radlo.” His phenome:
al popularity mystified many old hands In
the entertalnment trade because there
didn't seem to be much of anything to his
programs. His main contribution to the art
of comedy was his stunt of wearing wo-
men's hats while he strolled among the
breakfast guests. The other chief point in
his routine was the ceremony of awarding
an orchid to the oldest woman present.

have an-
nounced price cuu We may be sure these
cuts were not lightly considered.

Becretary of Defense Forrestal has told
Congress that the Administration wants to
hold defense expenditures below figures
favored by some Congreasmen principally
because it s fearful of the impact of great
expenditures on Lhe swollen economy. To
g0 beyond a certain line In appropriations,
he indicated. might not help In getting
better defenses because the resuiting infla-
tion would make everything cost more and
at the same time have a disastrous effect
on money values In public purchases.

Clearly the responaibllity for controlling
prices rests on all groups—consumers, cap-
ital, labor, farmer, producer, manufacturer
and distributor. The encouraging sign !s
that 50 many persons and classes, from th
wage-earner and consumer on up through
small business and the corporate structures
10 the Government ltself, are so concerned
over the necessity for holding the line as to
make solid concessions in the hope that
others will do likewise.

A Day

Brenny Smith's friends learned, in time,
that the comical effect was produced en-
tirely by Brenny's notion that whatever he
was doing was amusing. He had the gift of
Iaughter, not the braying belly laugh or
guffaw, but the chuckiing or gigsling
laugh which came from a soul peculiarly
in tune with the lighter, the brighter, the
happier side of life.

The uniqueness of Tom Breneman, born
Breneman Smith, was the bubbling mirth
of his humanity. He made & hit on the
radio because he was enough of an artist
to be himself in public. His discovery by
the ladies of the nation is easy to explain.
He was a favorite of the Waynesboro moth-
ers, perhaps because all womanhood shared
In the love and veneration which he held

Aor his own mother. The business of
awarding an orchid to the oldest woman
&t his breakfsst party was s daily tribute
to the mother of Brenny Smith,

'rhm was, however, something more
than bond between Brene-

To those who knew Tom be-
fore he became famous there was no myi
tery in his appeal to the millions, particu-
larly the ladies. His real name was Brene
man Bmith and he exhibited rare capacity
to create merriment when he was a boy
and a young man in his native home,
‘Waynesboro, Pa. In those days, Brenny
Bmith devoted considerable of his time to
games and pranks. None of his jokes or
tricks was very original or funny, but he
always got a laugh.

man lnd the girls of middle age and be-
yond. As everyone knows, women are gid-
dier creatures than men. There is good
reason to believe that men were once less
solemn, harried, repressed and Inhibited
than they are todsy. In Tom Breneman,
the women of America found a blithe spirit
who belonged to that earlier age. He car-
ried them back to a forgotten time when
grown-ups played like children, and their
ughter warmed the hearts of milliona.

Charlotte’s Paving Problem

PROBLEM In financing an adequate

sidewalk paving and street construc-
tion program for the City is created by &
set of circumstances explained by Dick
Young In his Reporter On Asslgnment col-
umn In Twx Nrws today. A conatitutional
amendment prevents the City trom issuing
bonds for any purpose beyond two-
thirds of the amount of net bond retire-
ment in any one year without a vote of the
people. The City cannot now proceed in
this course because Charlotte this year s
fasuing more bonds than it is retiring. Un-
der the law, it will be unable to Issue bonda
before the 1949-50 fiscal year without a
special election

Unless the City is able to find some other
way of providing long-term financing for &
paving construction program, Charlotte
must Ilmp along under an arrangement
which discourages street and sidewalk im-
provements. The City now requires that the
money for a project be posted In advance
by the owners for every foot of property in
& certain block before the work is started.
Thia means that every property owner in
that block must agree to the Improvement
or that those who want the paving must
pay the bill for their neighbors who don't.
This workq a hardship on the progressive
property owners in some cases, and haa the
effect of blocking all progreas In many
more cases.

Obviously, we have a cumbersome and
Inequitable system. If the City were in a
position to furnish long-term financing. It
could correct this condition by following
the policy of ordering Improvements on the
Initiative of a majority of the property
owners and making the assessments cover
all in the benefit district. There would be
‘pther large advantages in such an under-
taking. For one thing, 1t would save pri
clous time. The City could start the pro-
gram without waiting on the uncertain
outcome of a special bond election, arid
without waiting for the uncertain date
when the City will again have the consti-
tutional bond margin. For another, it
would ease the financlal burden on prop-
erty owners by spreading the assessment
over a period of years.

‘The problem 1is so urgent that the City
Administration must leave no avenue un-
explored in seeking ways out of our present

A

dilemma. One possible solution lies in the
diversion of more State Highway Depart-
ment funds to highway maintenance and
building in the city. The State literally Ia
rolling In Income from the gasoline tax. to
which Charlotte contributes s lion's share,
and there is a clear case for a greater al-
lotment to the account of the State arterial
system in this city. That would release
some of the City's own funda for mainten-
ance and construction of other streets.

‘There may be other sources of revenue
which could be applied to streets and side-
walks. In any event, this ls a No. 1 item on
the Charlotte agenda for 1948-49. a chal-
lenge to the planning and budget-making
skill of the City Government.

Practically everybody in the South knows
precisely what ought to be done about
radio comics who say “I-all” and “Me-ail*
and regrets deeply that it ia fliegal to do it.
—Memphts Commercial-Appeal.

A amall political circle is the one that
boasts of & member that has never cussed
out Drew Pearson.—Columbia News.

Sale of a Lincoln letter for $5,800 should
be an incentive for ambitious young men,
whose mothers were sure they would be
President some day, to write home oftener.
—Loutsville Times.

We don't know that a bombing plane
eapable of rounding the globe would be
necessary, unless we have it in mind to
knock ourselves out. — Richmond Ttmes-
Dispatch.

The per capita amount of money in cir-
culation in the United States dropped from
$192.32 in February to $190.46 in March,
‘These GI bables are certainly arriving fast,
—Nashvtile Tennessean.

‘That Maine baby who could walk when
only nine days old will be a great help in
case the sitter wants a glass of water. —
Roanoke Times.

‘With all the voters a massin’
Everything seems to be Stassen.
—Shelby Deily Star.

Pink Elephant

Peo Ele’s Platform

World Union Is A Necessity

CHARLOTTE
Eaitors, Twr News:
HAVE read with much Inurul ma no little con-
cern the editor! nroe Journal re-
prumd In Tux News ‘April n thn much of what
Beasley says I agree. 1t 1 undeniably true that
the United Nations a3 it now stands is “helpless” to
prevent a third World War. But it does not follow
that world government is impossible, or that it would
be helpless In proventing war. Be com-
mitting the fallacy of Assuming that stmply because
2 thing has never been done it can’t be done. There
many who fell that way concerning possiblli-
1123 of republican government in the last days of the
Articles of Confederation, before the Continental Con-
led the Constitutional Conventlon
of the desperateness of the situation in 1787, in splte
of many difficultieg, the Government of the United
Btates Tormed & Need for worid government now
is tmmeasurably greater than need for federal union
in 1787
Editor Beasley ls despairing of world government
and concludes that “Pax Americana” is the “sole hope
for world-wide quiet for the “aex: andred
If 1t be true that a Pax Americana i our only hdpe.
then our hope 1 slim, at the very best. for a Pax
Americana means an armed truce
sheer welght of military might. Efforts to SeCure
peace along Lhis course take us down a road which
has been traveled many times over. and the end of
the road has alwavs found the world In war. It is
the danger of such a course, and the sure destruc-
tion which would come. that has caused many of
the atomic sclentista to support some form of world
government as the sole means of avoiding sure de-
struction  The realization of the steadily increas-
ing deatructiveness of atomic and bacteriological war-
fare has forced Dr. Albert Einstein to me an
ardent advocate of world government as & feasible
alternative to world destruction (s position which
he stated in an Interview with Raymond Swing, pub-
lished In & recent lsaue of Atlantic Monthly).
Editor Beasley makes reference to Toynbee's ob-
servation that the states which have maintained peace
re able ta do 80 only so long as they retalned thelr
Tnternal virilty. ‘The importane of tne mner Integ-
Tty of & nation must Aot bo minimized, but Mr.

Beazicy has overlooked & furth rvation of
Toynbee's, with regard to the prohlem o n.uon-l
sovereignty | (which la crucial th the. establishm

of world government). Toynbee's concluslon con-
cerning the lssue of soverelgnty s that the solution
will come from some quarter in which national sov-
ercignty has not been made an object of idolatrous
worship

Tovabee doca not expect the solution 1o come
from Weatern Europe. where “every political thought
and fecling 1s bound up with a parochial sovereignty
which s the S

symbol of a glorious past. s he,
It 18 not from this source that our soclety “can look
forward to makmg the necessary discovery of some

International association which will
bring parochial soverelgnty under the discipline of a
higher law and so forestall the otherwise inevitable
calamity of ita annthilation by & knockout blow."

Toynbee asks whether it will be posalble to de-
velop an International organization before it Is too
Iate, and concludes that while a definite answer c
not be RIven (his question. It In almost certall that
such a task will rever be accompiished “de-
votees of the idol of national sovereignty b “stuay
of History.” pp. 318-319)

Mr. Beasley's Pax Americana does not adequately

come tq krips With the basic problem of sovertign’y,
and unless national soverelgnty in provided with “the
Aneinline of a higher iw" o use Tovnbee's phrases,

7 armed truce s the best we can hope for. Pax

Dreiw Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round ¢

WASHINGTON

sufficien:
“6f milita

maintained. by. - sanswer. to
aure.

Americana I8 In reality only an armed truce—a
"quiet” maintained only by threat of war or weight
of superior military might This armed truce will
exist only so long as s required by some other nmon
to nln sufficient military advantage

that America can maintain sufficient mii-

“victory"” would be.
Toynbee. *salvation by the sword’

to be no salvation at all * Further confirmation
of this conelusion 1s (ound in recent words of General
James H. Doolittie v-hen he raid. - From another major
war there will emerge no victor, Lo vanquished, only

Mr. Beasley terms as “visionary” those p«wx-
who are thinking of a world government. It is Mr.

Beasley who s visionary If he believes we can have
real peace (noL merely the absence of war) from
Pax Americans. 1t is more than vislonary ¥ aasume

as he does t he two great divisions nl power in
the ‘wond il be. balanecd xad neither would dare
arive the other to extremities” When has such
» condition ever prevented war, seork: for a period
long for one side (o gain & preponderance
might? As W, T. Holrday, president of the

Btandara OU Co. of Ohlo, puts it, “The only final

surmounted.
offers mny possibllity of preventing war.
sible to hate lasting peace without world law and
order, As Mr. Holllday has observed, "Unless the
Dations establish a government which can prevent
Their making war, the world sulcide of the next world
war is inevitable” (from an article, ‘Our Number

One Job World Peace”)

World government is & necemsity, and. therstore
& posaibility!

3 —REV. JOE CALDWELL.

Negro Health Problem

Editors, Tue Nrws,
ATIONAL Negro Health Week ended on April 11,
We feel thal this observance has done much to
make the students aware of some of the poor heaitn
conditions exiating in our schools and communities,
We feel that they should not only be consclous of
these conditions during the health week but rather
that they pracice the thngs they have learned dur-
ing the week throughout the year 3
We also feel that withot your co-operation
the program would not have been aa successful as It
®as - Please acecpt our deepest appreciation for the
Kelp you have given us
—EDWARD H: BROWN,
J. E. GRIGSBY.

CHARLOTTE

The People’s Platform s availadle to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communicaty
should be less Man 300 words, tten (f
{m;lble and on only one side of aper.

Abel and obucznlry will be 4012226—0 herwise
anything goes Each letter must de signed al-

though. in exrerrlfmﬂl cases and upon r'!u
e totll twithhold the rwriter's name. itors,
Tus Nrws,

Quote, Unquote

We'd llke 10 aee n United States of Furope And,
foi that matier wed ks to aee me of America —
Little Rock (Ark.) Gazette.

the South in many of their tradition

Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON
MOTURES of a collection o
brand-new Texas multi-miliion-
aires were displayed recently In &
apread in Life magasine. Thess men
" toge bulous fortunes
within s few years.
The question that naturally oc-
curs 1s how this 13 possible with the
i

ruggle
aven at the end of the year.

The explanation for the Texas
milllonaries s & spectal

provision
n the income - tax law. 1t allows
an (ndividual®r a corporation own-
ing & natural resource to deduct for
the depletton of that resource.

The owner of an ofl well or a
natural - gas reservi n

hmmw‘olhhmﬂh
industrialist

business man.
NATURAL GAS BILL

‘This is pointed npbyllulm
Teported out of a

of natural gas. The two Republican
members of the committee. Ben. Ed
Moore of Oklahoma, spokesman for
the oll and gas intereats, and Sen.
Homer Capehart of Indians. sy
it would merely “clarify” the au-
thority under which the Pederal
Power Commission now requires the
industry.

In his minority report, Ben. Stew-
art points to a lot of things Ihkh
this’ seemingly innocent bill woul
do. It would almost certainly mn
Tate increases in the Northern el-
tiea that use natural gas

But far more important in the
Jong run 1s the encouragement that
it would give to more rapld ex-
ploltation of what i 3 very lmhed

said

mremm early
exhaustion of the only Indigenous
fuel resource of the Southwestern
states and would impair the abil-
ity of such states to balance their
economy through industrial devel-
onment.”
ANOTHEE RESOURCE DOOMED
In view of our dwindling ofl re-

Samuel Grafton

Vanishing Wealth

serves, this 4 hardly the time te
.open the way to burning up at am
ever more rapid nu & valusnia fuel
resource. the most serious

tie understanding of
The old num- u “gob nnn
" threstens the

come a poor nation, degen
into misery in the pat
China.  That this 1 no idle

much _dlacussed
Plundered Planet” by Pairfield Os-

‘The natural-gas people are only

Congress working hard te ecoftrm
that tmpression.

propaganda drive

In the natursl-gas Industry se
cordine to teatimq
Inga. 33 largs

%
andlrv cmcz in &emm out huhn
profits 1a to sncoursge wild and
wasteful exnloitation ¢f vanishing
nautral weslth,

Both directly and Indirectly, by
trying to change the complexion of

reguiatory
o undermtne ft

Costly Insecurity

NEW YORK
States is paying

(F United

read
lrut lesders of our day, we find

many warnings that
break out_at any time.
Omar nr-ul-y put it the othe?
night before the

war may

£
g
5
5

'l"hu,lnmiun(un billions e are
and foreign

defense
i ana u does not sound very
much (ike a structure of security
1t sounds more like a atructure of
insecurity
To live (a3 we are coming to feel
we must live) In an atmosphere of
nseness, In which war can flars
up In any rallroad room
in middle Europe, or on any pass
bcrdmnl the Balkans, is hardly
1 live the secure life. Thers are
iting rooms. and 0
many mountain roads. So It ean
hardly be sald that our present
urity pesses the

whether it
with certainty

replaces  uncertainty

‘ POCKETBOOK TEST

al stands. On the

There is another test on which

structure of sccurity, aa we
like to call it, seems o fail. That
Is the ulcerated pocketbook test.
No peaple can feel secure unless
they know how much they may bs
Tequired to spend In the near fu-
ture,

But Beardsley Ruml has de-
clared. also before the Magazine
Forum, that defense budgets with-
years will amount
10 430,000,000,000 as compared with
planned

facing

eral budgets “of some 80 10 80 Bl

lons . .. for 8o long ma we need
armaments for defense”

tever security we may be

getting from the structure present-

Iy being erected. we are not get-

ting financial security  We are
no longer masters of our own ex-
penditurea: thev are set for us by

outalde circumstance Tt might al-
most be aaid that Russia, without

fghttng over whether stesl was to go Into

fighting us,

that "if

scure player is the one who feels

e can e well with any hand
The point of this plece is not b

suggest that we don't need nation-

while certainly get incressed
railitary power through our press
ent

Dolisies. &nd expenditures, we
L7 hot getting securly. Call 8
what like,
tast. ~ Whatever we
l-en A1l the elements of
ty, ictability,
Pisation of tenente.
HOW TO GET IT?

w'unm:ln L3

security,
eontrol.

n, con we get sscurity?

mated them, or
‘war or unefiding and
defense. 1f

2ive, form of Insecurity, and #
ought not to be called anything
else.

Two Vying For Agriculture Dept. Job

or battle

EMOCRATS are churning up & hol bnckjug- fight over

who should succeed Clinton Becretary of
Agriculture. ‘There are two candidates.

1 Amistant Secretary Charies Brannan of Denver,
who has worked his wuv up he ladder. hax a fine record,
plus the backing of his boss, Secretary Anderson

Rep. John Flannagan of Virginla, long chalrman of
the House Agriculture Commitiee and for some ycars the
lone New Deal Congressman In Virginia

h groups are tugg!ng hard at President Truman's
coattalls for thelr man. Democratic members of the House
Agriculture Committee cven tried to persuade Anderson 1o
shift to Flannagan, but he stopped them cold.

“Why in the hell” he exp! “do you come to me
and ask me to use my Influence with the President to
appoint somebody from a state that won't even let him on
the ballot?”

Hu rer-rmi i Virginia's recent move to prevent Presi-
de me from appearing on the licket as &
Temult of nia vl -rights messay

>

ge
§00d_appointment In wpite of
shot back North Carolina’s Harold Cocley.

Have you read the record of Flannagan hes?" de-
manded Anderson, still fuming. This was an obvious dig st
Flannagan's accusations on the House floor last vear that
the Agriculture Department had sold out to the sugar trust.

After nmning Into a blank wall with retiring Secretary
Anderson, the Congressmen called at the White House. The
interview was cut-and-dried. Cooley told Truman of Flan-
ragan's elghteen-vear record in Congress and pointed out
fhat he was responsible for much of the present farm pro-

m
Utah's Walter Granger broke In with the comment
was o “rebel of the Bouth™ snd had dessrted

other hand. he has been a loyal supporter of the Administra-
tion, pleaded Granger

Byrd's Blessing Backfires
N BPITE of this. Cooley ndded quickly. Flannagan has the
support of Virginia's Sen.
was Perhaps the
@it know that Sen. Byrd's endorsement didn't mean much
to 3 President who had described Byrd as "the best Repubd-
Mean fn the Democratic Party.”
1 know Flannagan personally and he has a good record
ax (Ar a8 J am conoern 3 Truman's sole comment.
House group hnd pu-u sround s petition for
Flannagan, signed by about 30 of the most prominent Demo-
cratic Congressmen. the President’s chilly reception
made them decide not to present it. They feared he 'wlﬂ
conaider 1t high-prearure tactics ch\dmhlly. twp Demo
crats were approached who refus ‘e’ paper—lonn
Carsall of Colorado and Henry J-ckp of Washington who
said they favored Brann
Meanwhile, Brunnun hu the vigorous support of Sens.
Murray of Montana, Kilgore of Weat Virginia, Elbert e
a3 of Utah, and Chavez of New Mexico.

Big Bill Knudsen

] WAS BORRY to hear about the death of Big Bill Knudsen.
the former head of Genernl Motors. It meant that a plece
artime Washington was

of the old-ume, hectic, hurrying,
gone.

It doesn't scem so0 very long ago that Bill came hers
from Detroit to co-ordinate the nations war produet
Those were the davs when the Army was changing airplane
models every other hour, when sdmirals and gensrals wers

ships, and when Wash exuded pa . red tape,
lobbyists, and not too much efficiency.

Into this imbroghio was plumped Bill Knumm s Dan-
sh immigrant boy. who had made a great name for him-
self In the automobile world and who wanted to do some-
'hlnj lor his country.

was another boy,
slam Hillman, head of Whe Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers. The ides o~

HI was given the gale without much ceremony.
But Knudsen.

world, was

I calied on him
his widier sult and had started his mnocuo
inspecting airpl ft
like it much. Duthml:oodnlﬂlrlnﬂn patriot.
You almost never talked to Knudsen but what he recalled
bow ha had come to this country &4 an immigrant boy, and

meant it. Bill Knudsen was n who didn't talx much,
wanted o do something In murn You could see that he
meant it xm xnuuan wi n who didn't talk mueh,

llven
left the country which \ had done. s lﬂ
and for which he tried te do much in retura.



