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A Risk With The Tax Cut

ENT TRUMAN'S veto message on

the 343 billion income tax reduction

bill offered nothing new and was quickly
overridden by Congress.

The President merely repeats himself,
mm all the objections which he
raised to the $4 billion tax cut which he
wvetoed last year. Most of those objections
have either been met in the new measure
or have been rendered less valid by the
w conditions of 1948.

Mr. Truman's case for a veto rests en-
tirely on his contention that the tax cut
will produce a deficit and will not leave
enough for reduction of our large public
debt. Congress holds that the surplus will be
‘much larger this year than has been esti-
mated by the Administration and the Fed-
eral income will cover the tax relief, all our
‘essential mﬂmanu, and payment on
the debt. The Congressional leaders were
right in 1947 when they

the Administration argued it would produce
a deficit.

Although there is good reason to believe
that the President’s estimate on the sur-
plus is again too low, we clearly are taking
a chance on a deficit and no debt payment
with, this tax reduction. Congress s notori-
ously eager to slash taxes and authorize
expenditures just before an election. It al-
ready has indicated it will support new pre-
paredness measures which will add several
billions to the budget, now puf at $39,700,-
000,000 by the Administration.

Mr. Truman repeats his 1947 statement

that the Republican-sponsored tax cut will
be inflationary, as it will be if there is no
in

spending. However, the slash in revenue
should have the effect of forcing some
Government economizing that would not
otherwise be had. There is reason to hope
tifat the relief prévided individuals will be
greater than the
increased buying er from this bill.
Bome of the added income will go Into sav-
ings.

The President falls to answer the con-
tentiog \that this tax cut will stimulate
productiyn, saying only that “neither funds
nor profit incentive are lacking for invest-
ment and business enterprise at the pres-
ent tax rate.”

He indulges in a bit of campalgn dema-
gogy when he calls the measure inequit-
able and points out that nearly 40 per cent
goes to |individuals with Incomes over
$5,000 & year and cuts estate and gift taxes
by $250 million a year for “only about 12,-
000 of the most wealthy families.” The
feature of this bill is that it grants the
* larger share of relief to the low-income

groups and corrects some of the inequity

in the present confiscatory rates on mod-
erate and large incomes. Even Senator

Pepper admitte® during the deBate on the

bill that there should be a rule against the

Government taking more than half of a

man’s in¢ome. That goal has not.yet been

attained land it is distressing to hear the

President still playing the old “soak the

rich” tune.

A Limit To Federal Aid

ENATOR BYRD unfortunately is right
when he protests against the Taft bill
which authorizes the spending of $300 mil-
lon in Federal aid to the nation's grade and
high schools each year.

“Never in our history has there been a
more unpropitious time for the Federal
Government to enter into a long-range
proposition such as is proposed in the pend-
ing legislation,” the Virginia Senator assert-
ed when the bill was passed Thursday by
the Senate, 55 to 22.

There was never a day when the sound-

ness of the Byrd stand on Federal economy"

was more evident  On this same day a Sen-
ate-House conference committee approved
$6,088,000000 for the European Recovery
program. Congress is preparing to author-
fze more billions for military prepared-
ness. The Federal budget is rising swiftly
toward the figure of $50 billion a year. These
wvast expenditures will bring a new wave of
inflation and make the danger of national
bankruptcy very large indeed.

‘There was never a time when America
needed to do moare for schools, for housing,

Dangerous Days In

BERLIN, the United States, Britain
and France apparently have suffered a
serious setback in the “cold war." If the
Russians succeed in their announced in-
tention of squeezing the Western powers
out of the old German capital, they will
have delivered a heavy blow to our whole
position and prestige in Burope.

Action started with a Russian order set-
ting up rigid inspection of Aﬁ:rlun. Brit-
ish and French rallway tra bound for
Berlin, which lies inside the Soviet Zone
of occupation. The Western allies refused
to submit to inspection and canceled train
movements from their zones into the Ger-
man capital. America's tommander in
Germany then ordered Americas# planes to
carry passengers and freight into Berlin
to the U. S-cantrolled Tempelhof Alr-

drome.

The British later moved a freight train
into Berlin, going through the blockade
without incident, after it was discovered

dispatch a freight train carrying supplies
for American troops stationed in Berlin.
Up to this point, the Soviets have umﬂ
the advantage in several ways. They al
making propaganda capital out of tholr

From The Asheville Citisen

for public health but it is sheer folly to
think that the Federal Government can
«undertake programs to meet all these needs
at the same time it is laboring under an
enormous public debt left by the last war,
spending billions to stabilize the world and
fight off Communism, and paying for a
swollen bureaucracy. America will never
be able to solve its pressing domestic
problems unless it first wins the world
fight against revolution and war and puts
its own financial house in order. That's
a long-range operation in which the Fe
eral Government must concentrate all its
energies. ¥

Beyond all that, the Taft program for .

Federal ald offers no real sojution to tha
education problem. At the best, it repre-
sents only stop-gap aid. At the worst, it is
a palliative which will defer the day of
permanent solution and create other seri-
ous problems in government. It is another.
large step in the direction of shifting state
and local responsibility and authority to
Washington, further weakening states’
rights, infreasing the :olu and power of’
Big Government.

Berlin

inspection order, asserting the Allies have
been strippingyBerlin of its industrial as-
sets, arousing suspicions as to the nature
of the Allled rallway traffic which are
strengthened by our refusal to submit to

are
within their legal rights, although violat-
ing the spirit of the agreement for four-
power control of Berlin. They can and
probably | will make the land traffic re-
striction more stripgent. They can, If they
want, starve out the British, French and
American forces stationed in Berlin as it
does not appear that plane service can
maintain an adequate flow of supplies.
America thus is placed In a deep dilem-
ma. Tt is faced with the question of how it
can remain in Berlin without taking mili-
tary measures. If it uses force, it will be
branded as the aggressor and add fresh
hul to the Communist propagahda against
and

On the other hand, if the United States
loses this siege, the Bolshevists will have
complete possession of the rich Eastern
portion of the reich, including its capital,
which nat only is the center of European
transportation but the apple of the Ger-
man eye. Any way we turn, we seem to be
in a tough spot in Berlin.

; In Which Virginia Reels

TRANGE alarums sound from the watch
towers and ring across borders. Here,

- for example, is the erudite Richmond
Times-Dispatch declaiming rather nerv-

The ferment which has gripped Virginia
states.

for the life of us we cannot tie that to the
recent aberrations of Harry Truman.
True, the Republican Party is strong in
North Carolina. True, there is dissent.
Bome of it is being whipped up by outside
misrepresentation of the Truman st

and by such twisting of facts as a Wall

Street Journal story which tells how a
“Charlotte public opinion poll . . . showed
Senator Vandenberg leading . . . Wallace
second.” The truth is, of course, that Gen-
eral Eisenhower led that poll, a fact which
l:b;ublect to entirely different interpreta-

North Carolina will ride the storm, and
will not reel, because it has the good sense
to ask itself about the overdrawn eivil
rights issue: “Where else would we go?"
Perhaps that is because, for 40-odd years,
it has encouraged a kind of democracy
down houur.h which no one finds any
glaring faull 2 ‘

rise caused by the .

the but parlor by a visit

The Match Goes On And On

People’s Platform

Beer And Bootleggmg

Editors, Tuz News:

JRECENTLY your papertcarried a report of speech
md- by the Mayor of Monroe in regard (o the

e writer took 1t on himself per-

wmllv o write the Mayor about this issue and here-

with is copy of letter:

Mayor 3 Ray Bhute

Monroe, N. C.

Dear Sir

Your recent speech upholding the beer situation,
carried by the Charlotte News, came to the writer's
aitention.  Enclosed. herewitn, s a clipping of same.
Just in case you wish to'refer to a

The Writer realizes you_ probably don care s
snap what the outsiders think sbout the situstion. or
the insiders either. however, just 0 be fair and broad
minded, how about ﬂldlnﬁ this and l’lﬂ!ct upon

same for a brief moment?

Being a mlhllc servant, you, no doubt, realize that
u are resoonsible for the welfare of many people.
either directly or indirectly, and your thoughts And
actions wili affect the welfare of many. There are. no
doubt, a number of things that could be used as ar-
guments for beer and its public sale, yet when a moral
issue 18 involved most of the arguments fade into
ln.u:nlhclnce

closed speech presents two argumen
polnw (er (ht legalized sale of beer, namely: Comhlt-
ing the bootlegger and the revenue derived from t
sale of same. Both of these arguments sre very fa-
miliar, and very threadbare, How can the lenlum
le l be« drive the bootlegger f busine:

trons unully Elimax. thelr visits (@
gger for &
pint or quart of something With s Tittle more punch?

Tht case Is just (hb—bemlvnen are lhr(v(n‘ a8
it verybody knows it. Even the law enforcement
nlnr!n know of Lhelr lctl\l“ﬂ Clly nﬂithl.l kno'
of their activities, also most residents, wﬂd nd bad,
know about. this awful busin .. Thereft ore, the pres-
ence o abeence of beer does not lessen the number off
termites that call themselves citizens, and live off the

ary pleasure more than their family.
Purthermore, if city officials would be h
fearless and faithful to the trust they have been in-
vested with, bootleggers could. be stamped out in &
me, ‘or at least to such an extent that-it mm
undesirable business for even. the
dmrpuum- parasites.

cond. the idea that people have to drink unn« e

get nmn\ create irregular lmpulm and
order th provide funds for the successful operation cr
our government is abaut the Craziest and most stupid
thing that was ever rammed dor

people’s throats.

Because of drink there 1 more crime! Because of
e is & need for more officers, hospitals, in-
sane asylums, jails, etc., and because of this there is
more need for revenue. therefore, we have to drink

{hinking person can see that s just mmnna ind
ust have been the originator of such un-

Thlfd; you offer the good, ll.rlkh!. thinking

Drew Pearson’s ,

wn poor, unthinking *

Deople s sort of & clean up program, This program ta
oftered only after the people begin to get and
demand action. Why do city officials alw
clean up, until people have to rise up
action?

—A. H. JOHNSON.

German Needs A Comb

WUPPERTAL-VO.
Editors, Tz Nrws:
WOULD you do me the favor af printing the fol-
lowing letter in your paper? I had many friends
in your friendly city, bul lost mm addresses through
the war. I n . ftom 1927-1930.
necessary utility:
more 5o than a toothbrush. My comb is a very good
old boy, but he 15 50 old that he has lost quite &
number of his “teeth” so many mu 1 musg aim
vrry urﬂuuy while parting my/
n Germany. you have no pcnmm:v to buy
nr\vlhinl Whether (o eat, to wean Bot even a
8o I take this opportunity to ask one of your m-ny
readers if cne will be kind enough to send me a comb,
He would make me as well as my wife very happy.
—ERIK HECKING
Wuppertal-Vo. vd. Goltzstr. 26
North German Rhine Province
British Zone
Germany

A comb Is an absolutel even

The People’s Platform ts available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if

',ldald on only mlla“side o] lhl paper.

idel a:

ul'thllp gou Each letter must bt signed al-
though, in tional cases and u; e
Tmnwiﬂ Mthh d the writer's name—Ed!tors,

Quote, Unquote

‘The census bureau figures the population of
United States vm kup on armvln. until after
v th

That e to wall for & vacens housty
Fort Myers (Fla) News-Press. /
/ Heard Over The Coffee Cups—"They tell
that sne only plays gin-rummy for the gin
—Greenville (Miss.) Delta Demoerat-Times.

pped from factories
n in any lke pe-
ready for the
Tennessean.

More wheelbarrows were
during the past twelve months
riod In our histary. Doubtless gt
Toughest election stnce. 1916 —Nashvi

I8 & lot of talk now about the “profitiess

who are doing it either ha
known what it really was to be vl\hnlllﬂ.l*r pmllll
or prosperity —Lexington Herald.

3

- Joseph & Stewart Alsop

A Red’s Journey

‘WASHINGTON.

N THE background of the Trieste
Incident, s curious figure has
now begun to loom up
1po! tm

ciuding even Pllmh'o Toll(lm Hll

“mission in Yi ind Russi
was to arrange a mt eot ‘Soviet
generosity toward Ital

Bince Pajeita went to the head-
quarters of Marshal Tito, as vell as
to_the mun. i wes
um this gest e’ prome

sture might
to mmler Trieste to an nlly
tr un A 1.
lurpuclon at least helped to mmu-
can, British and

spon: and Yugo-
slavs is taken as tmuuun( that
the s

WILL ARMS BE l.s:D'

Nor is this Bl(nor Pajetta’s only
significance. If Soviets stil
desire to make - gesture toward
Italy. they can waive Itallan

wheat shipments )un prlar to
the voting. On the other hand, they
foree to nn . 1t the
Kremlin's decision s to meet an
unfavorable ballot in Italy by pre-
npumu :Ml war, Signor Pajetta
ho has carried the

nmen back to Rome. There i some
fear that the orders include the

ludenhlp Lulgi  Longo.

reagy menaced Ty with Com-
munist resort to

Meanwhile, it h lllo worth re-

penetrable [loom whlch f!lr nl the
l'-lllln elections
two or three weei
Premier Alcide de uunm h mx-
ing with firm confidence,
his own people and to mnkn ob-
servers.

Not lonl ago.
Minister
to Paris o

French Poreign
Bidault returned

Bidault h-d Previously

rmed of all

mdtﬁ .na the strongest 1 m-en-
ing for quick action on “Trieste.

speri’s amsurance and mastery %

lhe situation deeply impressed and

greatly encouraged him. And Bi-

Samuel Grafton '

Matter Of

NEW YORK

RISIS: A word much used by
statesmen, commentators. news-
to describe the con-
s between ourselves
Democracy girds its
sings the disem-
bodied electronic voice of our times;
as’ it tells us, a shipment
of arms to Turkey, e is
another sort of crisis which rarely
gets itself described, and that is
the crisis in the souls of those who
wonder whether we—and the world
—are doing the right thing, and
whether another try at negotiation
thould not be made. Western man

the cria within Mimsell Tt 1 mi
up, among other elements, of doubt
as to whether tough speeches are
an altogether valid way yol meeting
mankind3 greatest emergency, and
of a feeling of concern as to Wheth-

best that the accumu-
Isted wisdom of the ages can
tribute solving ~ our

This inner crisis manifests itself

wnemzr en.h-.r side  (in

it also, definitely, I.nehld-
ng us) Il entirely 1 of
But it s hard to make a b\ulnm
t this in a news

broadcast or ‘to throw it on the
newsreel screen. You cannot show
a man starin in nis

shaving mirror and tell the audience

yes, of course,
too wants a showdown, right away,

to the I

been even more effective than
the wl t dared to hope.
Milan, for example, is

the
most ' completely Communist-con-
trolled of the big Italian cities. Yet

wenllarlh

munist demonstrators in Milan had
to be pm from the angry
the Italtan police,

independent m
headed W Oluleppe Alnnt
Ivan Ma
oN nmr smx
Such is the credit side of the
ledger. On the debit side, unfor-
tunately, th 3

United States Maritime Commis-

Second. the Communists are con-
tinuing their campaign with extra-
ordinary vigor and lack of scruple.
In southern Italy, for example,
where the Trieste business had

munist,
umiform
air. visits a peasant {lmuy to ask

how mi how many
more pigs, etc., the family needs,
ne of are generous-

a away. pro:
ising that the pm um ‘aha sl

will be ‘delivered when: the Com-
munists are in control at Rcu
Third, and last, the like}

lthood of
Moscow an Belgrade
continues to exist, and is perhaps
greater than ever.

extSahort, while it s possibe to be

enma enmpllwnt lhnul W Mﬂn
situation. De danger is
not merely a hea nauumutnnd
bought-! on Avrﬂ 18,
It is also an increase in the

Pascist vote of the mht.

which would render it fm

to form a ind it 18

the civil war

may well have brought back orders
Italian crisls is

peacef: ted,  eve:

Gan breathe m " the

Deace will be & mers il before the
storm unless the Western powers,
led by us, make themselves m.

Definition

at any cost.

fremely stable sociecy.
with the fluid and batiing
of Western

rning to vote, what rights
Tacial mmnmlu are to enjoy, what
labor can-do or

velop, With these subjects th:

open, and with men very much lika

our present public figures

to solve them? Come to think of

it, some of the interchanges between
e Presid: certain South-

five. beer and free liver for
the. at_the butcher's, or. more
recently, the termination of thas

U. S. Patriots Seek To Lift Iron Curtam

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

QECRETARY of the Treasury Snyder and A. P. Glannin,
the big Califernia banker held A super-tecret dinner in
Palm Beach, Fla, recently. They hired a private room of &
#mall. Italian rununm for the confab—probably to discuss

the date Sny as Secretary of the Treasury ana
join the Glannini bank. Fi f Jim Farley say he
Would no longer be satisfied with No. 3 Place on the Demo-
cratic ticket, is now out Sad coms

tary on the current prestige of the White House: Sam
Rosenman saya t he was taking a job as coun-
sel to dent Truman has done him “incalculable in.
Ju report troe. . . . “Pass-the-Biscuits
Pappy" O'Daniel has dropped to an ll-time low in Texas

t

Congressman Lyndon
nounced candidate for the Senate, run first in popularity.

_ Liftimg The Iron Curtain
YmmAth. ll‘lﬂwd t.hll !euvhry Marshall might

mmnt wne-l to Russia that if it means what it says about
peace it should raise the Iron Curtain and let the American
and Russian people get acquainted. If that appea) fatled
then |h!n ‘wouldn't N any argumeny about going ahead
r.h nnnnnm:
of this idea I have been mxl;mauuun
what lnﬂlvldlll dﬂm eould do to win ‘riends both bel

and on the rim m ruywun-m
{riends make it awfully hard for dicta-
tors to start war. ‘l'hn'lnnlhll son dictat their
uulyta war.

of 1s bly the only man

orla Wide Brosdcakting has been doing a whale of a job

ing radio messages to Italy. Mrs. Prancesea Lodge, wife
of ‘he Conneciicut ConEsebnaz. his. warked aiEDn and day
translating thess mesages. and scores of peopl

In a democracy you don't leave ev ryunnf to the Gov-
emment. In a aemmuey. in fact, the people are usually
ahead of their Governi

So perhaps Indlvldual cltizens could smplity this tech
nique of ia the radio We could
get the people o Rastin and het counimies. wikingoo
not about Miss Hush or The Walking Man, but about peaco
and democracy.

Wrist Watches And Democracy

an Russlan troops got into Berlin, they were dazzled
nen by ‘Hitler's disrupted and shoddy civilizadlon. They
watches by the bushel. They plled horsecatts
Toof a1 serte-of material inea. This ¥
‘The; knew such things existed. They
only Moscow'’s propaganda that Communism produced the
best. of all things and for the first time they began to have
thelr doubts.

That's why there nave been so many Red Army deser-
tions in occupied Europe.

Remembering this, I have been thinking it might be a
§ood idea to beam # radio program to Russia and other semi-
Iron Curtain countries. offering 100 wrist watches as prizes
for the best letters on how to bring about a democratic

e with the USA—on how to make peace and d

For Lbam-m!ontl

it watch thousands of
sians an 'vu]ﬂ keep their elrl lluld !o

r Europeans
the ndlu d-y and nl(m. Not only
A thinking al

t peace and democracy but ncidentaity
t ‘would hear a lal more of the State D!Dlﬂm!nl rop-
aganda broadcasts. Most important of all, they Wi do

some thing about friendship with the United -States:

ir

the world drift toward war without dolng som
Perhaps we could stage a quick tr idea- in

lialy where democracy is fighting  vita] front-line battie

then later-warm up to & longer radio barrage to

people on how. to make democracy live.

Soap Won Friends

DURING the war we spent millions dropping pamphlets,
so-p. and \n han with messages -uuhnd In order to
p.o behin enemy lines. This is modemn ware
It saves a lot n( lives.
ly we are spending billions to dr-rt men, bulld air-
plane carriers, prepare for another But we spend
almost nothing on trying to head off ﬂllt War—on soften-
ng the potential enemy. on winning over its people.
mericins are the most ingenlous and resourceful peopie
in the world. We are also
men. And it we can't sell democracy better than
sians can sell Communism there's Yomething  rong wiih s,
Several centuries ago. men fought with swords
lances. Thev had to be within striking distance, Later u-nq
fought a little farther apart wih muskets and cannon. Then
field artillery was able to incie=> the range, until now the
airplene and rocket have carried warfare across oceans
continents.

E

However. the range must be increased even farther.
mlul e increased to l miles or M h1 radio, letter
bility

of dictat
Auu:l-b’. the strategy ox the future hu
Ppaign to prevent war.

You can call it commercial if you want
got to apply modern techniques to
selling peace.
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