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Fight Against Truman Stalls

\EXAS DEMOCRATS have signified that
they will back President Truman for
re-election if he wins the party's Presiden-
tial nomination. Thelr action constitutes
recognition of the fact that the Southern
revolt is stalled. except for the fireworks in
Congress over civil rights legislation, and
President Truman is now a good bet to be
nominated on the first or second ballot at
Philadelphia in July.

Further indfeation that the anti-Truman
fight in the party is headed nowhere comes
from Alabama's Senator Sparkman in his
effort to revive the boom for Gen. Dwight
D Eisenhower The General himself has
given absolutely no encouragement to this
draft movement All the observers who are
closest to the General say there lsn't &
chance he would accept a call to salvage
the Democratic Party. All the known fac-
tors and considerations in' the picture
argue agalnst the likellhood of the conven-
ton offering the nomination to the Gen-
eral. and against his acceptance of it in the
remote contingency that be has the chance
to refuse.

Continued agitation for Eisenhower, in
the face of this situation, amounts to &
pathetic confession that the Democratic
opponents of Truman have no substitute
for Truman and no prospect of turning up
with one

1f the Southern Democrats mean busi-
ness in the ant-Truman revolt. they
should now have a boom going for a party
leader who is avatlable If the New Dealers
who are critical of Truman are serious in
their revolt talk they should come forward

with a liberal candidate to their liking.
The Southerners discussed conservative
Senator Byrd of Virginia, the New Dealers
thumped for liberal Justice Willlam O.
Douglas, and then both camps turned to
wishful cries for General Ike

While Truman’s Democratic oppohents
have been marking time. running in circles
or wavering. the President has been pick-
Ing up strength with pledges of united
support from Western and Northern Dem-
ocratic delegations

Another factor working In favor of Mr.
Truman Is the situation in Congress, where
It now is indicated that neither the Repub-
lieans nor Democrats expeet the eontrover-
stal ewll rights legislation to be cnacted
into law. Republicans certainly will put on
a drive for these bills in order to keep
the South stirred up against Mr. Truman,
but they are not lkely to press it to the
point where Southern resentment will be
transferred from the President to the Re-
publicans. For that reason, it is not ex-
pected that the GOP will invoke the clo-
ture rule to stop a Southern filibuster
against the civil rights bills.

Republicans also know that if the civil
rights measures became law before con-
ventlon time, the Southern revolt might
weil become violent enough to knock Tru-
man out of the Democratic nomination
and that would upset the GOP plans All
Republican strategy Is based on the cal-
culation that Truman will be the Demo-
cratic nominee and the GOP may be ex-
pected to do nothing that will goad the
Democrats to draft an alternate for him

Threat To Basic Principles

HE Senate Commerce Committee 15 con-

sidering bills to curb or ban liquor ad-
vertising. Senators Reed (R-Ran) and
Edwin C Johnson (D-Colo) are the au-
thors of measures to restrict such adver-
tising, and Senator Capper (R-Kan) ha¥
another which would in effect outlaw li-
quor ads entirely.

The Amerjcan Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation Is protesting the proposed legis-
lation. In a letter to Chalrman White
(R-Me) of the Committee, It is asserted
by David W. Howe, ANPA president

“It 15 the belief of thls association that
it does not lie within the purview of the
Congress to forbid the advertising of any
product which may legaily be bought or
sold *

Most of the general circulation maga-
zines publish liquor advertising. Some do
not. Newspapers vary in their policles as
widely as local customs and statutes. The
Charlotte News does not accept liquor ad-
vertising. even though published In a “wet"
county. but does publish beer and wine
advertising. Some other North Carolina
newspapers p)fbllAhed'ln “wet" countlés do
publish liquor advertising, as is their privil-
ege under North Carolina law.

While rejecting such advertising as a
matter of taste, as we do other kinds of

advertising of doubtful value to our read-
ers, even though the products may be law-
ful. we could not challenge the right of
others in sinmilar clrcumstances to publish
such advertising if they desired. Indeed,
we defend thelr right to do so

If the products are approved by the Fed-
eral Government for sale—and there are
elaborate systems of testing and inspection
by the Federal Government—then the Gov-
ernment has no right to hamper sale of
the products by discriminatory restrictions
or through the conventional channels of
commerce, which most assuredly include
advertising

Nelther would the State of North Caro-
lina have any right to forbid advertising
of liquor In counties which have voted for
llquor under the ABC plan The princinle
involved here is not whether legalized liquor
is good or bad in a community: it is the
extenslon of corollaries whether liquor Is
lawful or unlawful With liquor as with
any other commodity commercially pro-
duced. lhe\ﬁxbnc has learned the reliabil-
Ity of adveNised brands and would have
to buy “in the dark” without advertising.
To forbid by leglslative fiat a manufacturer
or distributor of any lawful product to ad-
vertise It would be a violation of the spirit
if not the letter of the Constitution

Italian Voters Sadden Wallace

ENRY A. WALLACE comes up with a

sour comment on the Italian elections,
declaring that the United States “man-
aged to buy votes with our pressures” and
adding that “we are fools If we believe
that we bought friendship.”

We take this io be a tribute to America,
in Mr. Wallace's left-handed way. We are
pleased to observe that he was unable to
say that we stole the election or that we
coerced the Italian voters or that we pur-
chased the election Ina corrupt sense Our
only crime seems to have been that we
exerted “our pressures.” and what Mr. Wel-
lace means by this is that we spent the
American taxpayers' money to assist the
Italian people. used arguments, promises
and persuasion to influence the outcome
at the polls.

In other words, we were guilty of using
in Italy the same tactics we employ In a
typical political campaign in our own
democratic country. As we get it, Mr. Wal-
lace tsn't actually condemning the methods
we used. He merely is startled at the evi-

From The Atlanta Journal

dence that our pressures are so potent in
& forelgn country. and chagrined because
our conduct In this campalgn does nothing
to sustain his and the Communists’ argu-
ment that we are bent on a course of im-
perialistic exploitation in Europe.

As Mr. Wallace himself points out. it Is
our money that is being spent and the
only people who stand to be fooled in this
operation are the Americans themselves

It wasn't necessary for him to remind
us that we didn't buy the during
of the Itallan voter  From long experience
In this business of carrying elections, we
know that from now on Washington can
expect nothing but more demands. more
complaints and more abuse from Rome,
Genoa. Venice and other Itallan precinets.

We don't kid ourselves into believing
that the extension of American style de-
mocracy to Europe isn't golng to cost plen-
ty.  However. at the moment we don't frel
too badly about the bill for Italy or the

love

\ Peace Now Is A Necessity

HE CHINESE are credited with the in-
vention of gunpowder, and weak stuff

1t was by comparison with the explosives of
today. Thus there is scant comfort in Dr.
Philip 8. Owen's recent pronouncement
that there Is "no residual 1ty” In

fickleness of the Italian voter, We won,
didn't we?
months of the bitterest civil strife the

battlefield deaths for the Unlon were 110.-
070 and those for the Confederacy an esti-
mated 74.524, according to the blennial re-
port of the U. 8. Army Chief of Staff, as

Hiroshima. A world talking war would do
well to bear in mind that the atomic bomb
that blasted Hiroshima to rubble on Aug.
6. 1945, was the first ever used In warfare.
There conceivably could come a day when
the lethal power of that bomb would be to
newer atomic weapons as the first gun-
powder's explosive qualities are to TNT.

Dr  Owen. executive director of the
Atomic Bomb Casualty Survey Commission,
Aays. in effect. that the atomic bomb drop-
ped on Hiroshima did Its deadly work at
the moment of explosion. It killed 78.150—
212 per cent by radiation—and Injured 64,
678. One bomb. not thousands, hundreds or
even a dozen. Just one.

In the War Between the SBtates, 48

in the “Inf Please Al-
manac” for 1948. From the same source we
learn that the battlefleld deaths In nine-
teen months of World War I were 50510,
and 44 months of World War 11 were 201 .-
367. Compare these figures with the toll of
the first atomic bomb.

No thinking person can do other<han
contemplate with horror the vision of a
day when even more powerful atomic
bombs may be loosed on the great eitles of
the world, including our own Man's gentus
for destruction must be curbed. and that
can be accomplished only when all nations
have consideration for each others wel-
fare. The time is at hand when peace is
not merely a state to be desired. It now is
& necessity, if civilization 1s to survive.
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