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Truman And Douglas- -1944-48 .

EMOCRATIC calls to ditch Truman and
draft Eisenhower grow in volume in-
the face of the discouraging prospect that
1t will not be possible to sidetrack President
ruman from the nomination and General
Eisenhower would not accept the honor
even if the party could manage the diffi-
cult feat of naming him to head the ticket.
However, the anti-Truman and the pro-
Eisenhower movements have now proceed-
ed far enough — Snuth. North, East and
West—to make It clear that a great deal of
behind-the-scenes plotting and discussion
1s going on among the politiclans and any-
thing can happen at the Philadelphia con-
vention in July.

Among the Phﬂld!lphll surprises that
may be that

much closer than the nbeul Justice Doug-
las to their heart’s desire. 8o Truman was
i and on the way to the White House,
Hepry Wallace was out and Bill Douglas
‘was forgotten.

In 1948, Justice Douglas is back in the
political picture. In 1944, he received no
consideration {rom the convention bosses
because those worthies wanted a party
regular as a compromise candidate in place
of the leftist Wallace and another conspic-
uous New Dell!r was nat needed on fhe
ticket with the Champ 'in order to give the
party a potent appeal to labor and the in-
dependent yoters. This year the situation
1s reversed”"Roosevelt s gone, Wallace has
bolted and the party needs a strong liberal
leader above all else. SBoutiiern Democrats

the South will be rcnlronnd with a diffi-
cult choice between two men who were
brought to the fore at the Chicago conven-
tion n 1944 as the result of another South-
ern revolt tn the party which has an im-
portant relationship to the present conflict.
They are Harry 8. Truman and Supreme
Court Justice Willlam O, Douglas, who fig-
ured in the contest for second place on the
1944 ticket with Franklin D. Roosevelt.
President Roosevelt sent a letter to the
convention, in care of Robert E. Hannegan,
saying that either Truman or Douglas
would be acceptable 1o him as the party's
nomines for Vice-President.

That Roosevelt letter deall the final blow
to Henry Wallace in his fight to win the
Vice-Presidential nomination over the op-
position of the Southerners and the North-
ern and Middle Western city bosses. Tru-
man suited the CIO leaders, and the South-
ern conservatives and the machine bosses
found the conservative Missourian was

Arms Threat To U. S.

ENATOR HARRY ¥. BYRD of Virginia
has introduced a resolytion for a five-
member subcommittee of the Senate Armed
Forces Committee to act as a watchdog over
military expenditures and the results of the
enormous preparedness program we are un-
dertaking Only valid objection to this pro-
posal which we can see is°that it doesn't go
far enough. 1t is designed primarily to elim-
inate waste and Inefficiency and as such
is all to the good. However, something
more specific and drastic i needed to guard
against profiteering and corruption in this
vast spending operation.

As Senator Byrd points out, “military
expenditures do not mean military defense
unless such expenditures are efficiently ad-
ministered *  Concern on this score is
heightened by the statement of Secretary
Marshall that our defense system is atill
only “a hollow shell” despite the fact that
we have been providing about $12 billioh a
year for military expenditures since the last
war ended. Proposals now before Congress
would raise the annual military outlay to
$13 billion or more for an indefinite, period.

“‘We must not be misled. by any statement
that this tremendons military cost will be
temporary,” Senator Byrd states. “It is
likely to continue for many, many years.
The effectiveness with which these military
expenditures are made may well determine
whether or not we can preserve the solvency
of our Government. It is not difficult to
predict a $50 billion peacetime budget in the
next year or so, based upon military ex-
penditures of from $18 billion to $20 bil-
lon. foreign aid of from $7 billion to $8
billion, interest on the public debt of $5

haven't : their conservative line
but the leftist trend has had a large effect
on all other elements of the party. includ-
ing the Administration and the city ma-
chines, which recognize that the Democrats
can win ‘only as the progressive party.

- It was Truman'’s election-year turn to the
left that brought on the 1948 Southern re-
volt over the civil rights issue and created
the situation which revives political in-
terest in Justice Douglas. Earlier this year,
Truman’s managers talked of Douglas for
second place on the ticket. With the revolt
against Truman gaining from both the left
and the right, the Justice now finds him-
#elf In a very favorable position to be con-
sidered for firat place. He is, much more
than General Eisenhower, the logical man
to lead the Roosevelt followers. If the new
draft Bisenhower movement fails and the
Truman décline continues, the New Dealers
will be presented a fine chance to nominate
for President the genuine Roosevelt disciple
who was passed up at Chicago in '#4.

Solvency 3

billion, care of the veterans $7 billion, and
ordinary expense of Government about $12

Although we still are nominally at peace,
the need for Congressional watchdogs on
the American armament program was never
greater even In wartime. Benator Byrd
makes that point clear enough when he
declares

“Financial preparedness is just as im-
portant as military preparedness. It Is well
for us to recognize now that the impact
upon our domestic economy of an annual
budget of $50 bilifon will have far-reaching
consequences and will require the most
careful planning if we are to avold war
controls in time of peace, which will un-
dermine our American way of life.”

Benator Byrd has understated the danger
to America If anything, In warning that
Wwe are operating on a very narrow margin of
solvency. We are going all-out in an arms
race before we have made a dent in the
bill for the last war, which left us with a
public debt that stood at $258 billion in
1847, Taxes of all kinds take a third of
our income and almost 80 cents of the Fed-
eral tax dollar already goes for past wars
or defense measures.

The problem stated in these figures is
larger than the question of honesty and
efficiency in military expenditures with
which the Byrd proposal deals. The drive
toward national bankruptcy which alarms
the Senator and many other Americans will
not be stopped unti] our Washington watch-
dogs substitute a peace program for their
arms programs.

Special Case For Margarine

Ix the case of oleomargarine, there still
18 a chance for the people to score at
Jeast one clearcut victory in the 80th Con-
gress. That opportunity comes with a move-
ment for a discharge petition in the House
which would free margarine legislation
from the House Committee on Afyjculture
and bring it to the floor of the House for
open debate and a vote.

gress, the Republican leadership will have
to show more interest in economic justice
than it has exhibited to date. Fifteen of the
16 Committee votes to'shelve the bills aame
from Republicans and the 10 who voted
against them were Democrats, Republicans
in the Senate defeated a Democratie at-
tempt to add a margarine repealer to the
tax bill."The oop thus clearly bears the
a system

Sigriatures of 218 Repy are re-
quired to make the petition etfective. After
that. the bill to repeal or modity the dis-
criminatory Federal taxes on margarine
would have to run the House and Senate
gauntlets. Prospects are fair that it will re-
_cetve approval if it can be pried out of
the Committee's cooler,

To a unique extent, the margarine issue
Justifies the use of the extraordinary "dis-
charge petition” remedy. That rule was es-
tablished by Congress to. force a Com-
mittee to report bills initead of pigeonhol-
ing them in cases where the Committee
obviously was abusing its power to defeat
the popular will. The action or inaction on
the margarine bills is a classic example of
such dictatorial control by a small group
of Congressmen. For 62 years, the Agri-
culture Committee has been burying bills
which would end the indefensible tax on
margarine imposed at the behest of the
butter interests,

Earlier this month, the Agriculture Com~
mittee maintained its undemocratic record
by voting 16 to 10 to shelve legislation re-
pealing the special Federal taxes and license
fees on margarine. Although this wasn't the
first time that the Committee placed spe-
cial privilege above the public interest,
was the most shocking demonstration of
rule by lobby in the long contest over this
fasue. z

1t the margarine legislaion i rescued
the Committee and passed by Con-

that unfairly penlhzu the merchants who
distribute margarine, the farmers who pro-
duce the ingredients, the industry that
makes the product and the miliions who use
the poor man's spread on their bread

At -the end of a sermon In an upstate
church an ardent prohibitionist was per-
mitted by the entirely anti-prohibitionist
parson to say a few words on his pet sub-
Ject. “Brethren,” he said, “if T had all the
whisky, braindy, and champagne ih the
world, T would fling the whole of it into
the ‘Mississippl.” He sat down, and in the
pause that followed the parson rose. “We
shall conclude,” he said, “by singing Hymn
57: ‘SBhall We Gather At The River?'"—
Jackson (Mizs,) Daily News.

‘The SBunday papes carried a story from
Georgetown bearing this headline: “Offi-
cial Bays Water Harmless” That's probably
true, but there are some people who are
going to be mighty hard to convince; I
don’t mean Georgetown residents, but those
everywhere who hold to the old belief that
its rusts pipes—Lerington (Ky.) Leader.

Possibly it is the young generation that
‘wishes it had gone in for planned parent-
hood —Dallas Morning News.

’ r

P apll"s Platform

A Blow To Our Civil Rights

FAYETTEVILLE
Editors, TxT Nrws:

E statement reecntly made by our good Govers

nor, that North Carolina alresdy has an anti-
lynch law, one much stronger than anything Con-
ress 15 consi . I8 & statement calculated to
prove the inadvisability of such Federal legislation.
1f such legislation be needed to correct any situa-
tion in any state, however. it could hardly be enacted
merely to apply to one single state:-an action whicn
would constitute rank discrimination in itself. It
would have to apply (0 all. no matter what Governor
Cherry says. or thinks, and even though for my own
part. Gentlemen. 1 agree with his position as it
concerns our own_ stawe a candidate for nomi-
nation as State Representative, however. I respect-
fully invite your atlention to a situation which will
recelve my earnest attention (or opposition) in
event of my nomination and election.

T have in mind that portion of the civil rights
mens ntain ‘s amsertion that,
“Not all groups a to live and work whera they
please or 1o Improve thelr conditions of life by their
own_efforts.”

In this particular, the Executive was on sound
ground, Sir. and when one considers the relation of
it o that specimen of economic discrimination
which embellishes the statute books of North Caro-
the so-called anti-labor piracy law (ie, the
“special’s which prevents’ any
§roup-migration from this state, for any reason of
economic advantage, one may well stop and ask.
8ir, whether North Carolina even recognizes the Con-
stitution 1n “reality though it was ratified (and
tn Fayetteville) as a matter of fact by this State!

not ail be proud of the need for
anti-lynch legislation for any state of the union,
but this Peg-Leg sample of legal injustice in the
economic :nmu is right t home with us,
“right under our own nose.” e need to do
is o tell employers of Southern labor in North
Carolina to o get their labor in the open mar-
the country instead of &hort-circuit-
lnz constitutional rights and wrecking the reconomy
#5 & whole by using the legal processes to campaign
against the democratic institution of free and open
competition.

—EDWARD J. CALCUTT.
[

> CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tus Nrws:
vam' me sufficlent space in your valued paper
hich to challengs the contention of Mr.
ancls O. Clarkson that George Washington was an
rthodox Christian. At the inception of Mr. Clark-

“on's, Teply to my. recent letier ne quoted verbatim
&' elaborate supplication_ supposadly offered by. the
first President in 1783. In my first article on this
subject I cited two New York Episcopal Church

dignitaries to confirm my claim that the father of

The former of these leading churchmen,
William White, was for some time presiding bishop
of his denominatior: while the latter. Rev. John Aber.
crombie, was long rector of Bt. Martin's Episcopal
Chreh of hich Marths Washingion was an ardent
communica; two prominent Episcopal of-
ficials. adsociated. with Washington and his wifs
guring ’Lhn great General's entire Presidential tenure,

ccording to Mr. Olarkson, Washington au-
l«h!n“clled the aforementioned ornate divine en-
Drew Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round «

N[ EMO to Benator Tast
While you and I are in frequent disagreement.

considerable admiration for your courage and tenacity
b for your tonsideration & problem of

1 therefore present
vital impartance to all of us

As you know. the Administratio
embark on a gigantic arma program, including thous:
Jot planes, new rocket- hunrhln
can carry rockets close to ene

ful enough to outrun submarines, and thousands
‘missiles.

consuming guided

1 have

n is now planning fo
of

ibmarines
new airplane c
riers Whish can Iaunch bombers, fast men—n-m ships power
steel-

treaty in 1783. Nevertheless it seems to me entirely
logical to assume that if any evidence whatsoever
existed between 1763 and 1797 which could be con-
sistently construed as supporting the ciaim that the
initial President was an orthoc
opal spokesmen Just referred to would
questionably known of it Moreover it s equally
certain that the same Church leaders, had they
acquired proof of Washington'’s orthcdoxy. would
rate first in employing this knowledge to their
special advantage. The foremost commander at
that period reached he height of his popularity
and most assuredly tt
have become Inexpressibly
General's actual addition to i . yet the iden-
tical church leaders who at that very time conversed
with Washington and his wife for eight rs RO on
denoting the General a deist and Christian

o being required to m-n
any particular religious commitmel

No questions were nsked concerning the occu-
pant’s relizious views Such evidence therefore no
more affirms the first Chief Executive a conven-
tional Christian than it proves the resourceful Amer-
ican patriot
Christiag persuasion
Jdefferson but a considerable element of other mlomu
celebrities endorsed Paine’s delstical "Age ea-
son* Moncure D Conway, an erudite and reputable
Virgintan. was rmmrn by the first President's hetrs
to edit his state papes

For Mr cmx«m'. information 1 include Dr. Con-
way's statement that the Washington official docu-
ments eontain this significant_proncuncement: *
Government of the United States i in n
founded on the Chrstian religion,” which latter
declaration impresses me as harcly compatible with
the dictates and objectives of orth Chris-
tianity.

Respectully
—A. M. GAUN’

Death For Highwaymen
CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tue Nrws
I NOTE in Txx Ngws for March 22 the editorial,
“Gambling Draws the Bandits” Highway robbery
can easily be eliminated Investigate the Alabama
law, making highway robbery with the use of any

properly drawn up by
¥ith no foop holes in Ii—highway robbery with the
use of a deadly weapon means deat

—WILLIAM C. Blcl.\'Tl!.L

Quote. Unquote

We hope that guy who begins early every July
to holler for a White Christmas has had enough of
the whita stuff to last him until July 1930.—Memphis
Press-Scrimitar,

nation's normal
flation.

May  will be mare money
recently on the gravy train, less g
tkyrocketing prices

where
that s
million marl

peacelime economy into boom-bust in

For on top of the tax reduction you are now voting. there
to spend. more profita by those
0ods to buy and’ further ast

In shoit we may witness all the tragedy of Europe,
money means little more than the paper on
rinted and where a cup of coffee at times has cost &

I am not proposing that the United States shirk from
any arms program that is necessary. No grest crisis has

Marguis Childs

U. S. Preparedness

‘WASHINGTON

EMBERS of Armed

Services listened

with solemn and m‘vnu concern to
Mar-

Becretary of State George C.
ahall as he explained why the world
tion

vinced. and they will carry their
conviction to the floor of the Sen-
ate.

But at the same tme many of
thess members harbor serious
doubts about the effictency of the
leadership of the armed services.
What is espectally disturbing is the
fact that there is 50 little Feadiness
for the present emergercy. The
Pentagon seems to be as completely
taken by surprise as the average
eltizen

A dratt bl was not ready tor pres-
entation o Con, a8 been
Secaceaty W Teuiun e Wb

igress walte. In terms of action

e program, this is not serior

however, a serious runmmn
on 'the preparedncss of the srmed
services

The war in Europe has been over
for nearly three years. Yet there
is no evidence that anyone has

any over-all manpower
studies to show how the human re-
sources of the nation can be most
eftectively and intelligently used in

nd
past are to be avoided.
DRAFT POLICY *
Dratt policy in World War II took
no account of the real demands of
total war. It was an old-fashioned

seine that scooped up men whole-
sale without regard to the effect on
sclence and scientific trainiog and
the nation’s all-important technol-

‘nuou‘haut the war, leading
sclentists repeatedly sought to bring
about & change in this policy. They
understood how deep were the In-
roada being made In the nation's
basic research and, even more m-
portant, in scientific tralning.

But they got nowhere. Contrary
to the policy In every other country,
the teaching of sclence was brought
virtually to a standstill in the Unit-
o States, A four-year gap now re-
mains to be made

8l tn charge of the Office ot
Selective Service Records is Ma).
Gon. Lawis B Forshey, who was re:
sponsible for World WIY 11 draft
policy. Presumably he will ahve a
great deal to ssy about the new
draft bil. This; time, however,
members of Con’nu are likely to

DeWitt MacKensie

Test For

AP Forsign Affairs Analyst

18TORY records few, if any

political elections upon which
to much has depended'ss hinges
on the Italian national voting of
April 18, for the outcome may de-
termine the trend of the “cold war*
n Europe between Communism and
democracy.

‘This momentous electoral eontest
is between the powerful Communist
Party and the Christian Democrats
headed by Premier Alcide De Gas-
peri. who now presides over an un-
stable coalition of rightists. If
the Reds can elect enough members
tc control the they will
have gained a priceless Mediterra-
Bean bate from which to conduct &
conquest of Western
the Turkish-Dardat e11€ 5
zone. 1f De Gusperi can secure
a safe majority, democracy’s star
will be in the ascendancy.
THREAT OF FORCE

The allan Oommunlste

intend to
government by !om i dem-d tbn

lun an-’

o3
that the “popular Com-
Tminista and their um.u allies will
get 35 to 40 per cent of the votes.
This may be Lh! Ilrlnl m!x\td
by any one pa Antt
Communist perties Bave dica
they will combine after

tion to claim victory by majo
and the right to form the’ new

Reds out of his government last
year and has given 5o indicatin
that he wants them back.
here are. various factors which

bid fair to Influence the voting. The
proposal of the western Allles to
return Trieste to Italy is calculatrd
to win democratic support. 8o is
r.m kml-u that Ammun ma-
ald depends on loyalty to

adon!

* Tnis
4% a trisl-and-error ysiem.
L

of the arms progr:

hich 1t VA8 hot

vote new controls. 1! |.
because

it we

(me, however, we cant wait.

that members of the Senate
Bervices

Puzzling, too,
Lm lu:z of an ou-uu record mﬂ-

'leekl elﬂler. At that time he 'I‘

approximately 8 to 1
against a renewal of the draft.

If Secretary Marshall can describe
our military establishment as &
“hollow shell.” then, Senators are
asking, what s happening to the
$11,000000000 currently being
spent by the three services? 1Ia
terms of what America has spent
in peacetime before, this i & proe
diglous sum.

Dismantling the military appars
tus of World War IT—putting &
large part of the Navy in mothballs,
for example— was a very costly
process, But in spite of this cost,
members of the committee feel thas
the nation should be getting more
than & “hollow shell” ofr $11,000,«
000,000,

Criticism tends to skip over See~
retary of Defense James Porrestal,
who s not held accountable for ad=
mipiatrative detall. The three
vice Becre!

committee
far more closel h.ll. s hlw-
Ing to defense llﬂllml

dly lllnllllr m—
2 commities 1 Took over the

tive’s shoulder, And h hm ot least
;u:h A committee seems to be called
or.

Religion

democracy. On the other hand the

“I think that no menace as grave
as atheistic
confronted Chris

The préfate -ddrd lhn cnuuna
who favor Comm “cannok
ask of priests to be admitted to
holy sacraments, to have the rite
ual blessing of the church, to be=
long to Catholic action

cannot

Arms Program Will Mean Rigid Controls

WASHINGTON were up almost 30 per cent even befors price control was
ted

We can't afford

o
November President Truman Congress tor
give him the power W control L, Hu Tequas. tn e
am ahead, was

grant
Now, 1 can lymwutlu with Cowu-lanu ulucuna o,
hem, second’

because none
appointees lrI nﬂ nohﬂ for etfle

clency in -dmxmmnm hem.
are to bulld armaments, price cone
{rols and ailocations of scarce

In addition the National Defense Department urges a
lendelease program whereby we would equip the armies of
democratic nations in Eu

le this program may mz all be ldonled yn if only
balt of Ji—including the, sviation program which vou your
selt fovor—is adopted, ft will result in the lmlul fla-
tion this nation has ever see

Already we face a steel shortage.
Toads are hard up for freight cars
short in_ suppl + 'shottage stll_ handicaps
lectric power i 50 low in the West that
California is on daylight saving. Last week when the air-
plans industries learned they Were (o start & new building
program thelr aluminum orders swamped lpe three lone
companies in this country which make aluminum.

In other words, with the nation's economy already run-
ning at top speed. the Army and Navy have asked for
fourteen billion and are reported ready to ask for ten or
eleven billion more.

Boom-Bust Inflation
CCORDING to the opinion expressed by many ef your
coll . & large part of this money will be voted. But
even if the alr program alone is voted, it will push the

Ay

ever found this nation lacking, ‘and with Russia on the
rampage, a big air program undoubtedly 13 necessary,

Unpl Controls N

P Y
ND though T have reservations nbout some of the other
extravagant demands of the military, T have no reserva-
ton about the fact that if even a fraction of this arms pro-
gram ia to be met, the nalion must once more suject itself
to a rigid. unpleasant system of controls. Pus
must act before our economy gets out of hand.
Without going Into the whys and wherefores of who
killed OPA, it_remains a fact that prices have gone up ever
since.  But that rise ts nothing compared with the sky-
tocketing sure to be touched off by the new arms program.
S0 if we are to have controls, let's not go through the
same hodgepodge we experienced during the late war, the
same jumble of gerrymandered Government agenctes bully
up and torn down on a trial-and-error basis.
Finst we had the fumbling National Defense Advisory
rd 1 it wi

1
it in t

of urn 0
the War Production Board, 'nm- tnate was the suvpn-.
Prioriien and Allocations Board the whie)
started off with limited auth use & mnrmmul
thheld that authority. As & result, some prices

P

rthermore, if you, Senator Taft, take the lea
Lh- country must expect of one who seeks to be elected to
the land,
certain ad tions. ' Senator Vanden! for
instance, who has set such a ﬂn- example for u-p-mn.
foreign policy, is consulted by the Stat
umml out of that policy and the appointments -m
under

blpuuun domestic policy in this day nl national

emergency is fact becoming Just as necemsary. A8 by
fore! wll:% The two go ha ~han

Iln kes & big man to admit his mistakes. I nole
lhu you have been big enough to reverse yoursel -

eral education and are now lea lm fight ur The

Donald Nelson, Leon Hen who kept
prices. allocated war matarials, and ask them to
chart a new course to head off the om

of inflation.

DREW PEARSON.



