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America In The Wdr Crisis

NEED the draft, Universal Military

Training and everything else that
President Truman recommends In his spe-
cial message to Congress. Of that, there
can be no doubt. This is a national emer-
gency and America cannot afford to neg-
Ject anything that will strengthen itself
and its allies against Russian aggression.

It 1s impossible t4 answer the question
that'is uppermost in the minds of Ameri-
cans: Does this mean war? The answer to
that must await the/Russian response, and
that will probably fequire some little time.
Meanwhile, everything In the picture sup-
ports the conclusion that this means at the
very least an armed crisls from here on
out with actual hostilities a constant
threat.

o 09

18 impossible to give a final answer to

the second question raised by the Presi-
dent's message: Will this show of Ameri-
can force stop Soviet Russia? That actually
is & part of the first question and a nega-
tive answer is plainly Indicated by the size
of the war threat. The fact that the Presi-
dent has taken this extraordinary step is
evidence enough that Russia is proceeding
post-haste with its campalgn for world
revolution. If the prospect were not large
that the Communists will proceed In this
movement and if it were not true that the
situation favors further Soviet aggression,
the Administration would not now be tak-
ing such desperate measures to hold the

line.

There 1s a large question whether this
American war stand will either slow down
the Communist drive or put heart in our
‘Western European allles, the two main ob-
jectives of the Truman program. On the
one hand, it may stimulate the Commun-
ists to more desperate action in an effort to
win all Europe before the United States
can arm itself to strike effectively. On the
other hand, it may demoralize the Euro-
pean people with the fear of another war
50 so0n after the last one and fan the firés
of revolt against the G that

erected in Europe are easy to overwhelm, it
is difficult to belleve that the American
military threat will deter them. In that
event, we will find that our show of force
simply hastened the day of European ca-
tastrophe and American isolation In a
Communlst world.

The hazards we are taking upon our-
selves In this course are quite clear but they
constitute no argument against the meas-
ures Mr. Truman has called for. In fact, the
reverse is the case. We have no choice but
to arm ourselves to back up the policy to
which this Government is committed, and
which it cannot now abandon without sur-

the C¢
our power moves do not carry the day for
that policy, theh we will need the draft,
UMT and other security measures more
than ever for what cnmes fter this.
. .
HERE WILL be ¢rles from the isolation-
ists on the right and the Wallace ap-
peasers on the left that the Truman Ad-
ministration has provoked this war emer-
gency In order to divert attention from the
domestic scene to the foreign front in the
election campaign. This will be an unfor-
tunate sound-effect so far as It reaches
Russian ears. They will take it to represent
the disunity that, actually, it does repre-
sent, and perhaps be emboldened thereby.
But the alternative of silence and inaction
and the appearance, at least, of toleration
of Russia's aggressions would have forever
damned the Truman Administration as in-
competent to deal with a crisis. The people
of the country, in their turn, will have to
deal with the crisis by letting considera-
tions of foreign policy be paramount to
domestic issues In determining whom they
shall elect to lead this nation.

‘There is no novelty in this situation.
Foreign policy was the determining factor
in two of President Roosevelt's re-elections,
despite thegnost heated controversies over
the New Deal and its domestic policies. It
-m have tobe 80 again. Fast shaping up as

to

now are co-operating with us.

‘The Communists may be expected to ex-
ploit to the full the new opportunities
created by this American preparation to
use force. If they find the barriers we have

question for the
answer in the conventions and the voters to
answer In the election is simply this: Un-
der whose leadership is the United States
most likely to win out over Russia? All
other considerations will be secondary.

Charlotte Keeps Patriot Faith

'USTEES of the Mecklenburg Historl-

cal Boclety properly describe the sym-
phonic historical drama to be presented
here this Summer as “a tremendous under-
taking " It is evident that tremendous is
&lso the right word for the spirit In which
this project is being advanced, and for the
§00d results to be expected from it.

One of the first things decided is that
‘the pageant will open with *Clarence O.
Kuester Memorial Week,” In honor of the
great civic leader whose vision, enthusiasm
snd planning are largely responsible for
this grand enterprise. Mr. Kuester devoted
his life to spreading the faith and proving
that Charlotte is capable of great under-
takings and he looked forward to the Meck-
Jenburg spectacle in May as the crowning
achievement of his career. Although he has
been dead less than a week, it Is not too
early to say that his people will agaln jus-
tify his faith and the drama of May, 1048,
will be exactly as he would have wished.

This task falls particularly on the busi-
ness community and the manner in which
it is responding merits the pralse of all
citizens and offers a sure guarantee that
the pageant will be a memorable success.
1In selecting George M. Ivey as a vice-presi-
dent of the Historical Soclety, to fill the
wacancy created by Mr. Kuester's death, the
trustees could have made no more appro-
priate choice. A native of Charlotte and an
outstanding business leader, Mr. Ivey Is a
troe exemplar of the progressive spirit in
our business, civic and cultural life.

The board has been and

Henry Dockery (the socjety’s attorney), and
Clarence Kuester Jr. and Faison Kuester,
twin sons of the late Mr. and Mrs. C. O.
Kuester.

‘The leadership that now has been formed
fulfills the high expectations that were
aroused when the soclety selected Mecklen-
burg’s distinguished native son, State Sen-
ator Joe L. Blythe, as its president. In addi-
tion to the devoted and competent lleuten-
ants which he has assembled in the society,
Senator Blythe is receiving notable assist-
ance from the Merchants Assoclation,
headed by Paul L. Abernathy, and the civic
clubs, which have sgreed to raise the
$50,000 capital fund to finance the venture.
An immediate start In the fund raising will
be made urider committees headed by W. M.
Imbody, for the civic clubs, and Mr. Ivey.

‘Through their patriotic and civic so-
cleties, the women of Mecklenburg are tak-
ing: a forward part In both the direction
and spadework. The enthusiasm and co-
operation they have shown back up the
promise that this will be “a wonderful
event”, as stated by ‘Mrs. W. H. Belk of
Charlotte, nationally known DAR leader.

In all, this represents a good week's work
for Charlotte. Mr. Ivey expresses the gen-
eral confidence when he declares that the
festival will be Yof tremendous business
importance to everybody In Charlotte, di-
rectly or indirectly.” The scope of the plans
already drawn make it equally certain that
the collateral benefits—in increased civic
pride, greater patriotism, stronger com-
munity tles md lnsplr-uon for larger un-

strengthened also by the addition of Mayor
H H Baxter, Chalrman Sid Y. McAden-of
County C

From The Louisville Courier-Journal

der!

The memarm !a Clarence O. Kuesfer will
be worthy of this true patriot of Mecklen~
burg.

American Unions Fight Stalin

A HOPEFUL factor in the present world
situation Is more welcome than the
first flower of Spring. Such a factor of a
very substantial nature is the campalgn
American labor organizations are waging
to keep labor free in other lands. The top
leadership in both the AFL and the CIO
has recognized what Communists are try-
ing to do to the world labor movement, and
they are fighting back.

Phillp Murray of the CIO has a Jot of
house-cleaning to do, but he is out in full
support of the European Recovery Program.
He 13 working to counteract the efforts of
Harry Bridges and other unlon leaders
down the line who spout the Communist
propaganda phrases. The AFL has thrown
tself Into a world-wide campalgn to ac-
quaint labor with the Communist danger
and to strengthen democratic resistance in
the countries where the pressure is getting
heavy.

Labor's Monthly Survey tells how many_
trade unionlists were “at first confused by
‘Boviet propaganda and misuse of the word

" Now the AFL organ proclaims
& united fmntv Labor leaders are sensitive
10 the fact that the Communist method, so

[

successful In Czechoslovakia and the other
victimized countries, Makes a cardinal
point of the Infiltration of labor unions. A
few capable leaders are corrupted by Mos-
cow. Thelr influence is then used to de-
ceive, to browbeat and finally to control
the great majority of non-Communist
workers. .

Labor was not the only group to be
fooled by Hitler, for capital also listened to
ireri song. The totalitarianism of Mos-
cow has less appeal for capital but more for
labor, since it professes to set up a Utopla
for the working man. The German trade
unlons found to their grief that Hitler in-
tended only ery for the workers. Now
the union leaders In countries still free are
beginning to see that Stalin has the same
design, that Communism does not destroy
class injustices, and that the sacrifice of
freedom doe, not even buy equality.

There may jll be time to get this mes-
sage to the rank and file of labor In Wub-
ern Europe. The only good

People’s Platform

‘Inside Story’ To The Family

ROUTE NO. 1, BOSTIC
Editors, Tie Nrws:
] response to your inquiry concerning the Tespect
with which Drew Pearson, the author of “Drew
Pearson's Merry-Go-| Round” h held in this family,
I wish to submit the foll
w Pearson's mnmbuunm to our daily reading
are held in great respect by both my wife and my-
sel. We admire. first of all, his -bum to get. and
portray. the numerous facts on many diverse sub-
feeta snd personalities tn the readers. of the papers
which column  appea cond, we be-
llzve that me reading p\lbllc should be informed
conversations, intrigues. manipula-
ike, of political, state. business, indus-
(L and other aftars concerning the taxpayer.
Third, we like to have explanations of the various
deals, bills, pacts, ¢tc., and their authors. propaga-
tors, histories, and other pertinent information deal-
ing ‘with these various subjects. Fourth, we think
that Mr. Pearson renders an inestimable service to
use all through his public airings of many of the
issues, cortemplated schemes, and the foibles of
Government. business, and in other fields directly
and indirectly concerning the citizens and taxpayers
is country—information that he is able to pro-
cure in what seems o be a magical way
FULh, there can be no doubt of Mr. Pearson's
desire o help others. who need help, and render his
country a service at the same tme in times of
crisis; as, witness his idea and implementation of
The Friendship Train.
am & great deal about our numer-

nesses,
cause of our limited scope in ]
and other diversified affalrs; and our inability to
nmlsu and correctly interpret this information 15
therefore of little consequence because Mr. Pearson
helps to do this for us. feel that Drew Pear-
son renders a specific service to everybody and 1t
is our sincere hope that you continue to carry
editorial

column on your page where it fittingly
belongs. .
More reasons in support of Drew Pearson and his

writings could be appended to this letter, such as
the courage it zometimes requires for a newspaper
man to present the naked truth; and the reasons
that have been given In it could be amplified How-
ever, we belleve that what haa alteady been sald will

re Apt here than the reminder th

it HUrLa1™ and 1n more.often likely ko be WpleAS:

ant than the other way around.
—WALTER W. MUELLER.

‘A Chronic Liar’

Editors, Tur Nrws:
wu.couz your invitation to comment on the
respect, If any, your readers hold for Drew Pearson
Speaking !or myself, T heartily concur with the late

CHARLOTTE

Drew Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round *

«

President Roosevelt, who described “a
chronic lar” note in wnum- Tpaper that
President Truman corroborates this opinion.
Moreover, I fall to see how any Nvuuh‘u news-
which professes adherence to a code of jour-
(4f such a thing exists) can in self~
distorted and perverted slanders.
—JOSEPH P. BAl

Pahetic ethica
respect publish nls

Pearson Slipping
BURLINGTON
Editors, THE Nrws:
N reading your paper several days ago, T noticed
you requested your readers to give you their
opinion of the effectiveness of the ‘above columnist.
Until the last several .
considerable of Pearson’s colt
o have specilized -lnnx the level of "smear
and while, no doubt, some of his luumenu
in A number of instances I belie
s wrongly made accusations. Therefore, l con=
his column now much less effective than I did,
sy five years ago and longer
—J. E. BAKER.

‘Prejudice To None®
GLEN ALPINE
Editors, Tue News
AM a subscriber of THE Nrws anddread Drew Pear-
son's column daily. In reading it T feel as though
I have a peck of the inside news happenings of In-
Gividuals, both national and international, who are in
the limelight.

prejudice to none. He gives the American people the
knowledge of many things that is often kept In the
dark, and makes us appreciate having freedom of the

. —MRS. CLAUDE WHITE.

‘Needs No Alterations’
WADESBORO
Editors, Tur Nrws
OUR editorial page needs
thoroughly appreciate it

no alterations.

—R. E. LITTLE.

What To Do With Russia?
CHARLOTTE
Editors. THE News:

SEE In Tur Nxws (Mar. 12) that the “Pressure

Group” of N. C. Federalists are saying, “One
World or World War™ T just want to ask one que
tion. How can we have “one world” as long as Rus-
#sia continues her present course?

I'm just an ordinary tlllﬂn d also potentisl
“canmdn fodder.” 1 know only Ihl! 1 read in
papers, but from the way I undeuuma it, the only
kind of world Russia wants unistic and un-

der the heel of the :
—JAMES FRAZIER.
P. 8. Please tell me How.

this new world have been hr[lly sattled and developed by

WASHINGTON
LITTLE BAND of dictators

use shall not even get &
chance to vote on the proj 1

ns at a time when
ominous clouds darken the inter-
national sky and when the iasue of
democracy's workabllity s to the
fore. Bo the indlwnation and the

tional welfare, both in peace and
war, ls recognized by all. Never-
theless, big business, o, has &
tremendous stake in the mainten-
ance of wmpﬂltlern—wﬂho\l' which

g capitalism cannot survive
j:\l}' alternative to capitalism s
s

form of statism—destruction
h b

e concentration of greas
economic power In a few corpora.
tions necessarily leads to the f
on of large nationwide
units. The development of the ¢
necessarlly leads to big bureans a

1 with them.

concern are

What is not known s that this
same oligarchy s holding b
measure that is in some
Important as the UMT bil It s &
pro close o locphole in the
Clayton Anu-Trust wse of
that loophole, rnnnnpoly concentra-
tion has grown bigger and bigger
and the opportunity for amali
Dess has grown less and 1

When the Clayto
ed in 1914, the method used
corporations to swallow little cor-
porations was to acquire all the
tock of the little fellow. Congress

imingly in’ favor of

stopping that practice. Therefore
this door was shut.

But big business promptl,
another way to absorb Httle b\ul-
ness. That was by buying up the

eifically banned under the Clayton
Act. The ou.honey Ke!luvfr Bill
would close this doo;
HEARINGS HELD
Last year extensive hearings on
the bill were held belou the House
Judl Big business
sent skilled -ponnmn to oppose
the measure. One of them was Oll-
bert H. Montague, a New York
lawyer, who ls sald since to have
that he has successfully

a
buried the bill.

But a majority of the commt
—18 to 9—found in favor of :hlln(
the door on monopoly. The com-
mittee report was written in vigor-
ous -pprov-l by Rep. John Gwynne

of I
bhun‘ Gwynne
od T S partianatls o
scure the truth. He beuem in the
American frn-on system
and he knows that n cannot be
free if it is nine-tenths monopoly.
After showing how concentration
of industry has lro'n by leaps and
bounds since the end of the war,

Owynne sald In
-‘rnn proj no sense
onistic to so-called busi-

neummmwwmmm-

James Marlow

ABC On

WASHINGTON —(®— This is an
ABC on the nation's two big atrikes:
d coal.

ml them, if they last
long enot

Helb—‘l'hu strike started Tues-

" day morni

Striking—100,000 CTO meat work-
ers across the nation. Affected—
Al the blg mast pecking plants,
many smalle 40 altogethe
The CI0 nnu a rllle of 20 ctnu
hour. The companies offersd
9 cents an hour.

The CIO sald it would take 9
cents an hour right now and then
let the difference between 9 cents
and 20 cents be arbitrated. The
owners said no to arbitration.

(Arbitration means both sides
would agree on some outsider and
let him decide whether the CIO
should get more cents, and
how much.)

About 150,000 other meat workers
Tecently settled for a 9-cent raise.
They're members of AFL or inde-
pendent unions.

Those 150,000, since they've set-
tled for omia, are expected o

stay on the job.
President Truman asked the CIO
to delay the strike so a special

o
m- dllpulr The CIO said “no" and

THE COAL SITUATION
Coal—This strike has been grow-

a clause in thelr con-

an
TmyTe nol 'ﬂlln( right nc

‘The re : Lewis wants f-lu coal
mine. owners to grant a pension
of $100 a month to
who's over 60 and who has worked
in the mines twenty years.

"“Nor shouid  we urm that ‘man
does not live by 3

the choice between eum»eumm and
manopqu. between real labor unions
and a system of dominating. rack-
eteering overlordshlp, between op=
portunity for youth to chart i

governm
belwe!n freedom and dictatorship
ween. these choices lie many
questions involving great moral and
nmmuu nluu which cannot safely

mu. rmlo}moun

e Republican mljﬂﬂ’? on the
Ruka Committee put the bill and
the Gwynne Report in & mnvenhn’

pigeonhole. And there it has stayed
every aince.
From time to time, Sen. Joseph

Th
now.
alty of 10 cents a ton,
mn mined, patd by the mine owns

“Tnis mga—n' supposed to take
care of miners’ welfare in & num-
bee of wae—is Tun by, o/ hperd'of

000,000
t up from w roy-
every

Lrw\l u uu union member on
the board. n Horn of Cleves
land repruenu the owne:

board.

taken care of out of the present

Toyalty- of 10 cents a ton.
an Horn says it can't. He says
the plan would mean about $33,-
000,000 in pensions the first year,
than is in the

he quit in Jan

The miners started being “une
willing” to work after u-upu
~them the mine owners

honofed” their contract. ue-mn‘

‘The owners

pension plan.

naeunummdcmdlut.mr
June 30.

't agree on his

Ordinary People Carry Democracy Ball

WASHINGTON

-shallying.”

ON'l of the great things about the American people is that

they belleve in wnmm at democracy. And when the

gentlemen in W n fall to exert leadership, as they're

inclined to do these d-l)' re and more 'plain ordinary

Patriotic people pick up the democracy ball and run with it.
me suu Depa;

posed to Italian e that we are their
friends nnd nat when mey §0 to the polls to vote April 18,

shouldn’ afrald to vote against Russian terrorism,
However, partly because of unds, the State De-
D-m_‘:;snt

h'ned

suggested to Bob

erican phyvmm um. he write &
short message “to the people of Italy from
America.” Sherwood hu 'ﬂll‘n such a lmllll!
below, and now be
several million coples, p vﬂnhd ln the Italian language,
I‘llul Venlce Nlﬂ“

and mall it direct to

can =up The messag
 "words, more and more peopla In. this country
Bave cotas 10 ealise et Wiemng the rece In Almost mors

over

ricans who hlv' “friends or xnllklvu in Italy

war.
spends millions dropping

enemy lines. It's called “psychological
logical warfare is even more
and the Government

the “manifesto for ‘peace” prepared by Ameri-
elm wl’m are lhnd of their Government In trying to make

“To The People OF luxy From The People Of America:
“We, the Ame neovl:. are proud to reaffirm the
strong bonds tha always existed always must exist

an lhn neovle o! Italy and ourselves.

bonds: survived through more than 25 years of

Fascist duuwnhtp and d through the ‘devastating war that

Fascism imposed upon the civilized world. These bonds are

union men, for European workers have long
learned to be suspicious of testimony from.
capitalist sources.

by another form of totalitarian dictator-

agaln
ahop,

new world, in which we Americans live, and in
which the cabe of flourished, was discovered by
a great Italian, Christopher Columbus, V.n continents of

men, lnd women ol Italian b!
“We

for n--n, of us,
“We have

g
struction of war and wants to see no more of b, W bell
that war can be avolded if the free peoples of the world will
keep stro e “democratie. ativutions by resisting ali
the sinister Xm‘cu of intimidation which seek to destroy
them from with!

We Americals want the Ttallan people to know that
we are with them wholeheartedly in melr auunk to main-
tain their jom and thelr dignity in a world that is
again darkened with the threat of oppression and slavery.”

The Housing War

ENATOR CHARLES TOBEY of New Hampshire clomped
angrily out of a joint using the

nal e
other day, ing & wholesale walkoutf after hll fellow Re-
publican, Senator Jos MeCarth y isconsin, got wound
up in a filibuster yuhnc housing. It was an incident
which every man should know about.
bey had Lhn 2’ Iu( a bill which would provide
,000.000 homes in . faced with defeat,
lned w stall.

rihright Senator John Sparkmen of Alsbuma had
luunxrd that the
of Senator Ralph Flanders, Vemont Mu These
were almost identical to McCarthy's own rmmm-nupm
except for two glaring exceptions: Flanders proposed build«
ing 500,000 units under mur-yur public housing program;
also farm housing on a large scale.

McCarthy protested um these lssues were too contro-
versial uld be presented in separate bills. Seeing
the maime tipped agamst him. he urged the vote be de-
layed until Congressman Frank Sundstrom of New Jersey.

ngreseman Wright Pnunm ot Texas 'snd Senaior Harry
Caiiy of Washingten we

This touched off the_Treworks.

snorted

ooks,” San Diego's Congressman Charles
Fletcher, who was elected by the California real-estate lobby,

Romantha ndleotour civilization. and,
etern: jous faith.

“like some unfatr shilly.
“If there is any shilly-shallying.” lp-mun
ixe leamed 1t from you at the fing ¥
WE have more men to shilly-
threatened to

ibustering.
is just an obvious attempt.” he fumed, “to put

“This
off yoting toda

“I wan! now” demanded Alabama's Congressman
Albert Rains, “if you are a one-man-filibuster.

“I iutend to talk untll Patman and Sundstrom show
up,” shot back McCarthy.

~It won't do you any good to walt for Patman,” snapped
Rains. “He's on our s

"We hre all adults." soothed McCarthy. “Lat's be sene
sible about this™

Tobey Erupts

“T'm not going to sta nmmduhwnmmmu

there 1s going to be  filll

Fletcher held out against public housing to
after everyone else Jolzied

Meanwhile, Senator Bob though he has done
nothing to push his own Taft- ‘bill,

:ddod mm«om
Wil slmost completely Teplace Tafts bil «



