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Taft And The War Danger

have Senator Taft's assurance that
there s no danger of war, which
“makes us all the more nervous when we
,recall his inability to see a military threat
to the United States In the days just before
the Axis powers struck us at Pearl Hnrb.mn
Up to now, Senator Taft has been widely
rcredited with sincerity and forthrightness
fand.his various {llogical actions and ut-
! terances have been charged off to the mud-
dle-headedness and confusion which seem
to be pardonable in a Republican leader who
! hopes to get himself nominated and elected
to the Presidency. However, in his latest
exhibition of complacency in the midst of
& war crists, the Ohlo Senator obviously be-
lies his own soothing words.
i Mr. Taft's statement that there 1s no
war danger was made in the Senate just
“ before he crossed himself up to vote for the
:Marshall Plan, which he had sought to
mnuu and delay through many months

of the war danger completely contradicts
his assertion that there is no reason for
alarm. It came at a moment when events
in Europe made it crystal clear that the
present “cold war" between the United
States and Europe can end only in a shoot-
ing war unless the power struggle is halted
soon, Such a truce can come only if the
United States turns to appeasement of
Russia or the Communists abandon their
campalgn for world revolution, and Senator
Taft knows that the trend is all the other
way In both cases.

Indeed, the Senator’s curious' speech
serves principally to emphasize the fact
that all along he has been a leader In the
movement to férce a showdown with Rus-
sia. His efforts to conjure” away the war
peril that now Is upon us\cannot conceal
the fact that he is one of the principal
architects of this war crisis.

Mr. Taft has had to-maintain the illusion
that there is no emergency in order to jus-

debate and
&;nmundy. the Ohloan finally voted fdr
the European Recovery Program because
tho regarded it as a war measure, explain-
ing that it was justified “by the world bat-
1tle against Communism” although it was
,"‘mphlely without nonomle Justifica-
{eation”.
| “We may lose every cent we put up, but
1t seems to me there is & chance it will ald
(the battle against Communism,” he sald.
, “The stakes are so large that I belleve we
. should take the chance.”
This confession of Mr. Taft's awareness

Opttmuls And The

AN‘NOU"NCDI’!NT by the Charlotte Op-
) timist Club of the expansion of the
{Junior Optimist program serves to bring
"into sharp focus the importance of the
7 work the Optimists have undertaken among
l.hl City's boys.
The Club has been operating the Junlor
1 Optimist Center on North Brevard Street
-fot the past four years and these years
! have been marked by fine accomplishment
l.n a worthwhile program of recreation de-
{ sigied to attract the youth of the section.
It is encouraging, too, to note that the
. Optimists are planning to open at least
two more recreation centers In other sec-
! tlons of the city.
‘The alm of the Club In establishing these
| recreation centers was stated simply as to
“keep the boys off the street.” The Club
‘ has been singularly successful in its pro-
, §ram at the North Brevard Park and the
employment of Marion (Footsie) Woods as

tify his to Military
Training, his program for a huge Federal
tax cut, his stand against wartime eco-
nomic controls and his delaying actlon
against the Marshall Plan. He now has
served notice that he is going ahead with
his campalgn to appeal to isolationist, pa-
cifist, business-as-usual and Russia-hating

']osng)h & Stewart Alsop

Washington Mystery

WASHINGTON
oss incompetence of the
handling of the so-called Con~
don cage by the Committee op un-
American_Activity (which has led
the New York Herald Tribune cor-
rectly to describe the committee'’s
n as “our soctet
single gift to Communist infiltra-
tion") has already attracted much
attention. Yet another aspect of
the case, In its way at least as se-
rious, has been almost entirely over-
looked. That is the mystery which
surrounds the publication by
mas Committee of part of the
Tarmous letser Trom the Pederal Bu-
reau of Investigation to the De-
partment of Commerce on the sub-
fect of Dr. Edward U. Condon's al-
leged shortcomings. The mystery
15 simply this: How did Represen-
tative J. Parnell Thomas's sleuths
get thelr version of the FBI let-
ter?

Mr. Robert Stripling, chief inves-
tigator for the Thomas Committee,
refuses to angwer this question. But

sion of the FBI letter could only
have come from the confidential
files of elgher the FBI or of the
Commercé Department. On that
point, spokesmen for both the FBI
and the Commerce Department also
agree. Yet—and here'ls. the mysc

Department
n"u:nll) and heatedly denies that
it 1a responsible for divulging part
of the contents of the famous let-

with access to the confidential files
or elum- organization has divulged
of the contents illegally and
'uhoul official sanction to &
omas committee investigator.
Moreover, presumably Represen-
tative Thomas or Mr. Robert Strip-
1ip# knows who the person who has
acted thus fllegally is. He would
seem a far fitter object for Cone
gressional attention than Dr. Cone
don; or than Mr. Hamilton Robin~
son, the State Department’s lead-
Republican, who has been
hauled up for Congressional grilling
on the grounds that he has a sec-
ond cousin who may have Lefust
tendencies.
OTHER EPISODES
There have been, moreover, other
paraliel episodes. The ineffable Rep=
resentative Clare Hoffman of Mich-
ia discove end rece

ummer
State Department employees wers
discharged, some. of them certatnly
unjustly, as potentially disloyal
Some person gave their names to
the press, thus compromising their
reputations. and perhaps ruining
thelr careers. Only the State De-
partment, the Civil Service com-

ter to the Thomas investigators.

And s0 does the FBIL The spokes-
man for the FBI states that it is {l-

lenl for the FBI to divulge such

information, unless publicly ordered

to do so by the Attorney

And the

mission and the FBI had
to umu names.
episodes
uhumn that lnnlvlmub in the ex-

ecutive branch, with access to con-
fidential files closely affecting the
of eme

serts further that the Thomas Com-
mittee has demanded the letter on

several occasions in the past, and
was each time refused.

groups. That may help In the
race even though it hurries America un-
prepared toward war with the Soviet. The
‘Taft performance to date is not that of a
confused man but of an Irresponsible mas-
ter in the art of political hocus-pocus,

Boys
North Carolina, is well fitted for the job o!
directing the recreation program. He has
worked with boys, understands their prob-
lems and his technical knowledge and skill
will enable m to develop athletic talent
among the Junlor Optimists.

The Optimists have spent $22,500 in de-
veloping the North Brevard recreation
center since Inception of the program four
years ago. Now the Club is ready to go
ahead with the construction of a swim-
ming pool and the erection of a gymnasium
at a cost'of $50,000. Thus the North Bre-
vard Junior Optimist center will become
one of the major recreation establishments
in the city.

‘The Junior Optimists operate under the
general superyision of a committee of the
Optimist Club headed by Lawrence Mason.
Mr. Mason, members of his committee, and
the membership of the club generally, have
given generously of their tithe and money

full-time director is another
the serious attention the Optimists
giving to this program.
Mr. Woods, who won fame in iIntercolle-
| giate athletic competition at Clemson Col-
lege, and has gained experience in leader-
ahip as & member of the coaching staff at
Central and Harding 8chools and at
the Charlotte Center of the University of

of
are

in the of the program. The
expansion_offers an enlargement of the
service that has been worth so much to so
many boys. The Junior Optimist program
means much to the City and the Optimists
merit the full appreciation of the people of
Charlotte for the program they conceived
and are carrying out 50 unselfishly and ef-
tectively.

Charles I. Burkholder’s Gifts

'HARLES 1. BURKHOLDER was the em+
bodiment of a rare combination of no-
 table qualities commonly associated with
{aclence, leadership and friendship. His
. death at the age of 75 removes from the
electrical industry’s national scene one of
the individually most influential and pow-
erful, yet little publicized, forces in the
amazing development of Pledmont Caro-
1lina's industrial economy.
! Several years of close assoclation with
'm electrical gentus, Steinmetz, stimulated
the courage and foresight of the then
‘young engineer from Illinols who later be-
jcame u ploneer,. guardian and metlculous
! visionary of the Duke Power Co. Through
ia period of about elght years, Mr. Burk-
‘halder was assoclated with the General
'Mb wizard. In 1908, James B, Duke
‘and W. 8. Lee, the latter Duke's chief en-
gineer, Influenced Mr. Burkholder to joln
{the Duke power organization at ChAriotte.
;A volume might well be written from the
uehnk-u and sclentific viewpoint regard-
ing the eal gination, effective
Jeadership and scientfic craftsmanship of
;llr Burkholder. The electrical world
{knew him well and admiringly. As & friend
:lnd citizen he was good. As a benefactor
H

&rom The Washington Post

Exit The

!
.

'

{D‘ as we indorse sclentific progress,
by we can't help feeling lonely that the
IMartians are no more. Astronomers, it is
"\«hll. have Jong been throwing cold water
:Gl our speculations about the Inhabitants
sof our neighboring planet. But knowing
{acientists are by nature killjoys of our will
Nn believe fascinating suppositions, we still
,:llu:' hope, Now the astronomers have
fooked at: Mars with the ald of some new
\devices In the giant telescope at McDonald
{Observatory in Texas just as the planet
,hll come into its most favorable position
ifor study, and they declare that the only
{lite possible on-the frigid globe would be
mn-a and lichens. Even the famous
.u.ull are definitely credited to nature.

! That means no more pictures of those
lovercivilized, top-heavy, hairless men with
{big bulging brows and chins.

of the Carolina public, he attained great-
ness that always was distinguished by his
modesty and his willingness to share credit
for accomplishment.

Mr. Burkholder became known among
the company’s corps of engineers as “The
Old Master”. Along with his vision and his
technical proficlency in electrical sclence,
he possessed an almost uncanny ability to
see beyond Industrial horizona In assessing
future requirements of Pledmont aren
electric power consumers. Essentially =
realist, Mr. Burkholder, foreseeing Pled-
mont economic growth, realized that gen-
erating electrical power by water power
Involved dependance upon the whims of
weather, He became a ploneer In advocat-
ing the development of efficlent and ade-
quate steam plants to provide protection
against low water and consequent eco-
nomie crises, i

And, while so dolng, Burkholder, the

man, surrounded Burkholder, the engineer,
with a staff of able assistants—he pre-
ferred to refer to them as assoclates. He
leaves to these associates the enduring in-
spiration of his leadership In meeting the
tasks that lie ahead In the bullding of the
Pledmont.

Martians

goddesses In fiction, no radio flashes of
“Martian invaders, no more lone Martian
travelers, who In the Gulllver tradition
marvel at our weird clvilization, no more
looking forward to living In a blisstul state
on Mars after we are promoted from this
earth, no more dreaming of the day when
we will be as cosmically advanced as the
Martians.

‘What will the satirists do? What will the
Wells and DuMauriers of the future write
about? How will all of us get along with-
out the mysterious Martians to stir our
imaginations, It's true the astronomers
haven't entirely finished their observa-
tions, so they may spy out a Martian yet,
Yet that isn't likely. And of course there
is Venus. But no legends have been bullt
around her. Perhaps our best comfort is
that some sclentists promise that our great-
will be able to take

means no more Martian monsters or
@&

trips to the moon.

eoele’s Platiorm

What They Say About Pearson

SOMEBODY'S WRONG ness: of this of thing. It is

The implications are perfectly ob-  already difficult to com-
vious. Bince the FBI or the Com- petent men to risk their reputation
merce Department were the only in Government. Since the Condon

possible sources for the letter, one
or the other, in disclaiming respon-
aibllity, is mistaken. The error is

(NOTE: Herewlth & few of the lelters which  ed. However, the trouble with him is that, appar-  no doubt unconscious. The version of resigning. Moreover, the very
have been received by The News In reapo ently, he has never bothered to learn how to dif-  of the FBI letter made public necessity for proper security meas
the request for readers’ opinion ferentiate between the legitimate reporting of cur= by the Thomas committee is incom-  ures to deal with

m
rew Pea onbulhnldnnlln
question wil be pnblhheé‘.lht mall thus far
in rvnnlnl heavily In Pearson's favor. —FEds,
The News.|

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tne News:
] ANSWER t0 your request for opinions Tegarding
Drew Pearson's dally column carried in your news-
paper, we would like to
articles aud look lorvlnrd to receiving your paper and
articles e

say “we.” m.ly I explain T am speaking
for my family. However, I am sure thousands. yes
hundreds of thousands, feel the same as we do. I
say this because I travel the two Carolinas and in
many instances the subject of Drew Pearson’s articles
pops up In conversations and I have yet to find the
first_person to state they do not like him for his
frank and honest information set forth in his ar-

ticles. Tn my opinion and the opinions of ‘my fam-
Uy and friends, I want to tay there sn't a writer

that comm: Yespect than Drew Pearson
He has a big job % perform and any man who
perlan'nl big jobs will from time to time make mis-

takes. However, we figure any man who does as big
Pearson—and in his predictions of

it for any reason your paper felt it would be beuer to
enmlrul.e Drew column we would feel very

uch hurt over such & loss and would consider seri-
muly turning to another paper that carried his ar

rent news and the tactics of a nigl
dalmongering peeping-tom.
newspapers
him from the hig)
most writers. It doesn't seem logical that a sort of
glorified peeping-tom should be considered less re-
prehensible than the plain, back-alley kind.

we are very fond of his  Pearson is
than once -uh his releases.

When reporter,

50 All-fired efficient that ne is willing fo Teiease o
|z|| everything he knows, provided he can tell it first,

an do without his stuff w:,nlrexv thank you.

Man To Be Respected

Editors, Tir News
LTHOUGH T cannot agree with all of Pearson's
opintons,

man. He has made it & point to point out lnﬂmly

rope
that the Friendship Train alone was th
more good
rope than volumes of
While T was In the Armvy,

an- plete. And It' varies in & number of
lot of particulars from the original letter.
buy his column is no reason to eXempt  This indicates that a Tho .
h ethical standards adhered to BY  mittee sleuth was allowed to read
lpmo(melelurhnlu].ofllm

h]m. and were

Tnaccurate, any nu. unlmln( the alleged indiscretion . Con~
Even during the recent war, when the security _ that both the PBY and Commeres don. It vouid concern aiher hew
of our Armed Forces was considered involved, Drew disclaimers are perfectly sincere, the Thomas Committee came inte

reported to have jumped the gun more this must mean that some person
writer or columnist becomes

Samuel Gmfion

Why Peace

NEW YORK

WILLIAMS.

GREENVILLE

T have nothing but respect for the  losing because
the defensive -nh-.-t Comm

intolerance and hatred in_America, instead of on the offensive xur is impossible to 3
whether it stems from the President or an ordlnlry peace. We need a larger and & better
citizen. His idea of sending a Priendship Train to There was one thing missing fear, fear for the "

was one of the best ideas of 147, Tt 1s certain Marshall's then just fear for ourselves. We

rom Seeretary

week about the “very, very ser- advance from small
fous" situation and that was & fear that poisons, to the large fear
direct demand upon Moscow for an
immediate conference to ease

e source
will between the United States and e
f speeches on the subect.

T found that we en-

ticles. We say this because we have len med to be- 2y =y revise i
g B e A ould ot care to b lted men had a friend in Pearson that could not 4 -:’:'u frosgy ORI The day after Mr. Marshall's

Without. his information during the next several years ~ De sumassed. In his constant war on injustice and 0 BV O 0 IR0 SOT g atatement, the commenta
and aa long as he follows his Honest and frank policy. intolerance, he frequently stepped on the toes of  FIVITL TVt 6L M saying, once a that ~civilisge
—JAS. T. BLAC N SK. some of the self-inflated dignitaries in the Army— 1d, tion as we know it” is in .

the world, too? Why e we oper-
1519 Buclid Ave, much to the satisfaction of the brow-beaten enlist-  ate as if the solution ‘must But it is time to s h\ooum at
ed men. On more than one occasion has he inter :nlzly o ﬂiunour nxnnluo::.- ’m';"::' ";-‘lﬂh‘m wy'ﬂ‘“““"l__
SrTIOE ened and helped some enlisthd ho was gettin ing could reveal more clearly 2
Strong Editorial Page L o e el an who wasetine 0, St i AL 't a e o € s ) e
OHAPEL LY e I sometimes Judged by his enemies aa well o e Deetition tnat ‘the worid  Tahitians know it, and as the Thi-
Editors, THE NEws: as Bie friends. 17 this instance, 4o 40 n g te that betans know it, and as the Afghans
JT_HAS been a genuine pleasure to resd The then Drew pearson ' teﬂr:lln‘l‘y o man to be respect- g B0y poc ovipog s the Usbeks know
lotte News the the. Its size, ed. for among the men who do not, an: not like it. All are clearly in danger
e e i) utelience are i Nim are Harry S. Truman and Senator Bilbo of  WORLD MUST HELP war F
commendable. Most appealing to me has been the  Missiaippl. : ‘Why we alone? If the world i in Why do we talk only to our-
progressive, forward-looking policy of the editorial —DOUGLAS REDDICK. criis, the world must wive It We  selves, when we can lalk to the
page. need to lift up our eyes, and our  world? y, do we talk small,
Among the merita of the editorial page 1 include ey, M Mostehall opiks sbout  when we can falk d’olw sgain,
ey et

e cl
of mmulnnng ‘American thought, the best collection

No Sale For Pearson

the narrow, posi-
dumnlnlhl.lenuntry Bu'.ll tion we have taken s shown up by

of any newspaper In the State, Drew Pearson is CRAMERTON {11 ¢ ATt it 'we ‘seem to  the way fn which we have ¢

well worth retaining,  His exposure of Senator Tham-  Falliors, Tue. News have given up almost every hope - ta treat the agony of mankind as

as I public ""l"n P""""A‘ i "““ on, N e N MY opinion your paper would be much better for a settlement by mgreement that If It were a mere matter of holde
Jour o ,’,“‘l"";:"“‘)‘r-m““ﬂ i r:"w::"r‘ ] without the aid of Drew Pearson. Perhaps the makes pamlon dangerous, If we _ing a line.

fholce O e eitoia) of e & Northem newspapers can appreciaie him! more.  were on the offensive for peace, " ‘The delensive Againat Commun

. ' PYAMES P. DEAVOR. Would lso help bring back C. A. Paul. our passion would tsm will not save the pesce, Bus

g 275, primER. the world. the offensive for peace may even

1t we were thundering demands siop. Communimn, if Comerunien

> .o for peace, demands of conferences lots the world see that It refuses

Pearson’s Trouble Enjoys Pearnon to” eatal for effec- Lo accept ta equal responaibllity for

MONROE N CMARLOTTE tive guarantees to stand behind the  averting the break-up. Let us

Editors, Tue News:
ERE is little doubt but that Columnist Drew

factual reporting, relative to unwholesome situations
snd disreputable personalities that should be expos-

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round *®

WASHINGTON
J)¥MOCRATIC chieftains made some progress in healing
“civil rights” bitterness during. thetr closed-door s~
sfons last week—but not
‘This time some of the rebemon came not merely from the
South, but from the North. Ed Flynn, boss of the Bronx
and the man who had much to do with nominating Truman
in 1044, declined sto attend. After Truman, without con-
sulting Democratic leaders, announced that he was a can-
didate, Flynn sent word that he was not coming to Wash-
xmnnn “to play ring-around-a-rosie.
lv. ex-Mayor of Chicago and another stalwart
who htlped put Truman in office, ilso Tailed o show up
he other hand, homespun ex-Governor Bob Kerr
of ml-h ma, keynoter of the last Democratic convention
I 1944, this time keynoted the drive to restore harmony
“If 'we want to win the election this year reminded
Kerr, kmw that's uppermost in the minds of all
e got to work together s united party.
The Demntnur Party i3 big enough to h: greemen!
-even big dm;nemenu Jike "this one—and_ stil present &
unllld front,
Kerr spoke after Chalrman Howard McGrath had
argued, implored and coaxed that Democratic factions patch

after all It s the mandate of the party. Civil rights was
part of the 1044 party platform. All President Truman diq
was ask Congress to put® into law romething to which the
Democratic Party already s committed.”

McGrath went on to point out that Truman's message
was _misunderstood people, especially that part
relating to “segregation® of races in public carriers. All the
President did, In effect, was to call attentlon to a Supreme
Court ruling that Jim Crow 1 re illegal on busses
and other carriers in interstate the Demo

Editors, Tne News
rson occaslonally does & commendable Job of  [DLEASE. please keep Drew Pearson’s column in
your paper.

reassuring

I enjoy it so_much.
—MRS. C. W. BALL. anybody.

Republicans Have Troubles, Too

MICORATH got a strong support from his fellow Rhode
sland_Senator, Theodore Green. and from Indiana’s
Prank McHale.

“This trouble in the party has been greatly exaggerated.”
declared the alert 81-year-old Senator Ffrom’ Rhode m-na
“The Republicans have thelr difficulties,
question of choosing n nominee. T think that the strif
within Republican ranks will become more and more bitter
ax the campalgn wears on

“All this talk about Truman not being a strong candi-
date doesn't make sense” continued Green. “We can win
with him If Democrats give him their united support. There
vax . fecling that Roosevelt would be defeated when . he
1an for a third term in 1040 and a fourth term In 1944

“Now, ns then. we put too much stock tn what the
n"tumherx are snunv All the big papers in Rhode Island
0ppos while 80 per cent of the Republican-
rnnlmllrd press T the seat of the nation whs t him.
He won overwhelmingly desplu this " editorial owuluon.
Harry Truman will do the same.”

Mrunlr hfl".lled the "w-mu threat” to Democrat elec-
tion cl

"me peonle of Indiana are traditionally against third
parties.” sald the committeeman from Indiana. ‘“Teddy
Roosevelt received only slightly more than 40.000 votes in
Indiana when he ran as a ooser. and Pather Cough-
lin's third party in vas laughed at in my part of the
country. That's why we're not worrying about Wallace and
His comimle SUPPOFLErs \

bull

Southern Ire Continues
OWEVER, Southern spokesmen asseried lhey wure all
he more incensed by the civil rights m
Bouthern Staten were well on the wav to iminating the
n singled out. Lynching is now prac-

eratic chairman emphs

{ically non-existent 1 In the South, Some Bouthern. States

declsions of such conferences, our
noises would not be alarming, but
Passion In the service
of & proper goal is no menace to

up our small fears for ourselves,
and take on the greater le-r lu!
for the world—taking

er and leverage And mmn lhll
g0 with it

Some Democratic Bitterness Patched Up

already had repealed the poll tax. Others, Including Vire
&inia, are preparing to do so.

m Allbcm. Southern nwknnun sald, colored workers
were paid the same wage scale as whites in many industries,
In Nnrlh Carolina, white and colored teachers get the same

ll.l:Orth sald he was well aware of these uru—. theres
fore understood the criticlsm leveléd at Administeae
tlon's  program. That criticism, however, he  cont tended,
should not be directed personally at the President, who was
nnllly carrying out party policy, lald down by Franklin Roose=
velt.

Navy Woos Friends

E Army and Navy are supposed to be united now. bug

the Navy has started imitating the Army in a drive to
win friends and influehce taxpaye

Every few months a group of
ttors lnd industrialists are invited
and lea:
noenes n & big naval
Navy fon, even -'lrdr.d alplumn after the course I8

completed.

It's an indirect lobbying plan somewhat similar to the
Army's system of flying clvum- to_Fort Knox to view
the trial military training s lobbying recently

nlorrd rely Con; IR-

The Navys next course for eivilians opens March 23 at
the Pensacoln. Fin, Naval Alr Station, with 80 educators,

ngd businessmen Invited.

“These men will come from nearby Southern States and
will pay all thelr own expenses.” explained Capt. A. Macon=
drly. a(!lcer in chuu of the project. .

n pin

however, M: mam admitted that
m men have been Invited to fiy
in naval planes, and that several othlrl are l-l’u traveling

at Government expense.
But " Insisted Captain Macondray, “they Wil have %o
w for their own meals”




