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Rent ‘Figment Of Imagination’

/
HAVE been walting for someone to
supply the right definition of the
housing riddle and the National Apartment
Owners Assoclation comes through with
the explanation l-hlt the housing shortage
is a “figment of the imagination.” There-
fore, the NAOA argues logically, rent con-
trol should come off immediately. The
shortage then would vanish quickly and it
follows logically that rents would come
down. Is that all clear or is the rent cut one
too many figments for your imagination?
‘The man who is looking frantically for a
room, a house, or an apartment, and the
citizen who is paying a fancy price for
quarters in a plano box probably are too
far gone in fantasy to find any comfort or
sense In NAOA's theory that the housing
shortage is a myth. However, ords
heretofore have been noted for their real-
1sm and we should not lightly dismias their
diagnosis of our housing misery as an in-
vention, a fiction, something feigned or
imagined, an arbitrary notion.

Let's see how their theory works out. It is
explained to Congress in a unement by
one John W. Scoville, identified as
tionally known consulting economist.” Says
Mr. SCWHIE

re allowed
nnunl uul Tuchl) some mple llvtn( m
apartments wwxa move into & single room,
move into

‘The squeezing, dmblml up and tripling
up that resulted from this operation would

produce soctal, moral, economic and po-
litical ces that would rock the
nation."Uust the thought of the eviction
riots and the demonstrations of the home-
less makes us wonder why landlords don't
support rent controls for their own protec-
tion.

But that's beside the point. The question
is, would the big doubling up end the
housing shortage in a matter of a few
months, as Consulting Economist Scovilie
argues? Or does Mr. Scoville have hold of &
figment of the imagination when he as-
sumes that there are enough closets, chick-
en coops and tents to house the people who
can't pay the uncontrolled rent gouge?
Hasn't he forgotten that our population
has risen from 122 million to more than 144
million since 1930 and it will take the con-
struction industry years to make up for the
1ag in apartment and home building during
the depression and war years? During this
period, the chief immediate effect of rent
control abandonment would be to run the
price of & piano box out of sight.

This brings us to the point that’the
NAOA-Scoville theory Is based on a fig-
ment of the imaginatipn, which is the no-
tion that there was an actual surplus of
housing during the depression, when rents
were too low. It took the New Deal and a
lot of expensive economic and social inno-
vations to get us out of the old Nllusion that
doubling up was the natural order of
things. It will cost much more if we try it
again. If the landlords could quit their in-
flation dreaming, they would drop their de-
mand that rent control be abandoned and

‘I Brought Something Along To Sit Down On’

RESSIONAL
ONTROL HEARINGS g

Marquis Childs ™

Il ‘WASHINGTON

OTHING illustrates 5o well the
complexity of our technical
civilization as the current oll
shortage. On the line of oll that
tlows from the source in the South-
west, life itself depends in the
crowded cities of the Northeast.
Probably never before was any
= . evilization so precariously hung at

this fact that plagi l-hlilnpu:l
n .
heads of the big oil companies with

“Fall the

Our Oil Lifeline

exports were 450,000 and imports
were 450,000 a day nn the Average:
1s bringing b

that net balance on the
side will prevnu for an indefinite
number of
le.ldlr Iar & moment what is
happening elsewhere, The contrast
with Great Britain ls striking. Last

who had
let-up and a little Dlellnn with the
usd of the war.

‘While appearing before a con-
gressional  committee, Harrima
™ asked why oll consumption
urope could not be cut down still
(urum In reply, he put another
uestion: “Would you have them
[o back to horse-drawn vehicles?”

wergLock
o

insist on a rational, equitable,
sive inflation control system.

Steps For The Public Health

'OUBING of swine in Mecklenburg
County has become a problem of pub-

ls concern and something must be done
about it. An increase in the hog popula-
has been by the

struck a blow at the unpardonable prac-
tice of selling meat from calves which are
too young for slaughter, and it set up a
regulation against the criminal practice of
meat which has been condemned

in Mecklenburg County as unfit for human

tion
same conditions that produced a h.rn rtu
in 's human
ing In overcrowding of available houxin:
facilities, inflated costs, etc.

In the case of the swine, we are apt to
get housing relief before there is much of
an improvement in the housing situation
of the citizens as a result of the action of
the County Board of Health, which this
week adopted new standards for hog pens
and hog lots.

‘The determining factor in this instance is
sanitation and the public health, which
has been jeopardized by the way some com-
mercial operators have been maintaining
establishments for swine in the marketing
and slaughtering busimess. Public health
demands even more attention to improving
the housing conditions for human beings,
as City health authorities, public housing
authorities, City Manager Yancey and May-
or Baxter have been pointing out, but the
City Council and owners of slum dwellings
seem remarkably slow to get this point.

Dr. E. H. Hand, County Health Officer,
and the board advanced the public wel-
fare in other ways besides setting new
standards for the care of swine. The Board

that do not have this protection against
greedy, unconscionable meat peddlers. In
the same amendment, the Board tightened
up the system for uniform inspection of
meat and sea-food establishments.

All this represented a good day’s work
for the Board but it went on te do some-
thing about improving the sani state
of human beings. It did that with amend-
ments covering garbage disposal, alloca-
tion and maintenance of outside tollets.
Action along this line had been made imper-
ative by the shocking conditions recently
uncovered in Furr Town.

Citizens of Charlotte and Mecklenburg
owe a vote of thanks to the County and
City health authoritles for the steps they
are taking for broader and more effective
sanitary regulations. However, the estab-
lishment of adequate laws is only a part of
the probliem. The task of enforcement is
the larger and the long-term part of the
public health issue, and it demands much
more attention from the City Council, the
County Commissioners and the public.

Lost Riches In Carolina Clay

LTHOUGH the hills and flatiands of

the Tar Heel State are covered with
‘white clays used in manufacturing the fin-
est tableware of our time, the ceramics in-
dustry in In this state is confined to bricks,
sewer pipes, and “roadside pottery.”

Why do North Carolina industrialists sit
back and watch one of the state's most
valuable natural resources being shipped
out of the state only to come back later—
at & price—in the form of tiles, bricks, or
pottery?

And how much longer will the young
men who major in ceramics at the N. C.
State’s College engineering school have to
leave their native state to find employ-
ment In thelr chosen profession?

John W. Fox, industrial promoter of the
Duke Power Co., has the answer. After 35
years as an industrial engineer with Duke,
this 76-year-old native of Sydney, Austr:
lia knows the Industrial Pledmont inti-
mately. All through the years, he has
studied ceramics and tried to talk textile
and other moneyed men of industry to set
up 1 le plants for the
of tablewars, refrigerator enamels, insula-
tors, tiles or even ceramic novelties.

Any one of these products made from the
solid underfoot could make a mdn rich. If

From The St. Lows Post-Dispatch

Mr. Hoover

‘THEY are motivated by anything other

than sheer political opportunism, the
Congressmen who are so eager to whittle
down the Marshall Plan appropriation
should be deterred by the report of the In-
ternational Bank. A study especially pre-
pared for the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee by John J. McCloy, the bank’s
“president, indicates that the Administra-
tion is underestimating rather than exag-
gerating European needs in the next fif-
teen months. And, as Secretary of State
Marshall warned, sending too lttle aid
might be as bad &s sending none at all.

‘The slashers have placea great reliance
on former President Herbert Hoover's
statement that Canada and Latin America
can extend $3,300,000,000 in credits (largely
for foodstuffs) to Europe in the next year
and a quarter. This amount seéemed in-
credible on its face—especially since Mr.
Hoover has been wrong in the past on the
abllity of South America to help Europe.

Peoele’a Platform

Burkholder And The New Deal

Editors, THg News
lN ANSWER 0. Mr. Boyce w‘hlnunu article of
. 29, Dimu "1

Re: e been
uslln; sluﬂ “about the New
ew Deal

his position because
aweet talk the deception of the New Deal
r. Whisnant, if you don't like my disgruntled,
dirty iluﬂ just don't read It. There are many articles
in pers that I care nothing about and some I
Very miuch dlsagree with. It T took your vln 1
would ask the editor to stop his edit
1 t00 disagree with many of his views, bux 'm-nh"
to Tux News or their good spol in pre-
unun( both sides regardless of how much it hurts.
you think all our readers a
nu: onat e say, following is a note from ene of our
South Carolina readers
“Your letter of Jan. 18 is excellent, “Trade With
ussia re like it and show what a mur-
derous gang the Communists are.”
only difference between

is not true, please do point
where T have erred in telling our readers the truth.
I am just as sick of this New mess as you are,

a New Jersey can
sell $5,000.000 worth of crockery per year—
plates and dishes made with Carolina and
Georgia Kaolins (white clays)—a local
manufacturer could do even better. His
raw material would be almost in the back-
yard. Local interests hesitate to invest in
a business they know nothing about, for-
getting that modern industry was founded
by men who had the energy to learn new
lines and weren't afrald of competition.

In 1946, tableware alone brought in $32
million to the ceramics Industry. Charlotte
contributed about $100,000 of that amount.

‘There are no ards in the city. Much
of the brick used in Charlotte construction
comes from neighboring Gaston County:
even more comes from outside the state's
borders. By utilizing Carolina resources,
other states are raking In fat profits sell-
ing Carolina soil back to Carolinians in the
form of bricks, porcelain, wall and floor
tiles.

The N. C. Employment Security Commis-
sion Quarterly lists nineteen separate com-
panies in North Carolina who mine and
ship out of the state the materials used in
the manufacture of ceramics.

The challenge to the Initiative and in-
genuity of North Carclina promoters and
investors is apparent.

Is Corrected

Now comes the careful calculation of the
International Bank’s experts to the effect
that Canadian and Latin American aid
cannot reasonably be expected to run to
more than $500,000,000. Mr. Hoover seems
to have overshot the mark by almost $3,-
000,000,000, or 600 per cent.

It is grossly unfair to confuse the Amer-
ican people with such mathematical mum-
bo-jumbo. The cost of rehabilitation can-
not be reduced by pencilling a few hasty
calculations on a Senate scratch pad. After
much effort on the part of European and
American experts, the President and fhe
Secretary of State felt compelled to ask
for $6,800,000,000. Now comes President Mc-
Cloy of the International Bank to say that
the actual need probably will run closer to
$7,600,000,000.

‘That is not pin money, but neither are
European recovery m world peace just
trifles to bﬂxuud

management. Lets take u look at the -

rst,
mzylr-nm.-hmwunm:mmmmorur-

sign
ts. The son worked

unable to care for his
elsewhere, and with our house mum;e the farm was
idle and the m empty.

‘man now 60 who s doing noth-
ing but killing time o make sure that he-has nothing
mes 65. Then all of his six children

must sign to a lie 50 ane or both of their parents can
. Another man,
is little mountain farm

, was penalized six months
use he sold a small potato crop. And

Jike most other New Deal bills, most of the. mones
§0¢s to the States that need it the least. This is just

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round

hlmo to Senator Ferguson of Michigan:

another example of how & noa bill works under New
Deal management.
main objective, “control 04 poy power over our pwp.le‘
even if It makes liars of our young generation and
paupers of our parents.

—P. C. BURKHOLDER.

Mars Hill Sets Safely Pace
MARS HILL

SCHOOL qualified under the
rules lnd rquhnanl of mz American Automobile
Assoclation for the in Safety and Driver's
Education.
A Chevrolet automobile with dual controls has
already been received by the school. This
e local dealer, the French Broad
Chevrolet Co., K. B. , t.

Editors, 'nn NEws:
ARS

The local State Highway patrolman, Le
assist with the course. The

license.
all over the nation, it
msh scnooh .

to errer thu course. Mars Hill is

WORLD PROBLEM

This 18

Hnrﬂmn

‘what such a step would
N

due in considerable part l’ i o 0
Plan and world co-operation have
Joined the clamor to cut off oil

ind others who' runud

uuumu’sma
opinion against
.:mnuu as that kind of & New awareness of how helplessly
Tere st oo voem 1o danel-at e end of the i BDe:
, It W to -
be mersly tmeri et - lne. Kerosens is considered a fuel
tion, but abroad it would have quite Used almost. entirely by country
a different look. We would people living at the edge of our
mg in & sea of ol civilzation. But  Massachusetts
as never before wi rest Uses one-seventh of all the kero-
of the world starved. sene consumed in the country, and
This when you & lot of that goes for heating and
cooking tn the slums of Boston.

U. 8. was 5500000 barrels a day:

in the United States was approxi- passage of &n oll embargo would
mal barrels & day. The be smart politics. Such a resolu-

v 155000 barrels & day  tion would certainly be vetoed by

and exported 510000. The export President Truman, who would

b profitable to thereby not endear himself to

oil companies. Customers in Europe those who worry about the oil

with one and Asia bullt up a dependence on  shortage. But measured against the

o/, work erican ly. plight of the rest of the world, an
In 1047, total production in the of

]
i
g
¥
;

Samuel Grafton

The Major Issue

wzmwmnmhry

of
Pirty-five members of the senior class are being - 047. 1ssues will once again become o be affected with an additional
given instruction. A minimum of twenty hours of ~ important; we shall break through public interest, a5 8 means of
Slase work and ten hours of driving wil be gven U curment — that curious  Keeping employment up. With food
wis Goalin, wili  mood in which we are picking nom- _sales off, & good deal of farmer
Siate Highway Fatmol  Inces today almost on the basts of  oppostion to the Marshal Plan.
will examine each student after c I and to other foreign aid programs,
Course, A it qualined cach Wil receive Bia SHvers  mment of mAGber, as Hf we were sme of them wmuch mite Gearly
casting & movie. military, would drop away.
T s It 5, a8 & matter of fact, some- The pressures and pulls toward
sourse ol thing itke a movie. For the ques- such an “out” would be enormous,
e Vi B worin whils 1 the bors and. Firs 1n ouF tion is whether the Republicans &s we sought, glumly and morosely,
able their candidate some way to keep the pot boll-
shools tn North Cardling h'" Jualified sately through the convention, the ing without adopting such dreadful
i e campaign, and the election before New Deal ideas as housing and
D e restern: part of the e ol i & recession comes . p electricity for the people.
and tuck. Wholesale food prices are

equipped to teach the cours
—O. K. ROBERTS.

JOTE: Congratulations to Mars Hill, shame on
Charlotte —Eaa.

Key To Many Problems

having difficulty, and m retail-
ers are thinking in

The big issue, then, is: Mow

{od Ay going to behave whea prices

business during the first lnl.{ of and what will our n

the year, Uikn, & detback. ur futures and the world's? It
CHARLOTTE It thats the patter, » recession 4 od of halt-hidden aimost

may arrive after the nominating the moment,

Conventions and before the elec  yet it Is cxenly e Ehiet of taeges,

Edyors, TaE New:
Bave read with interest and favorable consideration

your excerpt from the Christian Science uommr tion, bursting dramatically in the the seed-bed decade or &
Trouble”. This bit of  candidate’s face just as he steps generation.
connotation of a broader soap- up to take his bow. It Mr. Truman wishes to differ-
joas ¢ entiate himself clearly from
possible  or probably

therein apply not only to the problem of delinquency,
ut to many problems of our day. We have shunned
reality for The mote pleasant course of fantasy.

Our redemption Yes not in censoring the thoughts
and ideals which are considered to be the crux of
our dilemma, b\lt in a better nndqnmnﬁn( ar the

blem hich we confronted.
must necunxl.ly sem Trom & given source,
some provocation. It would follow that if we are to
diminish the effect we must first banish the ca
‘Therein lies the problem u! re-education of the
to & more practical way of think

€ to cause divestiture of the old and prudish ideas
that have for so neled minds to the point of

in st
—H. T. KEENAN JR.

The People's Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it, Communications
should be less than 300 words, t tten 1
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Livel and obscenity ‘wil be deleted—otheruise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed
though, in_exceptional cases and upo oo,
we Gill ‘withAold the soriter's namé—Editors,
Tux Nrws,

Interesting
the OPA urged

‘The great question therefore is:
the recession

It might send us back toward

massive
velt scale.

n 'ul look mum! nx s ;-p-.

uon. to

strongly affect it, and increase the
chances a

with 3 very clear record on do-
mestic issues, will get the prize.

Such

chosen, would be
to ek a mystical dut; and this

that some years latet, in the Spring of 1948 when
stricter omas

planning,- on the
But without greatly in-

he
Roose-  In case of & price collapse. He must

AL iogs point out that, whatever we got

tenitied public education, to dram-  or didn't pet in the

tize the issue, and-drive it home, past, Don- certainly

e people T rather doubt It. It seoms to me been a flop. He must begin

. and at the same  Iich more likely that public opin-  that process of education which
fon will Iy

pul-\cy. for without a prepared pub-
lic, he, too, will be swept along
under the pressures and compul=

a tough expres-
o T ot of the. dark
place. If the recession

nd scary
thould stHike before the GOP nom-  sions of the time.

This is the great issue; and %
1s a sign of our 501 listic con-
dition that it is not even being dis

cussed, in & campaign that so far
has been foush: over the
question of how much to refund
to the taxpayer out of money that
won't be there if business alides.

general, or someone

a character, mystically
incliried, I think,

Senator Thomas Record In Stock Market

WASHINGTON

R more recent operations, it might be interesting
to check the account listed under “Farm

Believing {n your sincere desire to get to the bottom of

Thehe may furnish you with additional jeads for your own
1 think you will fnd that during most of Senator
look into 128 shares of Cities Service stock held by the Senator

928.
Following thls, I luum that o examine the Sena-
and cotton in 1833. At around this

time his son Wilfred was emp! by t.hg old stock-broker-
age of Fenner & Beane at its Oklahoma City office,
traded through the firm's Washington

you will find thlt Thomas

did not put up. sold out, at a heavy loss.

I you will t the next day, July 19, 1933

then sent two blistering tele to the

presidents of the New York Stock Exchange and the Chicago

Board of Trade demanding stricter regulation. The two tele-
grams “Today’s activity in your

demonstrates absol for immediste adoption of

-nnenmm.m-mmzatluonww

numm;mtmmwum:mmum
himselt put his protest on the high
‘moral pllnl of Dmucun".bnlnvmwﬂkx It is also

contral of the cotton market. Th ucts Co.” With
and those controls.  Bache & Co. and also for a wi Lync!

d his wife were long on cotton and Fenner & account was handled by Dyke Cullum,
about whom said e

gambling on a continued n p
want QPA controls to interfere “hh sich &

Father Coughlin’s Adviser

OING back to 1933,-1934 and 1935, T believe you will find
that at about the time Senator
in silver, he was also

Federal Act.
biggest lndmdud buyer u-hrwah his secretary) of silver in

the United Sta
In speech l!lc m ‘Thomas urged passage of his
lll'er-blumc bill, the
ment of soldier bonuses from
1

up lﬂv!
'l‘hllml;mnﬂered an lmdmt to the

WPA-Rellef Awrwd-l e Secretary of
hﬁsuryto mnr.tnnnuofwmnMom
month until one-fourth of our total metallic reserve
Siver instead of gold
To check on the Senator's early commaodity market trans-
actions, look hmnennlunmml.nu
Orleans, La, where the records of Fenner & are
stored. To check on some of his other silver

though these may have been destroyed.
In other words the Senator from Oklahoma seems to
have been in the stock and commodity marksts during prac-

Senator
tme T have turned money over to Dyke Cullus and asked
hifh to {nvest in cotton for me."
Brokers Sunyiciou-

IP YOVR investigators ummm. 1 think you will tind
in February an

IMID!

down_th



